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National
Vocation

Awareness
Week

WASHINGTON — The
Catholic Church in the Unit-
ed States will celebrate
National Vocation Aware-
ness Week on Nov. 5-11. This
annual event is a special
time for parishes across the
nation to actively foster and
pray for a culture of voca-
tions to the priesthood, dia-
conate and consecrated life. 

Cardinal Joseph Tobin,
chair of the
U.S. bish-
ops’ Com-
mittee on
Clergy,
Consecrat-
ed Life, and
Vocations,
reminds
everyone
that each
person in
the Church has a key role to
play in the witness of his
vocation in ordinary cir-
cumstances.

“As we go about our
everyday life, and most
especially this week, we
must keep vocations in our
prayers, while, at the same

(Continued on Page 4)

Crux camp
for girls

More than 30
sixth- through
eighth-grade
girls participated
in the third Crux
camp for girls,
held Oct. 21-22 at
Oakbrook Valley
Camp near Rus-
siaville. Activities
at this year’s
camp included
rope climbing
with harnesses.
(Photo by Bob
Nichols)

Story and 
more photos, 
Pages 10-11.

Students challenged to ‘fight the new drug’: pornography
By Brigid Curtis Ayer
For The Catholic Moment

NOBLESVILLE —
Nationally known pornogra-
phy education speaker Gar-
ret Jonsson shared personal
testimony about his own
addiction and the results of
scientific research in a recent
presentation at St. Theodore
Guerin High School.

Jonsson, a presenter and
ambassador for Fight the
New Drug, a pornography
education group, works to
make inroads with young
people and raise awareness
of the risks involved with
pornography. 

“It’s a movement for love,
and a movement to help

young people make
informed decisions,” Jons-
son said.

Scientific research shows
pornography affects the
frontal lobe of the brain
where decision-making
takes place, he told students
attending the presentation. It
indicates the brain is affected
by pornography the same
way it is affected by cocaine.
This makes viewing pornog-
raphy highly addictive. 

Jonsson said continual use
of pornography causes
results similar to other
addictions. Users of pornog-
raphy withdraw from time
spent with friends, family or
engaging in favorite hobbies

(Continued on Page 14)

Pope’s words in Myanmar will be monitored closely
By Paul Jeffrey
Catholic News Service

YANGON, Myanmar
(CNS) — When Pope Francis
visits Myanmar in late
November, Church leaders
will be listening nervously to
his every word, specifically
hoping they don’t hear the
R-word. Any mention by
name of the Rohingya, a
Muslim group widely hated
in this predominantly Bud-
dhist country, will have

widespread implica-
tions here.

“The pope’s visit
is keeping us very
anxious, as many
things can go wrong.
A wrong word from
the Holy Father can
plunge the country
into chaos,” said
Father Mariano Soe
Naing, communications
director for Myanmar’s bish-
ops.

“If the Holy Father in his

speech even men-
tions the Rohingya,
the nationalist
groups will respond.
This is a historic
problem, and we
need a lot of time to
solve this problem.
We cannot just say
this or that. That is
the reason why

Aung San Suu Kyi cannot
say anything,” he said, refer-
ring to the de facto leader of
Myanmar’s civilian govern-

ment, who has been criti-
cized internationally for fail-
ing to speak out against the
military’s actions against
Rohingya in northern
Rakhine state. 

Father Soe Naing told
Catholic News Service that
while the bishops support
democracy and back Aung
San Suu Kyi, they under-
stand her silence on the
Rohingya.

(Continued on Page 3)

Garret Jonsson is a presenter for Fight the New Drug, a
pornography education group. (Photo by Brigid Ayer)

Pope Francis

Cardinal
Tobin
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1) Malachi 1:14b to 2:2b,
8-10
2) 1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9,
13
3) Gospel: Matthew 23:1-
12

Monday, Nov. 6
1) Romans 11:29-36
2) Gospel: Luke 14:12-14

Tuesday, Nov. 7
1) Romans 12:5-16ab
2) Gospel: Luke 14:15-24

Wednesday, Nov. 8
1) Romans 13:8-10
2) Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

Thursday, Nov. 9
Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica
1) Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
2) 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11,
16-17
3) Gospel: John 2:13-22

Friday, Nov. 10
1) Romans 15:14-21
2) Gospel: Luke 16:1-8

Saturday, Nov. 11
1) Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-
27
2) Gospel: Luke 16:9-15

November 5
31st Sunday

in Ordinary Time
Cycle A Readings:
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Persons of all faith tradi-
tions are invited to join the
Sisters of Providence of
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
and the greater faith com-
munity of the Wabash Val-
ley for an ecumenical
Taizé prayer gathering
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 14, in the Church
of the Immaculate Concep-
tion at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, located 10 minutes
northwest of downtown
Terre Haute. The 2017
theme for the sisters’ Taizé
gatherings is “Praying for
peace in the world and in
our hearts.” The monthly
Taizé service is free to
attend. The hour-long ser-
vice includes music and
time for spoken and silent
prayers. The prayer space
is lit primarily by candle-
light. For more informa-
tion, call 812-535-2952 or
visit the Web site at
Taize.ProvCenter.org.

Saint
Meinrad
Archabbey
Library
Gallery in
St. Meinrad
is hosting
an exhibit

of oil paintings titled
“Road to Alaska” by plein
air artists Larry Rudolech
and Wyatt Legrand 

through Dec. 4. This exhib-
it showcases the work of
two friends who went on a
working vacation this sum-
mer. Travelling 12,000
miles to Alaska, they pro-

duced 160 paintings along
the way. A selection of
them is in this show. Paint-
ing outdoors requires
speed as the light is con-
stantly changing. Both
artists participate in plein
air events in which artists
compete in a particular
outdoor location. Rudolech
has won many awards,
traveling as far afield as
Texas and Florida. He won
Best in Show in 2017 in the
Knoxville (Tenn.) Museum
of Art plein air event.

Legrand also has won
many awards, including
Best Artist Under 30 in
Plein Air Magazine in
2014. For library hours, call
812-357-6401 or 800-987-
7311, or visit the Arch-
abbey Library’s Web site:
www.saintmeinrad.edu/
library/hours/. The exhib-
it is free and open to the
public. Those wishing to
view the exhibit are
encouraged to arrive at
least 30 minutes before
closing time.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Sister Mary of the Angels dies at Kokomo monastery

KOKOMO — Sister Mary
of the Angels O’Connor,
PCC, 87, died on Oct. 28 at
the Monastery of the Poor
Clares after suffering a long
illness.

Mary Louise O’Connor
was born Nov. 10, 1929, in
Pittsburgh, the youngest of
three children of Timothy
Patrick and Margaret Cecilia
(Kelly) O’Connor.

She attended Elizabeth
Seton High School and grad-
uated from Seton Hill Col-
lege with a bachelor’s degree
in psychology.

She entered the Poor
Clare Monastery in Cleve-
land on Oct. 23, 1953, and
received the name Sister
Mary of the Angels at her
investiture on Oct. 24, 1954.
She professed her simple
vows on Oct. 24, 1956, and
solemn vows on Oct. 24,
1959. 

In 1961, she came to help
the fledgling monastery in
Kokomo in various ways
and transferred permanently
in 1967. She served the com-

munity as novice mistress,
vicaress and abbess.

She is survived by two
nephews, three nieces, two
grandnieces and a grand-
nephew. She was preceded

in death by her parents and
her brothers, Robert and
Donald.

“As a community, we wish
to express our gratitude to
Dr. Joseph V. Westrom and

staff and to all
those who gifted
Sister Mary by
their prayers and
kindnesses over
the years,” the
Poor Clare sisters
wrote in a news
release. “God
bless and reward
each one with
peace.”

A Mass of
Christian Burial
will be celebrated
by Bishop Emeri-
tus William L.
Higi at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 4.

The public is
welcome to come
for viewing at the
monastery chapel
from 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 3; the rosary

will be recited at 7:30 p.m.
Sister Mary of the Angels

will be buried in the ceme-
tery on the Maria Regina
Mater Monastery grounds.

May she rest in peace.

Sister Mary of the Angels is shown in a 2016 photo. (Photo provided)

St. Mary,
Muncie,
recently held
its annual golf
outing. More
than $5,000
was raised to
assist the
school in its
mission,
specifically to
purchase
Chrome books
and desks. At
left is the win-
ning team of
Nathan
Schmidt, Chad
Gilliam, Greg
Howell and
Dante Villavi-
cencio. (Photo
provided)
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Priests and deacons of the Lafayette diocese celebrating special ordination anniversaries in 2018

50 years

Father John
Mannion

Ordained May 25,
1968

Granted 
retirement in 2010

55 years

Father James
Bates

Ordained May 25,
1963

Granted 
retirement in 2002

50 years

Father Robert
Williams

Ordained May 25,
1968

Granted 
retirement in 2017

45 years

Father David
Hellmann

Ordained June 16,
1973

Pastor,
St. Lawrence,

Muncie

45 years

Father Leroy 
Kinnaman

Ordained May 26,
1973

Pastor, 
Francesville, Pulaski,

Winamac

40 years

Msgr. Robert
Sell III

Ordained Sept. 30,
1978

Pastor, St. Mary &
St. Ambrose,

Anderson

40 years

Father Ronald
Comeau 
Ordained 

May 20, 1978
Serving in 

Ontario

35 years

Father Robert
Bernotas

Ordained May 7,
1983

Pastor,
Earl Park, 

Goodland, Kentland

35 years

Deacon Domingo
Castillo

Ordained Oct. 15,
1983

St. Paul,
Marion

35 years

Father Theodore
Rothrock

Ordained May 7,
1983

Pastor, 
St. Elizabeth Ann

Seton, Carmel

35 years

Father Philip
Mahalic

Ordained May 7,
1983

Serving in
Texas

35 years

Deacon Truman
Stevens

Ordained Oct. 29,
1983

St. Charles 
Borromeo, Peru

65 years

Father Joseph
Grace

Ordained May 26,
1953

Granted 
retirement in 1998

45 years

Father Barry
Fischer, CPPS

Ordained Jan. 28,
1973

Rector, Saint
Joseph’s College

40 years

Father Kenneth
Alt, CPPS

Ordained June 24,
1978

Pastor,
Holy Trinity,

Trinity

35 years

Father Peter
Vanderkolk

Ordained May 7,
1983

Pastor, Sacred
Heart, Fowler, & St.
Mary, Dunnington

30 years

Father Paul
Cochran

Ordained June 4,
1988

Pastor, 
Sorrowful Mother,

Wheatfield

30 years

Father David
Buckles

Ordained July 16,
1988

Serving in 
New Jersey

30 years

Father John
Cummings

Ordained June 4,
1988

Administrator, 
St. Joseph,
Reynolds

30 years

Father David
Newton

Ordained June 4,
1988

Pastor, St. John,
Hartford City, & 

St. Mary, Dunkirk

National Vocation Awareness Week

A special time to foster, pray for a culture of vocations
(Continued from Page 1)

time, being a mindful wit-
ness with our own voca-
tion,” Cardinal Tobin said.
“We may never know how
our lives may have an
impact on someone else’s
story. Simply living out our
call as disciples of Jesus
Christ fully and joyfully in
the world bears witness to
the love of Christ as he gen-
erously bestows on each of
us our own personal call.”

National Vocation Aware-
ness Week, sponsored by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ (USCCB) Commit-
tee on Clergy, Consecrated
Life and Vocations, is
designed to help promote

vocation awareness and to
encourage young people to
ask the question: “To what
vocation in life is God calling
me?” 

Parish and school com-
munities across the nation
are encouraged to include,
during the first full week in
November, prayer and spe-
cial activities that focus on
vocation awareness.  

Observance of Vocation
Awareness Week began in
1976 when the U.S. bishops
designated the 28th Sunday
of the year for the celebra-
tion. 

It was later moved to the
feast of the Baptism of the
Lord in January. 

The USCCB Committee

on Clergy, Consecrated Life
and Vocations then moved
the observance of National
Vocation Awareness Week to
November to engage
Catholic schools and col-
leges more effectively in the
effort.  

For more information and
resources for National Voca-
tion Awareness Week,
including a prayer card, visit
the Web site at www.usccb.
org/beliefs-and-teachings/
v o c a t i o n s / n a t i o n a l -
vocation-awareness-week.
cfm.

Information provided by the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty stands with Deacon Christian
DeCarlo (left) and Deacon James De Oreo (right), who
anticipate ordination to the priesthood in 2018.
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Priests and deacons of the Lafayette diocese celebrating special ordination anniversaries in 2018

25 years

Father Christopher
Miller

Ordained June 5,
1993

Pastor,
St. Mary,
Frankfort

25 years

Father Michael 
McKinney

Ordained June 5,
1993

Pastor, 
Rochester, 

Kewanna, Monterey

25 years

Father Joseph
Westfall

Ordained June 5,
1993

Serving in
New York

10 years

Father Patrick
Baikauskas, OP
Ordained June 7,

2008
Pastor,

St. Thomas Aquinas,
West Lafayette

10 years

Father Dennis
Faker

Ordained June 7,
2008

Pastor,
St. Cecilia,
DeMotte

10 years

Deacon Jose
Munoz

Ordained Sept.
20, 2008

St. Boniface,
Lafayette

10 years

Deacon John
Jezierski

Ordained Sept.
20, 2008

St. Mary Cathedral,
Lafayette

10 years

Deacon William
Reid

Ordained Sept.
20, 2008

St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Carmel

10 years

Deacon Joe 
VanSchepen

Ordained Sept. 20,
2008

St. Cecilia, DeMotte,
& St. Augusta, 
Lake Village

5 years

Father Thomas
Haan

Ordained June 8,
2013

Chaplain, 
St. Theodore Guerin

High School

5 years

Deacon John
Etter

Ordained Sept.
14, 2013

Sacred Heart,
Cicero

5 years

Father Kevin
Hurley

Ordained June 8,
2013

Associate pastor, 
Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel, Carmel

25 years

Father Richard
Doerr

Ordained June 5,
1993

Pastor,
Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel, Carmel

20 years

Father Brian
Doerr

Ordained June 13,
1998

Pastor,
St. Francis of Assisi,

Muncie

10 years

Deacon D.
Michael Gray

Ordained Sept.
20, 2008

St. Boniface,
Lafayette

5 years

Deacon Paul
Lunsford

Ordained Sept.
14, 2013

Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel, Carmel

National Vocation Awareness Week

5 years

Deacon James
Rush

Ordained Sept.
14, 2013

St. Lawrence,
Lafayette

5 years

Deacon Mike
Mescall

Ordained Sept.
14, 2013

Blessed Sacrament,
West Lafayette

5 years

Father Clayton
Thompson

Ordained June 8,
2013

Administrator,
St. Joseph,

Delphi

Seven men anticipate ordination to permanent diaconate
LAFAYETTE — Seven

men of the Lafayette diocese
anticipate ordination to the
permanent diaconate in
2018.

• Ed Boes of St. Lawrence
Parish, Lafayette

• Christopher Bock of St.
Maria Goretti Parish, West-
field

• Tim Perry of St. Maria
Goretti Parish, Westfield

• Joe Poremski of the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception,
Lafayette

• Steve Seitz of St. Louis
de Montfort Parish, Fishers

• Charles Springer of St.
Patrick Parish, Kokomo

• Stanislaw Zak of St.
Boniface Parish, Lafayette

The men are part of
the fourth permanent
diaconate class for the
Lafayette diocese. 

Permanent dea-
cons receive the
sacrament of holy
orders, but do not
become priests. 

All ordained min-
isters in the Church
are called to functions
of Word, Sacrament
and Charity, but bish-
ops, priests and dea-
cons exercise these
functions in various
ways. 

As ministers of
Word, deacons proclaim the
Gospel, preach and teach in
the name of the Church. 

As ministers of Sacra-
ment, deacons baptize, lead
the faithful in prayer, wit-

ness marriages and
conduct wake and
funeral services. 

As ministers of
Charity, deacons are
leaders in identify-
ing the needs of
others, then mar-
shaling the
Church’s resources
to meet those needs. 

Deacons across
the Lafayette dio-
cese serve in a vari-
ety of ministries,
including prison
ministry, Hispanic
ministry, campus
ministry, ecumeni-

cal outreach, ministry to
those in hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, ministry to the

homebound, and marriage
enrichment.

The permanent diaconate
is open to any baptized and
confirmed Catholic man
who is 35 years of age or
older, if he has the permis-
sion of his wife (if married)
and has received the proper
formation under the aus-
pices of his local bishop.

Men who are interested in
learning more about the
vocation of a permanent
deacon are invited to visit
the Web site at www.dol-
in.org/permanent-diaconate
or contact Deacon Bill Reid,
diocesan coordinator of per-
manent diaconate vocations,
at dcn.wreid@dol-in.org.
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National Vocation Awareness Week

God’s ‘glorious’ invitation to the contemplative life
“Although we are not hid-

ing, we are hidden. Although
there are gates, we are not
fenced in. Although we do not
speak, we give God the time and
space to speak.” 

— Sister Christiana Maria 
of Merciful Love

By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

KOKOMO — Sister Chris-
tiana Maria of Merciful Love
was joined to Christ, during
a Mass of Religious Profes-
sion on Oct. 21 at Maria
Regina Mater Monastery.

Bishop Timothy L. Doher-
ty was principal celebrant of
the Mass. Concelebrants
included Bishop Emeritus
William L. Higi. 

Sister Christiana pro-
fessed her solemn vows as a
cloistered Poor Clare nun,
amidst her community of
sisters, dozens of priests,
and more than 100 guests
who traveled from within
and outside of the Lafayette
diocese to support her extra-
ordinary commitment.

Sister Christiana said she
had her first thoughts of a
religious life as a young
child, with a love for Mass,
praying, and being outside
with God in nature.

“For as long as I can
remember, I have loved
going to Church and pray-
ing, as well as my time in
silence and solitude, espe-
cially outside. These were
definitely seeds ... but I
didn’t know that I would be
a sister until I was between
the age of 15 and 16,” Sister
Christiana said. 

Before receiving her silver
ring and crown of thorns,
which symbolize her union
with Christ crucified, Sister
Christiana journeyed
through a six-year period of
steps in her formation to reli-
gious life. 

Sister Christiana had
never met a Catholic woman
religious until her later
teens, when she was intro-
duced to the Felician Sisters
as she began college.

“I was attracted to them
and prayed with them daily.
A year and a half later, I
entered. The thought of
being consecrated to Christ
as his bride was so amazing
to me — I couldn’t under-
stand why everyone else
didn’t agree,” she said. 

“After I made my First
Profession, I finished my

degree in biology and was
certified to teach secondary
school. I did this for five
years, then ministered to
prisoners (youth and adults),
before serving as a college
campus minister. 

“Throughout this time, I
had a growing sense that
something was missing. I
began to pray for direction,
and eventually went on a 30-
day Ignatian retreat. I heard
God’s invitation to the con-
templative life — it was glo-
rious. 

“Although I was a little bit
shocked, having never con-
sidered this before, I was
also filled with inexpressible
joy and peace.”

Sister Christiana is one of
10 children born to Gary and
Sandy Klein in Kalamazoo,
Mich. Her brother Michael is
a seminarian at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary in Detroit. 

Sister Christiana said her
family’s response to her
decision to enter the clois-
tered life was not as enthusi-
astic as she hoped it would
be. 

“Honestly, they were hor-
rified,” she said.

“It meant that they would
rarely see me, and only
behind a screen. No phone
calls, limited writing, no e-
mail, etc. I am one of 10 chil-
dren. By this point, I had
been a sister for nearly 13
years, so they understood
and appreciated religious
life, but this transition was

difficult for them. 
“Now, they are very sup-

portive and I have grown to
love them even more and
feel closer to them, as our
spiritual bond has deep-
ened,” she added. 

While most will never
experience a typical day in
the life of a cloistered nun,
Sister Christiana says it is
anything but boring or
monotonous.

“Our days are intensely
exciting because they are
centered on and flow from
the liturgy, especially the
Mass and the Divine Office.
The flavor of the day is influ-
enced by the liturgical sea-
son, or the saint or feast we
are celebrating,” she said.

“We pray all Offices in the
Liturgy of the Hours. The
first begins at midnight
(Matins), then the rest are
sprinkled throughout the
day: Lauds (5:20 a.m.), Terce
(6:15 a.m.), None (1:30 p.m.),
Vespers (4:40 p.m.) and
Compline (7:30 p.m.). The
climax of our day is Mass at
6:30 a.m.”

The sisters have two peri-
ods of meditation and two
periods of work each day.
Work consists of indoor and
outdoor manual labor —
tasks necessary for the main-
tenance and upkeep of the
monastery.

“Our work periods are
what varies the most from
day to day. It depends on
what needs to be fixed,

canned, cooked or cleaned,”
she said.

“Our work is simple and
is an expression of our
poverty, as well as an offer-
ing of prayer and sacrifice
for the many intentions we
carry in our hearts. 

“Breakfast consists of cof-
fee, milk and bread. Dinner
is a variety of vegetables,
fruit and non-meat protein
(we are vegetarians) and our
evening meal is a light repast
of bread, an egg or cheese
and fruit.

“Recreation time is a
must. This is the period of
time (about 45 minutes)
when we speak, since we
observe silence during the
day. We usually work on
handcrafts, such as making
rosaries or religious articles,
as we talk.

“Finally, we sleep — after
Compline and until Matins
(8 p.m. to midnight), then
after Matins (12:30 a.m.)
until the morning bell rings
at 4:55 a.m.”

Sister Christiana said that
while her vow of enclosure is
the most difficult part of her
vocation for most people to
grasp, it is the enclosure that
actually gives her the free-
dom to live her vocation.

“Bars, grilles, gates, walls
— it sounds like a prison. We
do acknowledge ourselves to
be ‘prisoners of love,’ so con-
victed of God’s love for us
and for all of humanity that
we wish to give him every-

thing: our time, our wills,
our hearts, our bodies, our
entire lives,” she said. 

“Enclosure is actually
what gives us the freedom to
live our vocation. Although
we are not hiding, we are
hidden. Although there are
gates, we are not fenced in.
Although we do not speak,
we give God the time and
space to speak.” 

Sister Christiana said the
gift of the sisters in her com-
munity is their vocation,
which consists of small, hid-
den acts of love each day as
they offer prayers, works,
joys and sufferings in union
with Christ. 

“We merely serve as poor
little vessels to receive all the
graces he wishes to shower
upon us in order to empty
them out upon the entire
world, and this requires a
more intensive union with
Christ — to be his alone,
which means to be separated
from the world,” she said.

Father David Hasser,
director of vocations for the
Lafayette diocese, said that
as a priest and a lifelong res-
ident of Lafayette, he finds
the Poor Clares and their
prayerful presence at the
heart of the diocesan region. 

“While I was discerning
my own vocation, I always
had the support and prayers
of the Poor Clares,” Father
Hasser said.

“When I envision our dio-
cese on the map, I always
think about how the Poor
Clares are at the very center,
near Kokomo — like a
power-plant of prayer for
the whole Church and all of
our parish communities,
interceding on our behalf for
an abundance of grace and
blessings in our active mis-
sionary efforts throughout
the region.” 

As National Vocation
Awareness Week is marked
on Nov. 5 - 11, Father Hasser
said he is grateful for the
Poor Clares’ ongoing sup-
port of vocations, through
their prayers and contact
with the seminarians each
year. 

“Throughout history,
monasteries have preserved
and nurtured our faith, evi-
denced by the life of the
members and the beautiful
witness they give to the out-
side world, demonstrating
that God is real, worth
everything and wonderful to
stay with forever,” he said.

From left are Bishop Timothy L. Doherty, Sister Christiana Maria of Merciful Love and
Bishop Emeritus William L. Higi. (Photo by Jesica E. Hollinger)
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National Vocation Awareness Week

70 years a Sister of St. Joseph: ‘I am so blessed ...’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

ELWOOD — Sister Rosie
Coughlin, CSJ, 87, who
recently celebrated her 70th
anniversary as a Sister of St.
Joseph, said she owes her
vocation to a watermelon.

O ne night when
young Rosemary
was a high-school

freshman at St. Joseph Acad-
emy in Tipton, the principal,
Sister Madonna, was on dor-
mitory hall duty. 

“An eighth-grade girl
brought a watermelon and
asked one of us to get a plate
and fork for Sister Madon-
na,” Sister Rosie said. “When
the watermelon was cut, Bar-
bara called Sister Madonna
into our room. Sister came in
and sat on a bed — which we
were not supposed to do.
She was handed a plate and
fork, picked up the fork and
said, ‘What’s this for?’

“When Sister Madonna
picked up a watermelon
slice with her hands and
started eating, I thought,
‘My goodness! Nuns can be
human!’ So, before my
senior year, I decided to cast
my lot with that bunch,” she
said.

“My community, the Sis-
ters/Congregation of St.
Joseph, has provided me
with a sense of belonging,
and spiritual, educational
and formational opportuni-
ties beyond my expectations,
for which I am very appre-
ciative.

“I’m also grateful that I
am still here to celebrate,”
Sister Rosie said. “I am prob-
ably too busy. I call myself a
‘human doing’ instead of a
human being. I had hoped
when I retired that I would
take more time for prayer,
reflection and reading. One
of my goals is to honor that
aim, the sooner the better.”

Her dad, Bob Coughlin,
had been taught by the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph at St.
Patrick Parish in Kokomo,
and her mom, Bertha, had
made many retreats at the
sisters’ motherhouse in Tip-
ton while Rosemary was
growing up in their very
Catholic home in Kentland. 

“So my parents knew the
sisters well,” she said. “As
young girls, my sister Eileen
and I used to dress up and
pretend we were religious
sisters. The grocery boy

would come to our house
and see Eileen and me play-
ing in our garden,” she said.
“When I entered the congre-
gation, he was surprised it
was me. He told my mother,
‘I used to always see Eileen
walking in the garden with a
Bible and Rosemary was
climbing a tree!’” 

“She is a loving presence
and is a blessing to us all”

Carolyn Perry is coordina-
tor for the Associates of the
Sisters of St. Joseph, a group
of women and men who join
in the sisters’ mission with-
out making a commitment to
a vowed life. There are
approximately 40 Associates
in central Indiana. 

“We gather every other
month and Sister Rosie helps
plan the liturgy,” Perry said.
“She is an amazing person,
very solid and active in
many groups. She has real
leadership and spiritual
gifts. She is a loving presence
and is a blessing to us all.

“Sister Rosie is the face of

the local Sisters of St. Joseph
congregation. Everyone
appreciates that and sees her
kindness,” Perry said. “I
think she sees needs in the
community and knows she
has the ability and gifts to
help. We have been friends
for a long time and she is a
tremendous help and sup-
port to me personally.”

Sister Rosie spent 18 years
as a teacher, working in
parish schools in
Noblesville, Marion, South
Bend and Wabash, Ind.

She then worked as a
child welfare worker with
Catholic Charities in Koko-
mo. Ministering in adoption
and foster care services, Sis-
ter Rosie placed nearly 50
babies and children with
adoptive parents. 

After earning a master’s
degree in social work from
Loyola University in Chica-
go, she became a clinical
social worker with the
Jasper-Newton outpatient
Mental Health Center in
Rensselaer. 

She was called into com-

munity leadership, after
which she pursued a year of
chaplain residency at Stoud-
er Hospital in Troy, Ohio. 

For six years, Sister Rosie
ministered with hospice in
Miami County, Ohio, first as
chaplain and social worker,
then also as bereavement
coordinator. 

She was chaplain at St.
Vincent Mercy Hospital in
Elwood for 14 years, “retir-
ing” in 2008.  

“To retire can mean to get
a new set of tires and keep
on truckin,’” Sister Rosie
said.

“Hospice was a most
heartwarming ministry,” she
said. “It was a favorite
because the hospice patients
taught me what is important
in life — relationships, with
God, others and self.”

Over the years, she has
been gifted with five adopt-
ed families. Without them,
Sister Rosie said, she
believes she would not still
be in religious life. “I needed
those relationships in my
life, for which I am very
blessed and grateful.”  

Another life-giving group
for her is Womyn’s Advance,
a group of women formed in
community in the days of
Family Camp. “We have
gathered together twice a
year for 30 some years, now
in my home,” she said.

Tom and Brooke Whitten
and their nine children,
members of Our Lady of
Grace Parish, Noblesville,
are among those who call
Sister Rosie family. 

They have known her for
15 years, since becoming
Associates with the Congre-
gation of St. Joseph. 

“I met Rosie when she
was a chaplain at St. Vincent
Mercy Hospital and I was a
new, young surgeon,” Tom
Whitten said. “She helped
smooth some of my rough
edges and helped me to
appreciate the dignity in
death and the gift in dying
well, rather than fighting to
extend life without dignity.”

“Sister Rosie is a very real
person with a serious side
being precise and pragmat-

ic,” Brooke Whitten said.
“She has always encouraged
me to broaden and deepen
my faith journey, and to be
the best wife and mother I
could be, placing much
value on family life above
other priorities.

“However, she also has a
very fun loving side and a
wonderful laugh,” she said.
“She is family, as our little
kids refer to her as ‘Gwama
Rosie.’ She is always serving
the dear neighbor. She rolls
up her sleeves and always
helps so much. I can’t count
how many times she has
washed and put away dish-
es and helped orchestrate
the evening meal. Whether
she helps school the chil-
dren, weeds the garden or
reads to the little ones, she is
always serving. She holds a
very special place in our
hearts.”

The Whitten children
added that their “grand-
mother” is always encourag-
ing and supportive, playing
and swimming with them,
and wearing funny costumes
when she visits over the hol-
idays.

Sydney, 18, said, “Sister
Rosie has been there through
thick and thin, ever since I
was young.” 

“There is just so much she
does for us ... she is family,”
said Bren, 15. 

Sister Rosie also traveled
to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, six
times to minister at Hospice
St. Joseph, a guest house for
groups that was co-spon-
sored by the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Tipton and the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana.

Since retirement, Sister
Rosie has stayed in Elwood.
She co-leads a grief group at
St. Vincent Mercy Hospital;
serves as a volunteer chap-
lain; mentors a Kids Hope
USA child; tutors home-
schooled children and helps
at St. Joseph Parish func-
tions. 

“My family, the Sisters of
St. Joseph, my ministries and
other relationships have
given me a sense of belong-
ing to something above and
beyond myself,” she said. “I
think each ministry has put
me where God has wanted
me to be. I am so blessed —
celebrating 70 years has
made me mindful of how
much I have to be grateful
for.”

Sister Rosie Coughlin, CSJ, 87, recently celebrated her
70th anniversary as a Sister of St. Joseph.

“I think each ministry

has put me 

where God has 

wanted me to be.”
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Father Kiefer sees ‘endless possibilities’ in retirement
By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

SELMA — Father John
Kiefer has followed the
labyrinth that God has set
before him, being open to
serving wherever God need-
ed him, and he hopes to con-
tinue ministering to God’s
people throughout his retire-
ment, beginning Nov. 30. 

He is optimistic about the
changes he is yet to experi-
ence.

“My immediate plan
when I retire is to get in my
car, which I’m converting to
a camper, and hit the road,”
taking his camera as he trav-
els and visits family, Father
Kiefer says.  

He says he has no idea
where he wants to settle, that
“possibilities are endless,
and that’s why I’m trying
not to commit too quickly to
something.”

This is a theme in Father
Kiefer’s life, a curiosity to
see what God will do with
him and a motto to “leave
space for God.” This was the
impetus behind a garage sale
earlier this year to remove
excess “stuff” from his life
and his home.

Father Kiefer held the sale
after getting a sense from
God to get rid of a big work-
shop’s worth of tools and
supplies he had collected.
He says he felt embarrassed
by how much he had
amassed over 40 years,
intending to keep himself
busy with metal and wood-
working during his retire-
ment.

He felt that God had more
planned for him than metal-
smithing in his workshop,
Father Kiefer says. “I’m
waiting to hear from God
exactly what that’s going to
be.”  

Seeing what he had and
how much he was able to get
rid of, Father Kiefer said he
knew, “I’m going to be just
fine. I can do without all this
stuff.”

Part of his collection had
been works he created for his
master’s in metalsmithing
thesis, “Sacred Containers.” 

He proudly displayed a
chalice he kept, an award-
winning piece called “We
Hold a Treasure in Earthen
Vessels.” It shows a lump of
clay formed by his hand
branching up into a sterling
silver cup.

He likes working with his

hands and loves to celebrate
the Eucharist with others, so
he asked himself if he creat-
ed something, how it could
be used for God’s good pur-
pose.  

“I always see myself in
relation to God’s people,” he
explains. That is why he is
looking forward to mobility
in retirement.

“I can settle someplace
and just be there and minis-
ter to the people there,” he
says, reiterating there are
many options before him. “I
could go to Haiti for a few
months. I would love to be a
part of the building of Sagra-
da Familia Cathedral in
Barcelona, Spain. I can vol-
unteer at a national park. A
chaplain on cruise ships,
there’s a need for that.”

Father Kiefer has been fill-
ing needs since childhood,
going where God placed him
to serve.  

“As an altar boy, I liked
serving and being around
the church stuff,” he
explains during a story
about “playing Mass” with
his siblings. “With 10 broth-
ers and sisters, we had this
congregation right at home.”

When his older brother
Bob went into seminary
right out of the eighth grade,
Father Kiefer chose to follow
him through the Latin
School in Indianapolis and
onto Saint Meinrad for col-
lege.  

His brother went a differ-
ent educational route, begin-

ning training as a Benedic-
tine monk, but Father Kiefer
decided he really wanted to
become a priest.  

He earned his bachelor’s
degree in French and master
of divinity degree from Saint
Meinrad School of Theology.
He was ordained to the
priesthood in 1970, in the
wake of the Second Vatican
Council.

He says it was “a crazy
time in the Church,” so he
asked himself, “Am I willing
to step into priesthood not
knowing exactly what that’s
going to be like? Am I will-
ing to step into that mys-
tery?”

This approach to priest-
hood shaped the 47 years he
has been a priest. 

“I was choosing to serve
the Church, to serve God’s
people, in whatever form
that would take,” he says.

Father Kiefer’s first three
appointments were as asso-
ciate pastor to St. Mary
Parish in Anderson, then St.
Patrick Parish in Kokomo
and Blessed Sacrament
Parish in West Lafayette.  

In 1978, he became pastor
of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
in Goodland. He served two
years there before moving to
St. Anne Parish in Monterey
for five years. He was pastor
of St. Patrick Parish in
Oxford for four years before
being sent to Muncie in 1991,
where he served for 19 years
as pastor of St. Francis of
Assisi Parish and ministered

on the Ball State University
campus.  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
celebrated Father Kiefer’s
retirement earlier this sum-
mer, with Mass and a recep-
tion in the parish hall.  

Tara Edmondson, parish
secretary, explained that
“since Father John was here
for 20 years, and for the last
couple years he did not have
a parish, we decided to cele-
brate his retirement here.”  

Approximately 125 peo-
ple attended, many from the
three parishes in Muncie.

Father Kiefer lived in a
house on the grounds of the
St. Joseph Retreat and Con-
ference Center in Tipton
until recently. 

In his time there, he saw
much work done, with major
renovations of the chapel
and dorm-like rooms.

A tour of the buildings
and grounds revealed Father
Kiefer’s familiarity with
local, diocesan and Church
history. 

The prayer labyrinth nes-
tled among cultivated land-
scaping was a particular
point of interest.

“There is never a point
where one must decide,” he
explains, emphasizing the
idea that it is not a maze, but
rather a path providing the
freedom to walk with God.  

Father Kiefer recalls
attending a week-long work-
shop in France a decade ago
to learn about the labyrinth
laid in stone at the Notre

Dame de Chartres Cathedral
in the 13th century. 

An ancient form of prayer,
a current version of walking
meditation, a way to follow
the phases of the moon, and
an opportunity to focus on
the gestation of Christ with-
in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, he explains how pil-
grims in the late Middle
Ages considered the
labyrinth at Chartres to be
the culmination of a reli-
gious pilgrimage across
Europe.

He has been in Europe on
other occasions during his
priesthood, including a two-
week class in silversmithing
in 2002 and a trip to the
Sagrata Familia.  

Father Kiefer says he
would love to be a part of the
building of the cathedral in
some way, even going so far
as to suggest, “I would go
and volunteer, I will clean
the toilets, I will sweep the
floors.”

Any chance to serve and
be a part of the Church,
Father Kiefer enjoys cele-
brating with God’s people.

“I do think that I have
made a difference in some
people’s lives. At the recep-
tion we had at St. Francis, it
was very affirming,” Father
Kiefer says. “I strive to do
that, to love God’s people,
one person at a time.”

He hopes to continue this
work throughout retirement,
saying he cannot think of
anything better to do than
minister. 

“I think it is going to look
very different; I’m looking
forward to it. It is an
unknown.”

Father John Kiefer has been a priest of the Lafayette diocese for more than 47 years.
(Photos by Sarah L. Murphy)
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Priests’ example, insights help to foster vocations
By Marianne Brown

S ince 2005, we’ve had a
consistent run of men
being ordained to the

priesthood, fueled by many
seminarians in for-
mation. We’ve also
had a number of
young women enter
consecrated life and
make their solemn
profession. 

In the last 15
years, we’ve seen
men and women
coming from a few
consistent pockets
within the diocese, including
Zionsville, Carmel, West-
field, Kokomo and Lafayette.
So, what influences are
behind these consistent
priestly and religious voca-
tions? 

According to a report in
2013 by the Center for
Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA), 71 per-
cent of men and women who
have made a decision to
enter seminary or religious
life attribute their vocation
to the encouragement, sup-
port and example of their
parish priest. 

In addition, 72 percent
attribute their vocation to
the influence of friends, and
58 percent to the influence of
family. 

True vocational discern-
ment happens through the
accompaniment of others.
Specifically in our diocese,
the pastors where our voca-
tions are being consistently
cultivated are proving the
priestly influence true. 

Father Dennis O’Keeffe,
pastor of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish in Zionsville,
Father Richard Doerr, pastor
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish in Carmel, and Father
Kevin Haines, pastor of St.
Maria Goretti Parish in West-

field, can all three be known
by their fruits.

Of our current 17 seminar-
ians, two are from Father
O’Keeffe’s parish in
Zionsville, and newly

ordained Father
Michael Bower calls
St. Alphonsus home
as well. 

When asked how
he personally invests
in the vocations of
young men and
women in his parish,
Father O’Keeffe
shares that his pres-
ence as a priest at

parish functions and among
the youth is itself an eye-
opening witness to young
people. 

He lamented that many
young people do not know
that there are vocation
options other than marriage.
He noted, “The specific
small groups of high-school
age girls and boys is an
opportunity to open up a
calling to a vocation other
than married life.” 

Father O’Keeffe also
noted that “the fraternal life
between priests is a draw for
young men looking to make
a difference in the world.
The image of a supportive
community of ‘like-minded’
brothers is an answer to the
fear of being alone.” 

Far from being an isolat-
ed, boring and restricted
way of life, Father O’Keeffe
demonstrates that priest-
hood is full of companion-
ship, meaning and content-
ment.

From Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish, 17 men and
women have been ordained
or made final vows since
2005. 

Currently, two of our sem-
inarians are from Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel, and newly
ordained Father John

Nguyen is a son of the
parish. 

After so much success,
Father Doerr speaks of his
tactics as pastor. One exam-
ple is his change in outreach
to the young people of his
parish after he witnessed the
lack of enthusiasm in confir-
mandi. 

“One of the most impor-
tant adaptions that we have
made to meet their needs is a
change in focus,” he said.
“When ministering to our
young people, we began cre-

ating programs that empha-
size conversion rather than
education. Put simply, I
want our teens, vocation
bound or not, to fall in love
with Jesus Christ and his
Church.” 

Unlike the common
stereotype which depicts
millennials as lazy, demand-
ing and incapable, Father
Doerr said that at Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel, “We also
strive to include young
adults in our various leader-
ship councils so that their
voice is heard.” 

The sense of belonging
and purpose that Father
Doerr creates is pivotal to
today’s youth. 

As for his presence as pas-
tor in their lives, he declared,
“I find that our teens/young
adults don’t expect me to be
an expert about the complex-
ities of modern life. But they
want me to ask and
empathize as they negotiate
it. I also owe them honesty
and correction, as well as
dynamic answers to their
questions about Church
teaching, not my opinions
about Church teaching.”

In Westfield, Father
Haines loves being with the
youth of the parish and
speaks of his constant
prayers for young people. 

“Here at St. Maria Goretti
Parish, we love our young
people! They are so gifted
and energetic and talented
that I love getting to spend
any time with them that I
can,” he said. “They teach
me so much! The primary
ways that seems to happen is
in our school every day, our
PRE program, our youth
groups, in Scouts, in the
Temple Knights of the Holy
Eucharist, in the Sisterhood
of Marietta, and the time that
I get to visit with our young
people before and after Mass

and other parish events.” 
Father Haines makes sure

that he does not spread the
joy of religious vocation
awareness alone, but that all
families participate in the
process. 

Every Sunday, the parish
sponsors the Elijah Cup, a
chalice which families take
turns bringing home as a
reminder to pray for reli-
gious vocations. 

As an overall result, three
of our current seminarians
are from St. Maria Goretti. 

Most of all, Father Haines
values his ability to let his
way of life do the preaching.
“I would hope that my life as
a priest would show forth
the incomprehensible joy
and wonder of serving God
in the priesthood, and that
joy and peace is offered to all
of us, when we say ‘yes’ to
God.”

In the examples of these
three priests, the beauty and
heroism of priesthood shines
forth. 

In the words of St. John
Vianney, patron of parish
priests, “The priest is not a
priest for himself, he is a
priest for you.” 

Young people today have
desires to do great things
with their lives, and Father
O’Keeffe, Father Doerr and
Father Haines teach us all
that life is meaningful to the
extent that it is spent as a gift
for others. 

Imagine what the Church
would be like if every parish
had consistent numbers of
men and women discerning
priesthood and consecrated
life!

Marianne Brown is the
administrative assistant in the
diocesan Office of Vocations.

Marianne
Brown Prayer for vocations

God our Father, we thank
you for calling men and
women to serve in your
Son’s Kingdom as priests,
deacons and consecrated
persons. Send your Holy
Spirit to help others to
respond generously and
courageously to your call.
May our community of
faith support vocations of
sacrificial love in our youth
and young adults.
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and
reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and
ever.

Amen.

Seminarians of the Lafayette diocese

• Sean M. Aaron, St. Joan of
Arc Parish, Kokomo

• William O. Beardmore, St.
Boniface Parish, Lafayette

• Michael K. Block, Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel Parish,
Carmel

• Jordan Boone, St. John
Vianney Parish, Fishers

• Rev. Mr. Christian M.
DeCarlo, St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish, Zionsville

• Rev. Mr. James De Oreo,
St. Joan of Arc Parish, 
Kokomo

• Jason Diebolt, Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish, Carmel

• Brian Farrell, St. Maria
Goretti Parish, Westfield

• Matthew Jakupco, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
Carmel

• Thomas Kappes, St. Mary
Parish, Muncie

• Andrew Morand, St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish,
Zionsville

• James Shaw, St. John
Vianney Parish, Fishers

• William T. Summerlin, St.
Maria Goretti Parish, West-
field

• William Thompson, St.
Maria Goretti Parish, West-
field

• Andrew Thornton, St. Fran-
cis of Assisi Parish, Muncie

• Jeffrey Todd Jr., All Saint
Parish, Logansport

• Elliot Zak, St. Boniface
Parish, Lafayette
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Crux camp an experience of beauty, grace, friendship
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

RUSSIAVILLE — The
third Crux camp for girls
offered a weekend away
from the chaos of life and a
chance to grow in faith while
making new friends in the
midst of fall’s beauty.

M ore than 30 sixth-
through eighth-
grade girls from

eight parishes throughout
the diocese stayed Oct. 20-22
at Oakbrook Valley Camp on
the Wildcat Creek.

Retreat organizers were
Gwen Adams, Elisabeth
Langenkamp and Lori Muh-
lenkamp. 

The eighth Crux for
young men will be held Nov.
17-19. 

The camp offers 60 acres
with sleeping cabins, a
lodge, two large fields sur-
rounded by pine trees,
wooded trails, ropes courses,
and a fire pit with seating
that served as an outdoor
chapel.

“It’s very peaceful with
Mass at night. We had beau-
tiful weather outside under
the stars,” said Father David
Hasser, diocesan vocations
director. “It certainly is a
beautiful experience for
everybody. Our main effort
is a desire to bring campers
away from noise and the
busyness of life to experi-
ence God’s beauty.”

Activities included
archery, crafts, a scavenger
photo hunt, and rope climb-
ing with harnesses. Faith is

woven into all activities, and
campers also were offered
opportunities for adoration,
confession and Mass. 

Campers were asked to
leave their cell phones at
home to better appreciate
nature.

“I really think of the four
harmonies God intended for
us before sin,” Father Hasser
said. “We are to be in harmo-
ny with him, ourselves, with
one another and our com-

munity, and with the whole
of creation. God created for
five days and his creation of
us was a pinnacle. Crux is
meant to be a reflection of
him, his beauty and our
experience in all of that.

“We want to give
glimpses of all that beauty
and be able to say ‘Lord, it’s
good to be here.’ We want
campers to experience the
grace of the sacraments and
have time for personal

reflection,” he said. “If God
gives us beauty like this,
how beautiful must heaven
be? My own life is supposed
to be this beautiful, my rela-
tionship with others is also
supposed to be this beauti-
ful.  The weekend was a win-
win — and we wouldn’t be
able to do it without a great
staff and counselors.”

The girls were split into
three groups which were
each named for a female
saint. The campers chose St.
Joan of Arc, St. Thérèse of
Lisieux and St. Maria Goretti
and decorated flags with
symbols depicting each
saint. 

“Mass in the dark was
amazing — the only lighting
was the fire, so you just saw
the crucifix,” Adams said.
“At the end of Mass, Father
Hasser asked for a moment
of silence to listen to nature. I
hope the girls come to love
silence.

“There’s so much fun, but
I hope that they all had
moments in between the
running around to take in all
the beauty,” she said. “We
set up an adoration chapel in
the center of campus that
was accessible all day long.
It’s a tiny room, but we all fit
in there. It was an intimate
setting.”

“I like everything about
camp,” said Julienne Mil-
bourn, an eighth-grader
from St. Maria Goretti
Parish, Westfield. “Everyone
is so close and you get to
know each other really fast.
Part of being here is enjoying
nature and what God made

out here.” 
Seventh-grader Molly

Thieme from St. Boniface
Parish, Lafayette, said she
made a good friend right
away. 

“My favorite thing is
when we did the team build-
ing because I have learned
that even if you don’t know
someone, you can still give
them a chance,” she said.
“Fall is my favorite season so
it’s great to be here with the
leaves falling. I feel like my
faith has grown because usu-
ally we don’t get to spend
time out here in this beauti-
ful place that God has given
us. Everyone working here
has given their time to help
us grow in our faith.”

Organizer Elizabeth Lan-
genkamp said she hopes all
the girls made new friends
they can count on who share
their faith. 

“It’s great for them to see
there are other girls trying to
live their faith, too,” she
said. “The sacraments speak
for themselves. It’s nice to
have Mass at night with the
fire and under the stars —
that’s something you don’t
normally get to do.” 

“I love Crux and wish I
had a Catholic camp that
was this intentional about
the faith when I was a kid,”
said Griffin McHaffie, from
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish, Carmel, who helped
with group activities.
“Campers learn to work
together as a team, and we
love to relate things back to
their faith.”

Change of address? Send it to us at moment@dol-in.org!
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INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Crux participants work their way through a “human cater-
pillar” activity while their ankles are fastened together.
(Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)
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Crux camp for girls

Emma Gellenbeck of St. Maria Goretti Parish,
Westfield, makes a friendship bracelet during
the third Crux camp for girls.

Maryrose Green, left, of St. Maria Goretti, West-
field, is helped by counselor Lizzy Pangburn as
she applies a handprint to her team flag.

Activities at this
year’s camp
included rope
climbing with
harnesses. 

Below left is
Sara Erla of St.
Boniface Parish,
Lafayette. 

Below center is
Mariah Farmer of 
St. Lawrence
Parish,
Lafayette.

Photos by
Bob Nichols
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

“40 Days for Life” 
campaign
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join in the fall
campaign of “40 Days for
Life” — an international
effort of 40 days of prayer
and fasting for an end to
abortion. This year’s fall
campaign began Sept. 27
and will continue through
Nov. 5. A peaceful prayer
vigil will be held from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. each day in
the public right-of-way out-
side the Planned Parent-
hood office at 964 Mezza-
nine Drive. Signups for the
daily vigil are available
online at www.40daysfor
life.com/lafayette. For more
information or to volunteer
to help, call or text Patricia
Cole at 331-302-0213 or e-
mail ccdelphi2016@
yahoo.com.

Mistletoe Mart holiday sale
LAFAYETTE — Franciscan
Health Auxiliary Lafayette
will host its annual Mistle-
toe Mart holiday sale at
Franciscan Health Lafayette
East. The sale will be held
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 2, and 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, in the
3900 Building on the Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette East
campus, 1701 S. Creasy
Lane. The two-day sale will
feature specialty gift items,
handmade crafts, holiday
decorations and ornaments,
jewelry, stocking stuffers,
toys and gourmet food
items. Mistletoe Mart is a
fund-raiser for the auxiliary.
Proceeds from the sale go to
fund special projects at
Franciscan Health, such as
replacement clothing for
patients in need, Halo Sleep
Sacks for all newborns and
nursing scholarships. For
more information, call the
Franciscan Health Gift
Shops at 765-502-4438 or
visit FranciscanHealth.org.
All are invited to attend.

Bazaar
MUNCIE — St. Mary Parish
Women’s Association will
hold its annual bazaar from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov.

3, and 8 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, Nov. 4, in the parish’s
Noll Hall. On Friday, all are
invited to bring their chil-
dren and let them make an
ornament while parents
shop. A brunch for girls and
their dolls also will be held
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Saturday. Cost is $15 per girl
and includes a craft project,
games and brunch. Limited
seats are available and reser-
vations are required for the
brunch. For more informa-
tion or to make a reserva-
tion, e-mail nataliemain13@
gmail.com or opedwards
15@gmail.com.

Turkey bingo
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish invites all
to come and play turkey
bingo at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov.
3. Food will be served start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Those
attending will have a chance
to win a turkey for their
Thanksgiving table.

Fish fry
LAFAYETTE — St.
Lawrence Parish will hold a
fish fry from 5 p.m. to 10
p.m. Friday, Nov. 3. Meals
will include fish or hot dog,
coleslaw, tater tots, desserts
and assorted beverages.
Cost is $5 for children and
$10 for adults. The evening
will offer food, fun, fellow-
ship, music and beer, featur-
ing the City Lites Band and
People’s Brewing Company.
Tickets are available at the
parish office or at the door.

For more information,
call the parish office
at 765-742-2107 or e-
mail tina@saint
lawrencechurch.
net. The church is
located at 1916
Meharry St. All are
welcome to attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are
invited to join in
Eucharistic adoration
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 3, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334
15th St. SW. Refresh-
ments and the oppor-
tunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored
by St. Cecilia’s Young
Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join the
Legion of Mary for
the celebration of

Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Missionary Discipleship
Conference
CARMEL — Adults, cate-
chists, parish staff, volun-
teers, parents and clergy are
invited to attend the first
ever Missionary Disciple-
ship Conference sponsored
by the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana and the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame’s McGrath
Institute for Church Life.
The conference will be held
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 4, at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish. Partici-
pants will have an opportu-
nity to hear from presenters,
encounter the St. John’s
Bible and collaborate with
others seeking to become
and form missionary disci-
ples at their parishes. To
register, visit 
dol-in.org/missionary
discipleshipconference

Holiday bazaar/Elwood
ELWOOD — St. Joseph
Parish will hold its 23rd
annual holiday bazaar from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 4, in the parish center.
Lunch will be served from

11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There
will be many booths with
plenty of new, vintage and
hand-crafted items. The day
also will feature a bake sale,
“Attic Treasures,” a quilt
raffle, a raffle for a Joe Rice
glass lamp and homemade
noodles from the Knights of
Columbus. All proceeds will
be donated to help pay for
new hymnals for the parish.
All are invited to attend.

Flu shot clinic
WEST LAFAYETTE — Fran-
ciscan Physician Network
Family Medicine West
Lafayette will be adminis-
tering flu shots to adults
and children 6 months and
older from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 4, in its office
located at 915 Sagamore
Parkway West. No appoint-
ment is necessary; walk-ins
are welcome. Those interest-
ed in receiving a flu shot do
not have to be a current
patient of Franciscan Physi-
cian Network. To have
insurance billed, bring
insurance information for
each adult. Cost is $25 per
person for those without
insurance. For more infor-
mation, call 765-463-2424. 

Turkey dinner/Delphi
DELPHI — St. Joseph Parish
will hold its annual turkey
dinner from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5, in the
parish’s Honan Hall. Din-
ners will include turkey,
dressing, mashed potatoes
and gravy, green beans,
cranberry sauce or apple-
sauce, roll, pie and bever-
age. Cost is $8 for adults, $4
for children ages 6 to 12 and
free for children under age
6. Carryouts will be avail-
able for an extra 50 cents
per meal. All are welcome
to attend.

Turkey dinner/Otterbein
OTTERBEIN — St. Charles
Parish will host its annual
turkey dinner from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5, in
the church hall. Carryouts
will be available starting at
10 a.m. Meals will include
turkey, mashed potatoes,
dressing and an assortment
of salads and desserts. Cost
is $9 for ages 12 and older,
$5 for children under age 12
and free for children
preschool age and younger.
The church is located at 108
N. Meadow St. in Otterbein.
All are welcome to attend.

Fall bazaar/Tipton
TIPTON — St. John the Bap-
tist Parish will hold its
annual fall bazaar from
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 5, in the former parish
school, 323 Mill St. The
school is handicap accessi-
ble. The bazaar will feature
a full turkey dinner. Meals
will include turkey, dress-
ing, mashed potatoes and
gravy, green beans, rolls,
choice of salad, dessert and
beverages. Cost is $10 for
adults, $5 for children ages
4 to 10 and free for children
ages 3 and younger. Carry-
outs will be available. The
bazaar also will feature
bingo, a fall market, silent
auction and raffles, includ-
ing two $500 Scrip raffles, a
money raffle, a 50/50 draw-
ing and pull tabs. All are
welcome to attend.

Consecration to Jesus
through Mary
KOKOMO — Father
Christopher Roberts will
teach a course on consecra-
tion to Jesus through Mary
at 12:15 p.m. each Sunday
from Nov. 5 through Dec. 10
in the basement of St.
Patrick Church, 1204 N.
Armstrong St. All are wel-
come to attend.

“Catholicism: 
The Pivotal Players”
WEST LAFAYETTE — St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish
invites all to its next presen-
tation from Bishop Robert
Barron’s new film series
“Catholicism: The Pivotal
Players.” The series explores
the lives of individuals who
shaped the Church and
changed the world. The next
presentation will begin at 6
p.m. Monday, Nov. 6, in
Newman Hall (lower level
of the church). Dr. Tom
Ryba will lead the session
focusing on St. Thomas
Aquinas. A free dinner will
be provided and the
evening’s discussion will
end at 7:30 p.m. The series
will continue on Monday,
Nov. 13, with the second
part of the segment about
St. Thomas Aquinas. That
session also will be held
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.,
with a free dinner. All are
invited to attend the upcom-
ing presentations. For more
information, e-mail Eileen
Strater at eileen@boiler
catholics.org.

Kids’ Page on Page 20



The Catholic MomentNovember 5, 2017 Page 13

HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

“Being Mortal”
KOKOMO — The St. Patrick
Parish Nurses will host a
presentation on “Being Mor-
tal” from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 7, in the St.
Patrick parish hall (church
basement). The presenters
will be the Rev. Mark
Deckinga, manager of spiri-
tual care, and registered
nurse Peggy Farrer, manag-
er of home health/hospice,
from St. Vincent Health
Kokomo. The presenters
will discuss life examples of
aging with dignity by
employing the DVD “Being
Mortal.” The presentation
will cover aspects of dying
with dignity, including
advance directives, critical
decisions in end-of-life care,
how to let family members
know about end-of-life
wishes and more. All adults
are welcome to attend.

“Marriage on Tap”
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
a “Marriage on Tap” event
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 9, at the
Carolina Grill Taproom.
Cost is $25 per couple. Dea-
con Rick Wagner, former
principal of St. Theodore
Guerin High School, will be
the guest presenter. RSVP is
requested to 
familycoordinator@
zionsvillecatholic.com.

Bazaar/Frankfort
FRANKFORT — St. Mary
Parish will hold its annual
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 11. Crafts,
holiday gifts and vendors
will be located in the newly
remodeled Muller Hall. Raf-
fles, homemade noodles and
bake sales will be located in
Gruber Hall. Lunch will be
served from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Gruber Hall. All are
invited to attend.

Parish mission
NOBLESVILLE — Our Lady
of Grace Parish will host a
parish mission at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 12, Monday,
Nov. 13, and Tuesday, Nov.
14, in the church, 9900 E.
191st St. The mission’s
keynote speaker will be
Frank Runyeon. He was an
actor, starring in more than
1,000 TV episodes and
movies, before leaving Hol-
lywood to attend seminary.
He has had a speaking
career dating back 20 years.
All are invited to attend the
mission and rediscover the

power of the central stories
of Scripture, as well as
laugh good-naturedly at the
way the media portrays the
world. The focus on Sunday
will be “Luke: Stories on the
Road,” followed by “Signs:
The Gospel of John” on
Monday and “The Letter of
James” on Tuesday. A spe-
cial children’s performance,
“Salt and Light,” will be
offered at 2 p.m. Tuesday.
There is no cost to attend.
Refreshments will be served
each night following the
presentations.

Grief support meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
offer a grief support meeting
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 16, in the
Bishop Bennett Room. This
is a time to join others in
prayer and reflection as
loved ones are remembered.
Those attending are wel-
come, but not required, to
share their stories. Refresh-
ments will be served. Grief
support meetings also will
be held on Jan. 18 and Feb.
15. Each meeting stands
alone, so participants are
welcome to come as little or
as often as they would like. 

Right to Life 
Fund-raiser Gala
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to attend the
Tippecanoe County Right to
Life Fund-raiser Gala from 7
p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 18, at The Trails, 325
Burnett Road. The evening
will include dinner, speak-
ers, music and a silent auc-
tion. Guest speakers will
include Father Timothy
Combs, OP, and Kathy Lehe.
Cost is $50 per person or
$400 for a table of eight. For
more information, call 765-
491-8030 or visit the Web
site at tippecanoecounty
righttolife.com.

Holiday bazaar/Attica
ATTICA — The Ladies
Guild of St. Francis Xavier
Parish will host its holiday
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 18. The
event will feature home-

made noodles, bake sale,
homemade pumpkin rolls,
baby quilts and more. The
church is located at 407 S.
Perry St. in Attica. All are
invited to attend.

Free Thanksgiving Day
meal
FISHERS — St. Louis de
Montfort Parish will host a
free Thanksgiving Day din-
ner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 23, in Craig
Willy Hall on the parish
campus. The menu will
include turkey, mashed
potatoes, stuffing, vegeta-
bles, rolls and desserts. The
parish is located at 11441
Hague Road. For more
information, call 317-517-
4256. All are welcome to
attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Christmas bazaar/Fowler
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
School will hold its 36th
annual Christmas bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 2. The school is
located at 607 N. Washing-
ton in Fowler. The bazaar
will feature a bake sale, cof-
fee shop, craft vendors, raf-
fles and a Kids Corner
(where children can shop).
All are welcome to attend.

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Fea-
tured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nation-
ally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with reg-
istration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the
opportunity for adoration
and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass
will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registra-
tion is now under way.
Early bird price of $15 will
be offered until Dec. 31;
after Dec. 31, the regular

retreat price will be $25.
Registration deadline will
be March 11. To register, call
765-654-5796, visit the Web
site at stmarysfrankfort.org
or e-mail stmaryfrankfort@
gmail.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.

Those wishing to make a
first-time (or another) week-
end may apply at
www.wwme.org. Upcoming
weekends to be held in Indi-
anapolis include Nov. 3-5,
2017, and April 27-29, 2018.
Couples who already have
participated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Peggy Jo McPherson, 75, died Oct. 27. She was a
member of Holy Family in Gas City.

Wallace Savitsky, 90, died Oct. 20. He was a
member of St. Maria Goretti in Westfield.

Mary C. Dell’Italia, 96, died Sept. 28. She was a
member of St. Lawrence in Lafayette.

Jamie R. “Jimmy” Michael, 64, died Oct. 17.
John Phillip Scagnoli, 73, died Oct. 25. Both were
members of All Saints in Logansport.

Jackie H. Burns, 81, died Oct. 23. He was a mem-
ber of St. Paul in Marion.

Catherine Mihal, 94, died Sept. 3. James
Kuszewski, 81, died Sept. 4. Jason Wignot, 29, died
Sept. 11. Don Seal, 87, died Sept. 29. All were mem-
bers of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Carmel.

Rita Huntzinger, 88, died Oct. 16. She was a
member of St. Ambrose in Anderson.

Pauline Fites, 87, died Oct. 10. She was a mem-
ber of St. Peter in Winamac.

Patricia Goble, 79, died Sept. 30. She was a mem-
ber of St. Joseph in Pulaski.

Richard Louis Hemme, 59, died Oct. 10. Annette
Marie Williams, 62, died Oct. 10. Teresa “Teri” A.
Croy, 57, died Oct. 13. All were or had been mem-
bers of St. Joseph in Elwood.

Ricky M. “Rick” Elizalde, 59, died Oct. 28. He
was a member of Our Lady of the Lakes in Monti-
cello.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.
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because they prefer to
engage in the addiction
rather than activities or rela-
tionships they used to enjoy.

In his presentation, Jons-
son detailed how science
and research show that
viewing pornography hurts
the brain, the heart and the
world. 

Pornography works in the
reward center of the brain,
Jonsson explained. Brain
functioning changes over
time and a person wants and
needs more and more hard-
core pornography to get the
same reward or effect. 

“It puts a straightjacket on
your mind as you build up a
tolerance to it,” he said.

Viewing pornography
hurts the heart because it
makes people feel bad about
themselves, but because they
are addicted, they can’t stop,
Jonsson said. This adds to a
downward spiral in how the
addict feels. 

“The human heart is
made for love and intimacy,
but not this type of exagger-
ated pixel on the screen,” he
added. The brain starts to
prefer the exaggerated ver-
sion over real-life people. A
preference for “pixels over
people” emerges. 

As a result, satisfaction in
real relationships also
decreases. “People who use
pornography see people as
objects for pleasure rather
than as human beings,” Jon-
sson said. “They see them as
body parts, not as a whole
person. Porn gets in the way
of true love.” 

The world is affected neg-
atively because as relation-
ships fail and marriages end,
people get hurt, he said. 

In 2015, 4.3 billion hours
of pornography were
watched on a single Web
site, Jonsson said. 

Viewing pornography
greatly increases the odds of
marital infidelity, he contin-
ued. 

Nearly 90 percent of
pornographic scenes depict
violence. The pornography
industry also has been
linked to child exploitation,
drug abuse and human traf-
ficking. 

These are all ways that
pornography affects the
world.

Introduced to pornogra-
phy at a friend’s house dur-
ing a sleepover at age 9, Jon-
sson said he tried to quit for
20 years. In his own life, Jon-
sson told himself that his
habit wasn’t that bad, he
wasn’t hurting anyone, and
he would stop once he got
married —  but that was not
the case.

While pornography has
been around for hundreds of
years in various forms, Jons-
son said a big difference now
is technology. 

“We have unlimited
access to pornography and

privacy to view it. There is
literature, movies, music,
sexting,” he said. 

The widespread availabil-
ity of pornography on com-
puters and personal elec-
tronic devices makes the
danger of exposure to it and
getting hooked on it more
serious now than at any time
in history, Jonsson said.

Concerns about the effects
of pornography have
become so troubling that at
least three states have
passed laws saying that
pornography is a public
health hazard.

Getting help for pornog-
raphy addiction is key, Jons-
son said. 

Until recently, it was chal-
lenging for some young peo-
ple to get help because they

needed parental consent and
a credit card, he said. A new,
free, online program called
Fortify, found at fortify
program.org, now is avail-
able and nearly 70,000 peo-
ple have sought help
through the online resource.

Jonsson displayed several
pictures of his baby daugh-
ter, his wife and his family
on the big screen. 

“This is what I wanted,”
he told students. “This is
what makes me happy, ful-
filled. Isn’t this what you
want? 

“It’s important for us to
have the conversation and to
change the conversation
about pornography because
it affects people and their
relationships and future rela-
tionships so much.”

Michael Supernaw, a
freshman who attended the
talk, said, “I thought if some-
one like Mr. Jonsson can talk
to us openly about such a
sensitive topic, we can make
a difference by talking to our
friends and family about it.”

Jenna Janssen, a senior,
said, “I really like the way
the speaker handled the pre-
sentation. People were not
joking around like I thought
they might be. I didn’t real-
ize viewing pornography
had the same effects as drugs
do, and the negative impact
it has on our different rela-
tionships.”

For more information on
how to fight the new drug,
visit the Web site at www.
fightthenewdrug.org.

Students challenged to ‘fight the new drug’: pornography

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after
disaster strikes at home or
abroad is financial contributions
to relief efforts. Your donations
can make a world of difference:
• In the United States, Catholic
Charities USA provides disaster
assistance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org to
learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic Relief
Services responds to emergen-
cies around the world. Visit
www.crs.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

Learn more about what’s happening 
in the Lafayette diocese 

at www.dol-in.org

Garret Jonsson: “It’s important for us to have the conversation and to change the con-
versation about pornography ...” (Photos by Brigid Curtis Ayer)
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