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Pope to visit
Chile and Peru

On Jan. 15, Pope
Francis will begin a
six-day visit to Chile
and Peru. The trip
will be his fourth to
South America. 

At left: People walk
near a banner with 
an image of the pope
on the facade of the
cathedral in Lima,
Peru, Jan. 3. (CNS
photo/Mariana Bazo,
Reuters)

More on the story,
Page 9.

A fresh start and 
a path to success

The O’Connor House in Carmel launches new initiatives to aid moms in need

By Brigid Curtis Ayer
For The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — Poverty,
abuse, homelessness, sin-
gle-parent homes — these
are common threads shared
by mothers in crisis preg-
nancies who come to The
O’Connor House for help
and a fresh start.

N amed for the late
Cardinal John J.
O’Connor of New

York, The O’Connor House
is in the process of launch-
ing two new programs to
further equip new mothers
with the ability to break
free from generational
poverty — a transportation
program and an education
scholarship program. 

Reliable transportation
and barriers to further edu-
cation frequently top the
list of struggles faced by
those in poverty. The
O’Connor House is work-
ing to close those gaps with
the new initiatives.

“Independent living and
future self-sufficiency is a
big part of what we do here
at The O’Connor House,”

said Susan Barrett, house
director, who has been
involved with the new ini-
tiatives launch. 

“Yes, the moms come to
us in crisis, but when they
leave, we work to set them
up for future success. A big
part of breaking out of gen-
erational poverty is having
reliable transportation and
having a marketable skill
set, which is often gained
through education and
training,” Barrett said.

“We had two generous
donors who stepped up
and wanted to help us
establish these programs,”
said Nancy Imhoff, devel-
opment director. “The
merit-based scholarship
program provides money
to cover educational
expenses for moms seeking
further education and the
related educational expens-
es like books, school sup-
plies, wrap-around ser-
vices.” 

Final details for the pro-
grams are still under
review. 

The transportation pro-
gram is for those who meet 

(Continued on Page 8)

2018 session

expected 

to be ‘fast

and furious’
By Brigid Curtis Ayer
For The Catholic Moment

INDIANAPOLIS — “Fast
and furious” — those are the
words used by Glenn 
Tebbe,
executive
director of
the Indiana
Catholic
Conference,
to describe
what’s
ahead for
the 2018
Indiana
General 
Assembly, which recon-
vened at the Indiana State-
house in Indianapolis on
Jan. 3.

Two aspects of this year’s
Indiana General Assembly
will make for a crazy few
months of lawmaking,
according to Tebbe. 

First, the session is a
short, non-budgetary ses-
sion. Lawmakers do not
need to create a biennial
budget; they did that in
2017. The short session

(Continued on Page 3)

At the Statehouse

Glenn
Tebbe

Andrea Joines, house manager at The O’Connor House
in Carmel, holds baby Rylan during a recent open
house tour. (Photo by Brigid Curtis Ayer)
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1) 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
2) 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a,
17-20
3) Gospel: John 1:35-42

Monday, Jan. 15
1) 1 Samuel 15:16-23
2) Gospel: Mark 2:18-22

Tuesday, Jan. 16
1) 1 Samuel 16:1-13
2) Gospel: Mark 2:23-28

Wednesday, Jan. 17
1) 1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37,
40-51
2) Gospel: Mark 3:1-6

Thursday, Jan. 18
1) 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7
2) Gospel: Mark 3:7-12

Friday, Jan. 19
1) 1 Samuel 24:3-21
2) Gospel: Mark 3:13-19

Saturday, Jan. 20
1) 2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12,
19, 23-27
2) Gospel: Mark 3:20-21

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass
for every day of the
week are linked to the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

January 14
Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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The Sisters of Providence
of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods will host a work-
shop on “Poetry as Spiri-
tual Practice: Reading,
Praying and Writing”
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20, in the
Providence Spirituality &
Conference Center. During
the workshop, participants
will enjoy a day filled with
reading, praying and writ-
ing poetry with facilitator
Sister Mary Montgomery.
The workshop will focus
on a variety of readings.
“We will not focus on one
particular poet, but rather
on a sampling of poetry
from a variety of authors,”
Sister Mary said. Cost is
$45 per person, which
includes lunch. The regis-
tration deadline is Jan. 15.
Register online at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or
by calling 812-535-2952 or
e-mailing jfrost@spsmw.
org.

Due to widespread flu
activity across Indiana, all
St.Vincent ministries and
Community Health Net-
work hospitals have
implemented temporary
visitor restrictions. The
following restrictions are
being put in place in an
effort to keep hospital
environments as safe as
possible for all patients: no
visitors with flu-like ill-
ness, fever or cough; no
visitors under age 18; only
immediate family or part-
ner will be allowed to see
patient. St. Vincent officials
will continue to work with

local health departments to
monitor the volume of
influenza cases and will
revise temporary visitor
restrictions as needed.
Each year, an average of
36,000 Americans die and
more than 200,000 are hos-
pitalized from serious
influenza-related complica-
tions. Influenza, most com-
monly known as the flu, is
caused by a virus and is

spread when an infected
person coughs, sneezes or
touches a contaminated
surface.

Saint Meinrad Archabbey
Library Gallery in St.
Meinrad is hosting an
exhibit of two-dimensional
and three-dimensional
works by Ferdinand, Ind.,
artist Curtis Uebelhor
through Feb. 20. Uebelhor
works with found or dis-
carded objects or surplus
bits and pieces to furnish
wry commentary on social
issues such as education or
the environment. The care-
fully selected items are
gathered slowly until the
perfect objects are found to
express the idea. He incor-
porates humor into his

work as a way to involve
the viewer. In a new series,
“Drive by Archeology,” his
method is altered slightly
as the objects in a single
work are collected at a spe-
cific time and location.
Chance becomes an impor-
tant part of these pieces, as
objects must be discovered
and selected “in the field.”
The exhibit is free and
open to the public. Those
wishing to view the exhibit
are encouraged to arrive at
least 30 minutes before
closing time. For library
hours, call 812-357-6401 or
800-987-7311, or visit the
Archabbey Library’s Web
site: www.saintmeinrad.
edu/library/hours/

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

March for Life, Indianapolis and D.C.

P eople from our area again will
travel to Washington for the
annual March for Life. This one

will be on Jan. 19. For
Catholics of all ages, there are
opportunities for Mass, prayer,
and learning about the sacred-
ness of human life which
begins at conception. The pub-
lic aspect of marching is a way
to remind ourselves that each
human life deserves protec-
tion, each has value. 

Regional Masses and march-
es are becoming more com-
mon. Ours will be in Indi-
anapolis on Monday, Jan. 22.
We begin with noon Mass at
St. John the Evangelist, blocks
south of the Statehouse on
Capitol Avenue. This event is co-spon-
sored by the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana, the Archdiocese of Indianapo-
lis, and Right to Life of Indianapolis.

Other churches and organizations will
participate. The march begins at 1:30
p.m. after the Mass. The general

schedule is found by visiting
our Web site: www.dol-in.org.

The local marching day has
some important features.
Many of our young people
can’t afford the time or money
to devote to the Washington
events. Indy is more accessible
and can attract whole families.
It is important that we who go
to Indianapolis will acquire a
real sense of our own state leg-
islature. Our elected state offi-
cials influence a wide range of
life, safety and health issues.
While we will not see the abo-
lition of abortion on demand

anytime soon, it is morally necessary
to keep our stance before our legisla-
tors — and ourselves. 

It is surprising how many people

travel to our state capitol for shopping,
entertainment or museum hopping,
but have not visited the Statehouse.
Finished in 1888 for $1.8 million, it
was renovated for $11 million in 1988
to 1995. It contains the governor’s
office and the chambers of the House
of Representatives and the Senate. It
also is home to the offices and main
chamber of the Indiana Supreme
Court.

Our presence on Jan. 22 is both an
exercise of faith and of citizenship. We
are motivated by our love for God and
love for defenseless human beings
who deserve our advocacy. The
Gospel takes on a hard edge some-
times when it translates to public
action. Author Michael Eric Dyson
helps us to conceptualize this: “Justice
is what love sounds like when it
speaks in public.”

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

Children of St. Mary School in Alexandria portrayed the Nativity at Mass on Christ-
mas Eve. (Photo provided)
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At the Statehouse

2018 legislative session expected to be ‘fast and furious’
(Continued from Page 1)

requires lawmakers to
adjourn by March 15. 

Second, 2018 is an election
year. All 100 Indiana House
members are up for reelec-
tion and half of the 50 Indi-
ana senators are up for elec-
tion. 

“Lawmakers will be eager
to hit the campaign trail as
early as possible, while oth-
ers may be eager to avoid
controversial topics which
may be used against them in
an election year,” Tebbe said. 

“Given this backdrop, the
Indiana Catholic Conference
plans to continue its work to
advance the consistent life
ethic and promote the com-
mon good,” he said. 

Tebbe explained the con-
sistent life ethic is the princi-
ple that every human per-
son, created in the image and
likeness of God, deserves
dignity and respect from
conception to natural death.
Tebbe’s role is to ensure that
respect for each person is
voiced and promoted as
laws are being created and
public policy is implement-
ed.

Standing up for the com-
mon good and advancing
the consistent life ethic takes
many forms. 

“Sometimes the ICC must
play offense and work to get
certain bills passed and
other times we are playing a
bit of defense to protect laws
that are beneficial to people
and the common good,”
Tebbe said. 

As in previous years, he
expects there to be a mix of
issues which require an
approach of offense and
defense. 

Education, pro-life, social
issues and immigration top
the general category list that
the ICC monitors and pro-
motes from a Catholic per-
spective yearround, but does
so in a more vigilant way
during the legislative session
as new laws form. 

Tebbe expects opponents
of school choice to offer leg-
islation adding more restric-
tions to access the school
choice scholarship program,
which benefits lower-income
students and families. 

The ICC supports the
school choice program
because it allows parents the
right to find the best setting
for their children to attend
school. The scholarships
help economically disadvan-
taged families who have the
least choice.

Bills promoting life and
others which limit abortion
crop up every year. Legal
experts agree that until Roe v.
Wade is overturned, attempts
to outlaw abortion on the
state level will prove to be
ineffective due to constitu-
tionality issues. 

Tebbe said Indiana Right
to Life may offer legislation
to tweak current Indiana
law. He noted that Indiana
has some of the most strin-
gent abortion regulations in
the country, which the ICC
continues to support. 

A pro-life bill to guarantee
certain work accommoda-
tions for pregnant women

may move this year and the
ICC plans to support it. 

Attempts to legalize
physician-assisted suicide
also are possible. The ICC is
opposed to legalizing physi-
cian-assisted suicide, and the
ICC continues to work to
prevent such legislation.

Along the lines of eco-
nomic justice, a bill dealing
with payday lending is
expected to resurface. 

The ICC has opposed pay-
day lending legislation that
would expand the practice
to further exploit low wage
earners. Testimony in previ-
ous years showed those with
limited means who use pay-
day lending services get
trapped in a debt cycle and
pay exorbitant, unjust inter-
est rates. 

Recent immigration legis-
lation in Indiana has been
aimed at revoking or pre-
venting undocumented stu-
dents from getting resident
tuition rates; this issue may
resurface. The ICC supports
giving resident college
tuition rates to undocument-
ed students who live in Indi-
ana.

Tebbe said he also expects

Sunday sales of alcohol,
legalization of medical mari-
juana, and the ongoing opi-
oid crisis to garner a lot of
attention this session. 

Those issues will likely
overshadow some other ICC
efforts or issues. 

Regarding Sunday sales
of alcohol and legalizing
medical marijuana, the ICC
will monitor both issues. 

The ICC supports efforts
to prevent opioid addiction
and treat those suffering
from it.

More than 500 bills are
expected to be filed for con-
sideration this year. Law-
makers only have three
weeks to hold hearings
before bills cross over to the
second chamber for another
round of three weeks of
hearings. 

While it depends on com-
mittee chairpersons, only a
handful of bills will get a
hearing in each committee
each week, Tebbe said.  

To follow ICC priority leg-
islation, details and get
updates, visit the Web site at
www.indianacc.org.

All invited to attend inaugural Indiana March for Life on Jan. 22
By Natalie Hoefer
The Criterion

INDIANAPOLIS — The
Archdiocese of Indianapolis,
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana and Right to Life of
Indianapolis are teaming up
to offer the inaugural Indi-
ana March for Life on Mon-
day, Jan. 22, in Indianapolis,
with multiple events taking
place during the day. 

The event — which is
open to all Indiana dioceses
and residents — solemnly
recalls the legalization of
abortion in the United States
45 years ago through the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade
and Doe v. Bolton decisions
on Jan. 22, 1973.

The schedule of events
includes:

• Noon: Mass concele-
brated by Archbishop
Charles C. Thompson of
Indianapolis and Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty of the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana, at St. John the Evange-
list Church, 126 W. Georgia
St.

• 1:30 p.m.: March for Life

starting at the Indi-
ana Convention Cen-
ter on Capitol
Avenue across from
St. John Church, and
processing around
the Statehouse
(approximately a
half mile). 

• 2:30 p.m. to 4
p.m.: Pro-life rally on
the south steps of the
Statehouse building. Among
the speakers will be Arch-
bishop Thompson; Brian
Bosma, House Speaker and
state representative; Sue
Swayze-Leibel, coordinator
of the Susan B. Anthony
List’s National Women’s
Pro-Life Caucus; Anna All-
gaier, Great Lakes Regional
Coordinator for Students for
Life of America; and a repre-
sentative of the office of Indi-
ana Gov. Eric Holcomb.

• 4 p.m.: Rose Memorial
Service in memory of lives
lost to abortion, held in the
Statehouse or on the south
steps of the Statehouse, with
a keynote address from
internationally acclaimed
pro-life advocate Abby John-

son. Johnson is a for-
mer director of a
Planned Parenthood
abortion facility. She
later realized the
truth about abortion
and is now a
Catholic and an out-
spoken advocate for
the pro-life cause.

• 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m.: Youth rally and

holy hour at St. John the
Evangelist Church, with a
talk by Abby Johnson, plus
Eucharistic exposition and
Benediction, music, Scrip-
ture and quiet time. 

Special parking for buses
will be available along the
west and south sides of Vic-
tory Field baseball stadium’s
parking lot, accessible from
West Street and Schumacher
Way, just off of W. Washing-
ton Street.

The idea for the new event
took root early last spring
when the Lafayette diocese
approached the Archdiocese
of Indianapolis about a com-
bined event.

Even prior to the
Lafayette diocese approach-

ing the archdiocese, “there
had been conversations for
years about how different
pro-life organizations were
each doing their own thing
for (Jan. 22),” said Scott Seib-
ert, interim director of the
archdiocesan Office of Pro-
Life and Family Life. “With
opportunities like this, we
should be coming together
and sharing our voice in sol-
idarity and unity with one
another.”  

Seifert noted that the
event will “bring the state
together across dioceses and
across churches, as the Rose
Memorial Service is an ecu-
menical prayer service.”  

Plus, he added, “We also
wanted to give those who
couldn’t make it all the way
to Washington, D.C., a little
local taste of” a larger event. 

Not only is a central Indi-
ana event closer than the
National March for Life in
Washington, but “the pro-
life movement is becoming
more and more a local and
state-based movement and
less of a national move-
ment,” noted Right to Life of

Indianapolis president Marc
Tuttle. “It’s important to
have that Indiana statement
that we Hoosiers support
life.”

Susan Hoefer, Natural
Family Planning and
Respect Life coordinator for
the Lafayette diocese,
agreed.

While she noted that the
March for Life in Washing-
ton “is an awesome experi-
ence, this (Indiana March for
Life) is a good way to recog-
nize that it’s not just Wash-
ington, D.C., that makes
laws that affect pro-life
issues — it’s our state as well
that makes laws that can
affect what Planned Parent-
hood does and around life
and death issues. ...

“This Indiana March for
Life is an important
reminder that we should be
working on a statewide level
to make sure that even here
(in Indiana) we take steps to
protect all human life.”

Natalie Hoefer is a reporter
for The Criterion, newspaper of
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

Abby
Johnson



The Catholic MomentPage 4 January 14, 2018

LAKE FRONT
HOUSE RENTAL

3,000 sq. ft. w/Lg Deck, Dock 
on Lake Webster, Northern IN -

5BR/5BA + 2 Bunk Rms, 
AC, Lg. Living Area, Wash/Dry, 

Cable/Internet

Call Bob for info
317-496-3200

Change of address?
Send it to us at 

moment@dol-in.org!

Middle-school students invited to ‘Encounter’ on Feb. 3
By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Middle-
school students face educa-
tional and social challenges
every day, but helping the
average sixth-, 
seventh- or eighth-
grade student with
doubts, struggles or
outside pressure
upon his or her faith
in Jesus Christ and
ability to follow the
Catholic Church has
become imperative
to the Office of Cate-
chesis in the
Lafayette diocese.

“The average age of one
who leaves the Church is
13,” says Paul Sifuentes,
associate director of youth
and young adult formation.
“It is important for us to
respond to that.”

Part of that response will
be “Encounter,” a day-long
Catholic middle-school
event intended “to reach
kids wherever they are on

their faith journey,”
Sifuentes says. 

On Saturday, Feb. 3, the
first event of its kind at the
diocesan level for middle-
school students will take
place at St. Elizabeth Ann

Seton Parish in
Carmel. Registration
can be completed
online at encounter
2018.eventbrite.com
or with parish youth
ministers.  

“Encounter” is
open to all sixth-
through eighth-
grade students.
Teachers, catechists,

youth ministers, parents,
chaperones and pastors also
are invited to attend.

“We want young people
to come and have a good
experience within the
Church as they learn that
Jesus Christ has the desire to
encounter them,” Sifuentes
says.

The special programming,
from noon to 9 p.m. the day
before the Super Bowl, is

designed to provide young
people with opportunities to
encounter Jesus and his
Church while engaging
them with a relevant Gospel
message.  

The day will include
dynamic speakers, keryg-
matic preaching, opportuni-
ties to enter into deep prayer
and to break away with their
parish youth groups, and a
popular rock band from
Indiana, Shiny Penny.

There also will be plenty

of opportunities for interac-
tion with other students at
different places along their
journeys to knowing Jesus,
with activities including
black light dodgeball, inflat-
ables, dinner, and assisting
in preparations for the Vigil
Mass.

“Jesus Christ has the
desire to encounter all of us,
so we designed this day for
middle-school youth to have
a good experience within the
Church and to have fun,”

Sifuentes says. “This is an
evangelical event meant to
be engaging — short and
powerful. We want the mid-
dle-schoolers to take some-
thing of these talks on wit-
nessing and encountering
Christ as they continue on
their faith journeys.”

To learn more, visit dol-
in.org/encounter.

About
“Encounter”

Who: “Encounter” is
open to all sixth-, seventh-
and eighth-grade students

When: noon to 9 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3

Where: St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church, 10655
Haverstick Road, Carmel

Cost: early-bird registra-
tion by Jan. 17 is $20;
general registration by
Jan. 31 is $25; late regis-
tration by Feb. 2 is $30;
day-of registration is $35.

Paul
Sifuentes

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Three seminarians of
the Lafayette diocese
took another step on
their journey to the
priesthood on Dec. 31 at
the Cathedral of St. Mary
of the Immaculate Con-
ception, Lafayette. 
Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty instituted
Michael Block in the
ministry of acolyte and Thomas Kappes
and Andrew Thornton in the ministry of
lector. In these ministries, they will con-
tinue to approach the full ministry of the
priesthood by proclaiming God’s sacred
word and assisting in more formal ways
at the altar. At left: Thomas Kappes
receives a copy of the Scriptures from
Bishop Doherty during the Dec. 31 cele-
bration. 
(Photo by Sarah L. Murphy)

Thomas
Kappes

Michael
Block

Andrew
Thornton
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Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-momentPaul Markiewicz

Registered Principal

Whether retiring or retired,
changing jobs, moving or looking

for higher interest rates

LaSalle St. Securities
can help!

Marion Office Peru Office
328 S. Norton St. 16 N. Miami St.
765-664-4228 765-473-7211

IRA & 401(k) Rollovers

Members FINRA & SIPC

Take advantage of a free portfolio review today.

Faithful across

diocese respond

in wake of 

natural disasters

By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — “Bear
one another’s burdens,
and so you will fulfill the
law of Christ” (Galatians
6:2). 

In August 2017, the
United State Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
asked all dioceses to make
a special appeal after the
natural domestic disasters
that occurred in Texas and
beyond due to Hurricane
Harvey.  

The parishes of the
Lafayette diocese deliv-
ered, and they are still
delivering.

“We started collecting
for Harvey, then the other
hurricanes happened,”
said Anne Painter, con-
troller for the diocese. “It
was really phenomenal
how generous people
were.”

Parishes were asked to
have a second collection
during at least one Mass in
September, yet funds are
still being sent to the
Chancery for victims of
hurricanes Harvey, Irma
and Maria, as well as the
earthquakes that struck
Mexico on Sept. 19.  

The total amount col-
lected from parishes and
individuals since Sept. 9 is
$342,383. The funds have
been sent to the USCCB
Office of National Collec-
tions, with roughly one-
third dedicated to each
hurricane fund and
$2,344.38 sent specifically
for the Mexico earth-
quakes.

Painter explained that
those totals do not include
the amounts from parishes
and individuals that were
sent straight to charities
rather than to the diocesan
administrative office. She
said that after the national
collection, many “sent
more money to Catholic
Charities and Catholic
Relief Services.”

As the USCCB is always
accepting donations for
domestic and international
disaster and crisis relief,
the Lafayette diocese will
continue to accept and for-
ward donations for the
earthquakes and hurri-
canes of fall 2017.

Reynolds parish embraces pro-life program
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

REYNOLDS — Only God
knows how many lives were
saved by St. Joseph parish-
ioners who spent nine
months praying daily for the
“Spiritual Adoption of an
Unborn Baby” in 2017. 

Parishioner Sandra Koe-
bcke began the program at
St. Joseph two years ago
after learning about it from
Tammy Metzinger, a mem-
ber of St. Joseph Parish in
Delphi.  

“She shared information
about it at the first diocesan
pro-life leaders encounter
that was held in Kokomo in
2015,” Koebcke said. 

After the Roe v. Wade rul-
ing in 1973 that legalized
abortion in the United
States, the late Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen encouraged
the spiritual adoption of
unborn children through
prayer. Many parishes
throughout the Lafayette
diocese have participated in
the program.

Koebcke began by con-
tacting Bob and Sue Paige, a
couple who run a Web site
about spiritual adoption that
offers background, ideas and
materials to participate in
the program: www.spiritual
adoption.org. Individuals or
groups can participate.

Koebcke put up a Christ-
mas tree at St. Joseph Parish
in Reynolds and had blue
and pink “adoption papers”
available.

“When people signed up
to adopt a baby, they would
fill out a pink sheet for a girl
or a blue sheet for a boy and
give their adopted baby a
name,” Koebcke said.  

Since the program started,
parishioners have adopted
138 babies.

The first year, Koebcke
offered “precious ones” —
plastic babies the size of a

10- to 12-week-old fetus
wrapped in fabric. A holy
card attached to each had a
prayer from Archbishop
Sheen: “Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, I love you very
much. I beg you to spare the
life of the unborn baby that I
have spiritually adopted
who is in danger of abor-
tion.”

“The second year, I passed
out small pink- and blue-
topped baby bottles with the
quote, ‘Before I formed you
in the womb, I knew you ...’

(Jer. 1:5). These were given to
remind people to pray for
their spiritually adopted
babies daily,” Koebcke said. 

“Posters showing the
month-to-month growth of
the pre-born baby were dis-
played in the religious edu-
cation room, and our reli-
gious education coordinator
went over the information
with students,” she said. 

Youth were encouraged to
adopt their own babies.

Each month, a page of the
parish bulletin focused on

the spiritual adoption pro-
gram and the babies’ devel-
opment.  

“An important aspect of
spiritual adoption for me is
to name my adopted unborn
baby,” said St. Joseph pastor
Father John Cummings.
“This year I named them Pio
Joseph and Bernadette
Mary. Also, little Pio had
Down Syndrome, since 92
percent of Down babies are
aborted in the United States.
This really helped me to
focus my daily prayer for the
babies I adopted.” 

The parish started the
program on the weekend
closest to Jan. 22, the Roe v.
Wade anniversary, and con-
tinued through November.
Then, a month-long baby
shower was held to collect
donations for Birthright of
Delphi. 

Birthright offers free and
confidential services and
support to women who are
facing unplanned pregnan-
cies.

“We put a list of needed
items in the bulletin and as
donations were brought in, a
bassinet was placed next to
the tree along with a picture
of Our Lady of Guadalupe,”
Koebcke said. “People made
fleece blankets and knitted
and crocheted blankets and
hats. Other donations
included onesies, sleepers,
baby socks, outfits, coats,
diapers, brush and comb
sets, baby wipes, baby
lotion, oil and shampoo.

“We collected four large
laundry baskets and one
boxful of items. People at
Birthright were very appre-
ciative,” she said. “I want to
thank Father Cummings for
his overwhelming support
of this project, and our
parish has been so support-
ive and giving. People have
been very excited about it.
We will be continuing this
project ...”

As part of its participation in the “Spiritual Adoption of
an Unborn Baby” program, donations were collected at
St. Joseph Parish, Reynolds, for Birthright of Delphi.
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Volunteer training 
for Caregiver 
Companion
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to offer a helping
hand to the elderly or care-
givers in their community
by volunteering with Care-
giver Companion. There are
many ways to assist, includ-
ing driving elderly men and
women to medical appoint-
ments, visiting lonely and
homebound individuals,
providing breaks for care-
givers, grocery shopping,
performing simple home
repairs and more. Caregiver
Companion will hold its
next volunteer training ses-
sion on Saturday, Jan. 13.
For more information, call
volunteer coordinator Lau-
ren Weldy at 765-423-1879
or e-mail caregiver95@
gmail.com.

Family bingo
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
an evening of family bingo
on Saturday, Jan. 13. Food
will be available starting at
6:30 p.m.; bingo will begin
at 7 p.m. Proceeds from the
event will benefit St. Antho-
ny of Padua Parish in Croix
Fer, Haiti. All are welcome
to attend.

Series on weight loss
LAFAYETTE — The Francis-
can Healthy Living Center
will offer three seven-week
programs on weight loss in
2018. The first series of “Liv-
ing Healthy — A Weight
Loss Journey” will be
offered from 11:45 a.m. to 1
p.m. Tuesdays, beginning
Jan. 16 and continuing
through Feb. 27. Other
series will begin in April
and September. Topics of
the sessions will include
nutrition information, set-
ting calorie goals, tracking
intake, portion control, heart
healthy eating, label read-
ing, healthy cooking/shop-
ping, exercise tips, emotions
and eating, the risk of obesi-
ty and how small changes
equal big benefits. The pro-
gram will be held at the
Franciscan Healthy Living

Center, located on the lower
level of the Lafayette Heart
Institute on the Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central
campus, 1116 N. 16th St.
Space is limited to 15 partic-
ipants. Cost is $75 per per-
son. Reservations are
required. For reservations or
more information, call the
Franciscan Healthy Living
Center at 765-428-5850.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to attend a
Schoenstatt holy hour with
Father Cassian Sama, OP, at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, in
St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
The evening will include
adoration, recitation of the
rosary, a homily and Bene-
diction.

Christian unity prayer 
service/Lafayette
LAFAYETTE — The Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity is
celebrated worldwide every
year from Jan. 18-25. The
fifth annual prayer service
for Christian unity will
gather area faith leaders to

celebrate our common wit-
ness to Jesus Christ. All are
encouraged to attend this
year’s service at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at Evangel-
ical Covenant Church, 3600
S. Ninth St., Lafayette.
Refreshments will be served
after the service. For more
information, e-mail Deacon
Jim Rush at deacon.rush@
dol-in.org or call 765-586-
3922. 

Christian unity prayer 
services/Muncie
MUNCIE — Area Christian
congregations will come
together for an ecumenical
celebration in observance of
the annual Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity. Services
will be held at two loca-
tions: 12:05 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 18, at the Church of the
Living God, 1120 E. Wash-
ington St., with Pastor Dr.
Kevin Woodgett hosting,
and 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
24, at St. Mary Church, 2300
W. Jackson St., with Father
Andrew Dudzinski, pastor,
hosting. The People of
Praise Ecumenical Christian
Community is sponsoring
the events. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Jim Schenkel
at jims.popmuncie@gmail.
com or call 765-289-8645. All
are welcome to attend.

Grief support meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
offer a grief support meeting
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18, in the
Bishop Bennett Room. This
is a time to join others in
prayer and reflection as
loved ones are remembered.
Those attending are wel-
come, but not required, to
share their stories. Refresh-
ments will be served. A
meeting also will be held on
Feb. 15. Each meeting stands
alone, so participants are
welcome to come to either or
both upcoming sessions.

Faithful City Prayer Group
LAFAYETTE — The Faithful
City Prayer Group, a charis-
matic prayer group, invites
all to join in praise and wor-
ship to bring in the new
year at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
18, in the Bishop Carberry
Room at the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. The group
meets in a Catholic environ-
ment to praise God, share
his Word and exercise the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. For

more information, call
Chuck Bunnell at 765-296-
6955.

An evening of chocolate,
wine and fashion
CARMEL — The Seton
Women’s Club will host
“Around the World in
Chocolate,” an evening of
chocolate, wine and fashion,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 22, in the Social
Hall at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish, 10655 Haver-
stick Road. Those attending
will have the opportunity to
taste chocolate delights from
around the world, sip
unique wine and beers,
sample appetizers and enjoy
a fashion show by AH Col-
lection. Mail-in registration
is $15 per person, due Jan.
15. Cost at the door is $25
per person. RSVP with
check made payable to
Seton Women’s Club and
mail to: Chocolate c/o Mary
Reid, 3444 Briar Creek Lane,
Carmel, IN 46033. For more
information, call 317-569-
9301.

“Homecoming”
LAFAYETTE — The Evan-
gelization Team of the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
sponsor a “Homecoming” at
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, for
inactive Catholic friends
and family who are separat-
ed from the Church for any
reason. The gathering will
be held in the St. Joseph
Room; those attending are
asked to enter through the
main doors from the South
Street parking lot. “Home-
coming” is an informal get-
together for inactive
Catholics to talk, listen,
voice concerns and recon-
cile. It is free and there is no
obligation. Information
about annulments will be
available. For more informa-
tion, call Patty and Mike
Cassidy at 765-447-6427. All
are welcome to attend.

Rummage sale
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will hold
a rummage sale from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, and
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan.
27, in the parish hall. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the
parish’s Haiti mission. All
are welcome to attend.

Trivia Night
MARION — St. Paul School
will host a Trivia Night on
Saturday evening, Jan. 27, in

McCarthy Hall, located
behind the school on Kem
Road. Doors will open at 6
p.m., with trivia starting at 7
p.m. Teams of up to eight
members will compete to
see who can answer the
most questions correctly in a
variety of categories. Cost is
$10 per person. Bring your-
self or a team of up to eight,
snacks for yourself or your
table, and your beverages of
choice. Participants are
encouraged to book early;
only 16 tables will be avail-
able. Reservations are
requested by Tuesday, Jan.
23, by calling 765-662-2883,
ext. 110, or e-mailing 
kscher@stpaulcatholic
marion.com.

Chili supper
CICERO — Knights of
Columbus Council 14476
will hold a chili supper at
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27,
at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish. Proceeds from the
supper will help support a
local seminarian in the dio-
cese. The fund-raiser is part
of RSVP — Refund Support
Vocations Program — that
allows councils and assem-
blies to “adopt” one or more
seminarians or postulants
and provide them with
financial assistance and
moral support. The Jan. 27
chili supper is open to the
community. Free-will offer-
ings will be accepted. All
are invited to attend.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a gathering of the Cursillo
community, at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 27, in the lower
level of the parish hall at St.
Lawrence Parish. All Cursil-
listas and friends are wel-
come to attend. Those
attending are asked to bring
a snack or beverage to
share. For more information,
contact Jeff and Marlene Jar-
boe at 765-567-2216 or
jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Spaghetti dinner/Lafayette
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Fourth-Degree
Knights of Columbus will
host their fifth annual
spaghetti dinner from 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28, at
St. Ann Parish. Proceeds
from the event will benefit
the Knights’ annual college
scholarship(s) for high-
school seniors of the
Catholic faith. Over the past
four years, the event has
helped provide more than
$8,000 to assist local stu-
dents in continuing their
education. Tickets will be
sold after weekend Masses
on Jan. 13-14, 20-21 and 27-
28; cost in advance is $8 for
adults, $6 for children and
$20 for families. Tickets sold
at the door will be $10 for
adults, $7 for children and
$25 for families. Meals will
include spaghetti, salad,
bread and beverages. Raffle
tickets also will be available
for a 55-inch LG UHD 4K
Smart TV; raffle tickets are
$5 each. For more informa-
tion, call Glenn Blahnik at
765-479-4383. All are wel-
come to attend.

Spaghetti dinner/Oxford
OXFORD — Knights of
Columbus Council 9400
(Oxford-Otterbein) will
sponsor a spaghetti dinner
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 2, in St. Patrick’s
parish hall, located next to
the church in Oxford. Meals
will include all-you-care-to-
eat homemade spaghetti,
salads, garlic bread, home-
made desserts and bever-
ages. Cost is $8 for adults,
$5 for children ages 4 to 12,
free for children ages 3 and
younger, and $25 for fami-
lies. For more information,
call Jim May at 765-583-
2148 or Glen Hardebeck at
765-491-1226. All are wel-
come to attend.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

“Song of Hope” 
dinner and concert
LAFAYETTE — The Purdue
University Varsity Glee
Club will present a full
musical program featuring
both sacred and secular
music at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 3, at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. A dinner
donated by the Shepherdess
of Harmony Farm/Buttery
Shelf Eatery will begin at 6
p.m. Proceeds from the
evening will fund projects
in Haiti. Cost is $35 per per-
son for the dinner and con-
cert. Tickets for the concert
only are $20 per person;
concert-only tickets will be
available at the door. To
reserve tickets, send request
and payment to: St. Mary
Haiti Fund, 1212 South St.,
Lafayette, IN 47904. For
more information, contact
Jeff Newell at 765-430-0642
or jjnewell55@aol.com. All
are invited to attend.

“The Gospel of Mark:
Afraid”
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Parish invites all to attend a
presentation by Frank Run-
yeon on “The Gospel of
Mark: Afraid” at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7, in the
church. Runyeon has
starred in more than 1,000
television shows over the
past 20 years. An honors
graduate of General Theo-
logical Seminary and
Princeton University, he has
won national acclaim for his
work as a translator and
performer of biblical texts
over the past 25 years. For
more information, visit the
Web site at www.frank
runyeon.com.

Mystery dinner 
and auction
MUNCIE — “Murder at
Curst Mansion,” the fourth
annual mystery dinner and
auction to benefit St.
Lawrence School, will be
held on Friday evening,
Feb. 9, at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 3600 W.
Purdue Ave. Light refresh-
ments and auction will
begin at 5:30 p.m.; dinner
will begin at 7 p.m. Cost is
$45 per person or $300 for a
table of eight. Visit
stlawrencemuncie.org for
more information.

Adult Scouter Awards
Nominations are now being
accepted by the Diocesan
Catholic Committee on

Scouting for Girl Scout and
Boy Scout Adult Scouter
Awards. The awards are
presented to adults working
with youth on their Scout
religious awards for two or
more years. Nomination
forms may be obtained
from Trudie Wanchow,
DCCS awards chair, at 
stvbeth@att.net or Steve
Chatot at bigbear96@
comcast.net. All nomina-
tions and required letters
must be received by March
15. Award winners will
receive their awards from
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
at the annual Bishop’s Din-
ner on April 28.

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Fea-
tured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nation-
ally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with reg-
istration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the
opportunity for adoration
and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass
will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registra-
tion is now under way. Cost
is $25 per person. Registra-
tion deadline will be March
11. To register, call 765-654-
5796, visit the Web site at
stmarysfrankfort.org or e-
mail stmaryfrankfort@
gmail.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Those wishing to make a
first-time (or another) week-
end may apply at
www.wwme.org. Upcoming
weekends to be held in Indi-
anapolis include April 27-
29. Couples who already
have participated in a Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend
are invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Gerald “Jerry” Alves, 75, died Jan. 7. He was a
member of Our Lady of the Lakes in Monticello.

Anna Clare Tokarz, 90, died Jan. 2. She was a
member of St. Boniface in Lafayette.

Luz “Lucy” Maria Tavarez, 44, died Dec. 29.
Dolores J. Finnell, 96, died Jan. 1. Both were mem-
bers of All Saints in Logansport.

Kathryn Stoempl, 56, died Nov. 11. Tim 
Hanrahan, 72, died Nov. 23. Lisa Marie, 50, died
Nov. 24. Nina Bradley, 98, died Nov. 26. Sharon
Berger, 58, died Nov. 27. Jean Diersing, 100, died
Dec. 10. Robert Asher, 69, died Dec. 13. Daniel 
Taylor, 70, died Dec. 22. Jon Finley, 57, died Dec.
24. All were members of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in
Carmel.

Sydney Atkinson, 77, died Dec. 23. Pat Manley,
88, died Dec. 23. Richard Strohmeyer, 64, died Dec.
29. All were members of St. Maria Goretti in West-
field.

James Hatke, 75, died Dec. 22. Kevin J. Reed, 61,
died Dec. 26. Both were members of the Cathedral
of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in
Lafayette.

Yuvonna J. Newman, 76, died Dec. 30. She was a
member of St. Paul in Marion.

Mary Nichols, 87, died Dec. 23. She was a mem-
ber of St. Patrick, Oxford.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Sister Adelaide Ortegel, SP,
89, died Dec. 13 at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods. A native of Chicago,
she entered the Congregation of
the Sisters of Providence in July
1946 and professed final vows in
January 1954. Among her years
of ministry, Sister Adelaide
served as a teacher at St. Mary
Cathedral School in Lafayette
from 1974 to 1978.

Sister Adelaide
Ortegel

Is God calling you to religious life?
Young men and women 

considering religious life may 
contact diocesan vocations director 

Father David Hasser.
E-mail: fr.dhasser@dol-in.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.dol-in.org/vocations
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certain requirements to
enter. If accepted, the new
mother would learn all that
is involved with purchasing,
owning and maintaining a
vehicle. 

“The residents will learn
the importance of maintain-
ing a car, and planning for
not only regular oil changes,
tire replacements, but to
budget for inevitable car
repairs,” Imhoff said.

Kristi Lammers, who
helps with community
engagement for The O’Con-
nor House, said there are
many ways people in the
community can support its
mission. 

“We need people to part-
ner with us in prayer. This is
an essential aspect of what
we do at The O’Connor
House as it is truly God
working though us, and all
the many volunteers,” Lam-
mers said. “We need people
to volunteer to babysit, drive
mothers to work, school or
doctor’s appointments, or
consider being a mentor. We
really try to match people up
with a volunteer role in a
way they feel God is calling
them.” 

Mothers learn life skills at
The O’Connor House. They
have a daily schedule and
are required to participate in
40 hours of productive liv-
ing. Lammers explained that
productive living activities
include cooking, cleaning,
child care, going to school,
being mentored, looking for
a job, or working. The televi-
sion is not allowed to be on
before 7 in the evening. 

“While residents do not
have to pay rent while they
live at The O’Connor House,
they are required to save 60
percent of their earnings and
to tithe 10 percent to the
ministry,” Lammers said.
“This practice allows them
to develop good saving and
budgeting habits, and to be
set up for success and inde-
pendent living when they
leave. By learning to save,
they are equipped to budget
for independent living costs,
such as rent, child care and
other monthly living expens-
es.”

Imhoff said she focuses on
donor intent. “We want
donors to have the opportu-
nity to donate their time, tal-
ent or gifts in a way that God
is calling them to do.” 

She encourages people to
consider becoming a mentor

to the women residents.  
The Training, Education

Academy and Mentoring
(TEAM) program, common-
ly referred to as the Mentor
Program, was launched in
May 2017 by Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel, Carmel, parish-
ioner Vicki Yamasaki. 

The Mentor Program has
three primary goals: to help
the women residents gain
employment that leads them
out of poverty; to pair the
women residents with a
Christian female mentor
who will help guide and
empower them to recognize
their dignity as children of
God; and to help them tran-
sition successfully to inde-
pendent living, while posi-
tively parenting their
child(ren).

“Mentors and staff teach
independent living skills, for
example, how to prepare for
a job interview, study for a
test, apply for college, get a
driver’s license or plan a
budget or save money, as
well as provide an overall
network of support,” Barrett
said. 

“And when you combine
all the benefits The O’Con-
nor House provides and add
to that the three new initia-
tives of the vehicle, scholar-
ship and mentoring pro-
gram, we feel we are really
helping the new mothers
attain a new beginning in
life, a beginning towards a
path of hope and lifelong
fulfillment,” she said.

The O’Connor House was
founded in 2005 by Colleen
Dulac and Kris Bussick,
members of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish.  

It is a non-denominational
refuge for single, pregnant
women at least 18 years old
who would otherwise be
homeless. 

It provides shelter, food,
pre- and post-natal care,
clothing and transportation.  

Each resident can stay for
up to 18 months if she pur-
sues education or has a job,
abides by house rules, shares
responsibilities, participates
in educational programs and
contributes a portion of her
income.

To learn more about The
O’Connor House or assist its
mission, visit the Web site at
www.theoconnorhouse.org.

For information regarding
the Mentor Program, contact
Vicki Yamasaki at 317-313-
0255 or e-mail vicki@the
oconnorhouse.org.

‘Helping new mothers attain a new beginning ...’

Above: Mothers in crisis
pregnancies who come to
The O’Connor House live
in a typical room like this
one shown during a recent
open house tour.
Left: Baby Hope enjoys her
swing at The O’Connor
House.
Below: The O’Connor
House offers a reference
library of life skills tutorials
for new mothers to access
during their stay. Vicki
Yamasaki created its TEAM
Mentor Program and
selected all the mentor
program materials. The
binders shown below are
from a program created by
Heritage House, called the
“Earn While You Learn”
curriculum. (Photos by
Brigid Curtis Ayer)
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World news

Pope Francis to visit Chile and Peru on Jan. 15-21
By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
During his visit to Chile and
Peru, Pope Francis will
honor the countries’ reli-
gious roots and underline
the plight of indigenous men
and women. 

The Vatican said Pope
Francis will be in Chile Jan.
15-18, visiting the cities of
Santiago, Temuco and
Iquique. He then will fly to
Peru and, from Jan. 18-21, he
will visit Lima, Puerto Mal-
donado and Trujillo.

In Chile, the pope will
meet with residents of the
Mapuche indigenous com-
munity in the Araucania
region. Members of the
Mapuche have called for the
government to return lands
confiscated prior to the
country’s return to democra-
cy in the late 1980s. 

He will also meet with the
indigenous people of the
Amazon during his visit to
Puerto Maldonado. The
Amazon rainforest includes
territory belonging to nine

countries in South America
and has experienced signifi-
cant deforestation, negative-
ly impacting the indigenous
populations in the area and
leading to a loss of biodiver-
sity.

A special gathering of the
Synod of Bishops to focus on
the Amazon region will take
place in Rome in October
2019.

The synod, he said, would
seek to identify new paths of
evangelization, especially
for indigenous people who
are “often forgotten and left
without the prospect of a
peaceful future, including
because of the crisis of the
Amazon forest,” which
plays a vital role in the envi-
ronmental health of the
entire planet.

The Peru-Chile trip will
be Pope Francis’ fourth to
South America. In July 2013,
he visited Brazil for World
Youth Day. In July 2015, he
traveled to Ecuador, Bolivia
and Paraguay. His trip to
Colombia in September 2017
was his third visit to the con-
tinent as pope.

Young Chileans look forward to papal visit and its impact
By Jane Chambers 
Catholic News Service

SANTIAGO, Chile (CNS)
— The playground at the
Salesian-run school is filled
with children in brightly col-
ored swimsuits, laughing
and screaming as young
Catholic volunteers spray
them with water in the 100-
degree summer sunshine.

The children range in age
from 6 to 12. They are partic-
ipating in a weeklong sum-
mer camp, which helps chil-
dren from vulnerable back-
grounds have fun during
their summer vacation and
brings them closer to the
Catholic Church in prepara-
tion for Pope Francis’ Jan.
15-18 visit. 

Dressed in shorts and a
green top, Carolina Alfaro is
the pastoral leader at the
school and helps run the
camp. The school is in a poor
community, where many of
the parents are in prison for
stealing or drug dealing.
Many of the children think
the only way to make a liv-
ing is through crime. 

“Social action is the way
to connect with these chil-

dren. We need to show
them that we care about
them and believe in them
and build up their low self-
esteem,” Alfaro told
Catholic News Service.

The camp has special
sessions to prepare for the
pope’s visit. 

“What have we learned
about the pope this week?”
Alfaro asked one recent
day as the children got in a
circle to sing and pray.

“His real name isn’t Pope
Francis — it’s Jorge Mario,”
said one excited little boy in
a red T-shirt. The children
are learning that the pope is
Jesus’ representative and he
is coming to spread a mes-
sage of peace and joy.

About 130 people at the
camp are grouped according
to their age. Each group has
a teenage Catholic volunteer,
dressed in a brightly colored
orange T-shirt, who also
attends the school. 

Vicente Inostroza, 17, is
one of the camp’s volun-
teers. “Even though it’s real-
ly tiring, I love being here,”
he said. “Today I and two
other volunteers dressed up
as the three kings to teach

the children about how they
followed the star of Bethle-
hem and the gifts that they
brought for Jesus.”

During Pope Francis’
visit, both Inostroza and
Alfaro will be going to a
huge gathering of young
Catholics at the National
Shrine of Maipu in Santiago.
Alfaro was recently part of a
panel of young Catholics
talking to the archbishop’s
office about their views on
being a young Catholic in
Chile. Pope Francis has ded-
icated this year’s Synod of
Bishops to the theme of
young people.

Another young Catholic
on the panel is Ignacio Leiva,
22, a volunteer for a group
called Catholic Voices, which
tries to get Catholic opinions

heard in the mainstream
media. 

All the young people on
the panel agree that being a
Catholic in Chile is tough
because, after various scan-
dals, many people in soci-
ety have stopped trusting
institutions like the Church
and the government, and
it’s a struggle to get young
people to connect with the

Church.
“Today people my age

feel very alone, and that’s
why we are always on social
media. We want to feel part
of something. And today the
Church doesn’t offer people
enough to help them feel
they are part of a group,”
said Leiva.

He said although there are
many youth movements, the
Church needs to work more
in the parishes to get young
people interested again. He
said he knows it is a problem
because fewer people are
becoming priests. He said he
wants to see a wider variety
of activities and services in
the parishes to try to engage
young people, but added
that the young people need
to be more proactive.

“For too long we have
thought our job was to listen
to older people and do what
we were told — things like
moving chairs about — but
we need to be more dynam-
ic,” he said.

He also said he hopes the
pope’s visit will inspire his
generation to take control.

“The pope is coming here
to tell you that you are not
alone and that is very impor-
tant, so it will be a whole
bunch of young people all
together with the pope, and
I’m sure that people who go
to the gathering at Maipu
will feel different after-
ward,” he said.

Another panelist, Valenti-
na Toro, 25, works for the
Academy of Catholic Lead-
ers at the Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile.

She said she is happy that
Pope Francis, an Argentine, is
coming to visit. “He really
understands our Latin Amer-
ica, which is great. And he is
so friendly and easy to relate
to. Young Catholics always
complain that we are never
consulted enough, but now
the Church is listening to us,
and that is wonderful.”

The year ahead

As of Dec. 20, 2017, no
other papal trips for 2018
had been confirmed,
although Vatican officials
have said it is almost cer-
tain
Pope
Francis
will trav-
el to
Dublin in
late
August
for the
World
Meeting
of Families; on the same
trip, he is likely to be the
first pope to visit Northern
Ireland.

Vatican officials also
have confirmed that a
September trip to Lithua-
nia, Latvia and Estonia is
under consideration. And
they do not rule out a
spring trip, perhaps to
Africa.

Ignacio
Leiva

Pope Francis

Valentina
Toro
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U.S. news

Arctic plunge challenged charitable agencies in many states
By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
The brutally cold weather
that covered the eastern two-
thirds of the country at the
start of 2018 kept Catholic
agencies scurrying to find
ways to make sure no one
was left without warm shel-
ter and hot meals.

From Montana to Florida
and Texas to Maine, home-
less shelters opened addi-
tional hours and home
checks were commonplace
as gusty winds carried teeth-
chattering Arctic air south-
ward.

“It literally cuts through
you,” Michael Acaldo, exec-
utive director of the Council
of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul in Baton Rouge, La.,
told Catholic News Service
Jan. 3.

Temperatures plunged
into the 20s in southeastern
Louisiana, forcing dozens
more people to show up at
the three emergency shelters
the council operates, Acaldo
said. During the cold snap,
about 120 men, women and
children were at the shelters.
A normal night would see 80
people, he said.

Down the road in New
Orleans, the city’s freeze
plan allows shelters to
expand capacity for several
nights until cold weather
subsides.

One of those shelters is
the Ozanam Inn, a partner of
Catholic Charities of New
Orleans. Clarence Adams,

executive director, said the
shelter welcomed 30 extra
people nightly, in addition to
the 96 on a typical night.

“We’re making the best of
it. Everybody’s trying to stay
warm,” he said.

Farther north in the Dio-
cese of Little Rock, Arkansas,
staff members at Jericho
Way, a homeless day
resource center operated by
the Catholic nonprofit
Depaul USA, saw an
increase in clients at their
doors.

Director Mandy Davis

said doors opened earlier
and stayed open later to give
people a place to stay out of
the cold. Churches and tem-
porary warming shelters
opened for people needing a
place to stay as well, she
said.

In the Diocese of Joliet,
Ill., the shelters were filled
for much of December as
cold weather settled in early,
said Pam Terrell, division
director of community ser-
vices for the diocese’s
Catholic Charities program.

She told CNS the agency

has established cold shelter
nights, allowing more than
the usual 80 people to seek
warmth during any given
evening.

“Both of our shelters serve
as warming centers during
inclement weather,” Terrell
said. “And both have 24-
hour call numbers for those
who may be searching for
cold shelter. So we go over
census and take anybody
in.”

In Dayton, Ohio, volun-
teers with the local Society of
St. Vincent de Paul council

saw as many as 400 people
show up at the two shelters
it operates. Normal winter
capacity is 300, said Adam
Wik, marketing director for
the council.

“More than anything, we
just want to make sure we’re
there,” he said.

In Baltimore, hundreds of
people turned to the Our
Daily Bread Employment
Center Hot Meal Program,
part of the archdiocese’s
Catholic Charities system,
during the East Coast’s most
recent winter storm.

The program has served
between 500 and 900 people
daily for 37 years and the
lines continued to be long
despite the single-digit tem-
peratures. About 560 people
were served Jan. 2.

“Elements drive (high
turnout), as well as their
(guests’) money,” said Penny
Lewis, director of Our Daily
Bread.

Several agency leaders
said that they also partner
with others in their commu-
nities to assure that high
heating bills will not force
people to lose utility service
when warmer weather
returns in the spring.

Local parish conferences
of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul have traditionally
helped provide funds for
utility payments to avoid
shutoffs and many already
have begun collecting addi-
tional funds in anticipation
of higher-than-normal bills
for low-income and elderly
households.

People struggle against wind and snow as they cross a street Jan. 4 in the Manhattan
borough of New York City. (CNS photo/Mike Segar, Reuters)

Linda Kaufman, director of homeless services for DowntownDC, tries to
persuade a homeless man to take shelter from subfreezing temperatures
early Jan. 3 in Washington. (CNS photo/Bob Roller) 

Doris Williams, a parishioner at St. Matthew Church in Baltimore, helps
prepare hot meals at Our Daily Bread Jan. 2, as bitterly cold temperatures
hit the city. (CNS photo/Kevin J. Parks, Catholic Review)
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Movie reviews

By John Mulderig 
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK (CNS) —
More than a few parents
have, no doubt, had occasion
to be alarmed at how easily
— and how often — kids be-
come absorbed by gadgetry
these days.

Perhaps they can take
comfort in the fact that such
preoccupation is nothing
compared to what transpires
in “Jumanji: Welcome to the
Jungle” (Columbia).

This amusing comic ad-
venture finds a quartet of
teens magically transported
into an old video game
where they inhabit the
avatars they chose before the
start of play.

Most of the laughs come
from the contrast between
the characters’ real-life per-
sonas and the bodies and
personalities they take on
within their new environ-
ment. Thus nervous nerd
Spencer (Alex Wolff) be-
comes muscle-bound he-
man archaeologist Dr. Smol-
der Bravestone (Dwayne

Johnson).
Football star “Fridge”

(Ser’Darius Blain) dwindles
into diminutive zoologist
Franklin “Moose” Finbar
(Kevin Hart). Self-absorbed
cheerleader-type Bethany
(Madison Iseman) mutates,
to her horror, into dumpy
cartographer Professor Shel-
don Oberon (Jack Black).
And good-hearted but shy
Martha (Morgan Turner)
blossoms into fierce Ruby
Roundhouse (Karen Gillan),
a specialist in “dance fight-
ing.”

As the group faces and
overcomes a series of chal-
lenges in their quest to win
the game — the only means
of re-emerging from it —
they learn familiar Holly-
wood lessons about the
value of teamwork and the
courage required to pursue
cherished dreams.

The various transforma-
tions the cast undergoes re-
call, at times, those of
Dorothy’s companions along
the Yellow Brick Road. At
other points, the personal
conversions and belated ca-

maraderie experienced by
the adolescent denizens of
John Hughes’ “The Breakfast
Club” seem to be summoned
up from way back when
(1985, to be precise).

All this might be fine for
the initial ensemble’s peers
in the audience. Especially
since, in crafting a film that
is more a variant on than a
sequel to 1995’s “Jumanji” —
though it’s based, like its
predecessor, on Chris Van

Allsburg’s 1981 children’s
book — director Jake Kasdan
keeps his picture’s conflicts
almost completely bloodless.

In the end, however, some
off-color gags and a consid-
erable amount of vulgarity
in the dialogue render this
strictly grownup fare. Much
is made, for instance, of
Bethany’s fascination with a
certain addition to her in-
ventory of body parts while
her flirtatious romance with

Alex (Nick Jonas), a long-
time captive in the game the
newcomers run across, plays
on the gay subtext of her
male avatar falling for the
lad.

Similarly, set-pieces show-
casing Ruby’s fighting skills,
while theoretically empow-
ering, are in reality merely
exploitative.

Still, for mature viewers
there is fun to be had from
this trek through the jungle.
But its undergrowth is too
thick for the tread of kids.

The film contains gunplay
and other combat violence,
some of it harsh but with
minimal gore, at least one
use of profanity and a couple
of milder oaths, sexual and
anatomical humor, a single
rough term as well as a few
crude and numerous crass
words. The Catholic News
Service classification is A-III
— adults. The Motion Pic-
ture Association of America
rating is PG-13 — parents
strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappropri-
ate for children under 13.

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle

By John Mulderig 
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK (CNS) — An
odd combination of ele-
ments makes up the offbeat
drama “Downsizing.” But
the residue that remains
with viewers is ultimately a
positive one.

On the dramatic level,
what begins as a curious sci-
fi fantasy about a futuristic
technology people can use to
shrink themselves (and
thereby greatly reduce the
toll they take on the environ-
ment) becomes a deeply hu-
mane, faith-tinged story
once it veers off in an unex-
pected direction.

Morally, to reach the pic-
ture’s ethical core, grown
moviegoers will have to re-
solve not to be put off by the
incidental sights and strong
vocabulary that make this a
wholly unsuitable offering
for youngsters. Some unac-
ceptable bedroom behavior
and implicitly anti-life pro-
paganda about the supposed
results of overpopulation are
further barriers along the
path to a wrap-up more in
harmony with Catholic

teaching.
Early scenes are only mar-

ginally engaging as we fol-
low the life of Paul Safranek
(Matt Damon), an in-house
physical therapist at the Ne-
braska headquarters of
Omaha Steaks.

Strapped for cash and
anxious to improve their
lifestyle, Paul and wife Au-
drey (Kristen Wiig) decide to
“go small.” They do so on
the assurance that their rela-
tively meager life savings
will be multiplied in value
many times in their new,
miniature environment.

But waking up from the
irreversible operation, Paul
discovers that a panicked,
selfish Audrey has decided,
at the last possible moment,
to stay big. A messy divorce
ensues in which Audrey
manages to fleece Paul. As a
result, Paul is reduced to
working as a phone sales-
man and living in a modest
apartment.

Attending a wild party
thrown by his neighbor,
Paul uncharacteristically de-
cides to experiment with an
unknown drug and wakes
up on his neighbor’s floor

the next morning much the
worse for wear.

Paul seems to have hit rock
bottom, at least temporarily.
Yet his life is about to be
transformed by his interac-
tion with Ngoc Lan Tran
(Hong Chau), one of the
maids who arrive to clean up
the post-party mess.

A Vietnamese refugee
who gained brief notoriety
as the only survivor of a
group escaping from her
homeland — where, as an
outspoken dissident-turned-
political-prisoner, she had
been forcibly downsized by
her captors — Ngoc intro-
duces Paul to a lifestyle and
set of priorities entirely at
odds with his own.

Accompanying her to the
outlying slum where she
lives, Paul witnesses the
daily round of charitable
giving in which Ngoc en-
gages, distributing the food
cast off by her various
wealthy employers. In case
he’s in any doubt as to the
inspiration for her generosi-
ty, she then announces that
their next stop will be the
evangelical chapel where she
enthusiastically worships.

Director and co-writer
Alexander Payne’s conver-
sion story, penned with Jim
Taylor, goes on to juxtapose
contemporary urban values
against the more traditional
and substantial ones es-
poused by Ngoc, and forces
Paul to make a fundamental
choice between them. He
also has to decide whether a
sexual encounter with Ngoc
is to be an isolated incident
or the inappropriate prelude
to something more lasting.

Despite its aesthetic and
moral rough spots, overall,
“Downsizing” turns out to
have considerable appeal for
a mature audience.

The film contains full nu-
dity in a medical context, off-
screen premarital sexual ac-
tivity, acceptability of di-
vorce, drug use, a few uses
of profanity as well as fre-
quent rough and occasional
crude and crass language.
The Catholic News Service
classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rat-
ing is R — restricted. Under
17 requires accompanying
parent or adult guardian.

Downsizing

(CNS photo/Sony)

(CNS photo/Paramount)
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N E W S B R I E F S Quotes
Re-Quoted

“Just as the influence
of the Holy Spirit is rec-
ognized when one does
an act of charity, Chris-
tians also must recognize
the presence of the devil
when bullying occurs.
When we realize that we
harbor within ourselves
the desire to attack some-
one because they are
weak, we have no doubt:
It is the devil. Because at-
tacking the weak is the
work of Satan.” 

— Pope Francis 

•••.

“The language of art,
culture and music can
bring people together in a
way that the language of
politics, economics and
management often fail to
do. And, by opening up
churches, chapels and
other sacred spaces at the
Vatican and in Rome,
singers from around the
world experience their
craft at a whole new
level.”

— Msgr. Vincenzo De
Gregorio, who heads the
Pontifical Institute of Sa-
cred Music in Rome.
Choirs from parishes in
Topeka, Kan., and the Dio-
cese of Orange, Calif., re-
cently performed in an
Epiphany Festival concert
at the Church of St. 
Ignatius in Rome on Jan. 3. 

•••

“I remember a story an
old missionary would tell
about a woman who went
to confession and she
began by telling her hus-
band’s faults, then went
on to her mother-in-law’s
faults and then the sins of
her neighbors. At a cer-
tain point, the confessor
told her, ‘But ma’am, tell
me, are you done?’ ‘No ...
Yes.’ ‘Great, you have fin-
ished with other people’s
sins, now start to tell me
yours.’”

— Pope Francis 

•••

.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— Because everyone has a
right to life, liberty and
personal security, nations
must find nonviolent solu-
tions to conflict and diffi-
culties, Pope Francis said.

A culture of peace “calls
for unremitting efforts in
favor of disarmament and
the reduction of recourse
to the use of armed force
in the handling of interna-
tional affairs,” he said Jan.
8 in his annual address to
diplomats accredited to
the Vatican.

Given the urgent need
to favor dialogue and
diplomacy in conflict reso-
lution and to end the
stockpiling of weapons, “I
would therefore like to en-
courage a serene and
wide-ranging debate on
the subject, one that
avoids polarizing the in-
ternational community on
such a sensitive issue,” the
pope said.

Pope: World peace

depends on right to

life, disarmament

Pope 
Francis
talks with a
patient dur-
ing an
unan-
nounced
visit Jan. 5
to children
at the Pali-
doro Bam-
bino Gesu
Hospital, in
Fiumicino,
outside
Rome.
(CNS
photo/
L'Osserva-
tore Ro-
mano) 

FIUMICINO, Italy (CNS)
— On the eve of Epiphany,
when most Italian children
wake up to find gifts and
candy, Pope Francis visited
a pediatric hospital outside
Rome.

The pope arrived at the
Palidoro Bambino Gesu
Hospital at about 3 p.m. Jan.

5 and visited the various
wards where about 120 chil-
dren are receiving treat-
ment, according to the Vati-
can press office.

The pope greeted the
children and “exchanged
some words of comfort with
the parents who are caring
for their children in their tir-

ing and painful trials,” the
statement said.

Visiting the hospital,
Pope Francis was “continu-
ing the experience of the
Mercy Fridays,” visits he
made to hospitals, orphan-
ages and other care facilities
during the 2015-16 Year of
Mercy.

Pope visits sick children in the hospital on eve of Epiphany

Pilgrims climb
to touch the Black
Nazarene during a
procession in
Manila, Philip-
pines, Jan. 7. The
wooden statue,
carved in Mexico
and brought to
the Philippine
capital in the
early 17th centu-
ry, is cherished by
Catholics, who
believe that
touching it can
lead to a miracle.
(CNS photo/
Romeo Ranoco,
Reuters) 

WASHINGTON (CNS)
— The Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency is revising its
policies to no longer ex-
clude houses of worship
from applying for federal
aid to recover from dam-
ages caused by natural
disasters.

The policy change was
outlined in the agency’s
revised manual issued
Jan. 2.

This change is not just
for damage caused in fu-
ture disasters but also af-
fects claims made by
churches last year from
Hurricanes Harvey and
Irma because it can be ap-
plied retroactively to
claims made “on or after
Aug. 23, 2017.”

An introduction to the
new FEMA manual cred-
its the change in policy to
a Supreme Court decision
last June, which ruled
that Trinity Lutheran
Church in Missouri
should not have been de-
nied a public benefit just
because it is a church. 

God comes to people in the simplest guises, says new Paris archbishop
PARIS (CNS) — The new

archbishop of Paris has
urged French Catholics to
ignore wealth and power
and look for God “in the
smallest, weakest and poor-
est.”

“If God wanted to show
himself, he might give the
task to some American
filmmaker — to Cecil B. De-
Mille, who could have done
something amazing, to
James Cameron with his
special effects, or to the Dis-

ney studios with their laser
technology,” said Archbish-
op Michel Aupetit.

“But when God shows
himself to people, he comes
with the greatest discretion
like a small child — in a sta-
ble among animals because
the world would not accept
him,” he said at his Jan. 6
installation at Notre Dame
cathedral. 

He said those who were
“truly great and all-power-
ful” had no need for “coro-

nets and symbols of office,”
adding that God touched
people who were “capable
of recognizing and listening
to him.”

Archbishop Aupetit said
Catholics needed to recog-
nize “God comes to us in
the simplest possible guis-
es, without a miter or a
crook — but he’s still God,
and we need faith to recog-
nize him.”

Churches no longer 

exempt from 

FEMA disaster aid
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Sacrament series: baptism

Food for
thought

Parents, godparents
and the entire communi-
ty of the Church play a
significant role in bap-
tism.

“For the grace of bap-
tism to unfold,” the Cat-
echism of the Catholic
Church states, parents
must assume their role
as “nurturers of the life
that God has entrusted
to them.”

Godparents must be
“firm believers” who are
“able and ready to help
the newly baptized —
child or adult — on the
road to Christian life,”
and the larger ecclesial
community should assist
the developing and safe-
guarding of the “grace
given at baptism,” the
catechism adds.

In a homily in 2015,
Pope Francis encour-
aged family members to
set an example for their
newly baptized children. 

“Dear parents, dear
godfathers and god-
mothers,” he said, “if
you want your children
to become true Chris-
tians, help them to grow
up ‘immersed’ in the
Holy Spirit, ... in the
warmth of the love of
God.”

By David Gibson
Catholic News Service

Baptism is no mere “for-
mality” in Christian life. “It
is an act that touches the
depths of our existence,”
Pope Francis remarked in
January 2014, speaking four
days before the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord, when
contemporary popes cus-
tomarily baptize babies in
the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel.

The pope was concerned
that some Christians may
view baptism only as “a for-
mal act of the Church to give
a name” to a child. More
than that, he wanted to call
attention to baptism’s far-
reaching effects.

Baptism, along with the
sacraments of confirmation
and the Eucharist, “config-
ures us to the Lord and turns
us into a living sign of his
presence and of his love,”
said the pope.

Mentioning baptism on
another 2014 occasion, Pope
Francis observed that it “re-
generates us in Christ, ren-
ders us a part of him and
unites us intimately among
ourselves as limbs of the
same body, of which he is the
head.”

The risk in viewing bap-
tism as a formality is that it
might also be considered
unimportant. This is a gen-
uine concern in times when
reports of a decreasing num-
ber of infant baptisms often

have been heard.
Christians always

considered baptism an
event to celebrate. Yes,
the weeks leading up to
Easter, the principal oc-
casion for baptisms dur-
ing the Church’s early
centuries, were a time of
penitence. We know
these weeks as Lent.

Afterward, however,
it was time to rejoice. Je-
suit Father Josef Jung-
mann, an important
20th-century historian
of the Church’s worship
and sacramental life,
wrote that “as early as
the second century, peo-
ple regarded ... the en-
tire seven weeks which
followed Easter as a fes-
tal time.”

But what is celebrat-
ed?

Baptism “grafts” be-
lievers “as a living
member onto Christ
and his Church,” Pope
Francis said. In the language
of St. Paul, each baptized
person becomes part of
Christ’s body.

Paul had much to say
about Christ’s living body
and its members’ diversity
— their varied backgrounds,
roots, talents and needs. But
“we were all baptized into
one body,” Paul said (1 Cor
12:12-29).

The living body of Christ,
therefore, “is not a single
part, but many.” Yet each

part is needed, valued. 
Whenever I think of

Christ’s living body, I re-
member the warm, inviting
words of Pope Benedict XVI
when he baptized 10 infants
in January 2006. 

“Through baptism,” he
stressed, “each child is in-
serted into a gathering of
friends, who never abandon
him in life or in death, be-
cause these companions are
God’s family.”

He added, “This group of

friends, this family of
God ... will always ac-
company him, even on
days of suffering and in
life’s dark nights.”

Isn’t becoming graft-
ed onto such a commu-
nity reason enough to
celebrate baptism?

Baptized Christians
celebrate the rewards of
life in Christ’s living
body. But they also are
charged with doing
their part to ensure that
the faith community ac-
tually is “a gathering of
friends” and “compan-
ions” for others who
suffer and experience
dark times.

In the thinking of
many, a formality refers
to life’s red tape. It is in-
consequential, some-
thing quickly to consign
to the past. But baptism
cannot be consigned to
the past.

That is why Pope
Francis encourages Chris-
tians to discover and remem-
ber the date of their baptism.
Otherwise, he fears, they
could “lose awareness of
what the Lord has done” in
them and think of their bap-
tism only as a past event.

However, the pope stated,
“we are called to live out our
baptism every day.”

Gibson served on Catholic
News Service’s editorial staff
for 37 years.

Baptism ‘touches the depths of our existence’

Celebrating baptismal day each year affirms life of faith
By Kelly Bothum
Catholic News Service

In a society known for cel-
ebrating just about anything
— July 1 is International Joke
Day and there are two Na-
tional Doughnut Days — it’s
a bit surprising that more
Catholics don’t commemo-
rate their baptismal day.

Many of us don’t know
exactly when we were bap-
tized, especially if we were
babies when it happened. In-
stead, our baptismal date be-
comes a piece of family triv-
ia or something that’s un-
earthed when preparing for
another sacrament, like mar-
riage.

But there’s a good reason
to celebrate our baptism. It’s

our Church birthday — the
day when we were born into
the light of Christ. And cele-
brating that milestone is ex-
actly what Pope Francis has
called us as Catholics to do
— several times, in fact, and
most recently during an
Aug. 2, 2017, general audi-
ence.

“We are born twice over:
the first time into natural
life; the second, thanks to the
encounter with Christ, at the

baptismal font,” he said in
his catechesis. “If we are true
to our baptism, we will
spread the light of the hope
— baptism is the beginning
of hope, that hope — of God,
and we will be able to pass
on to future generations the
meaning of life.”

Baptisms have always
been a big deal for Martin
Buganski and his family,
who marked the day with
presents, a special dinner
and dessert. 

With seven children,
being able to pick out the
family meal is a pretty big
deal, but the most significant
part actually came after
everyone finished eating,
Buganski said.

That’s when the family

would go around the table
and share a few words about
how they believed the per-
son of honor was living up
to his or her baptismal
promises. Buganski’s family
calls it “honoring,” and they
still try to keep this part of
the baptismal celebration
when possible.

“It’s such an affirmation,
and in general, we are not
used to accepting affirma-
tion,” said Buganski, 24, a
mission leader for St. Paul’s
Outreach at Seton Hall Uni-
versity in South Orange, N.J. 

“To have somebody say-
ing out loud the good things
about you, and who you are
choosing to be, and how you
are responding to that bap-
tismal grace, you feel great.

You feel fantastic after-
ward.”

Now that he is older,
Buganski isn’t always home
for a family dinner. Instead,
he attends Mass and goes to
confession on his baptismal
day. And he’s tried to share
the practice of honoring
while working as a mission-
ary.

In his audience, Pope
Francis said that celebrating
our baptism helps spread
Christ’s light. He actually
likened the spread to an in-
fection, but it’s powerful to
think of our lives — through
our baptism — as helping to
illuminate the word of God.

Bothum is a freelance writer
and a mother of three.

Pope Francis baptizes one of 28 ba-
bies in the Sistine Chapel at the Vati-
can Jan. 8, 2017. (CNS photo/L’Osser-
vatore Romano, handout)
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‘Echoes’ of a singer-songwriter’s faith

Maher believes we have to
develop a more personal ap-
proach to passing on our
faith in everyday life. But
the modern world often
makes that difficult, espe-
cially on social media where
people often share articles
that appeal to them on an
emotional level without
fully thinking through
whether these pieces fully
reflect what the Catholic
faith teaches. 

Maher encourages us to
listen for the authentic call of
Jesus instead: “He’s the one
whispering in your ear the
desire to improve your-
selves, making your life

Catholic singer-song-
writer Matt Maher is the dad
of three kids under the age
of 6, and he realizes that
they learned to talk by echo-
ing what they heard him
and his wife say. 

With that in mind, Maher
came to see that Christianity
is similarly spread through
the echoes of other Chris-
tians’ words and actions. 

Therefore, he named his
latest album “Echoes,” and
we talked about it recently
on “Christopher Closeup.” 

Maher explained that he
was a cradle Catholic, who
didn’t take his faith serious-
ly until he turned 20. Look-
ing back at the years he
spent working for the
Church in Phoenix, he said,
“So much of my faith was
formed by listening to the
people around me and the
things they said and empha-
sized. And I turned around
and did the same thing.”

While affirming the im-
portance of catechesis,

more fraternal to improve so-
ciety ... telling you to dream
the big dreams, to live life
abundantly. What (Anglican
theologian) N.T. Wright said
was, ‘All of humanity hears
the echo of a voice who calls
for the wrong things to be
made right.’”

Making things right is
something that starts with
each of us individually, a
message Maher shares in his
song “Clean Heart.” The
lyrics state: “Woke up this
morning / The whole world
was yelling / I wish I was
dreaming / Of all that we’ve
been through. / My soul has
been searching / For some
deeper meaning / I know
there’s a kindness / That
leads me to the truth. /
When everybody’s looking
for another fight / When
trouble’s on the rise, no end
in sight / Oh Savior, won’t
you come and make the
wrong things right? / Let
me be the place you start /
Give me a clean heart.”

A heart that listens
Prayer is a conversation with God. We speak to God

as we pray the responses of the liturgy and the psalms,
in familiar devotions of the Church and with words that
flow spontaneously from the heart. 

While speaking to God is a necessary part of Christ-
ian prayer, listening to God is even more fundamental.
This Sunday, God’s word invites us to cultivate a heart
of listening so that we may hear God call each one of us
by name. 

The more we listen, the more we hear God’s voice.
When we open our hearts to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit, we attune ourselves to God’s voice and welcome
his holy word as wisdom for daily life.

Samuel had never heard God’s voice — until he
heard the Lord call him by name. The young boy mis-
takenly thought it was Eli, the temple priest. Three times
the Lord called to Samuel, and three times Samuel ran to
Eli’s side. 

Eventually Eli, a wise and prayerful man himself, un-
derstood what was happening to Samuel. So, he said to
Samuel, “Go to sleep, and if you are called, reply, Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening.”

Eli taught Samuel the way of prayer. Samuel had to
be guided to recognize God’s voice addressed to him as
a gift of faith. In the same way, the Church teaches us
how to pray, opening our hearts and minds to hearing
God call us by name with his eternal word of love and
mercy.

This openness to hearing God’s voice continues in the
responsorial psalm: “Here I am, Lord, I come to do your
will.” Now it is the psalmist who teaches us how to pray
with a listening heart, attentive to God’s word and will.

In the Gospel, Jesus encounters Peter and Andrew
who become his disciples after they hear the witness of
John the Baptist. We are told that John was standing
with the two disciples, and as Jesus walked by, he said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God.”

Peter and Andrew heard the message of John and fol-
lowed Jesus. Discipleship flows from listening to the
voice of God.

Will we respond in faith and discipleship as we hear
God call us by name as we say in faith, “Speak to me,
Lord.”

This guest editorial was written by Jem Sullivan, secretary
for Catholic education of the Archdiocese of Washington.

On the tree 
of the cross 

the Heart of Jesus,
our beloved, 

beheld your heart
and loved it. 
By the love 
he bore it 

he obtained 
every good that 
you shall ever

have.

— St. Francis 
de Sales
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Jan. 14,
1968: About 350 people
gathered for a Mass in the
Polish vernacular that was
celebrated on Jan. 7 at St.
Joan of Arc Parish, Kokomo.
Father Kenneth T. Raczek
was the principal celebrant. 

• 25 years ago, Jan. 17,
1993: The 108th session of
the Indiana General Assem-
bly is now in full swing. The
Indiana Catholic Conference
hopes to impact the legisla-
ture with its message of
putting children and fami-
lies first. Dr. M. Desmond
Ryan is executive director of
the ICC.

• 10 years ago, Jan. 13,
2008: Volunteers from the
Lafayette diocese recently
traveled to Pass Christian,
Miss., to aid in recovery ef-
forts in the Gulf Coast com-
munity. In August 2005,
Hurricane Katrina sent a 35-
foot-high wall of water into
the town of 6,900, destroy-
ing thousands of residences.

• Five years ago, Jan. 13,
2013: Dozens of sidewalk
counselors and “prayer war-
riors” who give witness out-
side four abortion centers in
Indianapolis were honored
at the ninth annual “Gifts of
Life” Mass celebrated at St.
Maria Goretti Parish in
Westfield on Jan. 6.

Saints 
of the week

Sebastian
(died c. 288)

Feast: Jan. 20

According to the
many legends surround-
ing Sebastian, he was
born in Gaul and raised
in Milan. Though a
Christian, he joined the
imperial army at Rome
about 283. He made con-
verts of officials and jail-
ers, effected cures and
urged Christian prison-
ers to stay strong in their
faith. He was named
captain of the praetorian
guards, but the emperor,
upon finding out he was
a Christian, ordered his
execution. Shot with ar-
rows and left for dead,
Sebastian survived and
was nursed back to life.
Later, he denounced the
emperor for his cruelty
to Christians, and the
emperor had him beaten
to death.

(Catholic News Service)

May the Lord accept the sacrifices at these hands ...
By Laura Kelly Fanucci 
Catholic News Service

“Pray, brothers and sis-
ters, that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty
Father.” 

For months, I
have listened to fa-
miliar words from a
distance, spending
part of every Mass in
the chapel next to
our church’s sanctu-
ary, nursing our
youngest when he
fusses. 

“May the Lord ac-
cept the sacrifice at your
hands,” I hear echoing off
the chapel walls, “for the
praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of
all his holy Church.” 

I long to be back in the

pew, but the baby spits up
again. The contrast cuts
sharp in my mind’s eye: the
priest’s hands holding shin-
ing gold vessels, mine swab-
bing stains with a damp

burp cloth. 
What is the sacri-

fice at the priest’s
hands that we cele-
brate in call and re-
sponse? The gifts of
bread and wine, our
prayers of praise and
thanksgiving, the
memorial of Christ’s
sacrifice of love? 

Yes to all of this.
The sacred mysteries

of our faith. 
But sitting apart from the

congregation, I hear it differ-
ently, too. Voices young and
old joined together, gather-
ing from homes and schools
and workplaces, offering the

sacrifices of their lives to
God. 

Their voices remind me to
look down and see the sacri-
fice I hold in my lap. The
surrender of my own desires
to my child’s needs. 

“May the Lord accept the
sacrifice at your hands.” I
carry these words as I bring
the baby back to our pew.

Could this refrain be a
prayer I carry into my ordi-
nary time? To ask that the
sacrifices of my own hands
might become a worthy of-
fering to God?

Sacrifice is thick at the
hands I know, once I open
my eyes to see.

Adult children caring for
their aging father, bathing
and feeding the one who
once washed and fed them.
A single mother who stays
up late sewing to support

her three children with spe-
cial needs. New bakery own-
ers who spend hours knead-
ing dough and crunching
numbers to birth their
dream.

Think of all the things
hands can do. Think of the
thousand things your hands
have done this week.

Our hands type spread-
sheets and file bills. They
grow grimy with dirt in gar-
dens to feed others. They
send texts to friends and
hold open doors for
strangers. They raise fami-
lies, build businesses, sup-
port communities, fix prob-
lems. 

May the Lord accept the
sacrifices at these hands. The
gifts of lives poured out and
broken open and given up in
humble memory of the God
we love.

Not all hands offer sacri-
fice, of course. We can be
tempted toward selfishness
instead. Some hands cannot
hold or carry, so they need
the support of others. 

But the limits of our fin-
gers teach us as much as
their abilities. We do not get
through life without help.
And we all know when our
hands have done hard work
out of love. 

We may never grasp the
fullness of Christ’s sacrifice
— on the cross or in every
Eucharist. But what we
touch here on earth can re-
mind us. 

In the words of St. Teresa
of Avila, Christ has no hands
now but yours. 

Fanucci is a mother, writer
and director of a project on vo-
cation at the Collegeville Insti-
tute in Collegeville, Minn. 

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Joseph Church, Rochester.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. (Spanish) 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.

Guest column

Laura Kelly
Fanucci
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

The Ladies Guild of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Attica recently hosted
its annual holiday bazaar, which featured homemade baked goods, baby

quilts, and Christmas crafts and decorations. (Photos by Jesica E.
Hollinger)
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