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Bishop: Proposed

revisions of 

protection charter

nearly ready

By Peter Finney Jr. 
Catholic News Service

NEW ORLEANS (CNS)
— Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana, chair-
man of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on the Protec-
tion of Children and Young
People, said a two-year pro-
ject to revise the charter that
guides the U.S. Church in
protecting minors from sex-
ual abuse is nearly ready to
be presented to the full body
of bishops.

Bishop Doherty told the
13th annual Child and
Youth Protection Catholic
Leadership Conference in
New Orleans that the pro-
posed revisions of the
“Charter for the Protection
of Children and Young Peo-
ple” will be discussed and
voted on at the bishops’
June 13-14 spring general
assembly in Fort Laud-
erdale, Fla.

“We’ve done a lot of nice
work over the last two
years,” Bishop Doherty said.
“The great thing people
should know is that this has
been a collaboration among
a lot of bishops’ committees 

(Continued on Page 15)

Lafayette diocese welcomes two new priests, two transitional deacons

Story and more photos from the June 2 celebration, Pages 8-11.
Meet our new priests and deacons, Pages 12-14.

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty ordained two men to the priesthood and two men to the transitional diaconate on
June 2 at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Lafayette. Hundreds of priests, seminarians,
religious, family, friends and well-wishers filled the cathedral for the celebration. Above from left are Father
James De Oreo, Deacon William Summerlin, Bishop Doherty, Deacon Sean Aaron and Father Christian DeCarlo.
(Photo by Bob Nichols)

Celebrating the Class of 2018: Central Catholic Junior-Senior High School in Lafayette and St. Theodore
Guerin High School in Noblesville celebrated their commencements on June 1 and June 3. Share in their stories
and celebrations on Pages 4-5. (Photos by Sarah L. Murphy and Bob Nichols)
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1) Genesis 3:9-15
2) 2 Corinthians 4:13 to 5:1
3) Gospel: Mark 3:20-35

Monday, June 11
1) Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3
2) Gospel: Matthew 10:7-
13 or Matthew 5:1-12

Tuesday, June 12
1) 1 Kings 17:7-16
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16

Wednesday, June 13
1) 1 Kings 18:20-39
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:17-19

Thursday, June 14
1) 1 Kings 18:41-46
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:20-26

Friday, June 15
1) 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-16
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:27-32

Saturday, June 16
1) 1 Kings 19:19-21
2) Gospel: Matthew 5:33-37

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass
for every day of the
week are linked to the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

June 10
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in Ordinary Time
Cycle B Readings:
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Sandra Santucci, director
of the diocesan Office of
Divine Worship and
Liturgical Formation,
offered a note of apprecia-
tion following the June 2
ordination of priests and
deacons: “The Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana
would like to thank all
who helped prepare and
celebrate the June 2 ordina-
tions of Father Christian
DeCarlo, Father James De

Oreo, Deacon Sean Aaron
and Deacon William Sum-
merlin. Thank you to all
who continue to support

and pray for vocations and
for all of our clergy. Thank
you to all of the staff and
volunteers of the Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception,
especially Mary Farrell,
Betty Korty, Molly Diener,
Rusty Warwick, Leigh
Anne King, the Altar and
Rosary Society, and the
Knights of Columbus.
Thank you to all of the
liturgical ministers, espe-

cially Ramiro Herrera, Pia
Meyers, Rex Rund, Lee
Barlow, Dave Morrow,
Caleb Shultz, all of the
choir members who joined
us from various parishes,
and all of the seminarians.
We also would like to
thank Deacon Mike
Mescall, Deacon Steve
Miller, Deacon Mike Gray,
Jonathan F. Sullivan, Char-
lene Kuhn and Mulberry
Telecommunications.”

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Diocese names 2018 scholarship winners
The Christopher Warner

Scholarship was established
as a memorial to Christopher
Warner of St. Patrick Parish,
Kokomo. The $1,000 scholar-
ship is awarded annually to
a high school senior in the
Lafayette diocese who
demonstrates Catholic faith
and identity through com-
mitment and service to
parish, school or community. 

The 2018 recipients of the
Christopher Warner Scholar-
ship are:

• Augustus Bigot, son of
David and Anne Marie
Bigot. A member of St. Maria
Goretti Church in Westfield,
Augustus plans to attend
Indiana University Bloom-
ington, where he will study
economic consulting.

• Annie Wolfert, daughter
of Matt and Cheryl Wolfert.
A member of Holy Spirit
Church in Fishers, Annie
plans to attend Ball State
University in Muncie, where
she will study musical the-
ater.

The Diocesan Leadership
Scholarship was established
in 1994 to recognize a high

school senior in the
Lafayette diocese who
demonstrates active partici-
pation and Catholic leader-
ship in parish and parish
youth ministry programs.

The 2018 recipients of the
Diocesan Leadership Schol-
arship are:

• Maggie Hampton,
daughter of Will and Becky
Hampton. A member of Our
Lady of Grace Church in
Noblesville, Maggie plans to
attend University of Detroit
Mercy, where she will study
pre-science and move to
biology.  

• Jacob Labus, son of Ted
and Deedy Labus. A member
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church in Carmel, Jacob
plans to attend DePauw Uni-
versity, where he will study
economics.  

The Father Frederick
Perry Northcentral Indiana
Hispanic Scholarship Fund
and the Lafayette Diocesan
Foundation, Inc. are pleased
to be able to provide a $1,000
scholarship opportunity. The
scholarships are for Catholic
Hispanic children who are

either currently enrolled
seniors in the Lafayette dio-
cese who will meet gradua-
tion requirements this
semester or students who
have previously graduated
from a high school within
the diocese or who have
completed their GED and
who have been accepted as
incoming students or who
are currently enrolled as stu-
dents at an accredited col-
lege or trade school within
the United States. 

The 2018 recipients of the
Father Frederick Perry
Northcentral Indiana His-
panic Scholarship are:

• Cassandra Cazares,
daughter of Francisco and
Gabriela Cazares. A member
of St. Mary Church in
Alexandria, Cassandra plans
to attend Indiana University
Bloomington, where she will
study biology and French.

• Sophia Fernandez,
daughter of Guillermo and
Elizabeth Fernandez. A
member of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church in Carmel,
Sophia plans to attend Fran-
ciscan University of
Steubenville in Steubenville,

Ohio, where she will study
marketing or management.

• Erica Gualajara, daugh-
ter of Flavio and Yesenia
Gualajara. A member of St.
Peter Church in Winamac,
Erica plans to attend Indiana
University South Bend,
where she will study chem-
istry.

• Daniela Lopez, daugh-
ter of Eusebio and Agapita
Lopez. A member of St. Paul
Church in Marion, Daniela
plans to attend Indiana Uni-
versity-Purdue University
Indianapolis, where she will
study accounting.

• Lucia Perez, daughter of
Alfonso and Catherine
Perez. A member of St. Maria
Goretti Church in Westfield,
Lucia plans to attend Purdue
University; her field of study
is undetermined.

• Analis Robles, daughter
of Ramon and Sandra Rob-
les. A member of St.
Lawrence Church in
Lafayette, Analis attends
Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis,
where she is studying ele-
mentary education.

Graduating high school seniors were recognized
recently at a brunch at St. Joseph Parish in Rochester.
With pastor Father Mike McKinney are Daisy Arroyo,
Emily Ruiz, Morgan Ruff, Austin Utter, Maria Hunting

and Sarah Schaller. Other graduating seniors include
Chase Brown, David Castillo and Olivia Jennings.
(Photo provided)
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Change of address? Send it to us at moment@dol-in.org!

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment 
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INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Lafayette Central Catholic 
Jr.-Sr. High School job opening

Lafayette Central Catholic Jr.-Sr. High School 
is seeking qualified applicants for a Director of 
Campus Ministry.

Please visit www.lcss.org/about/workforlcss/ 
to apply.

Diocese welcomes new director of stewardship, development
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Mike
MacNulty is the new dioce-
san director of stewardship
and development.

He succeeds Bob
McCreary, who retired after
serving as director since
2009. 

“About 10 years ago, I felt
something wasn’t right and I
thought God might be call-
ing me to something differ-
ent,” MacNulty said. “I real-
ly started looking around for
what God might want me to
do. I really wanted to make a
difference by serving peo-
ple.”

As director, his duties
include overseeing the
redemption phase of Fruitful
Harvest, the diocese’s bien-
nial fund-raising appeal, and
the Lafayette Diocesan
Foundation, Inc. MacNulty
began his new duties on
April 24. 

“I think I am so blessed to
stand in the big, big foot-
prints of Bob and Kathy
(Waldrep, retired associate
director of stewardship and
development) in all that they
have done,” he said. “I have

nothing but respect for the
great things they have done
in the diocesan foundation,
Fruitful Harvest and the
seminarian appeal. They
have laid such a wonderful
foundation, and there’s an
opportunity to look forward
because so much has been
done so well in the past.”

“Mike is a strong addition
to our team,” said Matt
McKillip, diocesan chief
financial officer and execu-
tive director of administra-
tion. “He’ll be building on a
solid foundation laid by Bob
McCreary and taking the
diocese to an entire new

level of stewardship and
development, while collabo-
rating and coordinating with
development staff through-
out our parishes and
schools. Mike’s corporate
sales and business leader-
ship background, combined
with his deep Catholic faith
and engaging style, will
greatly grow our capacity to
serve Christ through the
faithful in the diocese.”

With more than 25 years
of experience in business
development, sales and mar-
keting, MacNulty spent the
last 12 years at Roche Diag-
nostics in Indianapolis. 

He received a bachelor’s
degree in business adminis-
tration in marketing from
the University of Notre
Dame and a master’s degree
in business administration
from Loyola University. He
is also in the process of com-
pleting the Ecclesial Lay
Ministry (ELM) Program. 

After speaking to Deacon
Steve Miller at his home
parish, St. Maria Goretti,
Westfield, MacNulty began
thinking about the perma-
nent diaconate. 

“I was accepted into the
program, but after discern-

ing, felt called to do some-
thing else,” he said. “I then
joined the ELM program
because I was driven to
deepen my knowledge and
understanding of our faith.”

He and his wife, Jori, are
members of their parish’s
Pre-Cana ministry and mar-
riage ministry, and MacNul-
ty also teaches second-grade
religious education.

The couple have four chil-
dren.

“I want to make a differ-
ence by serving and helping
people understand what
God wants of them and to
help them fulfill what God
wants of them,” MacNulty
said. “I see this role as an
awesome way to do that. I
can help people to under-
stand stewardship and to
make it part of who they are
in terms of that giving spirit,
while also helping them
become who they need to be
in God’s eyes by being won-
derful stewards. I want peo-
ple to receive the benefit,
and to help them realize the
goodness that God wants of
them.  

“I will be using much of
my marketing and sales
background,” he said. “As I

bring new ideas to the Office
of Stewardship and Devel-
opment and to try to bring
more transparency, that’s
going to help broaden the
life of stewardship. 

“I think a lot about faith
and works,” MacNulty said.
“You’re never going to work
your way to heaven, but it’s
not just faith and believing,
because if you truly have
faith then you are changed.
What happens when you are
changed are your works. So
your works come from your
faith. I see the same about
stewardship and develop-
ment. 

“It’s not just about devel-
opment, about getting
money — even if you do
wonderful things with it. It’s
the idea that just as people
are changed by faith, people
can be changed through
stewardship. By that gen-
erosity, that spirit of stew-
ardship, their giving of time,
talent and treasure comes
from them changing them-
selves through stewardship.
Just like works flow from
faith, I think development
flows from stewardship.”

MacNulty can be e-mailed
at mmacnulty@dol-in.org.

Mike MacNulty
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The Class of 2018

‘Go out on our own ... and be the people of God’
By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — A focus
on the future, with a stress
on the importance of the
past, traveled through the
speeches of the commence-
ment ceremony for Central
Catholic Junior-Senior High
School’s Class of 2018 on
June 1.

B efore his invocation,
Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty glanced

around the gym with a smile
and said, “This moment
never gets old.”  

The welcome address was
given by Sherya V. Pumari-
no, student council presi-
dent. She began by reflecting
on the graduating seniors’
beginnings as awkward
junior high students who
journeyed together through
faith, school and retreats to
become “slightly less-awk-
ward adults.” 

Principal Neil R. Wagner
said, “The Scripture verse
the class has chosen tells me
Christ has played a part in
this journey as well.” He
quoted Proverbs 3:5-6 about
trusting the Lord rather than
one’s own understanding.   

He said directly to the
Class of 2018, “Trust in the
Lord for guidance is a mes-
sage we can’t repeat
enough.”

Father Eric C. Under-
wood, V.F., pastor of St.
Lawrence Church, Lafayette,
introduced salutatorian
Madeline A. Roach, a mem-
ber and volunteer at his
parish.

“Maddie strives to be
kind and non-judgmental,
characteristics she finds
challenging at times, but so
necessary for our world.
Certainly, Maddie will go far
to make our world a better
place,” Father Underwood
said.

Roach is enrolled at Pur-
due University to begin a
degree in biology in the fall.
She spoke of individualism,
choosing to be vulnerable,
and the presence of God at
Central Catholic.

“I would like to thank
God for watching over this
talented and amazing Class
of 2018,” she said. “God is
always present and during
my time at CC, I was able to
deepen my relationship with
him.”  

She gave attribution to the

SEARCH retreats
she was able to be a
part of during her
last two years at
Central Catholic for
helping her grow in
faith.

“My relationship
with God has grown
s u b s t a n t i a l l y
stronger and I’ve
been able to see the
face of God in those
around me,” Roach
said.

Father Jeffrey D.
Martin, pastor of the
Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immac-
ulate Conception,
introduced valedic-
torian Briana J. Ray-
man by speaking
directly to her from
the podium.

“On behalf of
your parish, we are very
thankful for your volun-
teerism,” he said, speaking
of her six years as a leader of
Vacation Bible School at the
cathedral.  

Father Martin said Ray-
man also gave much of her
time and talents throughout
the Lafayette community,
and that she “demonstrated
a servant’s heart” at St.
Anthony Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center and the
Tippecanoe County Public
Library Summer Reading
Programs.

Rayman is enrolled at
Indiana University to pursue
a degree in biology with a

pre-med concentration.
“There’s something about

Central Catholic that creates
leaders,” Rayman said. “I
teach you; you teach me. We
push each other to grow,
form ideas, be more
involved, and think about
something from someone
else’s point of view.”

Perspective and “learning
to see Christ in others helps
us to understand that we’re
all on a faith journey togeth-
er,” she said. “Luckily, we
were blessed with this
opportunity to travel a little
while together and help each
other prepare for our
futures.” 

She concluded her
valedictory address
by saying her class
was well prepared
by Central Catholic
“to go out on our
own, out in the real
world, and be the
people of God.”

Senior class presi-
dent Makenna A.
Meister introduced
Arthur L. Taylor as
the commencement
speaker chosen by
the class, noting that
he “has been with
some of the gradu-
ates in this class
since kindergarten
when his wife, Ann,
taught them.”

Grandfather of
Austin Taylor — a
member of the grad-
uating class — as

well as retired Eli Lilly
department head of analyti-
cal services, Taylor said he
had been blessed to be con-
sidered a grandfather by
other members of the Class
of 2018. He said he felt that
gave him the right to pass on
“grandfatherly observa-
tions” and advice to the stu-
dents.

“Jesus is in the heart of
this school and in the heart
of the community. You are
the heart of this school.
Therefore, Jesus is in you,”
Taylor said. “That doesn’t
change as you walk out the
doors as graduates.”

He told the graduating

seniors to remember their
pasts and reflect on them,
but not to stay there. He
wanted all to realize that the
dreams they once had for the
future were now part of their
histories.

“Mrs. Taylor and I hope
you will go through those
doors tonight and enter the
world with a sense of accom-
plishment, but not comple-
tion,” Taylor said.

J. Eric Davis, executive
director of the Lafayette
Catholic School System,
spoke of common concluding
addresses being given at high
schools across the nation. He
said a prevalent theme
amongst them was about stu-
dents learning, then pursuing
their passions.

“Real passion is not self-
ish. It occurred to me that
maybe, just maybe, passion
comes from God. Maybe it’s
the Holy Spirit working
within us, helping to lead us
to what God is calling us to
be,” Davis said. “If you’re
still trying to find your pas-
sion, maybe the answer is to
stop looking and start listen-
ing.”

Bishop Emeritus William
L. Higi prayed during his
benediction: “May they
always be proud to be alum-
ni of Central Catholic, and
may the Central Catholic
family always see things in
their lives that make us
proud of them.”

Four alumni were induct-
ed into the “Distinguished
Knights to Remember.”
They are: Michael C.
Muinser, Class of 1961;
Daniel N. Korty, Class of
1964; Susan C. Schmitz,
Class of 1976; and Father
Theodore C. Dudzinski,
Class of 1983.

Also honored for their ser-
vice to Central Catholic stu-
dents were Jodi Justak, direc-
tor of campus ministry, and
Tabitha Bellman, science
teacher, for their time and
efforts as Class of 2018 mod-
erators.

(Photos by Sarah L. Murphy)
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The Class of 2018

‘May I have the courage to be the light of Christ’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

NOBLESVILLE — The
178 members of the Class of
2018 at St. Theodore Guerin
High School gathered for the
last time on June 3 as the
12th class to graduate from
the school. 

H undreds of family
members and
friends filled

bleachers and folding chairs
as the seniors processed into
the gymnasium, or as they
know it, “the nest.”

Principal James McNeany
said that graduating from
Guerin Catholic is not easy. 

“A great deal of work was
put in outside of the class-
room. ... I’m proud of you,”
he said. “Your class has done
amazing things here at St.
Theodore Guerin and has
left quite a legacy. You
served as mentors and role
models to the three classes
who watched your journey
this year. You were outstand-
ing leaders on retreats to
underclassmen, you wel-
comed transfer students on
your four-year journey with
open arms. You had a great
sense of humor as well, as
evidenced by the over 2,000
images of yours truly that
we found around the build-
ing these last two weeks.”

He pointed out the love
and support all the gradu-
ates received over the years
from teachers, classmates
and, in particular, from their
parents. 

“You will probably not
understand for many years
what today means to your
parents,” McNeany said.
“But it’s a big day. They
loved you through your suc-
cesses and they loved you
through your mistakes
because that’s what parents
do. They love you uncondi-
tionally.

“... The responsibility now
falls on you to hold yourself
accountable,” he said.
“Please recognize when you
still need help, surround
yourself with people who
will call you back if you get
too far down the wrong
path. … No matter if you
walk the straight and narrow
or if you stray from God’s
path, please know that the
Church as well as your par-
ents’ home will always wel-
come you back. And may
you never forget that there

was one group that will
always be there to support
you along the journey — and
that’s your Guerin Catholic
family — your brothers and
sisters sitting next to you
right now.” 

There were nine valedic-
torians who all had cumula-
tive grade point averages of
4.0: Olivia Balcer, Arinn Cox,
Lily Klezmer, Jacob Labus,
Josephine McQuillan, Will-
iam Oberndorfer, Andrew
Thieme, Molly Witt and
Laura Zerla. 

Two salutatorians, Jordan
Chang and Clay Hepp, had
3.99 GPAs.

Student speakers chosen
to give an address together
were Lily Klezmer and
William Oberndorfer.

“In spite of where we
came from, Guerin Catholic
is where we are now and has
acted as our second family
for the past four years of our
lives,” Klezmer said.

“No doubt exists that the
defining moments of these
past four years together have
shaped us and will continue
to transform us as we turn
into the young adults we all
yearn to be,” Oberndorfer
said.

“We also appreciate our
time with such loving and
inspiring educators,” he
said. “As we all know first-
hand, the teachers here focus
on much more than simply
teaching historical facts,
chemical reactions, mathe-

matical equations, musical
notes or painting tech-
niques.”

“They taught us about
growing and maintaining
our faith,” Klezmer said.
“Working together and sup-
porting each other not only
as classmates, but as broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.”

“Now we are ready to
leave this nest that we call a
gym. Or gym that we call a
nest,” Oberndorfer said. “We
have all heard the classic
statements about spreading
our wings as we leave
Guerin. But Lily and I want
to take this one step further.
We leave here ready to build
nests of our own.” 

“Build a nest using the tal-
ents you developed here,”
Klezmer said. “Build a nest
to serve others in Christ.
Build a nest with passion
and dedication to better
yourself and those that sur-
round you. Build a nest root-
ed in faith and love. Overall,
build a nest like Guerin
Catholic.”

The senior class voted to
have Mark Duray, director of
fine arts, give a final address.

“Some days it is hard to
find Jesus out there,” Duray
said. “With the school shoot-
ing at Noblesville West a lit-
tle more than a week ago,
I’ve heard experts say that
we need to have more con-
versations, better conversa-
tions. And while that may be
true, I believe we need action

already. We all know what
needs to be done and you
know how to do it. You
know why? Because you are
Catholic. 

“... You are young women
and men of action,” he said.
“That’s what all these people
in this gym, by the grace of
God, have helped reveal in
you all these years. On our
very best days as parents,
teachers and mentors or
even on our worst days, you
have been equipped with a
lesson, a skill or ability or
sensibility by our action,
word or deed — some days
better than others. But never-
theless, you have been
equipped as agents of good-
ness, as apostolic workers,
workers that are ready to
stand in to do the work of
Christ here on earth.

“... To me, being an agent
of goodness, being an apos-
tolic worker means being the
hands and feet of Christ,”
Duray said. “If we are to be
the hands and feet of Christ
to the world, we better be
ready to take the world’s
nails in them. We don’t have
to be perfect to do the neces-
sary work. It’s hard. 

“Who better to do this
work than you?” he said.
“Wherever you go, the
world around you must be
better, because you are there.
... Now, let’s go build this
kingdom — God’s king-
dom.”

Deacon Paul Lunsford,

president of Guerin Catholic,
explained to the class mem-
bers that they were moving
their tassels to the left side of
their mortarboards — to be
over their hearts. 

“That shows the loyalty
that we have to St. Theodore
Guerin Catholic High
School,” he said. “During
four years at Guerin
Catholic, I have seen your
love develop so quickly — as
a symbol of your loyalty to
your alma mater.” 

He led the students in a
pledge to live according to
the two greatest command-
ments: “to love God with all
my heart, and to love others
as myself. May I have the
courage to be the light of
Christ. May I always lead
with humility, serve with
love and trust in provi-
dence.” 

Bishop Emeritus William
L. Higi gave the graduates a
final benediction:

“We pray for today’s
graduates, as they leave
Guerin Catholic as its newest
alumni,” he said. 

“... In a special way, Lord,
grant them strength and per-
severance in the face of
struggle,” Bishop Higi said.
“Unite in their hearts and
minds an attitude of grati-
tude for the blessings you
shower upon them. Bring
the work that you have
begun here at Guerin
Catholic to completion in
whatever their future
endeavors may be. 

“Continue, Lord, to set
your hand in their hearts,
may they walk in your ways,
always knowing the differ-
ence between right and
wrong, good and evil, and
may their decisions be root-
ed always in the values of
Jesus Christ. Almighty God,
bless each and every gradu-
ate, their families, and the
staff here at Guerin
Catholic.”

(Photo by Bob Nichols)
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

GriefShare programs
FISHERS — Community
members who have experi-
enced the death of a family
member or friend are invit-
ed to register for one of the
GriefShare programs being
offered at Holy Spirit
Parish. Two 13-week series
are running this summer: A
men’s group is offered from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednes-
days, June 6 to Sept. 5, in
the Parish Life Center, room
56; an open series will be
offered from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. Thursdays, June 14 to
Sept. 13, in the Parish Life
Center, room 56. The nonde-
nominational program fea-
tures Christ-centered, bibli-
cal teaching that focuses on
grief topics associated with
the death of a loved one.
The DVD seminar features
nationally respected grief
experts and real-life stories
of people, followed by a
small-group discussion
about what was seen on the
DVD. Many grieving people
find they are only beginning
the work of healing when
friends or family have
returned to their daily life

routines. Past GriefShare
participants have related
how helpful the information
and follow-up discussions
were to them. Grief-related
books/materials also will be
available for participants to
borrow. For more informa-
tion or to register, call Sue
Schmitz at 317-585-1257, ext.
120, or e-mail sue.schmitz@
hspgeist.org. Cost of work-
books for the program is
$15. Child care is not avail-
able.

Kermes Festival
fund-raiser for Haiti
ROCHESTER — All are
invited to attend St. Joseph
Parish’s Kermes Festival
fund-raiser for Haiti from 2
p.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday,
June 9, in the parish hall,
1310 Main St. Attendees will
have the opportunity to
enjoy Mexican cuisine and
music and to meet Father
Claudener Raphael from
Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception Parish in Mari-
ana, Haiti, sister parish of
St. Joseph, Rochester. All
proceeds from the festival
will go to the Haiti parish.

“Diabetes: Doing 
Better Together”
LAFAYETTE — The Francis-
can Healthy Living Center
will continue its “Diabetes:
Doing Better Together”
meetings, with the next
scheduled session from 4
p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, June
12, at the center. The topic

will be “Numbers That
Count”; participants will
learn about numbers that
are vital for their health. The
group meets on the second
Tuesday of each month.
Each meeting is open to all
patients, community mem-
bers who have diabetes,
family members and
friends. All meetings are
free. Registration for each
meeting is requested by call-
ing the center at 765-428-
5850 or by visiting 
FranciscanHealth.org. The
center is located in the
lower level of the Lafayette
Heart Institute, 1116 N. 16th
St.

Rosary at 
the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. on the 13th
of each month from May
through October. Join the
Daughters of Isabella in
reciting the rosary as Our
Lady of Fatima requested.
Those attending are encour-
aged to bring their rosaries,
lawn chairs, family and
friends. If raining, bring
umbrellas; in case of stormy
weather, the rosary will be
prayed inside the church.

Better Breathers Club
LAFAYETTE — The Francis-
can Healthy Living Center
continues its Better
Breathers Club monthly

meetings, with the next
meeting scheduled from 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 13. The center is
located in the Lafayette
Heart Institute Building,
1116 N. 16th St., on the cam-
pus of Franciscan Health
Lafayette Central. The Better
Breathers Club is a program
of the American Lung Asso-
ciation. Designed for
patients and community
members to learn ways to
better cope with COPD and
other respiratory issues, it
provides support and edu-
cation to those who partici-
pate. The club is open to all
patients and community
members who have COPD,
lung diseases, asthma,
emphysema, chronic bron-
chitis or other respiratory
issues. The meetings are
held on the second Wednes-
day of each month. June’s
meeting will be a “Game
Day” with club members;
light refreshments will be
served. The meetings are
free, but registration is
encouraged. To register, call
the Franciscan Healthy Liv-
ing Center at 765-428-5850.

Blood drive
DEMOTTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 14368 of
St. Cecilia Parish will spon-
sor an American Red Cross
blood drive from 7:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Saturday, June
16, in the parish hall, 334
15th St. SW. Participants
should call 800-RED-CROSS

(800-733-2767) to schedule
appointments. Walk-ins also
are welcome.

Cursillo family picnic
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor a family
picnic from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday, June 17, at the
home of Terry and Von
Keech, 3541 U.S. Highway
52 South. All Cursillistas
and friends are welcome to
attend. Those attending are
asked to bring a family-
sized food dish and/or a
dessert to share. Some
drinks, baked chicken and
table service will be provid-
ed. Those attending also are
encouraged to bring their
favorite lawn chairs. For
more information, contact
Jeff and Marlene Jarboe at
765-567-2216 or
jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Three days in the life of 
a monk or nun retreat

Have you ever won-
dered what life in a
monastery is like? Here is a
retreat that will allow you
to experience the basic life
of a monastic. It will be an
opportunity to live the
Benedictine motto: Ora et
Labora. The retreat will
include living by a monas-
tic schedule that will
include time for Mass,
Liturgy of the Hours, pri-
vate prayer and seven
meals, as well as work
periods. Daily conference
topics will be on lectio div-
ina, Liturgy of the Hours
and the spirituality of
work. The retreat will
begin at 10 a.m. Tuesday,
June 12, and end at 3 p.m.

Thursday, June 14. The
retreat is open to anyone
age 19 or older. A mini-
mum of five retreatants is
needed. Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions
or physical restrictions.
The cost of the retreat is
$185 per person. Registra-
tion deadline is Sunday,
June 10. For more informa-
tion, contact Father 
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Silent retreat 
opportunity for men

Men ages 19 and older
are invited to come and
enjoy a weekend experi-
ence of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. The
silent retreat will begin at 6
p.m. Friday, June 15, and
end at 3 p.m. Sunday, June
17. The retreat will include
six meals, Mass, holy hour,
a daily conference on
prayer, and plenty of quiet

time to reflect on the Scrip-
tures. A minimum of five
retreatants is needed.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. The
cost of the retreat is $175
per person. Registration
deadline is Sunday, June
10. For more information,
contact Father
David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

“Get Away for a Day”
retreat

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Come to the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-

ter for a day of quiet and
solitude on Tuesday, June
19. Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful grounds, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, and spend time
in one of our comfortable
rooms on the full-service
floor or in the chapel for
prayer with the Lord. Cost
for the day is $40 per per-
son, which includes a room
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
lunch. Mass and confession
also will be available dur-
ing the day. Registration
deadline is Wednesday,
June 13. For more informa-
tion, contact Father
David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585 or Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center
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Is God 
calling you 

to religious life?

Young men and women 
considering religious life

may contact 
Father Dale Ehrman, vicar
for the clergy, permanent 
diaconate and vocations.

E-mail:
dehrman@dol-in.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.dol-in.org/vocations

President
Guerin Catholic is a diocesan, college
preparatory high school serving approximate-
ly 800 students in grades 9-12. The school
is dedicated to its mission of educating 
students from diverse backgrounds and

preparing them to be servant leaders through faith formation, 
academic excellence and student life. Nationally recognized as one
of the top 50 Catholic high schools in the country, Guerin
Catholic is located in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, and
serves several communities in and around Noblesville, Ind.

Essential Duties
• Ensures the Catholic mission of the school is developed and

promoted among all stakeholders; embodies the expression
of Catholic identity

• Serves as the CEO, overseeing all f iscal, advancement and
supervisory operations

• Articulates the mission of the school to alumni, parents,
faculty, staff and the wider community

• Inspires collaboration from all internal and external
constituent groups, using exceptional relationship-building,
interpersonal and communication skills

• Develops and updates the strategic plan for the future of the
school

• Serves as an administrative off icer of both the Hamilton
County Catholic High School Corporation Board and the
School Governing Board

Qualif ications
• Practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the Catholic

Church
• Proven success in advancing the mission of a business,

nonprof it or school
• Strong advancement experience and f inancial acumen
• Transformational leader with innovative vision
• Leads with humility, serves with love, trusts in Providence

The deadline for application is June 27 
with an anticipated start date of December 1, 2018.

The President prof ile and application packet for this position 
can be found at www.guerincatholic.org

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Sue Fredericks, 81, died May 26. She was a
member of St. Ambrose in Anderson.

B. Jane (Wood) Dailey, 82, died May 28. She was
a member of St. Paul in Marion.

Barbara Hutton, 85, died May 14. She was a
member of St. Mary in Anderson.

Dolores M. Trump, 94, died May 10. Margaret
Slaughter, 78, died May 10. Both were members of
St. Augustine in Rensselaer.

Dr. Alvin LoSasso, 82, died May 12. Mary
Louise McMahon, 78, died May 27. Both were
members of St. Alphonsus Liguori in Zionsville.

Aubrey Ann Conard, 24, died April 3. Joseph C.
Garst, 66, died May 16. Victor Pfister, 73, died May
28. All were members of St. Joseph in Lebanon.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Kids’ Page on Page 20
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Golf outing
LAFAYETTE — Knights of
Columbus Assembly 249
will host a golf outing on
Friday, June 22, at the Battle
Ground Golf Club. Lunch
will be served at 11 a.m.,
followed by a shotgun start
at noon. The day also will
include dinner and prizes
for first-, second- and third-
place teams, closest to the
pin, longest putt and
longest drive. Cost is $100
per person. All proceeds
will benefit Matrix LifeCare
Center, St. Ann Parish’s
soup kitchen and the
Knights’ scholarship fund.
Co-sponsors of the outing
include Twin City Dodge,
Mecko’s Heating and Cool-
ing, and Thieme and Adair,
CPAs. Registration forms
are available online at www.
facebook.com/kcassembly
249/ Forms also are avail-
able by e-mailing Jeff Schu-
maker at jnschumaker@
frontier.com or calling 765-
491-2667. Registration dead-
line is Sunday, June 10.

Vacation Bible School
ZIONSVILLE — Children
from pre-kindergarten
through fourth grade are
invited to join Vacation
Bible School from 9 a.m. to
noon daily on June 25-29 at
St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish, 1870 W. Oak St. Stu-
dents will embark on the
“Time Lab,” where they will
witness epic events in histo-
ry and meet the most
important man ever —
Jesus! Register online at
https://zionsvillecatholic.
com/vbs-registration

Tootsie Roll Drive
DEMOTTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 14368 of
St. Cecilia Parish will hold
its annual Tootsie Roll Drive
from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-

day, June 30, at various
businesses in DeMotte and
Roselawn. Proceeds will
benefit mentally and physi-
cally challenged Jasper
County citizens.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, July 6, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Save the date/Car show
LAFAYETTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 456 will
host its eighth annual chari-
ty car show on Saturday,
July 7, at Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School,
2410 S. Ninth St. The
Knights have raised more
than $35,000 with the car
show, which has become
one of the largest shows in
the area. The day will
include food, music and

family fun. The Knights
always welcome new spon-
sors and donors for the
event. For more informa-
tion, call Matt Lewis at 765-
532-6945.

Golf outing
OXFORD — Knights of
Columbus Council 9400 will
hold a golf outing on Satur-
day, July 28, at the Oak
Grove Country Club in
Oxford. Cost is $40 per per-
son. The four-person scram-
ble will include a shotgun
start at 1 p.m. A meal will
be served following golf.
The outing will include
longest drive and closest to
pin prizes. Proceeds will
benefit Benton County Spe-
cial Olympics, local food
pantries and Life Teen. Hole
sponsorships are available
for $25 for personal or $50
for business sponsorships.
For more information or to
register, call Tom Etter at
765-385-2185 or 765-385-
2713.



The Catholic MomentPage 8 June 10, 2018

Ordination 2018

Lafayette diocese welcomes new priests, deacons
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Father
Christian DeCarlo, Father
James De Oreo, Deacon Sean
Aaron and Deacon William
Summerlin were welcomed
by the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana at an ordination
Mass on June 2 at the Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception.

“During this ordination
Mass, we will remind these
men to share Christ’s word,
Christ’s sacrifice — but in
the end, human words are
limited, so their priesthood
will require their own daily
dying and rising, and be
trustworthy to the extent
that they freely give their
lives to us and for us,” said
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. 

“Those who are called to
the order of diaconate will
continue to be hearers of the
word, but now will also be
its minister,” he said. “As
with the first deacons, they
are to maintain their good
reputations, cultivate wis-
dom, and to serve the faith-
ful in worship and in teach-
ing. You, Will and Sean, step
forward to commit your-
selves to the celibate state.
This commitment should
enable you to embrace a life
of charity, compelled by the
love of Christ whom you
serve with an undivided
heart. 

“These men now entering
the order of priesthood,
James and Christian, renew
their promise to be teachers
of the word of God, teachers
of the faith in its saving
aspects,” Bishop Doherty
said. “By joining this pres-
byterate, you will continue

to experience the gifts of the
teachers among your brother
priests, teaching by word
and example. The example
of holiness will provide a
nourishment to your people,
and will build up the people
of God. 

“... Finally, dear sons,
exercising for your part the
office of Christ, head and
shepherd, while united to
the bishop and subject to
him, strive to bring the faith-
ful together in one family, so
that you may lead them to
God the Father through
Christ in the Holy Spirit.
Keep always before your

eyes the example of the
Good Shepherd who came
not to be served but to serve,
and who came to seek out
and save what was lost.” 

The men each knelt before
the bishop to vow obedience
to him and his successors.
They then lay prostrate on
the floor before the altar as
the congregation prayed the
Litany of Saints.

Later in the rite, Bishop
Doherty placed his hands on
each candidate’s head,
invoking the Holy Spirit to
come down upon him.
Brother priests did the same
for those being ordained to

the priesthood.
After the prayer of ordina-

tion was offered by Bishop
Doherty, each of the new
priests received a chasuble
symbolizing their new min-
istries.

Father Dennis O’Keeffe,
pastor of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish in Zionsville,
vested Father DeCarlo, and
Father Terry Brennan, pastor
of Holy Family Parish in
Roy, N.M., vested Father De
Oreo.

The newly ordained
priests’ hands were anointed
with sacred chrism, and
Bishop Doherty presented

them with a chal-
ice and paten. 

The men
received hugs
from the pres-
byterate during
the fraternal sign
of peace

“It was a
prayerful morn-
ing ...,” Father
DeCarlo said. “It
was a beautiful
liturgy and a
beautiful Mass. It
is very moving to
hear the other
priests call me
Father. I am look-
ing forward to
getting started,
celebrating the
sacraments and
bringing people
to the Lord.”

His father,
Mark DeCarlo,
said, it has “been
a blessing to have
had the opportu-
nity to walk
alongside Christ-
ian during his
journey over the

last eight years. Today’s not
just a culmination in his jour-
ney, but it really is the begin-
ning of his lifelong priest-
hood.”

“It’s wonderful to see peo-
ple from so many walks of
his journey here to celebrate
with him — not just family,
but some of his old teachers,
and lots of friends,” said his
mother, Ann DeCarlo.

Lorie Heneghan, a mem-
ber of St. Alphonsus Liguori,
has known Father DeCarlo
his whole life.

“He was born five min-
utes after my son on my

(Continued on Page 9)

The four ordinands lay prostrate on the floor of the cathedral during the Litany of Saints. (Photos by
Bob Nichols)

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty clasps the hands of William Summerlin as the
ordinand promises obedience to the bishop and his successors.

Bishop Doherty anoints the hands of newly ordained Father James De
Oreo with sacred chrism.
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Ordination 2018

‘Keep always before your eyes the example of the Good Shepherd’

(Continued from Page 8)

birthday,” Lorie Heneghan
said. “We lived right down
the street from his family. I
think he will be a wonderful
priest. He is very calm and
was a very easy child grow-
ing up. He’s stayed very
involved at our church and
always been back helping
with things.”

“Today is a huge blessing.
I am finally doing what I
was created to do,” Father
De Oreo said. “In baptism,
we are all called to holiness.
This is the way I am called to
be holy. This is the path God
has chosen for me to get to
heaven.” 

His parents, Catherine
and Victor De Oreo, came
from his home state of New
Mexico for the ordination.

“All I could think during
the ceremony was ‘Oh, my
— my son is a priest,’” Victor
De Oreo said. “I know he’s
been a deacon and he dis-
cerned for a while, but to sit
there and see all the priests

with him, it’s more than
awesome. It’s emotional.” 

“The Mass was beautiful,
and very moving,” Cather-
ine De Oreo said. “We are so
excited. He’s been preparing
for a long time for this. It’s so
nice to see him doing what
he feels he’s been called to
do. To us, the joy is appar-
ent.” 

“It’s exciting for the dio-
cese and the presbyterate,
that we welcome two more
priests,” said Father Dale
Ehrman, vicar for the clergy,
permanent diaconate and
vocations for the Lafayette
diocese. “It’s a day of grati-
tude to God and hope for
our future. These men are
prepared well. Father De
Oreo is transplanted from
another diocese, which is my
experience, so I have a kin-
ship with him in that. You
have a sense of going where
God calls and sometimes it’s
a surprise.”

Father Terry Brennan is a
lifelong friend and was
Father De Oreo’s confirma-

tion sponsor.
“Being an ‘adopted’ part

of the De Oreo family, I am
feeling just such a great
sense of joy that the big day
has come,” he said. “Now
what I see is a series of big
days after this — the first
baptism, the first time to
anoint someone, all of the
firsts that a priest loves to do
and to share. I will be anx-
ious as a priest friend to hear
his experiences and to share
my experiences and to share
the excitement he will have
with his firsts.”

Audrey Storey, a member
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish, Carmel, received a
blessing from Father De
Oreo. 

“He’s a good friend of
mine,” she said. “I think he
has the spirit of a true father.
I think that he will love the
people of the Church deeply
and serve them with all of
his life, truly.”

The newly ordained dea-
cons were vested with stoles
and dalmatics: Deacon

Aaron was vested by his
uncle, Father John Kinney,
and Deacon Steve Miller
vested Deacon Summerlin.

As transitional deacons,
Deacon Aaron and Deacon
Summerlin are empowered
to proclaim the Gospel,
preach at Masses, baptize,
witness marriages and dis-
tribute Holy Communion.
Deacons also may preside at
funerals, but cannot cele-
brate Mass or hear confes-
sions.

Deacon Summerlin said
that he felt “mixed emotions,
with excitement and the
weight of the responsibility
that came upon me during
the rite — especially during
the laying on of hands. Dur-
ing the prayer of ordination,
I felt the Holy Spirit come
down upon me and had a lot
of peace, a lot of joy. It was
just surreal. I can’t believe
it’s actually happening.”

“It was just beautiful to be
with the people and pray
with them and have all the
support of family, friends

and the diocese,” Deacon
Aaron said. “To just really
come together as one Church
is truly a blessing, the grace
of the Holy Spirit.”

The newly ordained
priests were to celebrate
their first Masses of Thanks-
giving at their home parish-
es — Father DeCarlo, at St.
Alphonsus Liguori, Zions-
ville, on June 3, and Father
De Oreo, at St. Joan of Arc,
Kokomo, on June 2.  

Father DeCarlo has been
appointed as parochial vicar
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,
and Father De Oreo as
parochial vicar of St.
Alphonsus Liguori. 

The newly ordained dea-
cons were to assist and
preach at their first Masses
of Thanksgiving at their
home parishes:  Deacon
Aaron at St. Joan of Arc,
Kokomo, on June 10, and
Deacon Summerlin at St.
Maria Goretti, Westfield, on
June 3. They are scheduled
to be ordained to the priest-
hood in 2019. 
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Seminarian Fund Appeal

The 13th annual Seminarian Fund
Appeal continues this weekend in
parishes across the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana. The appeal helps
cover the cost of educating seminari-
ans for the diocesan priesthood. 

The annual cost of educating each
seminarian is more than $40,000. The
collection assists seminarians with
tuition, room and board, books, health
care, travel, summer assignments and
other related expenses. 

Each year, this collection has yield-
ed a great harvest and also has helped
to create a culture of vocations. The
annual needs continue to increase and
the collection is an opportunity for all
the faithful to support future priests of
the diocese.

Thank you for your generosity!

Lord Jesus, 
we ask your special blessing 

on those preparing 
for the holy priesthood.

May their hearts 
overflow with love, understanding

and generosity.

May their desire to serve 
inspire others to answer your call.

Lord Jesus, 
fill the hearts of seminarians 

with the fire of your love, 
make them holy as you are holy. 

Amen.

Prayer for seminarians
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The ordinands lay prostrate on the floor during the Litany of Saints.

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty incenses the altar at the beginning of Mass
on June 2.

The two candidates for ordination to the diaconate stand before Bishop
Doherty.

Bishop 
Doherty lays
hands on
Sean Aaron,
invoking the
Holy Spirit to
come down
upon him. 

Deacon
Aaron and
Deacon
Summerlin
will serve a 
year as 
transitional
deacons
before being
ordained to
the priest-
hood in
2019.

Father John Kinney vests his nephew,
Deacon Aaron, with a stole and dalmatic.

Newly ordained Deacon Summerlin receives the Book of
the Gospels from Bishop Doherty.

(Photos by Bob Nichols)
Deacon Paul Lunsford exchanges a frater-
nal sign of peace with Deacon Summerlin.

Ordination 2018
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Father Ted Dudzinski, left, and Father Dennis O’Keeffe lay hands on James De Oreo and
Christian DeCarlo during their ordination.

Clergy from around the Lafayette diocese and beyond attended the June
2 celebration.

Bishop Doherty clasps Christian DeCarlo’s hands as the ordinand
promises obedience to the bishop and his successors.

Bishop Doherty anointed the hands of the newly ordained
priests with sacred chrism, signifying they are ready for
priestly duties.

Bishop Doherty shares a fraternal sign of
peace with Father DeCarlo.

Bishop Doherty offers a blessing after the celebration of
Mass.

(Photos by Bob Nichols)
Father De Oreo offers a blessing after his
ordination.

Ordination 2018
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Ordination 2018: Meet our new priests and deacons

‘I will give parishioners my best, I am a priest for them ...’
Name: Christian DeCarlo
Home parish: St. Alphon-

sus Liguori, Zionsville

What have been the high-
lights of your year in the dia-
conate?

As a deacon at Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary, we are
assigned to go and help at a
parish on the weekends. One

of the high-
lights dur-
ing my dia-
conate year
was serving
at my
assigned
parish, St.
John the
Apostle in
Leesburg,
Va. I met so

many great people. I was
able to preach frequently,
baptize many children, bless
a number of homes and
spend a lot of time with the
pastor, Father Kevin Larsen,
talking about life in the
parish and the priesthood.
The other major highlight
was being able to serve as a
deacon at the Chrism Mass
and at the priestly ordina-
tions last year in our diocese. 

Has the experience affirmed
your call to the priesthood?

Yes, the experience of
serving as a deacon has
affirmed my call to the
priesthood. It has been very
encouraging to see that I fit
well with the priests of the
diocese, with the culture of
our diocese, and with the
people of the diocese. Prayer

has been very blessed and
during time of retreat, there
have been very encouraging
moments in prayer affirming
that I am in the right place.
Being able to preach the
Gospel has been a great
blessing and also encourag-
ing in my vocation. 

Have any of your views on
priestly life changed? 

My views of priestly life
have not changed much over
the years, but my under-
standing of the life of the
priest has developed from
more experience in a parish,
as well as the summer
assignments that I have been
given. I have developed a

fuller account of the life of
the priest, focused primarily
on prayer and a deep rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ
over the years in school. 

Were you surprised by any-
thing over the past year?

It took me a bit longer
than I had thought it would
take to prepare homilies for
the weekend Masses. It defi-
nitely became easier as the
year went on, as I learned
how to craft the homily and
my style of preparing to
preach. 

What do you hope to offer to
parishioners as a new priest?

Well, first I hope to offer
them Our Lord both in the

Word and the sacrament. I
will give them my best, I am
a priest for them, for the
Church. After that, I will
share my love for the out-
doors, for coffee, and camp-
ing. 

Can you share some reflec-
tions on your journey?

It has not been a short
journey, but it has been abun-
dantly blessed during the
last seven years. I have met
countless people who I never
expected to meet. There are
so many that I would not
have met if I was not in sem-
inary. My friends from Camp
Wojtyla, a Catholic summer
camp in Colorado — I never

would have met them if I
was not in seminary forma-
tion. I would not have been
exposed to the Tragesser
family through the summer
on the farm. I would not
have met so many others, but
because I was in seminary,
the Lord has blessed me with
meeting some incredible
people all across the world. 

What do you most look for-
ward to as ordination nears?

I look forward to starting
my assignment and getting
into the parish. I have been
at the books for quite a while
now, and I am looking for-
ward greatly to being back
home in the diocese, be with
my brother priests, and to be
close to my family, while
serving the people of the
diocese at my parish. 

What did you find most
meaningful or helpful or inspi-
rational during your last year
in the seminary?

One of the coolest things
during the last year of semi-
nary was going out to select
and purchase the many
things I need as a priest.
Some of those things includ-
ed picking out a chalice,
picking out and designing
vestments, ordering books,
and sharing the joy with my
classmates as they did the
same thing. It was really neat
and encouraging to see them
pick out their chalices and
vestments. It made it real,
and it was a joy to be with
them as we neared ordina-
tion.

Father
DeCarlo

Meet our new priests and deacons

In the days preceding their June 2 ordination, The Catholic Moment invited our new priests and
deacons to reflect on some of their experiences on their journey toward the priesthood.

‘I hope to offer the presence of Christ to those I minister to’
Name: James De Oreo
Home parish: St. Joan of

Arc, Kokomo

Has the experience of your
year in the diaconate affirmed
your call to the priest-
hood?  

Absolutely. For
the first time in my
life, it feels like I
have begun to do
what I have been cre-
ated to do; I can’t
imagine what the
priesthood will be
like!

Have any of your
views on priestly life changed?  

I am grateful that there is
a year to be a deacon in
order to adjust and learn

what having a clerical identi-
ty in Christ means. Various
aspects of my life have
changed because of ordina-
tion and to have a year to
contemplate and act in

accord with how I
was conformed to
Christ in the dia-
conate begins to give
insight into the pro-
found change
brought about by
priestly ordination.

Were you surprised
by anything over the
past year?  

In preparing hom-
ilies before being a deacon, I
prayed, studied and pre-
pared the homily. After hav-
ing been ordained a deacon,

the Holy Spirit is actively
present throughout the
process. I cannot say how
many times I have thought
to myself, “Lord, I have
studied and prayed with the
Scriptures, but I have no idea
what I am to bring forward
for this group of people.” In
seeking what I am to give, I
have never been left without
inspiration from his contin-
ued presence and light with-
in me.

What do you hope to offer to
parishioners as a new priest?  

I hope to offer the pres-
ence of Christ to those I min-
ister to in the way God
intends to work through me.
Also, that I can give the peo-
ple God’s pardon and Body

and Blood in the sacraments,
and be a witness to him with
my life.

Can you share some reflec-
tions on your journey?  

Having looked over the
past 15 years, not only is it
clear that I am called to be a
priest from that initial
moment in sophomore year
of high school, but even
much more so in God’s con-
tinued fidelity to strengthen
me in that call, especially in
seeing God’s providential
work in bringing me to the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana.

What do you most look for-
ward to as ordination nears?  

As I near the priesthood, I
cannot begin to contemplate

the great mystery that is
about to occur, nor its effects
on me and the hidden gifts
that God plans to give me.
The gradual unveiling of this
mystery over a lifetime of
service to him and his people
is an incredible gift in itself.

What did you find most
meaningful or helpful or inspi-
rational during your last year
in the seminary?  

Retreats and pilgrimages
have infused much greater
peace and certainty in all
respects and a deepening of
life with God. These are
great effects that have come
about through the encoun-
ters with him in preparation
for priestly ordination.

Father
De Oreo



The Catholic MomentJune 10, 2018 Page 13

Ordination 2018: Meet our new priests and deacons

‘I have been greatly inspired by many wonderful people’
Name: Sean Aaron
Home parish: St. Joan of

Arc, Kokomo

Please tell us about your fam-
ily background and hometown.

I was born and raised in
Kokomo. I am the son of
Michael and Bridget Aaron.
My dad is retired from
Chrysler Corpora-
tion in Kokomo, and
my mom is the
owner and operator
of a hair salon in
Kokomo. I have three
younger brothers.
Seth is married and
has four children and
lives in Kokomo.
Adam lives in Cali-
fornia and works in
marketing and
advertising. Father Derek
Aaron, ordained two years
ago for the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana, is my
youngest brother. I am
blessed to have three grand-
parents living, Helen Kinney
and Jack and Helen Aaron.
My grandparents are all 91
years old and my paternal
grandparents, Jack and
Helen Aaron, have been mar-
ried for 71 years.

Where did you go to school
and to church? What were some
activities you were involved in?

I have been a parishioner
of St. Joan of Arc Church my
entire life. I attended St. Joan
of Arc School from kinder-
garten through the third
grade. From the fourth grade
through high school, I
attended Taylor Community

School. Growing up, I was
involved in baseball and bas-
ketball. I also played the
viola for three years for the
Kokomo Youth Symphony
while in grade school. Some
of the activities I was
involved in at St. Joan includ-
ed lector, youth ministry and
parish festival committee. 

What jobs did you
have before entering
seminary?

My first job was in
high school working
in the summer for
the Farmer’s Dozen
in Kokomo. I picked
sweet corn for gro-
cery stores and local
produce stands. Dur-
ing high school, I
worked for Bona

Vista and worked alongside
persons with developmental
disabilities in small assembly
and manufacturing. A month
after high school, I was hired
to work for Chrysler Corpo-
ration. I continued my edu-
cation while working at
Chrysler, and attained a
bachelor’s degree in business
management. During my
time at Chrysler, I was
involved in various min-
istries at my home parish. In
addition, I coached eighth-
grade boys basketball for 11
years, and junior varsity
baseball for three years at a
local public school.

What led to your decision to
become a priest? How did you
feel that you were called?

The priesthood was
imprinted on my heart from

the upbringing that my par-
ents provided rooted in the
Catholic faith. My parents
also instilled a sense of
responsibility, respect for
work and helping others.
The foundation of my voca-
tion is rooted in my family, to
live a life for God and others.
I have enjoyed working with
a diverse group of people
over the years; I recognized a
sense of peace in serving oth-
ers. I, then, understood a life
living for and serving others
is what gives full meaning
and purpose to my life. A
number of priests were influ-
ential in my vocation. Two
are Father John M. Kinney,
my uncle, and Father Ken-
neth Raczek. Both never
mentioned the priesthood to
me, but their profound, joy-
ful witness of the priesthood
is an image that I always
remember. People often ask
if my brother, Father Derek
Aaron, influenced my voca-
tion. He, too, had worked
prior to seminary. What
stood out for me was his
intentional time in prayer
before entering the seminary.
I had thought of the priest-
hood over the years, but I
never spent the time in
prayer to discern and be
open to God. I was content
and led a busy life, but deep
down I was restless, and I
knew it. Money and busy-
ness became meaningless
over time, and I felt a desire
to spend time with the Lord,
to listen to him. So, I walked
away from coaching and

tried to work less. I found the
quiet peace to be with and
listen to God in prayer before
the Blessed Sacrament. After
a couple of years focused on
God and his will in my life, I
had the peace in my heart
that it was OK to leave my
job, my family, my home and
enter seminary.

Who has inspired and
encouraged you during your
years of formation? How?

I have been greatly
inspired by meeting many
wonderful people. I have
spent summers with the Mis-
sionaries of Charity in Chica-
go, parishes in Fishers and
West Lafayette, and St. Vin-
cent Hospital. Being in the
presence of people in all
walks of life inspires me and
affirms my vocation. My
family has been supportive
and encouraging during my
seminary formation. Their
constant support and
prayers have given me the
strength to persevere and fol-
low God. I am very thankful
for my home parish, St. Joan
of Arc. I appreciate all the
support and prayers they
have offered me. I have a
sense of joy and optimism for
the Catholic Church to be
with a great group of semi-
narian for our diocese and at
St. Meinrad. These are good
men, faithful men who have
responded to God’s call in
their life, to be a priest.

What experiences have
affirmed your calling since
entering seminary?

Since entering the semi-

nary, each summer has been
inspiring, affirming and chal-
lenging. My summer with
the Missionaries of Charity
was influential in a positive
way. Here, I was able to
stretch beyond my comfort
zone and be with the poor
and homeless, and I loved it.
I had opportunities to feed,
pray and converse with the
poorest of the poor. I am for-
ever grateful for my sum-
mers at St. Louis de Mont-
fort, Fishers, and Blessed
Sacrament, West Lafayette.
These parishes provided
many opportunities in parish
ministry and to be in the
lives of others. Last summer I
was at St. Vincent Hospital.
While at St. Vincent, I was
able to listen and pray with
patients and their families in
their illness and tragic
moments in life. These expe-
riences have taught me to see
Christ in others and how
God works through my life
to reach out and touch the
lives of others.

What do you look forward to
in the next year as deacon?

I look forward to preach-
ing and allowing the Word of
God to enliven my heart and
the hearts of others. In addi-
tion, immersing myself in
Scripture daily so that I live
the Good News of the Gospel
and communicate this to oth-
ers. I also look forward to
applying all that I have
gained these past five years
in seminary at St. Meinrad so
that I can serve the people in
the diocese.

Deacon
Aaron

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org
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Faith 
fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version
of the Catechism of
the Catholic Church
is easy to search
and read. 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:
www.usccb.org.

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after
disaster strikes at home or
abroad is financial contributions
to relief efforts. Your donations
can make a world of difference:

• In the United States, Catholic
Charities USA provides disaster
assistance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org to
learn more.

• Internationally, Catholic Relief
Services responds to emergen-
cies around the world. Visit
www.crs.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

Learn more about what’s happening 
in the Lafayette diocese 

at www.dol-in.org

‘God’s grace transforms us into the person he is calling us to be’
Name: William 

Summerlin
Home parish: St. Maria

Goretti, Westfield

Please tell us about your
family background and home-
town.

My parents, Brad and
Susan, met at Ball State Uni-
versity and were married in
1988. My father converted to
Catholicism one year before
marrying my mother when
he was 24 years old. My
mother is a cradle Catholic. I
was born on Aug. 27,
1992, at St. Vincent’s
Hospital in Indi-
anapolis. I am the
oldest of three sib-
lings. Unfortunately,
my two younger sib-
lings died when they
were infants — one
in 1995 and the other
in 1997. Because of
this, I grew up as an
only child. In 1999, my par-
ents and I moved to
Noblesville, and this is
where I spent most of my
childhood and all of my
teenage years. My parents
still reside there.

Where did you go to school
and to church? What were some
of the activities you were
involved in?

I went to kindergarten at
St. Christopher Catholic
School in Speedway. I then
attended Hazel Dell Elemen-
tary School in Noblesville
from first through third
grade. In fourth grade, I
transferred to St. Maria
Goretti Catholic School in
Westfield, and I went there
through the eighth grade. I

then spent all four years of
high school at Guerin
Catholic High School in
Noblesville. After graduat-
ing from high school in 2011,
I attended St. John Vianney
College Seminary in St. Paul,
Minn. In 2015, after obtain-
ing a bachelor’s degree in
philosophy, I entered
Mundelein Seminary near
Chicago. I have spent three
years at Mundelein thus far,
and I will return there in
August for my final year of
seminary formation.

I was a member of
St. Michael Catholic
Church in Indi-
anapolis for the first
six years of my life.
In 1999, I became a
member of St. Maria
Goretti Parish in
Westfield. This has
been my home
parish for many
years, and it will

continue to be until I am
ordained a priest next year.

From Little League all the
way through my senior year
of high school, I played base-
ball. In high school, I was an
active member of the
Knights of the Holy Temple,
as well as of the youth group
and youth Bible study at St.
Maria Goretti. At Guerin
Catholic High School, I was
a member of the Marian
Club — a club that promoted
devotion to the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary in the school.        

What jobs did you have
before entering the seminary?

From junior high through
high school, I did yard work
and housework for my aunt.

What led to your decision to

become a priest? How did you
feel that you were called?

From a very young age,
my Catholic faith was
always very important to
me. Essentially, I loved
everything Catholic —
prayer, liturgies, crucifixes,
devotions, Catholic gift
shops, etc. However, for the
first several years of my life,
I never thought about the
priesthood. I assumed that I
would get married, like most
other people in the world do.  

When I was 13 years old,
in the seventh grade, I had
an experience that changed
everything. I heard the voice
of God speak in the depths
of my heart. He told me,
“You are to be a priest.” The
Lord did not speak these
words only one time. He
repeated this same phrase
for two weeks straight. To be
honest, these words terrified
me. I thought that I already
had my life planned out, and
now God was throwing me a
major curveball. During
those two weeks, I told God
that I didn’t want to be a
priest and to choose some-
body else. Even though I
pleaded with him, he kept
speaking those same words
to me. Then, when I woke up
one morning, the voice was
gone.  

Over the next six years, I
tried to ignore and run away
from God’s call, but he kept
reminding me about it in
various ways. Finally, on
Dec. 23, 2010, as a senior in
high school, I surrendered to
God’s call and made the
decision to enter the semi-
nary. That was the hardest

thing I ever did, but it was
the best thing that I ever did.  

After graduating from
high school, I entered St.
John Vianney College Semi-
nary in August 2011. Even
though I was not thrilled to
be there, I had peace in my
heart because I knew that I
was being obedient to God.
During that first year of sem-
inary formation, God
opened my heart, and I
began to see the truth and
beauty of the priesthood.  By
the end of that first year, my
will and God’s will were
united, and my soul was
filled with peace and joy.
That peace and joy have
never left me.

Who has inspired and
encouraged you during your
years of formation? How?

Throughout my whole
journey towards the priest-
hood, my family has been
incredibly supportive — my
parents, my aunts and
uncles, and my cousins. I am
so grateful for all of their
prayers. Father Kevin
Haines, pastor of St. Maria
Goretti Church, and Deacon
Steve Miller have also
encouraged me in my voca-
tion throughout the years,
and they continue to do so
today. My formation advi-
sors and spiritual directors
at both St. John Vianney Col-
lege Seminary and
Mundelein Seminary have
helped me in many ways as
well. These are only a few
people out of the countless
number of people who have
supported and prayed for
me. To all of them, I am eter-
nally grateful.

What experiences have
affirmed your calling since
entering the seminary?

Before I entered seminary,
there were some things
about the priesthood that I
thought that I was not going
to like or that would not be a
talent of mine. Throughout
these last seven years, God
has showed me that these
thoughts were simply not
true. For example, when I
was a teenager, I did not like
public speaking at all. It
made me very nervous, and
I would avoid speaking in
front of people at all costs.
Therefore, I was not looking
forward to preaching homi-
lies! However, during my
homiletics class, I discovered
that I really enjoyed giving
homilies, and I now look for-
ward to this aspect of priest-
ly ministry. I have learned,
through the process of pur-
suing a vocation, that God’s
grace transforms us into the
person that he is calling us to
be.  

What do you look forward to
in the next year as a deacon?

As I mentioned before, I
look forward to preaching
homilies as a deacon. I am
also excited to celebrate bap-
tisms and witness marriages.
It will also be an honor to
preside over funerals. I also
think that I will really enjoy
the simple things, such as
imparting certain blessings
upon people and religious
objects. As a whole, I am
looking forward to entering
more deeply into the lives of
God’s people.  

Deacon
Summerlin

Ordination 2018: Meet our new priests and deacons
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visi-
tor:

• 50 years ago, June 9,
1968: The annual convention
of the Diocesan Council of
Catholic Men will be held
this month at St. Patrick
Parish in Kokomo. Four del-
egates from each of the 61
parishes in the diocese are
expected to attend, in addi-
tion to many of the priests.

• 25 years ago, June 13,
1993: Video cameras were
abundant at the 60th com-
mencement exercises of Ben-
nett High School in Marion,
as approximately 300 family
members, friends, faculty
and staff attended the
school’s final graduation
ceremony on June 6.

• 10 years ago, June 8,
2008: St. Theodore Guerin
High School in Noblesville
celebrated its second com-
mencement on May 30, as 81
smiling seniors received
their diplomas, turned their
tassels and reflected on
being among the school’s
“pioneers.”

• Five years ago, June 9,
2013: Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish, Carmel, will
hold its second annual Chil-
dren’s March for Life this
month. After the march, par-
ticipants will have the op-
portunity to enjoy food,
music and games.

Saints 
of the week

Germaine of Pibrac
(c. 1579-1601)
Feast: June 15

A shepherdess, Ger-
maine Cousin was born
near Toulouse, France.
An unhealthy child, she
had a swollen neck, pos-
sibly from tuberculosis,
and a withered hand. At
home, her stepmother
treated her badly, giving
her scraps to eat and
making her sleep in the
stable or a cupboard
under the stairs. From
the age of 9, she was
sent out daily to tend
sheep. Neighbors
ridiculed her generous
nature and religious de-
votion until the day she
opened her apron and
beautiful flowers fell
out. Not long after, she
was found dead under
the stairs. Many miracu-
lous healings have been
attributed to this saint.

(Catholic News Service)

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Joseph Church, Elwood.

When you are not with us, we miss you.
Lord’s Day Masses

Saturday: 5 p.m. July-December 
(5 p.m. January-June at St. Mary, Alexandria)

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.

Guest column

‘Now my life is different’: preparing, sharing your faith story
By Peter Doane

O ne of the most excit-
ing and practical
ways to enter the

New Evangelization is to
prepare and then begin to
share your faith story. 

Your testimony is the
basis of your witness. It is
your story. It is your first-
hand account of what God
through Christ has done in
your life. Your testimony has
authority. 

Let’s discover a guide that
will help you learn how to
report your experience with
Jesus in simple language. At
the end of this guide, you
should be able to understand
the importance of your testi-
mony in witnessing and be
able to share it with others. 

There are four points in-
cluded in a personal testimo-

ny. St. Paul gives his testimo-
ny in Acts 22:1-16 and 26:9-
23. He says almost the same
thing using a simple four-
point outline. Paul says, “I
have not always been a
Christian, but God showed
me my need of Jesus Christ. I
committed my life to Jesus;
now my life is different.”

In 1 John 1:1-3, St. John
shares his testimony. Those
things which he had seen
and heard, he was telling
others. Sharing your testi-
mony is one of the most ef-
fective ways to witness for
Jesus Christ. 

Taking our cues from St.
Paul and St. John, we should
have something like this: 

• What my life was like
before Jesus Christ. 

• How I realized I needed
Jesus. 

• How I surrendered to

Jesus. 
• How Jesus changed my

life and made it full and
meaningful. 

We should write out our
testimony. Then, read it to
your spouse, a friend or a
fellow parishioner. The feed-
back will help hone your
message. 

Some points to remember
as you prepare: 

• Your testimony is im-
portant. If it is important to
you, it will become impor-
tant to other people. 

• As you prepare your tes-
timony, seek the leadership
of the Holy Spirit. Because
you will often have a very
brief encounter with each
person, it is necessary for
you to explore the Holy Spir-
it’s guidance in preparing to
share your testimony. 

• God honors prepara-

tion. Carefully prepare your
testimony so you can effec-
tively share Jesus Christ. 

• Remember the four
points of your witness. The
first three points are history.
Once you verbalize those,
you will be prepared to
share them anytime, any-
place. The fourth point is
current and refreshing —
how Jesus Christ is dealing
in your life now, how he is
making life meaningful.
Your sharing the growth and
daily relationship with Jesus
makes vibrant and meaning-
ful what God is doing in
your life. 

• Keep your testimony
short. It should be from one
minute to one and a half
minutes or about 275 words.
Use short, simple phrases. 

• Keep your testimony to
the point. Remember, you

are not describing the theol-
ogy of how to encounter
Jesus Christ. You are sharing
what Christ has done in your
life. You need to give ade-
quate detail. You are ex-
pressing to a person an in-
tangible experience. The
simple aspects of your expe-
rience relate what has hap-
pened in your heart and
your life. As you share your
testimony, you live it. 

Finally, I have experi-
enced this spiritual reality. If
I prepare my faith story, the
Lord begins to open doors to
share and creates “divine ap-
pointments.” There is a
“great adventure” to those
who say yes and then volun-
teer to share their faith with
others. 

Peter Doane is director of
evangelization at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish in  Carmel.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 7

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Candidates at St. Lawrence Parish in Lafayette recently received the sacrament of
confirmation from Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. (Photo provided)

Children of St. Augustine Parish in Rensselaer recently 
received their First Communion. (Photo provided)
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