
Serving the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana Volume 73, Number 21             June 4, 2017

The Catholic Moment
Seminari-
an appeal,
priest
assign-
ments and
Pentecost,
Page 2.

Rochester

parishioner’s

mission leads

to Guatemala

By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

Misty Menis-Kyler, a 25-
year-old parishioner of St.
Joseph Church in Rochester,
Ind., is following a different
kind of lay vocation of ser-
vice near high-crime
Guatemala City. 

She is five months into
her two years of commit-
ment as a lay missioner 

with 
Franciscan
Mission 
Service and
is serving
at Valle de
los Angeles
Orphan-
age, a
boarding
school that
provides a

nurturing home and educa-
tion for more than 200 chil-
dren who would otherwise
go without food, clothing
and support.

She was not expecting to
be sent to a non-English-
speaking country, but heard
God’s call to Guatemala
while preparing for over-
seas mission with 

(Continued on Page 14)

Misty
Menis-Kyler

Seminarian Fund Appeal 2017

The 12th annual Seminarian Fund Appeal begins this weekend in
parishes across the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana. The appeal
helps cover the cost of educating seminarians for the diocesan
priesthood. This year’s goal is $465,000.

The annual cost of educating each seminarian is more than $40,000.
The collection assists seminarians with tuition, room and board,
books, health care, travel, summer assignments and other related
expenses. 

Each year, this collection has yielded a great harvest and also has
helped to create a culture of vocations. The annual needs continue to
increase and the collection is an opportunity for all the faithful to
support future priests of the diocese.

The appeal will continue on the weekend of June 10-11.

More on the appeal and a message from 
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty, Page 2.

Two men ordained to transitional diaconate

Stories and more photos, Pages 4-7
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1) Acts 2:1-11
2) 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,
12-13
3) Gospel: John 20:19-23

Monday, June 5
1) Tobit 1:3; 2:1a-8
2) Gospel: Mark 12:1-12

Tuesday, June 6
1) Tobit 2:9-14
2) Gospel: Mark 12:13-17

Wednesday, June 7
1) Tobit 3:1-11a, 16-17a
2) Gospel: Mark 12:18-27

Thursday, June 8
1) Tobit 6:10-11; 7:1bcde,
9-17; 8:4-9a
2) Gospel: Mark 12:28-34

Friday, June 9
1) Tobit 11:5-17
2) Gospel: Mark 12:35-37

Saturday, June 10
1) Tobit 12:1, 5-15, 20
2) Gospel: Mark 12:38-44

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan
Web site at www.dol-in.org.

June 4
Pentecost

Sunday
Cycle A Readings:
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Seminarian appeal, priest assignments, Pentecost

I am grateful for the generosity of
our parishioners who financially
support the formation of our semi-

narians. Our Diocesan Finance
Council recommends our
keeping this appeal separate.
Their reasons are several. First,
to publicly highlight the need
to call men for ordained min-
istry. Second, to offer a trans-
parent connection between a
dedicated collection and a
cause that people are happy to
support. And third, over years,
donors take some satisfaction
from having taken part in the
preparation and ordination of
their individual priests.

Just as the times reshape the
“vineyard” in which we minis-
ter, so too the men who discern
whether priestly ministry is for them.
They have come up through a variety
of educational and work experiences.
The culture has impacted their under-
standing of work, marriage and family,
but also religion and any other institu-
tional commitments. In a day when
someone rarely works his whole life
for a single employer, they try to com-
prehend taking on lifetime identity
that is theirs 24/7.

For most of us ordained men, we do
not hold priesthood as a personal pos-
session. Rather, we participate in the
body of priests who minister in our
diocese. This body is called the Pres-
byterate. And this does not exist apart
from the Presbyterium, the body of

priests with their bishop. Each of us
priests has one or more roles, but all at
the service of the whole diocese, and

the whole Presbyterate. 
There is an admitted temp-

tation for people to rate priests
in terms of energy, talent,
humor, administrative knowl-
edge, languages, gregarious-
ness and the “feeling” of their
Masses. But we priests under-
stand, early in our ministries,
that we would not be who we
are without the chemistry that
each of us brings to the whole
Presbyterate. And this includes
the newly ordained as much as
the eminent retirees. Most
importantly, our standing
comes from the One who daily

calls us, rather than our locations or
perceived personal merits (not that I
discount these).

As you read about reassignments in
these pages, remember that they fol-
low from a process that has invoked
the Holy Spirit in consultations and
interviews. In the end, it is my respon-
sibility for making assignments to
parishes, prisons and the military. At
the same time, I must shepherd the
welfare and development of individ-
ual priests AND the vitality of the
Presbyterate as a whole. You should
not wonder why we pray for the bish-
op at each Mass!

A piece of wisdom that has sus-
tained me is this: The people to whom
a priest is sent will reveal aspects of

the Kingdom of God as no other place
can. And that priest brings elements
and limitations beyond parishioner
expectations, but something that they
also need at this time. Some people
correctly say that clergy transfers test
their faith. A test can be a stressor, but
also an opportunity to evaluate the
contents of one’s personal faith. Any
change can produce the second type of
test, and it should not be feared. We
have the assurance of Scripture that
we will not be tested beyond our
strength (1 Cor. 10:13)

We all desire to be open to the Holy
Spirit who is two things for us. The
first thing is that the Spirit sustains
ancient constants for the integrity of
the Church and the effectiveness of the
sacraments. That same Spirit, here on
Pentecost Sunday, is also very modern
because it disrupts complacency. The
same Spirit that gathers us for work,
worship and the common good, also
periodically scatters us to new fron-
tiers, both physical and psychological.

It will be brave hearts that today
pray: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts
of the faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love! Send forth your Spir-
it and they shall be created. And you
shall renew the face of the earth! O,
God, who by the light of the Holy
Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the
faithful, grant that by the same Holy
Spirit we may be truly wise and ever
enjoy his consolations, through Christ
Our Lord, Amen.

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

Prayer for seminarians

Lord Jesus, we ask your special blessing on
those preparing for the holy priesthood.

May their hearts overflow with love, under-
standing and generosity.

May their desire to serve inspire others to
answer your call.

Lord Jesus, fill the hearts of seminarians with
the fire of your love, make them holy as you
are holy. Amen.

Seminarian Fund Appeal 2017

The 12th annual Seminarian Fund Appeal will
be held on June 3-4 and June 10-11 in parish-
es across the Lafayette diocese.

Donation envelopes have been provided to
parishes and also inserted into The Catholic
Moment. Donors are asked to place their gifts
in the offertory at their parishes.

Gifts also may be made throughout the 
year by visiting the diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

Thank you
for your generosity!
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When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after disaster strikes at home
or abroad is financial contributions to relief efforts.
Your donations can make a world of difference:
• In the United States, Catholic Charities USA provides
disaster assistance nationwide. Visit www.catholic
charitiesusa.org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic Relief Services responds to
emergencies around the world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

long service includes music
and time for silent and spo-
ken prayers. The prayer
space is lit primarily by
candles. For more informa-
tion, call 812-535-2952 or
visit the Web site at
Taize.ProvCenter.org. Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods is

Persons of all faith tradi-
tions are invited to join
the Sisters of Providence
of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods for an ecumenical
Taizé prayer gathering
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, June 13, in the
Church of the Immaculate
Conception at Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods. The
theme for the sisters’ 2017
monthly Taizé prayer
gatherings is “Praying for
peace in the world and in
our hearts.” The gather-
ings are open to all and
free to attend. The hour-

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

located 10 minutes north-
west of downtown Terre
Haute.

The Sistine Chapel Choir
from Rome, commonly rec-
ognized as “the pope’s
choir,” in partnership with
Corporate Travel and the
Archdiocese of Detroit,
recently announced it will
present its first-ever per-
formance in Detroit. The
performance will be part of
the choir’s first visit to the
United States in more than
30 years. The choir also
will perform in New York

City and Washington, D.C.,
before concluding its tour
with the Detroit event. The
performance in Detroit will
be held at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 23, at the Detroit
Opera House. Tickets may
be purchased online at
michiganopera.org, Ticket-
master or by phone at 800-
745-3000. For more infor-
mation, visit the Web site at
www.sistinechapelustour.
com. “It is a great honor to
host the choir of the Sistine
Chapel in Detroit,” Arch-
bishop Allen H. Vigneron
of Detroit said in a news

release about the concert. “I
am very much looking for-
ward to their visit to our
city and the opportunities
this will provide for both
the faithful of the Archdio-
cese of Detroit and for all
of our neighbors and
friends to see and hear the
pope’s choir. This visit is a
privileged occasion for the
cooperation between the
Church, the civic commu-
nity and the business com-
munity to share something
beautiful for everyone in
the region.”

Schools honored with ‘Four Star’ award
LAFAYETTE — Four

schools in the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana recent-
ly received “Four Star” hon-
ors from the Indiana Depart-
ment of Education.

The announcement was
made by Jennifer
McCormick, Indiana super-
intendent of public instruc-
tion.

The “Four Star” schools in
the diocese include:

• St. Lawrence School,
Lafayette. Enrollment: 272,
grades preschool through
sixth. Jody Williams, princi-
pal; Father Eric Underwood,
pastor.

• St. Maria Goretti School,
Westfield. Enrollment: 491,
grades pre-kindergarten
through eighth. Vince
Barnes, principal; Father

Kevin Haines, pastor.
• St. Louis de Montfort

School, Fishers. Enrollment:
489, grades junior kinder-
garten through eighth. Scott
Stewart, principal; Father
Patrick Click, pastor.

• St. Augustine School,
Rensselaer. Enrollment: 102,
grades preschool through
fifth. W. Bruce Schooler,
principal; Father Donald
Davison, CPPS, pastor.

Created in 1988, the Four
Star School Award has been
in existence for nearly 30
years.

To receive “Four Star”
designation, a school must
receive an “A” on the state’s
A-F accountability system,
have excellent ISTEP pass
rates, carry overall high
graduation rate (if applica-

ble) and show success in
closing achievement gaps. 

A total of 41 schools
throughout the state
received the award this year.

“Receiving designation as
a ‘Four Star’ school signifies
a pursuit of academic excel-
lence among both the stu-
dents and the administra-
tion,” McCormick said.

“I am honored to recog-
nize these ‘Four Star’ schools
and their leadership for their
hard work and dedication to
preparing their students for
a bright and properous
future.”

• • •

For a complete list of schools,
visit www.doe.in.gov/
accountability/four-star-schools

People of all ages and from various churches throughout central Indiana gathered
on May 13 at the St. Mary (Alexandria) grotto to pray the rosary for peace. The gather-
ing was in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady of
Fatima. The Daughters of Isabella Catholic women’s group invites everyone to attend
the next rosary at the grotto, scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 13. The rosary will
be recited at the grotto on the 13th of each month through October. All are invited to
participate. (Photos provided)
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Ordination 2017

‘Showing themselves to be servants to all’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Christian
M. DeCarlo and James A. De
Oreo now carry the title of
“Deacon” after their ordina-
tions on May 27 at the Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception. 

“There is a different atti-
tude for my homily this
morning,” Bishop Timothy
L. Doherty said. “I struggle
sometimes with finding the
right words — beautiful,
encouraging words. There’s
a temptation in our particu-
lar culture to imagine that
we can put everything into
language. It’s a mistake
made in legislatures and in
courts. 

“The mistake is to think
that language can carry
everything. If it could, we
wouldn’t need poetry,
dance, music or liturgy,” he
said. “In other words, our
assembling here is the lan-
guage of the Church; our
prayer is the language of the
Holy Spirit breathing
through us. And so it is with
great humility and tremen-
dous joy that we have come
to this moment to listen to
these Scriptures which these
men chose, to speak about
unity, to speak about gifts,
and to speak about the love
we have in Christ.”

Transitional deacons are
seminarians ordained to the
diaconate in the final year of
their preparation for priest-
hood. 

Deacon DeCarlo and Dea-
con De Oreo presented
themselves to the bishop,

and were greeted with
applause from the hundreds
of relatives, friends and
faithful in attendance.

Reading from the rites of
ordination for deacons, Bish-
op Doherty said, “Brothers
and sisters, since these our
sons, who are our relatives
and friends, are now to be
advanced to the order of
deacons, considered careful-
ly the nature of rank in
Church to which they are to

be raised.
Strengthened by
the gift of the
Holy Spirit, they
will help the bish-
op and his priests
in ministry of
Word, of the altar
and of charity.
Showing them-
selves to be ser-
vants to all. 

“As ministers
of the altar, they
will proclaim the
Gospel, prepare
the sacrifice and
distribute the
Lord’s Body and
Blood to the faith-
ful,” he said.
“Furthermore, it
will be their duty
at the bishop’s
discretion to

exhort believers and unbe-
lievers alike and to instruct
them in holy doctrine. They
will preside over public
prayer, assist at baptisms,
assist at and bless marriages,
bring viaticum to the dying
and conduct funeral rites.
Consecrated by the laying on
of hands that comes down to
us from the apostles and
bound more closely to the
service of the altar, they will
perform works of charity in
the name of the bishop or the
pastor. With the help of God,
they are to go about all their
duties in such a way that
you will recognize them as
disciples of him who came
not to be served, but to
serve.”

The candidates promised
to carry out their office and
live according to Christ and
the Church.

The men lay prostrate on
the altar floor as the congre-
gation called on saints of the
Church to pray for them.  

Bishop Doherty then con-
ferred the gift of the Holy
Spirit as he laid hands on
each of the men before
ordaining them.

The newly ordained dea-
cons were vested with stoles
and dalmatics by candidates
for the priesthood: Deacon

Cole Daily vested Deacon De
Oreo, and Deacon Michael
Bower vested Deacon
DeCarlo.

Handing on the Book of
the Gospels, Bishop Doherty
said, “Receive the Gospel of
Christ, whose herald you
have become. Believe what
you read, teach what you
believe, and practice what
you teach.”

Deacon DeCarlo, 25, is a
student at Mount St. Mary’s
Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md.
He was to deliver his first
homily at his home parish,
St. Alphonsus Liguori,
Zionsville, on May 28. 

“It was a beautiful cele-
bration,” said Mark DeCarlo,
father of Deacon DeCarlo.
“It was really a culmination
in Christian’s journey.”

His mother, Ann, and sis-
ter, Sarah, both expressed
pride in the new deacon.

“I have been looking for-
ward to this for a long time,”
Deacon DeCarlo said. “It’s
the culmination of six years
of formation and prayer. It’s
a great joy. 

“I am looking forward to
preaching,” he said, “and to
being able to build good
relationships with people by
being in one place.”

Deacon De Oreo, 27, also a

student at Mount St. Mary’s
Seminary, was to deliver 
his first homily at
his home parish, St. Joan of
Arc, Kokomo, on May 28.

His parents, Catherine
and Victor De Oreo, drove
from New Mexico for the
ordination. His sister, Victo-
ria, traveled from her home
in Philadelphia.

Catherine De Oreo said
the ordination was a joyful
experience. 

“We’ve been so excited to
come here,” she said. “I
think he has always had the
focus that this is it for him.”

Victor De Oreo said he
was happy for his son, and
reiterated that he has known
this was his vocation for a
long time.           

“I had a very peaceful
morning, with not too much
anxiety,” Deacon De Oreo
said. “It is just a blessing to
be ordained here in the Dio-
cese of Lafayette-in-Indiana. 

“I am looking forward to
preaching and that relation-
ship with Christ, celebrating
the sacraments and receiving
the graces of the Holy Spir-
it.”

Both men are scheduled
to be ordained to the priest-
hood in 2018.

From left are Mark and Ann DeCarlo, Deacon Christian DeCarlo, Bishop Timothy L. Doherty, Deacon James De Oreo,
and Catherine and Victor De Oreo. (Photos by Bob Nichols)
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Ordination 2017

The ordinands lay prostrate on the floor during the litany of saints.

The two candidates for ordination to the diaconate stand before Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty.

Bishop Doherty clasps the hands of Christian DeCarlo as the candidate
promises obedience to the bishop and his successors.

Bishop 
Doherty lays
hands on
James De
Oreo, invok-
ing the Holy
Spirit to
come down
upon him. 

The two
seminarians
will serve a 
year as 
transitional
deacons
before being
ordained to
the priest-
hood in
2018.

(Photos by
Bob Nichols)

Deacon DeCarlo is vested with a stole and dalmatic by Deacon Michael
Bower.

Newly ordained Deacon De Oreo receives the Book of the Gospels from
Bishop Doherty.
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Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Ordination 2017: Meet our new deacons

New Mexico native now calls Lafayette diocese home
James De Oreo
Home parish: St. Joan of

Arc, Kokomo

Please tell us about your
family background and home-
town.

I was born and raised in
Rio Rancho, N.M. — a town
just outside of Albuquerque.
I have one older sister cur-
rently working as an engi-
neer with the Department of
Defense and my parents,
Victor and Catherine De
Oreo, currently reside in
New Mexico.  

Rio Rancho is in the high
desert of New Mexico, a mile
above sea level, and nestled
at the feet of the Sandia
Mountains, which
reach over 10,000
feet.

Where did you go to
school and to church?
What were some of the
activities you were
involved in?

I went to public
school until I was in
high school. I then
attended St. Pius X High
School, where I graduated in
2008.

What jobs did you have
before entering the seminary?

For a few years in high
school, I worked as a mem-
bership salesman at the local
Rio Grande Zoo during the
summers. Pay was based on
commission and if you are
interested, I would be happy

to give you more informa-
tion on the zoo membership.

What led to your decision to
become a priest? How did you
feel that you were called?

My family knew two
priests well as I grew up. A

priest in New Mexi-
co, Father Terry
Brennan, was espe-
cially inspiring. He
was instrumental in
my discernment and
was always there
when I had ques-
tions about the faith
or needed some
advice. In terms of
when I was first

called, I was in Eucharistic
adoration in my high school
sophomore year. That single
moment changed my life.
Since that moment, I contin-
ued to discern God’s will for
me as I went through high
school and entered college at
Notre Dame, eventually
becoming a seminarian for
New Mexico while at col-
lege.

The question that many

people ask is, “How did I
end up in the Diocese 
of Lafayette-in-Indiana?”
While there are many
moments that went into
becoming part of the Diocese
of Lafayette, I realized a key
component of any vocation
is the people you serve and
those you serve with. I felt
called to leave my homeland
when I did not yet know
where I was being called.
Through the generosity of

many priests and people,
and with the support of my
brother seminarians in the
diocese, I am privileged to
call the Diocese of Lafayette
my home. While on pastoral
year in Kokomo at St. Joan of
Arc, through the people
there and the experience I
had, this call to be a priest in
the Diocese of Lafayette was
affirmed a hundred-fold.  

Who has inspired and

encouraged you during your
years of formation? How?

The priests of the
Lafayette diocese and the
seminarians aspiring to be
priests have been some of
the greatest sources of inspi-
ration as I approach the dia-
conate. Furthermore, on pas-
toral year and onward, the
continued generosity and
faithfulness of the people to
the Church has been a strong
source of encouragement
over the past few years. The
families who made me a part
of the parish, those I encoun-
tered while teaching in the
school, RCIA, confirmation
and Bible studies, and those
in the diocese who inspired
me continue to enrich and
support my vocation.

What do you look forward to
in the next year as a deacon?

In the upcoming year as a
deacon, the thing I look for-
ward to most is preaching. I
look forward to continuous
meditation on God’s Word
as I begin to proclaim the
Gospel. I also look forward
to being a deacon and to
serving those around me in
general. In ordination, I give
myself to God and the
Church, while being
equipped with the graces to
carry out that mission.
God’s faithfulness to me per-
sonally as I moved through
formation has shown me
how much I draw close to
God as I draw close to the
diaconate.

James
De Oreo

Meet our 
new deacons

In the days preceding their
May 27 ordination, The
Catholic Moment invited
our new deacons to reflect
on some of their experi-
ences on their journey
toward the priesthood.

We’re Saving a Seat for

You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

Lending Based on Family Values ... Honesty, Sincerity, Integrity
Purchase, Refinance, Debt Consolidation Loans

Conventional, Reverse, FHA, VA, Rural Housing Home Loans

Local Catholic Company serving the Lafayette Diocese

(317) 255-0062 or (866) 690-4920
on-line 24-hours at www.grandviewlending.com

Our staff has
more than

60 years 
experience!

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 848-8868 • (317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Erica Markiewicz
Registered 

Representative

Member FINRA & SIPC

• Investment Accounts
• Long Term Care 

Insurance
• Estate Planning
• Conservative Portfolios
Peru Office
16 N. Miami St.
765-473-7211

Get the financial help you deserve

Marion Office
328 S. Norton St.
765-664-4228

(Photo by Bob Nichols)
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Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Ordination 2017: Meet our new deacons

No ‘lightning strikes,’ but ‘the subtle movement of the heart’
Christian DeCarlo
Home parish: St. Alphon-

sus Liguori, Zionsville

Please tell us about your
family background and home-
town. 

I was born in Indiana and
grew up in Zionsville, a true
Hoosier some might say. I
have two wonderful parents
— my dad, Mark, and my
mother, Ann — and my
younger sister Sarah. My
dad is a physical therapist
and specializes on knee
rehabilitation. My mom is a
pediatric nurse. My sister
just graduated from Ander-
son University this past May
in elementary education and
is going to make a
wonderful teacher.
My hometown of
Zionsville has been
such a great place to
grow up, with a
great school and a
great parish. 

Where did you go to
school and to church?
What were some of the
activities you were involved in?
What jobs did you have before
entering the seminary?

I went to Zionsville Com-
munity High School and was
very involved in the march-
ing band in the summer and
in the fall. I was a drum
major for three out of the
four years in the band. It was
one of my favorite high
school experiences, leading
the 120-person band
throughout the years in the
competitions, in the prac-
tices and the many home
football games. I also was

involved in the stage crew
for both the musicals in the
late fall, the show choir tech
crew in the winter, and the
stage crew for the school
plays in the spring. I worked
as a lifeguard at the school
pool, worked at the Perform-
ing Arts Center in Zionsville,
and I worked a summer on
the maintenance staff at St.
Alphonsus. 

In the Church, I was a
member of the Knights of the
Holy Temple for three years.
It was a great experience and
one of the most formative
things that I did in high
school. It formed me in my
faith and kept me involved
in the Church. I also met a lot

of great men around
my age who were
great influences on
me and in my faith. 

What led to your
decision to become a
priest? How did you
feel that you were
called?

If I was not a
member of the

Knights of the Holy Temple,
I would not be here in semi-
nary. I was invited to be a
part of the Knights at St.
Alphonsus my sophomore
year of high school by Father
Brian Doerr. This changed
everything. Through his
example of living the priest-
ly life, getting to know him
and my pastor, Father Den-
nis O’Keeffe, they taught me
the Catholic faith. I became
proficient at serving and
became very knowledgeable
regarding the parts of the
Mass and how it flowed. 

Part of being a
Knight of the Holy
Temple was the discus-
sion of our vocations. I
thought, “I trust you,
Father, I will give it
some thought.” I kept
thinking and praying
about it and the desire
kept growing stronger
and stronger. I kept
praying and talking to
my brothers, especially
Deacon Michael Bower.
He was a huge influ-
ence on me and a real
brother to me, helping
answer my questions
and giving me some
encouragement when I
needed it. Father Doerr,
Father O’Keeffe and
Deacon Bower were
instrumental in helping
me discern my voca-
tion. I was praying very fer-
vently about my call, and
there were no flashy
moments or “lightning
strikes” from God, but just
the subtle movement of the
heart nudging me to the
priesthood. I finally found
the courage to say yes after a
year at Purdue university
and then I entered college
seminary in St. Paul, Minn.,
at St. John Vianney Semi-
nary.

Who has inspired and
encouraged you during your
years of formation? How?

Father O’Keeffe has been
a great inspiration to me;
Father Doerr, Deacon Bower,
Deacon Cole Daily, all of the
diocesan seminarians, have
been such a huge gift, inspir-
ing me in different ways. 

Father O’Keeffe has had a
great impact on my forma-
tion during breaks when I
stay with him at the rectory.
We have many great conver-
sations and I pick his brain
about his priestly experi-
ence. He always has a funny
story and a great way to
explain how he does things
in the parish. I am truly very
grateful for him. Father
Doerr has also had a contin-
uous impact on my vocation
and our friendship is one
that I truly cherish. His
steady encouragement of me
in my vocation has been
something that is unparal-
leled. He was always there
when I needed to talk, and
helped me all along the way
in my discernment process. 

What experiences have

affirmed your calling
since entering the semi-
nary?

There have been
many experiences in
the summers that have
been very affirming. I
spent a whole summer
at Camp Wojtyla in
Colorado. I was with
30 other counselors
serving middle school
and high school stu-
dents. It was so affirm-
ing in my vocation
because I was able to
give so freely of
myself to the staff and
students that attended
and to share the faith
that I have come to
love so deeply. Anoth-
er summer I was able
to live with the Mis-
sionaries of Charity in

New York City in a men’s
shelter with a few other
diocesan seminarians. We
lived in the shelter and
served the men and women
that came for the soup
kitchen and the men in the
evening that stayed with us
in the shelter. It was wonder-
ful to serve the men that
came in and share the
Gospel with them, a very
priestly thing to do.

What do you look forward to
in the next year as a deacon? 

I am very excited about
serving as a deacon this year,
preaching the Gospel, bap-
tizing, and assisting at Mass.
This will be a very special
and great year as a deacon,
preparing for priesthood
next year.

Christian
DeCarlo

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in more than 29,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 742-2050 for more information 
or visit our Web site at www.thecatholicmoment.org.

YOUTH MINISTER
St. John Vianney Catholic Church, Fishers, is accepting resumes for a
part-time youth minister. The candidate should be a practicing
Catholic; be available to work weekends and evenings; be able to 
encourage youth in developing their relationship to Jesus and help the
teens to learn how to defend the Catholic faith. Experience in youth
ministry helpful. Position starts August 1, 2017. E-mail your resume to
Larry Kunkel, lkunkel@sjvfishers.com. 

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Ronald L. Lind, 78, died May 15. He was a
member of St. Joseph in Lebanon.

William Hopkins, 89, died May 23. He was a
member of St. Mary in Anderson.

Guadalupe Franco Garcia, 80, died May 12. He
was a member of St. Paul in Marion.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

(Photo by Bob Nichols)
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Top graduates reflect on high school years
Central Catholic Junior-

Senior High School in
Lafayette and St. Theodore
Guerin High School in
Noblesville celebrate their com-
mencements on June 2 and
June 4.

The Catholic Moment
recently asked the valedictori-
ans and salutatorians of the
two high schools to share their
insights, memories and advice
as they neared graduation.

Valedictorians

Alessia Bernocco
Guerin Catholic

Age: 17
Parish: Our Lady of Mt.

Carmel, Carmel
College: Notre Dame
Major: Marketing

How did you decide to
attend Guerin Catholic?

I really wanted to grow in
my faith and expand my

relationship
with God. 

How do
you look
back on the
education
you received
there?

I think
the educa-
tion I
received at

Guerin Catholic not only
helped me be prepared for
college, but I also think it
helped me see the correla-
tion between faith and
knowledge that is often-
times misunderstood. 

What was the most faith-
filled moment and why?

My most faith-filled
moment was singing songs
at the end of all-school
Mass. There is an undeni-
able energy and love that
unites everyone in the gym
and it is very easy to feel
God’s presence.

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

Working hard, setting
high goals for yourself and
keeping in mind that the
effort you put in now pays
off later. 

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman?

Keep an open mind and
allow Guerin Catholic to
change you for the better. 

Emma Gerrety
Central Catholic

Age: 18
Parish: St. Lawrence,

Lafayette
College: Indiana Univer-

sity
Major: Psychology (pre-

medicine)

How did you decide to
attend Central Catholic?

My parents decided to
send me to St. Lawrence

preschool
when I was
3 years old,
and I guess
you could
say I’ve
never
looked
back or
considered
other
options

because I’ve loved my expe-
rience in the Catholic school
system.

How do you look back on
the education you received
there?

When reflecting on my
career at Central Catholic, I
mostly feel immense grati-
tude for the sacrifices my
parents and teachers made
to provide me with a strong,
faith-filled education, and I
thank God for blessing me
with the opportunity to
attend such an amazing
school and to form relation-
ships with friends and men-
tors who have supported
me and will continue to
support me in the future.

What was the most faith-
filled moment, and why?

My most faith-filled expe-
rience at CC was during our
SEARCH retreat my senior
year. It was amazing to see
God work through all of the
retreat team members to put
on a life-changing weekend

for the juniors; experiencing
my own commitment to a
deeper faith and witnessing
the conversions of many of
my friends and classmates
made it a weekend I’ll never
forget.

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

The three main ingredi-
ents for academic success
are time-management skills,
a positive attitude and a
goal-oriented mindset.

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman?

I’ll give the advice I was
given and didn’t take —
don’t take anything for
granted. It’s hard as a fresh-
man to believe that high
school will go by quickly,
but I promise it will be over
before you know it. Don’t
miss an opportunity to
interact with your class or
be involved in your school
because it goes by faster
than you think.

Brian Grisham
Guerin Catholic

Age: 18
Parish: St. Maria Goretti,

Westfield
College: DePaul Universi-

ty
Majors: Digital media

and business

How did you decide to
attend Guerin Catholic?

I went to Guerin Catholic
because many of my friends
from middle school were
going there. I knew having
friends around me would
make the transition to high
school easier. Also, my per-
sonal chauffeur — my
brother — was there to take
me to school along with his
Kendrick Lamar tunes. 

How do you look back on
the education you received

there?
I think it’s hard to say

considering I have just fin-
ished my high school career,
but I think Guerin Catholic
has given me an education

that has
prepared
me for life
beyond
high
school. At
Guerin
Catholic, I
have
learned to
think dif-
ferently, in

a way that my college pro-
fessors and future employ-
ers would want me to think
while also building a good
foundation of knowledge.  

What was the most faith-
filled moment and why?

In my life, my most faith-
filled moment was when I
watched my mother’s bap-
tism. It was a special feeling
when everyone in our fami-
ly became united under one
religion. At Guerin Catholic,
I don’t think there is one
particular moment that was
the most faith-filled. Begin-
ning each class with prayer
amassed into one of my
most faith-filled moments as
it reminded me that God is
with us at all times. 

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

The most important
ingredient for success is grit.
You have to have the perse-
verance and desire to do
well. Going the extra mile
late at night to get all your
homework done and trying
to understand everything is
the best way to do this. Sec-
ond, you need to be willing
for others to help you. High
school will throw a lot of
work at you and having an
extra pair of hands is
always beneficial. Just like
Jordan wouldn’t be success-
ful without Pippen, I proba-
bly wouldn’t have been suc-
cessful without Ben Catton.
Third, you need to stay
calm and find distractions.
Rather than fixating your
entire life on academics, you
should find a hobby and
social life to keep your mind
occupied. This will prevent
any stress and keep you
mentally healthy. 

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman?

Don’t worry, be respectful
to others, and do your

homework. Everyone is in
the same boat as you, so
don’t worry about acade-
mics or social life when you
first arrive. These things
will turn out as you like
over time. Also, it is impor-
tant to be respectful to your
classmates since these are
the people you will be
spending the next four
years with, and having a
bad relationship with some-
one can lead to some awk-
ward situations down the
road. Lastly, by doing your
homework, you will be bet-
ter prepared for tests and
will do well academically. 

J.T. Lazzara
Guerin Catholic

Age: 18
Parish: Our Lady of Mt.

Carmel, Carmel
College: Notre Dame
Major: Biochemistry

How did you decide to
attend Guerin Catholic?

After attending Carmel
public schools all my life, I
transitioned to a Catholic
high school so that I could

pursue
both my
faith and
academics
simultane-
ously. In
addition,
my older
brother,
Max, was
already
attending

Guerin Catholic and
enjoyed the years he had
spent there. 

How do you look back on
the education you received
there?

When I look back on my
education at Guerin
Catholic, I think of an edu-
cation of the whole person.
At Guerin Catholic, I grew
in my faith, learned in a rig-
orous academic environ-
ment, but also got to know
myself better through many
retreats and the new friends
I made. 

What was the most faith-
filled moment, and why?

My most faith-filled
moment at Guerin Catholic
came later in my senior
year, in my college decision.
My teacher, Mrs. Ganser,
and I had been praying to
Our Lady of Providence for
assistance in financing my
college education at the

Emma 
Gerrety

Alessia
Bernocco

Brian
Grisham

J.T.
Lazzara

Central Catholic Junior-Senior High School



The Catholic MomentJune 4, 2017 Page 9

Class of 2017

‘Don’t miss an opportunity to be involved’
University of Notre Dame.
After praying for several
months, I was able to find
scholarship and additional
funding that made Notre
Dame affordable. I truly
believe this was only made
possible through Mrs.
Ganser’s and my prayer.

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

The three main ingredi-
ents for academic success
are hard work, attention to
detail, and consistency.
Hard work without atten-
tion to detail and consistent-
ly working hard will not
result in academic success.

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman?

Don’t sweat the little
things. A lot of times fresh-
men can focus so hard on
academics or getting settled
into high school that they
take away from their high
school experience. I would
encourage all freshmen to
get involved in their high
school, find something they
enjoy doing, and make
friends through their
involvement. 

Emily McCorkle
Guerin Catholic

Age: 18
Parish: St. Louis de Mont-

fort, Fishers
College: University of

Dayton
Major: Chemical engi-

neering

How did you decide to
attend Guerin Catholic?

My older sister Sarah
went to Guerin Catholic and
my mom wanted me to

attend a
Catholic
school. 

How do
you look
back on the
education
you received
there?

Looking
back, I real-
ize how

much the IB Programme
prepared me for college. At
the time, it seemed like a lot
of work, but it has definitely
paid off. 

What was the most faith-
filled moment and why?

The junior retreat was the
most faith-filled moment for
me because everyone
opened up to each other,

and we all felt God’s pres-
ence over the retreat. 

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?  

Work your hardest in all
that you do. Challenge
yourself even if you think
it’s out of your limits. Rec-
ognize that everything you
do serves a purpose. 

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman? 

While academics are
important, allow yourself to
be formed spiritually at
Guerin Catholic because at
Guerin they shape the
whole person. 

Salutatorians

Ben Catton
Guerin Catholic

Age: 19
Parish: Our Lady of Mt.

Carmel, Carmel
College: Purdue Universi-

ty
Major: Biology

How did you decide to
attend Guerin Catholic?

Honestly, I decided to
attend Guerin Catholic
because it seemed like a nat-
ural extension of Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel. My brother

was head-
ing into his
senior year
at Guerin
Catholic
while I was
choosing a
high
school, so
Guerin felt
comfort-
able.

How do you look back on
the education you received
there?

I look back on my educa-
tion from Guerin Catholic
fondly. The IB Programme

challenged me greatly
throughout my time at
Guerin and, I feel, prepared
me exceptionally for my
future. The faculty and staff
of Guerin are full of won-
derful people who care for
each and every student. I
had countless teachers in
my four years at Guerin
Catholic who impacted me
greatly that I will never for-
get.

What was the most faith-
filled moment and why?

All-school Masses at
Guerin Catholic are very
faith-filled and are some of
my best memories from my
time there. The whole
school attending Mass
together and the great
music from the choirs and
musicians make all-school
Masses an incredible experi-
ence.

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

1. Having a strong work
ethic

2. Paying attention in
class

3. Understanding your
teachers and what they
expect from you

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman? 

Pay attention in class and
always do your homework
on time so you don’t get
behind.

Amanda Gjerde
Guerin Catholic

Age: 18
Parish: St. Elizabeth Ann

Seton, Carmel
College: Purdue Universi-

ty
Major: Nursing

How did you decide to
attend Guerin Catholic?

I really did not put a lot
of thought into deciding

which high school I would
attend. For me, Guerin
Catholic was not even a real
option until the end of my
eighth-grade year of middle
school. I just got the feeling
that I was supposed to go to
Guerin Catholic and now I
know I made the right
choice!

How do you look back on
the education you received
there?

Looking back on my edu-
cation at Guerin Catholic, I

realize that
I was
pushed
more than I
realized.
The courses
I took
helped me
understand
the ways I
learn and
study best.

I am confident that my edu-
cation at Guerin Catholic
has prepared me to be suc-
cessful in college. 

What was the most faith-
filled moment, and why?

My most faith-filled
moment at Guerin Catholic
was during Survive ‘til Sun-
rise my senior year, in the
chapel. We had adoration
for several hours that night,
and a few people stayed
behind after the planned
chapel portion of the night
had ended. It was during
this time that I truly felt
God’s presence and I knew
that everyone in that chapel
was taking their relation-
ship with God seriously.
Because of this I will always
remember this moment
from my time at Guerin
Catholic. 

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

The three main ingredi-
ents for academic success
are efficiency, determination
and the openness to absorb-
ing new information. 

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman?

My advice to incoming
freshmen would be to be
efficient with your school
work. If you can master the
efficiency aspect of school
and do homework every
free chance you get during
the school day, your nights
will be a lot less stressful
and you will have plenty of
opportunities to be involved
outside of the classroom. 

Dianne Santos
Central Catholic

Age: 18
Parish: Cathedral of St.

Mary of the Immaculate
Conception, Lafayette

College: Purdue Universi-
ty

Major: Computer science

How did you decide to
attend Central Catholic?

I’ve been in the Catholic
school system since
preschool at St. Mary’s, so
naturally I continued on to
CC. 

How do you look back on
the education you received
there?

I would say that the
teachers there are what
made my education at Cen-
tral Catholic unique. They
truly dedicated themselves
to making sure all of us

understood
what they
were teach-
ing. There
were times
when
teachers
spent hours
of their
own time
helping me
and my

classmates after school on
assignments or projects.

What was the most faith-
filled moment, and why?

My most faith-filled
moment has got to be dur-
ing my junior year at our
annual SEARCH retreat. I
can’t exactly say what hap-
pened because the first rule
there is “what happens at
SEARCH stays at
SEARCH,” but I know the
experience has and will con-
tinue to help me stay con-
nected to my faith.

What are the three main
ingredients for academic suc-
cess?

Be responsible when it
comes to homework and
tests, write in a planner to
be organized (it’s also a
great place to doodle), and
be open to learning new
things. But don’t forget to
reward yourself every once
in a while with “me” days
for all your hard work.

What advice would you give
to an incoming freshman?

It’s definitely great to be
excited for the future, but
don’t forget to enjoy the
moment!

Ben
Catton

Dianne
Santos

Emily
McCorkle

Amanda
Gjerde

St. Theodore Guerin High School
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JUNE 2017
3 — Presbyteral ordinations, 11 a.m., Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception, Lafayette
3-4 — Seminarian fund appeal
4 — Pentecost Sunday
10-11 — Seminarian fund appeal
14-15 — U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops annual spring general assembly,
Indianapolis
17 — Pre-Cana marriage preparation conference, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., St.
Lawrence, Lafayette (registration required; limit: 20 couples)

JULY 2017
4 — Independence Day, Bishop’s Office/Catholic Pastoral Center closed
6 — Ecclesial Lay Ministry (ELM) spirituality short course “Mystical Theology”
begins, 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., St. Louis de Montfort, Fishers
12 — Lafayette Diocesan Foundation, Inc. Board meeting, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
Bishops Residence, Lafayette
23-29 — National Natural Family Planning (NFP) Awareness Week
25 — Office of Catechesis Symposium, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Carmel

AUGUST 2017
1 — ELM spirituality short course “St. John of the Cross — The Ascent of Mt.
Carmel” begins, 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi, Muncie
— Principals Back to School Gathering, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo

7 — New Teachers Meeting, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo
15 — Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Bishop’s
Office/Catholic Pastoral Center closed
24 — New Teachers Meeting, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo

SEPTEMBER 2017
4 — Labor Day, Bishop’s Office/Catholic Pastoral Center closed
6 — Principals meeting, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo
16 — Pre-Cana marriage preparation conference, 7:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., St. Joan
of Arc, Kokomo (registration required; limit: 20 couples)
18 — Diocesan Teacher Day, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo
23 — “The Bible for Liturgical Readers,” free training for liturgical readers, 9:30
a.m., St. Francis of Assisi, Muncie

OCTOBER 2017
1 — Respect Life Sunday
2 — Red Mass and Dinner, 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Carmel
15 — World Mission Sunday

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Thursday, June 1 — Con-
firmation, 5:30 p.m., St.
Maria Goretti, Westfield
Friday, June 2 — Com-
mencement, 7 p.m., Cen-
tral Catholic Junior-Senior
High School, Lafayette
Saturday, June 3 — Priest-
hood ordinations, 11 a.m.,
Cathedral of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Lafayette
Sunday, June 4 — 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Masses at St.
Lawrence, Lafayette
— Commencement, 2 p.m., St. Theodore Guerin High

School, Noblesville
Monday-Friday, June 5-9 — Priests convocation
Sunday, June 11 — 11:15 a.m. and 5 p.m. Masses at St.
Lawrence, Lafayette
Monday-Friday, June 12-16 — United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops spring general meeting, Indi-
anapolis
Sunday, June 18 — Closing of 40 Hours, 7 p.m., St.
Boniface, Lafayette
Monday, June 19 — Confirmation, 5:30 p.m., Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel, Carmel
Tuesday, June 21 — Seminary alumni, Indianapolis
Sunday, June 25 — Tipton Parish Day, Tipton
Thursday, June 29 — Enthronement of Ukrainian
Catholic Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuc, noon, Chicago

FROM BISHOP DOHERTY’S 

JUNE SCHEDULE
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Children of the parishes of the Precious Blood Cluster
in Pulaski County recently received their First Commu-
nion at St. Peter Church in Winamac. The students attend-
ed a retreat the day before where they enjoyed making
their own bread. Above are the first communicants with
pastor Father Leroy Kinnaman. (Photo provided)

Youth of St. Augustine Parish in Rensselaer recently received the sacrament of confir-
mation from Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. (Photo provided)
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

“Battle Ready Rally — 
Our Lady of Fatima”
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will host a pre-
sentation by Doug Barry,
host of EWTN’s “Life on the
Rock” and founder of
RADIX, at 7 p.m. Thursday,
June 1, at the church. The
presentation “Battle Ready
Rally — Our Lady of Fati-
ma” is for all men, women
and children ages 7 and
older. There is no registra-
tion or cost to attend. St.
John Vianney Church is
located at 15176 Blessed
Mother Boulevard (north-
west corner of 126th and
Southeastern Parkway). For
more information, visit
www.sjvfishers.com or call
317-485-0150.

LAFAYETTE — Doug Barry
also will present his “Battle
Ready Rally — Our Lady of
Fatima” at 3 p.m. Sunday,
June 4, in the chapel at Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette Cen-
tral. (The 14th Street doors
will be unlocked beginning
at 2:30 p.m.) All men,
women and children ages 7
and older are welcome to
attend.

Garage sale
TIPTON — Father John
Kiefer will be retiring this
year. He will hold a garage
sale, with items including
tools and art supplies, on
Friday, June 2, at 1440 W.
Division Rd. in Tipton. He
also is seeking a small pri-
vate residence. For more
information, e-mail 
frjohndkiefer@gmail.com or
call 765-749-1747.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, June 2, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of

Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

60th jubilee celebration
MONTICELLO — All are
invited to attend a June 4
celebration of the 60th
jubilee of Father James R.
Goodrum. The celebration
is being hosted by the Altar
and Rosary Sodality of Our
Lady of the Lakes Parish,
543 S. Main. The day will
begin with Mass at 10 a.m.,
followed by a
reception/brunch in the
parish’s Fosselman Hall
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
more information, call Kim
Bunting at 574-583-9370.

New program at 
The O’Connor House
CARMEL — Women who
feel called to serve as men-
tors in the new “Training,
Education Academy and
Mentoring” program at The
O’Connor House are invit-
ed to attend an information
session at 7 p.m. Monday,
June 5, at the house. The
O’Connor House provides
housing, clothing, trans-
portation, life skills classes,
counseling and other
resources to help single,
pregnant, homeless women
and their children. Those
interested in attending the
June 5 information program
are asked to call Vicki
Yamasaki at 317-313-0255 or
e-mail vicki@theoconnor
house.org. An additional
information night for any-
one interested in the new
mentoring program will be
held at 7 p.m. Monday, June
19, at The O’Connor House. 

Volunteer couples for 
The Third Option
LAFAYETTE — The Third
Option ministry is coming
to the Lafayette area and
volunteer couples are being
invited to join the team. The
Third Option is a ministry
of volunteer couples who
offer support for marriages
in difficulty while enhanc-
ing their own marriages.
Couples who would like to
join the team or learn more
about the ministry are invit-

ed to contact Dora Tobar at
765-269-4678 or Deacon
Charles Jindrich at 312-909-
5077. The next Third Option
meeting will be held from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday, June
6, at Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School.

Golden Eagle Golf Classic
NOBLESVILLE — Individ-
ual registrations are now
available for the Golden
Eagle Golf Classic, to be
held Tuesday, June 6, at
Pebble Brook Golf Course,
the home course for St.
Theodore Guerin High
School. Check-in for the
golf scramble will begin at
11 a.m., with a shotgun start
at noon. A boxed lunch and
beverages will be provided
to all registrants. The day
will end with dinner and
awards at approximately
5:30 p.m. Visit
https://guerincatholic.
schoolforms.org/golf-
classic for online registra-
tion. For more information,
e-mail kjanssen@
guerincatholic.org. All are
welcome to participate.

Presentations on saints 
of the Church
ZIONSVILLE — All those
wanting to learn more about
some key saints of the
Church, old and new, and
what it takes to be a saint
are invited to attend an
upcoming series of three
presentations at St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish. The pre-
sentations will be offered
from 6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. on
June 14, 21 and 28 in the St.
Robert Room. The programs
will be offered by Father
Dennis O’Keeffe, pastor, and
seven parishioners. Topics
will include: June 14, intro-
duction to the program and
St. Joseph and St. Matthew;
June 21, St. Clare of Assisi,
St. Therese of Lisieux and
St. John Bosco; June 28, the
Twelve Apostles of Ireland,
St. Padre Pio and St. Gianna
Mollo. All are welcome to
attend the series. 

Ordination anniversary 
celebration
WINCHESTER — An out-
door Mass and picnic din-
ner are being planned for
Friday evening, June 16, to
celebrate the 10th ordination
anniversary of Father
Christopher Roberts, pastor
of St. Mary Parish in Union
City and St. Joseph Parish in
Winchester. All are welcome
to attend, especially parish-

ioners, past parishioners,
students and friends. The
outdoor Mass will be cele-
brated at 6 p.m. at the Farm-
land Conservation Club,
1464 N. 500 W., Winchester,
followed by the picnic din-
ner. In lieu of personal gifts,
donations to the St. Joseph
and St. Mary Rectory Reno-
vation Fund are welcomed.
RSVPs are requested to
Sheryl Thurston at 765-967-
0759 or sthurstonrn@
frontier.com or Jeremy
Edger at jeremy.edger@
remingtonseeds.com. 

Vacation Bible School
ATTICA — St. Francis
Xavier Parish invites all
children from 4 years old to
sixth grade to attend its
Vacation Bible School from 9
a.m. to 11:45 a.m. on June
19-23. There will be games,
songs, snacks, Bible lessons
and stories. Two Dominican
Sisters of St. Cecilia from
Nashville, Tenn., will assist.
The church is located at 407
S. Perry St. in Attica. For
more information, contact
Eileen Hays at tehays@
comcast.net, visit
www.stfrancisattica.org or
https://www.facebook.com
/stfrancisxavierattica/, or
call 765-762-3330.

Cemetery cleanup 
and revitalization day
LAFAYETTE — The first
cleanup and revitalization
day for St. Joseph Cemetery
has been rescheduled to
begin at 8 a.m. Saturday,
June 24. (Rain date will be
Sunday, June 25.) The effort
was postponed from a
scheduled date in May
because of bad weather. The
cemetery is located on
Greenbush Street, between
16th and 17th streets. All are
welcome to participate.

Weekend retreat 
for stroke survivors
WEST LAFAYETTE — Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette will
offer a weekend retreat for
stroke survivors on July 7-9
at Purdue University in
West Lafayette. The main
goal of the “Retreat and
Refresh Stroke Camp” will
be for participants to enjoy
activities that include the
areas of socialization, sup-
port, education and relax-
ation. Activity opportunities
will include games, hik-
ing/walking, discussion
groups, entertainment,
music, swimming, rock wall
climbing and more. For

more information, visit the
Web site at www.franciscan
health.org/news-and-
events/events/stroke-camp-
survivors-and-caregivers-
lafayette or call 309-688-
5450.

Save the date/Serra Series
KOKOMO — The second
game in the Serra Series has
been moved to Aug. 5. The
Serra Club of Kokomo orga-
nizes the event, which fea-
tures a softball game
between diocesan priests
and seminarians. The game
will be held in the Kokomo
Municipal Stadium. Gates
and concessions will open at
11 a.m., with the first pitch
to be thrown at noon. The
game will go on, rain or
shine. Admission is $5 per
person or $20 per family,
with all gate proceeds going
to the seminarian fund. The
event also will feature give-
aways, a 50/50 drawing and
a “meet-and-greet” on the
field after the game. The
Serra Club also is looking
for businesses within the
diocese to help sponsor the
event; e-mail kokomoserra@
yahoo.com or call 765-432-
1001.

Kids’ Page on Page 20
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(Continued from Page 1)

Franciscan Mission Service
(FMS), a nonprofit support-
ing lay Catholics wanting to
serve those living on the
margins of society. 

FMS partners with Fran-
ciscan communities around
the world, like the Francis-
can Friars of the Immaculate
Conception Province who
operate Valle de los Angeles
Orphanage.

Before serving in
Guatemala, Menis-Kyler and
her fellow missioners partic-
ipated in FMS’ three-month
formation program. 

The training’s curriculum
included Franciscan spiritu-
ality and Catholic social
teaching, as well as the tools
necessary to integrate into a
cross-cultural community. 

Menis-Kyler then spent
six weeks in Xela,
Guatemala, a five-hour drive
from the orphanage, “doing
intense language school five
hours a day, five days a
week,” one-on-one with an
instructor and living with a
host family. 

Upon arriving at Valle de
los Angeles, her first impres-
sion of the orphanage was
“amazement.” 

The orphanage has a
school, both a boys’ and
girls’ dorm, a church, and a
huge garden that provides
fresh produce for the stu-
dents’ meals, and plans for a
future bakery.  

“The many options the
students have here was
mind blowing,” she said,
making clear that this is not
the norm in the area. “It was
nothing like I expected or
what you might hear about
orphanages.” 

Orphanages run by the
Guatemalan government are
often overcrowded, with
unsatisfactory conditions
and reports of child abuse. 

Valle de los Angeles pro-
vides a nurturing home, a
school curriculum based on
Franciscan values, child psy-
chology services and
extracurricular activities. 

Menis-Kyler is there to
teach English, supervise com-
puter classes, and assist the
priests with spiritual forma-
tion of various youth groups,
a mini farm, and other short-
term mission groups.  

Her main ministry will be
one of companionship, pres-
ence and service. The FMS
approach to mission is a rela-
tionship-centered approach
that promotes a culture of

encounter. This challenges
missioners like Menis-Kyler
to know and learn from
those they serve alongside,
rather than believe their role
is to lead, change or fix a sit-
uation.

“I spent nearly three
months in discernment dur-
ing my formation praying to
God on where it was he was
calling me,” she said, indi-
cating she had been hoping
to go to an English-speaking
ministry site in Jamaica. 

Menis-Kyler began to
look beyond her concerns
about learning a new lan-
guage: “I realized that was
what I wanted and that God
was in fact calling me to
Guatemala.” 

“I was impressed by how
she reacted to the change of
plan and the added factor of
a different language more as
a challenge than an obstacle,”
said Father Michael McKin-
ney, pastor of St. Joseph
Parish, Rochester. “You could
tell she already had acquired
a lot of flexibility that a good
(missioner) needs in order to
be effective.” 

Although she said she is
experiencing isolation
because of the communica-
tion barriers of both lan-
guage and location, Menis-
Kyler is learning to adapt to
her new home.  

Due to ongoing issues
with the Guatemalan mail-
ing system, she is not able to
send or receive letters, plus
she has limited access to the
Internet. The shift from a
U.S. culture based on instant
connections offers opportu-
nities for the missioners to
keep their pledge to live in
Franciscan simplicity and
solidarity with those suffer-

ing from economic poverty. 
Missioners at Valle de los

Angeles typically use Skype,
an instant messaging app
that provides online text
message and video chat ser-
vices, to communicate with
family, friends and FMS. 

Adding to the sense of
separation produced by the
difficulties communicating
with those back in the Unit-
ed States, Menis-Kyler said
she is “struggling to learn
Spanish,” but she looks for-
ward to the day she can flu-
ently speak with the stu-
dents to “build those rela-
tionships I so long to build.” 

For the time being, her
beginning Spanish skills and
her non-verbal communica-
tion of smiles and hugs is
helping her share and receive
God’s love with the children. 

Menis-Kyler is an English
teacher for girls in Basico 1, 2
and 3, equivalent to Ameri-
can seventh-, eighth- and
ninth-graders.  

She said she was nervous
when she started at Valle de
los Angeles “because I have
never taught English
before,” but the students
made “settling in and teach-
ing is so easy and enjoyable”
because of their kindness
and pleasant attitudes.

“The children are the most
remarkable aspect of volun-
teering here,” she said; they
come from unimaginably
difficult backgrounds, but
“you can’t tell because they
always have smiles on their
faces and are always laugh-
ing and giving out hugs.”

Many of the children
come from challenging back-
grounds, where they person-
ally have experienced abuse
or lived in areas highly

impacted by gang violence,
said Emily Norton, FMS pro-
grams manager.  

Valle de los Angeles is
considered unique because
the missioners live on site
and because of where it is
located. “It is quite a unique
juxtaposition,” Norton said,
as “one side is a neighbor-
hood of extremely wealthy
families ..., but on the other
side is a red zone of gang
violence.”

Menis-Kyler insists the
orphanage is safe, that they
“know there is a lot of crime
in the city, but we are far
enough away and sheltered
well here at Valle that we
either don’t hear about it or
we don’t experience it.” 

The children, staff and
missioners are well protect-
ed and cared for inside the
orphanage, Menis-Kyler
said, adding that she wel-
comes prayers for their con-
tinued safety.

St. Joseph Parish has been
actively supporting Menis-
Kyler both monetarily and
prayerfully, Father McKin-
ney said. 

He stressed that “regular
intercessory prayer is impor-
tant since without grace she
could easily burn out or the
mission of the orphanage
would be less effective.”  

The parish aims to stay
informed on her missionary
work and has “been very
generous in donating to the
agencies that organize her
volunteer service,” he said,
referring to both this mission
trip and a previous one
undertaken by Menis-Kyler.  

Support can be given in
many ways, including “reg-
ularly visiting the FMS blog
and keeping up with what is

happening.”  
Online shoppers can add

FMS to Amazon Smile and it
is always in need of financial
donations, but each mission-
er also is asked to raise a set
minimum goal. Menis-Kyler
accepts monetary support
through the FMS site general
donation page, where sup-
porters can select her name
and donate towards her
goal.  

“She has a passion to
serve others in need,” said
Father McKinney, noting
that “not everyone wanting
to serve the Church or the
poor are necessarily called to
the consecrated life.”  

FMS recognizes the
important role that lay
Catholics have in the
Church, which is why the
organization is providing
avenues for lay Catholics to
answer their baptismal call
to sharing God’s love with
others. 

Menis-Kyler had previ-
ously spent two years serv-
ing as a preschool assistant
at the Northern Cheyenne
Reservation in Ashland,
Mont., with Cap Corps,
another Franciscan service
program.  

That background, com-
bined with her education at
Marian University in Indi-
anapolis, where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in pastoral
leadership, are just steps
along her path of service.

Looking forward, Menis-
Kyler said she sees herself
“doing exactly what I am
doing, mission work.” She
has heard her calling from
God and knows “this is my
vocation and I will continue
to follow where God is lead-
ing me.”

‘I will continue to follow where God is leading me’

At left is Misty Menis-Kyler with her host mother, Elizabeth, in Xela,
Guatemala. Above are some of her students at Valle de los Angeles
Orphanage. (Photos provided) 
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Pope meets with Huntington’s patients

‘May none of you feel you are a burden — you are precious’
By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
The frailty associated with
illnesses like Huntington’s
disease is not a reason to
shun the sick, but a reminder
of the value of life, Pope
Francis said.

Jesus came to tear down
the walls of stigma and mar-
ginalization and proved
through his love that disease
and sickness are “never an
obstacle to encountering
people,” the pope said May
18 during a meeting with
1,700 people — those with
the fatal genetic disorder
and their families. 

“Fragility is not an evil.
And disease, which is an ex-
pression of fragility, cannot
and must not make us forget
that, in the eyes of God, our
value is always priceless,”
he said. 

The meeting was spon-
sored by HDdennomore
(pronounced “Hidden no
more”), a coalition of neuro-
scientists, research experts
and institutes with the goal
of “ending the stigma and
shame around the disease.”

A neural degenerative
disorder, Huntington’s dis-
ease results in the death of
brain cells and causes prob-
lems with a person’s mental
abilities, body coordination

and movement.
Since the disease’s discov-

ery in 1872, the uncontrol-
lable movements that char-
acterize it have led to the
marginalization of those af-
flicted.

Acknowledging the
“shame, isolation and aban-
donment” faced by those
with the disorder, the pope

said that, for too long, peo-
ple with Huntington’s dis-
ease have been met with
“misunderstandings and
barriers, truly excluding
them.”

However, he added, the
organizing coalition’s motto,
“‘Hidden no more’ is not
simply a slogan so much as a
commitment that we all
must foster,” and Hunting-
ton’s disease can become “an
opportunity for encounter,
for sharing, for solidarity.” 

Pope Francis also encour-
aged the families who care
for their loved ones “with
self-sacrifice and steadfast-
ness” to not give in to “the
temptation of the sense of
shame” and accompany their
family members “on this dif-
ficult path” that can, at times,
“be an uphill climb.”

“The family is the privi-
leged place of life and digni-
ty, and you can cooperate to
build that network of soli-
darity and of help that the
family alone can guarantee,
and which the family is first
called to live,” the pope said. 

The work of doctors,
health-care workers and vol-
unteers, he continued, gives
“tangible shape to the hope
and motivations” of patients
and their families, while also
protecting the dignity of
those entrusted to their care. 

“You are like the hands
that God uses to sow hope.
You are the voices that these

people have to claim their
rights,” the pope said. 

Pope Francis thanked the
work of scientists and ge-
neticists who dedicate their
lives to researching and
studying Huntington’s dis-
ease.

He also urged them to
pursue their goal of finding
a cure without resorting to
practices that fuel a “throw-
away culture,” particularly
through the use and destruc-
tion of human embryos.

“We know that no ends,
even noble in themselves,
such as a predicted utility for
science, for other human be-
ings or for society, can justify
the destruction of human
embryos,” he said.

After his speech, the pope
spent nearly one hour indi-
vidually greeting 150 Hunt-
ington’s disease patients
seated in the front rows
along with their families.
Many of them were over-
come with emotion as he
laid his hand on their head
or kissed their cheek.

Maria Esther, Franklin
and Yosebly, three siblings
from Venezuela who inherit-
ed the disease, wept as the
pope blessed them and em-
braced them. 

According to HDden-
nomore, the siblings were
often victims of “cruel
stares” and “isolation” after
their symptoms manifested.

Jesus’ closeness to the suf-

fering, Pope Francis said in
his speech, gave hope to the
sick and the marginalized
because “they felt they were
listened to, respected and
loved.”

“May none of you ever
feel you are alone; may none
of you feel you are a burden;
may no one feel the need to
run away,” the pope said.
“You are precious in the eyes
of God; you are precious in
the eyes of the Church.”

Pope Francis’ meeting
with the families affected by
Huntington’s disease will
bring much-needed atten-
tion and hope to men,
women and children who
often are ostracized and
even left to die alone and
unloved, said Ignacio
Munoz-Sanjuan, a U.S.-
based neuroscientist. 

Especially in poor coun-
tries, people suffering from
Huntington’s face discrimi-
nation and are forced to live
in areas that “almost look
like a leprosy colony” be-
cause “nobody wants to mix
with them,” Munoz-Sanjuan
told Catholic News Service.

According to the Hunt-
ington Study Group, the dis-
ease is prevalent in Europe
and countries of European
origin, such as the United
States and Australia. How-
ever, in South America,
Huntington’s disease rates
are 1,000 times higher than
in the rest of the world.

“In older times, people
thought that they (Hunting-
ton’s patients) were cursed
or that the devil had taken
possession of their bodies,”
Munoz-Sanjuan said. “So,
there is a history of stigma
associated with the disease.
More recently, it is the inher-
ited pattern of the disease
where people don’t want to
marry people” who carry the
faulty gene. “They don’t
want to be associated with
them.”

The social stigma attached
to the disease has led to an-
other sad statistic. According
to a 2014 study by Dr. Samuel
Franks of the Huntington’s
Disease Society of America,
25 percent of those affected
attempt suicide and nearly 9
percent succeed in taking
their own lives.

Many of those patients
who turn to suicide, Munoz-
Sanjuan said, suffer from de-
pression that is “exacerbated
by the stigma.”

Pope Francis embraces a patient with Huntington’s disease during the pontiff’s general
audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican May 17. (CNS photo/Claudio Peri, EPA) 

Pope Francis arrives to lead the general audience at the
Vatican May 18. (CNS photo/Claudio Peri, EPA)
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N E W S B R I E F S Quotes
Re-QuotedPope offers prayers 

after ‘barbaric 
attack’ in England “Too often we think the

budget is a number. It’s
not. Right behind those
numbers are human beings
and they look like you and
they look like me.”

— Bishop Frank J. De-
wane of Venice, Fla., chair-
man of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on Domestic Jus-
tice and Human Develop-
ment, speaking about the
proposed federal fiscal year
2018 budget.

•••

“The comfortable crite-
ria of ‘it’s always been
done this way’ won’t work.
It won’t work. We are liv-
ing in a time when it’s nec-
essary to rethink every-
thing in light of what the
Spirit is asking us.”

— Pope Francis, speaking
about mission, evangeliza-
tion and service.

•••

“Whenever we get a lit-
tle down or teary-eyed, we
remember these words,
‘Let love win.’ If the sisters
were here today, they
would probably say some-
thing like this: ‘There’s no
love like forgiveness, and
there’s no forgiveness
without love.’”

— Mary James of Durant,
Miss., speaking at the dedi-
cation and blessing ceremo-
ny of a monument to honor
the lives of Sister Margaret
Held and Sister Paula Mer-
rill, who were slain in their
Durant home in 2016.

•••

“There is no worse
human-made crisis that dri-
ves people forcibly to mi-
grate or internally displaces
populations than wars and
violent conflicts. ... The mi-
grants who are massively
crossing international bor-
ders, the forced migrants in
search of safety and protec-
tion, and the many millions
more internally displaced
persons look to us for hope
and action.”

— Philippine Archbishop
Bernardito Auza, the Vati-
can’s permanent observer to
the United Nations.

Pope, president speak

of hopes for peace

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— Pope Francis and U.S.
President Donald Trump
spent 30 minutes speaking
privately in the library of
the Apostolic Palace May
24, and as the president
left, he told the pope, “I
won’t forget what you
said.”

Pope Francis gave
Trump a split medallion
held together by an olive
tree, which his interpreter
told Trump is “a symbol of
peace.” 

Speaking in Spanish,
the pope told Trump, “I
am giving you this be-
cause I hope you may be
this olive tree to make
peace.”

The president respond-
ed, “We can use peace.”

Pope Francis also gave
the president a copy of his
message for World Peace
Day 2017.

After meeting the pope,
Trump also met Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, Vatican sec-
retary of state, and Arch-
bishop Paul Gallagher, the
Vatican foreign minister.

Archdiocese completes phase in cause for Vietnam-era chaplain

WASHINGTON (CNS)
— A tribunal of the U.S.
Archdiocese for the Mili-
tary Services has wrapped
up its nearly four-year in-
quiry into whether the life
of Father Vincent R. Capo-
danno, a Vietnam War hero
and U.S. Navy chaplain,
merits consideration for
sainthood.

Archbishop Timothy P.
Broglio, who heads the mili-
tary archdiocese, an-
nounced May 21 that the
archdiocesan phase in the
Maryknoll priest’s cause has
concluded.

His announcement came
at the 23rd annual memorial
Mass celebrated to honor
U.S. military members, liv-
ing and dead, at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception.

The decision clears the
way for the tribunal’s find-
ings to go to the Vatican’s
Congregation for Saints’
Causes for its review and a
possible decision on
whether to advance the
priest’s cause to the next
stage in the sainthood
process.

Archbishop Broglio has

called Father Capodanno,
who died in Vietnam Sept.
4, 1967, one of the “great
priest chaplains.”

Father Capodanno, a
Navy chaplain who served
with the Marines, died in
Operation Swift in the
Thang Binh district of the
Que Son Valley. He went
among the wounded and
dying, giving last rites.
Wounded in the face and
hand, he went to help an in-
jured corpsman only yards
from an enemy machine
gun and was killed. He was
38.

The mother of
one of the 
victims of an
attack on a
group of Coptic
Christians that
took place May
26 attends a fu-
neral at Sacred
Family Church
in Minya,
Egypt, that
same day. (CNS
photo/
Mohamed Abd
El Ghany,
Reuters)

Maryknoll 
Father Vincent
R. Capodanno, a
Navy chaplain
who was killed
while serving
with the Marines
in Vietnam, is
pictured minis-
tering in the
field in an un-
dated photo.
(CNS photo
courtesy Mary-
knoll Fathers
and Brothers)

Spokesman: Egypt’s Christians feel they could be martyred at any time

CAIRO (CNS) — Chris-
tians in Egypt “are getting
to this idea that we could be
a martyr at any moment,”
the spokesman for the na-
tion’s Catholic bishops told
Catholic News Service.

The spokesman, Father
Rafic Greiche, also lamented
the number of children
killed in an attack on a bus
carrying Coptic Orthodox
Christians to St. Samuel
Monastery in southern
Egypt May 26.

At least 26 people, many

of them children, were
killed when masked as-
sailants attacked the bus.
Dozens of others were in-
jured.

“It is too early to say who
is behind it, but certainly
terrorists, and the security
forces are now scanning the
area” to find the culprits,
Tarek Attia, Interior Min-
istry official, told Sky News
Arabia, an Arabic-language
television station, May 26. 

He said three cars carry-
ing the masked gunmen

had attacked the bus at
roughly 10:30 a.m. in the
southern governorate of
Minya, a traditional strong-
hold of Egypt’s Christian
community, which accounts
for a tiny percent of the
country’s mostly Sunni
Muslim population. 

The attack marked the
latest in a series of deadly
attacks on Coptic Chris-
tians, whose church was
founded by St. Mark the
Apostle in the first century.

MANCHESTER, Eng-
land (CNS) — Pope Fran-
cis decried the “barbaric
attack” on concertgoers in
Manchester, adding his
voice to Catholic leaders
dismayed at what British
officials said was the
deadliest case of terrorism
since 2005.

In a telegram sent to
English Church officials,
Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
Vatican secretary of state,
said the pope “was deeply
saddened to learn of the
injury and tragic loss of
life” after a suicide bomb
killed at least 22 people
and injured another 59 at
Manchester Arena May
22. Many concertgoers
were teenagers, young
adults and families.

The Islamic State group
claimed responsibility for
the attack.

The pope “expresses
his heartfelt solidarity
with all those affected by
this senseless act of vio-
lence,” the telegram said.
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This week’s topic: reflections on fatherhood

The Beatitudes
and fatherhood

“The Eight Beatitudes are the
provocative standard by which
we measure every other vision of
what fatherhood entails,” writes
Greg Popcak in his book 
“BeDADitudes: 8 Ways to Be an
Awesome Dad.”

In an article featured on the For
Your Marriage Web site, Popcak
discusses how to apply the beati-
tudes to the roles of father and
husband:

• Blessed are the dads who are
poor in spirit. “Seek to be a father
after the Father’s own heart.”

• Blessed are the dads who
mourn. “Empathize with your
family’s tears, fears and struggles.”

• Blessed are the dads who are
meek. “Cultivate the humble
strength of a listening heart.”

• Blessed are the dads who
hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness. “Awesome dads are on a
mission from God. Live for him.
Lead your family to him.”

• Blessed are the dads who are
merciful. “Be a loving mentor in
your home.”

• Blessed are the dads who are
pure in heart. “Cherish the trea-
sure of your wife and children.”

• Blessed are the dads who are
peacemakers. “Keep your house
in order. Prioritize your family.
Protect the heart of your home.”

• Blessed are the dads who are
persecuted for the sake of right-
eousness. “The world will try to
undermine your effort to be an
awesome dad. Be one anyway.”

By Paul Senz
Catholic News Service

Fatherhood is a divine
gift that too often goes un-
recognized and unre-
marked upon. It is a voca-
tion of love and a complete
giving of self. As with any
vocation, fatherhood is
fundamentally not about
the father himself, but
about how he relates to
others: as protector, de-
fender and sanctifier of his
family.

In recent years, there has
been an increased focus on
the importance of the voca-
tion of fatherhood. With
role models such as St.
Joseph, St. Louis Martin
(father of St. Therese of
Lisieux) and, above all,
God, our heavenly father, it
is clear that fatherhood
must flow from a place of
deep spirituality.

Deacon Harold Burke-
Sivers of Portland, Ore., is a
writer and speaker who
travels all over the world
— all while being a devot-
ed husband and father of
four children. 

His personal experience
of fatherhood has had a
dramatic impact on the
way that he fathers, and
how he relates to God as
his father.

“Having grown up with
a father who was not by
any stretch of the imagina-
tion the ideal father, I had

no model for what that was
supposed to look like,”
Deacon Burke-Sivers said.

As a result, the other
men in his life — including
the Benedictine monks at
his high school — and the
example of St. John Paul II
took the place of his father,
spiritually. 

His idea of fatherhood
became inseparable from
the Catholic faith.

“God allows men to bor-
row his sacred name ‘fa-
ther,’ for the brief time we
are here on earth,” he said.
“There are responsibilities
that come with that, and
God has shown us,
through his son, how to be

a father. I try to model that
same fatherhood in my
own family, to serve, pro-
tect and defend.”

For Deacon Burke-
Sivers, those are three key
words for fatherhood.
“Jesus said, ‘I come not to
be served, but to serve.’ So
I think of that model of self-
sacrifice, modeled by
Christ, but lived out in a
spirit of fatherhood by St.
Joseph, who faithfully fol-
lowed everything that God
asked of him as a father,”
he said. “That is our model
as fathers.”

Sam Guzman is the
founder and editor of “The
Catholic Gentleman,” a

blog that “exists to inspire
men to holiness — to love
God, to serve others and to
deny self. And to do it all
with class and manly flair,”
according to the Web site.

A husband and father of
three children living in the
Oklahoma Ozarks, Guz-
man often writes about the
vocation of fatherhood.

“As a father, my voca-
tion is to teach, guide and
nurture the lives of my
children so that they can
grow into men and women
of virtue who love and
serve God and their neigh-
bor,” he said.

The way fathers teach
their children is important,
Guzman said. “Most of all,
fatherhood involves ‘imag-
ing’ holiness to my chil-
dren. While I can say all the
right things to them and
catechize them, the best
catechesis is the way I live
as a man.”

The spiritual life of the
father can have a profound
impact on the household,
and particularly on the
children themselves. 

“As a father,” Guzman
said, “I must strive for holi-
ness, pray and model love
for God above all things. If
I do not, all my catechesis
and instruction will simply
ring hollow.”

Senz is a freelance writer
living in Oregon with his
family.

‘God has shown us how to be a father’

St. Joseph’s example of faithfulness to his calling of caring
By Sean Gallagher
Catholic News Service

All human fathers find
the source and model of
their vocation in our heav-
enly Father. They are called,
like every person, to “be
perfect, just as your heaven-
ly Father is perfect” (Mt
5:48).

No father can live this
calling out completely on
this side of heaven. But with
the help of God’s grace,
they can improve in their
life of love and service to
their families from day to
day.

The question is: Do they
cooperate with God’s grace
or turn away from it?

The Bible gives us exam-

ples of what can happen in
both instances.

The account in Genesis of
Adam and Eve’s fall from
grace, in what Catholic tra-
dition has called original
sin, is immediately followed
by the story of Cain and
Abel, their two sons. In a fit
of anger and dejection, Cain
killed Abel.

Before their sin, Adam
and Eve had more than
enough of God’s grace to

live out their calling as
spouses and parents in per-
fect harmony just as God
had planned.

But they rejected that
grace in their choice to sin.
Division and hardship came
in its place. One of the first
of the continuing effects of
original sin was seen in
Cain striking down Abel.

All of us were born into
the brokenness of original
sin. Adam and Eve took it
on by choice. Parents expe-
rience the sad effects of their
own imperfections in their
children in many ways.
Adam and Eve saw this in
the murder of Abel by Cain.

In the second century, St.
Irenaeus described Mary as
the “new Eve,” undoing by

her “yes” to God what was
done in Eve’s “no.”

If Mary was the new Eve,
St. Joseph can in a sense be
considered the new Adam.

Unlike Adam, who reject-
ed God’s commands to him,
Joseph is described as being
“a righteous man,” one who
obeys God’s law as given
through Moses (Mt 1:19).

And when God gave
Joseph specific commands
through angels, first to ac-
cept Mary as his wife, then
to take her and the Christ
Child into Egypt and finally
to return with them to Is-
rael, he is portrayed in all
three moments as instantly
obeying.

Joseph’s faithfulness to
his calling of caring for the

Holy Family continued in
the life he shared with them
in Nazareth.

The example of disobedi-
ence in Adam is, thus, re-
versed in the example of
obedience given in St.
Joseph.

Our heavenly Father
gives all human fathers re-
sponsibility for their chil-
dren. This has been seen in
many cultures as an exalted
position of authority.

But fathers who are also
disciples of Christ lead their
children to God most effec-
tively by humbly following
the example of St. Joseph in
being faithful to God’s will. 

Gallagher reports for The
Criterion, newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

(CNS photo/Bob Roller) 



The Catholic MomentPage 18 June 4, 2017

The Catholic Moment

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

OF THE DIOCESE OF LAFAYET TE-IN-INDIANA

We are the people of God
uniting in the heart 

of Jesus Christ. 
We join the whole Church in
proclaiming the Gospel in

Word, Sacrament and Charity 
for the salvation of all people. 
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Those whose hearts are pure are temples of the Holy Spirit.
— St. Lucy

Service to others sparks a renewed faith

the YMCA when they
passed a portrait and her 8-
year-old asked, “Mommy,
who’s that?”

Izard recalled, “It was a
picture of Jesus. I thought,
‘Oh my gosh, I’ve taken this
non-religion thing too far!’ I
started going back to
church. That led me to vol-
unteering for the soup
kitchen and working with
the homeless ... Service is
something that my family
grew up with and that led
me back to a faith I didn’t
know I’d lost.”

That service began at
Charlotte’s Urban Ministry
Center, an interfaith min-

Kathy Izard has made it
her mission to provide hous-
ing for the homeless in her
adopted home of Charlotte,
N.C. You could even say that
she’s doing God’s work. It’s
ironic since she spent much
of her life questioning God’s
existence. 

Izard’s doubts stemmed
from her mother Lindsay’s
battle with mental illness. It
took 16 years for doctors to
correctly diagnose and treat
Lindsay so she could live a
relatively normal life. 

The experience soured
Izard on the idea of a loving
God, even though she came
from a religious Presbyter-
ian family. She had no use
for church until one memo-
rable experience after she
became a parent herself. 

During a “Christopher
Closeup” interview about
her Christopher Award-win-
ning memoir “The Hundred
Story Home,” Izard recalled
that she and her four daugh-
ters had been swimming in

istry dedicated to feeding
the homeless. 

For years, Izard believed
she was making a positive
difference. But when she
was giving a tour of the fa-
cility to a formerly homeless
man named Denver Moore,
he asked her why they do so
much good during the day,
but send the homeless back
outside at night to fend for
themselves. 

That question changed
Izard’s life. She gave up her
job as a graphic designer to
take a full-time position
with the center and start re-
searching how to move for-
ward. 

Today, the Urban Min-
istry Center owns and oper-
ates a permanent supportive
housing facility for more
than 120 homeless men and
women. 

Izard grew up with the
mantras “Do good” and
“Love well.” 

She’s certainly living up
to those standards. 

Shaped by the Spirit
Tornado season is part of the landscape of spring. It

brings with it images of the wind’s awesome power
and autonomy. 

Alongside tragic stories of devastation, there are in-
credible tales of straw driven through telephone poles
and of beds, complete with sleepers, lifted out of
houses and deposited unharmed, hundreds of feet
away.

The power of the wind is undeniable. The mystery
of it, however, is that the wind itself cannot be seen.
We can recognize its presence only by its effect on
other things — roofless houses, snapping flags, moun-
tainous snow drifts, sculpted dunes on an ocean
beach.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that “the
term ‘Spirit’ translates the Hebrew word ‘ruah,’
which, in its primary sense, means breath, air, wind”
(No. 691). 

As with the wind, we recognize the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit by the shape it gives our
lives.

In the Pentecost liturgy, Paul identifies one of the
principal examples of how the Spirit invisibly moves
us: “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy
Spirit.”

It’s not that mere utterance of the words requires
divine inspiration; rather, to say “Jesus is Lord” and
mean it both requires and proves that the Holy Spirit
is moving within us.

Whenever we see the Lordship of Jesus given shape
in human community, we are seeing the effects of the
Spirit. 

The loving attention of friends for a dying person;
the courage of an employee refusing to cheat cus-
tomers; the self-sacrifice of sleepless parents with a
sick child; the inspiration of a heartfelt homily — all
signal the Spirit’s moving our hearts and hands and
minds.

May Pentecost open us more fully to the movement
of God’s Spirit. 

May our lives give evidence of Christ’s love in a
hurting world.

This guest editorial was written by Dan Luby for
Catholic News Service.

Light

One

Candle

BY TONY ROSSI
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, June 4,
1967: Father Frederick Perry,
pastor of Sorrowful Mother
Parish, Wheatfield, and St.
Cecilia Parish, DeMotte, has
joined the Missionary Soci-
ety of St. James the Apostle.
He will spend five years
with the society, serving in
South America.

• 25 years ago, May 31,
1992: Mike and Carol Shock-
ey, parishioners of St.
Lawrence Parish in
Lafayette, have been singing
and writing Christian coun-
try music for almost three
years. The couple sees their
music as a calling, to reach
as many people as possible
with their message.

• 10 years ago, June 3,
2007: St. Theodore Guerin
High School in Noblesville
sent off its first graduating
class and Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School
in Lafayette sent off its 50th
in commencement exercises
on May 25.

• Five years ago, June 3,
2012: Internationally known
chastity speaker Jason Evert
recently shared his message
with students at St.
Theodore Guerin High
School. He urged the teens
to hear the “calling to real
love.”

Saints 
of the week

Boniface
(c. 675-754)

Feast: June 5

Boniface, the apostle
of Germany, started out
as an English monk, a
popular teacher, preach-
er and writer who was
ordained at 30. He com-
piled a Latin grammar
and wrote many biblical
instructions. But he felt
called to missionary
work, and in 716 landed
in Friesland, now in the
Netherlands. After a
brief stay, he traveled to
Rome, where he re-
ceived a broad commis-
sion to evangelize cen-
tral Germany. By 722, he
had become bishop of
Germany. The patron
saint of that country, he
was martyred in Fries-
land, the missionary ter-
ritory he revisited in re-
tirement.

(Catholic News Service)

‘Let your yes mean yes’: honesty with God and others

R achel Gardner has a
bad habit: She says
yes when she ought

to say no. 
A friend will ask to do

lunch on Wednesday. 
“I say, ‘of course,’” Rachel

recounts, “and in my head, I
can see my totally squashed
schedule.” 

The friend asks if noon
works. 

“I say, ‘Sounds great,’
knowing I have something at
1:30 p.m.,” Rachel confesses.

Then comes the moment
she knows she should leave
their lunch, but she hesitates
to cut the time short — “time
I didn’t have in the first
place.”  

So she stays 10 minutes
longer, which means, fast as
she may drive, she cannot
make up that time, she can-
not pull off an impossible
magic trick, and now she is
10 minutes late to her next

commitment. All the while
her chest is constricting,
stuck in that torture chamber
between the odometer and
the clock — left, right, left,
right, tick, tock, tick, tock.  

“I’ve been in that place a
million times,” said Rachel, a
Catholic young adult from
Austin, Texas. That feeling of
mounting pressure is so fa-
miliar that it compelled her
to blog about it earlier this
month.

The truth emerged: “I’m
not staying with my friend
because I’m being really lov-

ing. I’m staying because I’m
anxious about saying, ‘Hey, I
have to go.’” 

The behavior, she deter-
mined, stems from a faulty
belief that her friend can’t
handle a no, that Rachel is
that important. “It’s taken
me a while to learn that no
one benefits when you over-
book yourself,” she said. 

The crux of her blog post
was Matthew 5:37: “Let your
‘yes’ mean ‘yes,’ and your
‘no’ mean ‘no.’ Anything
more is from the evil one.” 

“We’re up against a lot
right now as young adults,”
Rachel said. It’s not just the
number of invitations and
expectations; it’s the pace at
which they arrive. “In our
now-generation, everyone
expects an answer immedi-
ately.” 

Giving herself time to re-
spond helps. Sometimes that
means ignoring the ever-ur-

gent ping of a text. For im-
portant decisions, she waits
it out “one day and one
Mass.” 

Rachel was on a retreat in
college when she first heard
this truism: “When you say
yes to one thing, you say no
to another.” She says her
mind was “blown.”

Now she tries to pause
and consider what necessary
no’s will result from a yes
she is planning to extend.
“My mission is not to say yes
all the time. It’s to say, ‘What
is God’s will for today?’”

One semester in college,
that meant dropping out of a
comparative literature class
called “The Mirror & The
Self” that covered all the
great autobiographies, start-
ing with “Confessions” by
St. Augustine and Jean-
Jacques Rousseau. The class
was fascinating, but Rachel
simply didn’t have the free

hours that semester to keep
up with the reading. 

“It was a great decision.
Not only did I then have a re-
alistic work load, but that se-
mester became a huge turn-
ing point in my faith life.” 

Today that mature faith
informs her work as a thera-
pist, helping others own up
to the consequences of their
yeses and no’s. Rachel is able
to address the challenge be-
cause she’s worked “tena-
ciously” to be honest with
herself about her grievances,
to be honest before God.

The outcome is powerful:
avoiding all those uncomfort-
able yeses, accepting the diffi-
cult no’s and respecting oth-
ers. “This path not only leads
to a more generous love, but
also to true freedom.” 

Christina Capecchi is a free-
lance writer from Inver Grove
Heights, Minn., and the editor
of SisterStory.org.

Twenty

Something

BY CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Henry Church, Medaryville.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Sunday: 8 a.m. on the second, fourth and fifth Sundays

of the month 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 13

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

General de
Lafayette Assembly
#249 Fourth-Degree
Knights of Columbus re-
cently presented schol-
arships to Kayla M.
Schluttenhofer and
Dane J. Erickson at
each recipient’s home
parish. Kayla is from Ot-
terbein and attends Ben-
ton Central High School;
she is a parishioner of
St. Charles, Otterbein.
Dane is from Clarks Hill
and attends Lafayette
Jefferson High School;
he is a parishioner of St.
Ann, Lafayette. A schol-
arship of $2,000 was
presented to each recip-
ient. Proceeds from a
monthly grocery bingo
and the annual spaghet-
ti dinner and raffle fund
the scholarship. Each

year, high-school seniors who live within the Lafayette As-
sembly area, which includes nine local parishes and many
area high schools, are able to apply for the scholarships.
Above left are Marsha Schluttenhofer, Kayla Schluttenhofer,
Father Robert Klemme, Randy Schluttenhofer and repre-

sentatives of the Lafayette Fourth-Degree Knights of
Columbus. Above right are Mary Grace Erickson, Bruce Er-
ickson, Dane Erickson, Kathleen Erickson and Emily Erick-
son along with representatives of the Knights. (Photos pro-
vided)
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