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Fund to aid
victims of
California
wildfires
By Catholic News Service

LOS ANGELES (CNS) —
The Archdiocese of Los
Angeles has started a fund
for victims of the wildfires
that have raced through the
archdiocese and were threat-
ening to spread to locations
in the nearby Orange and
San Diego dioceses.

“Friends, as the wildfires
continue,
the needs
of our
neighbors
continue to
increase,”
said Arch-
bishop Jose
H. Gomez
of Los
Angeles on
the arch-

diocesan Web page that
hosts the fund-raising cam-
paign, https://tinyurl.com/
yaa4qlu2.

“In this season of giving,
let us open our heart to our
brothers and sisters in
need,” he added. “Let us
keep praying for an end to
the fires and let us keep
praying for the safety of our

(Continued on Page 7)

St. Charles Borromeo Parish, Peru, celebrates 150th anniversary of church building

‘This is God’s house

where God’s 

family gathers’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

PERU — Parishioners of
St. Charles Borromeo
Church celebrated the
150th anniversary of their
church building with a
Mass and reception on Dec.
8, just one year after a
rededication honored
extensive renovations of
the facility. 

“This is God’s house
where God’s family gath-
ers,” said Father Adam
Mauman, pastor, in his
homily. “It is here that we
ourselves encounter God in
the Scriptures and in the
sacraments of our faith.
Generations of faithful
have gathered here to offer
our Lord petitions and
praise. We come to our
churches to encounter
God’s body in Christ, the
church assembly and in the
body of Christ’s real pres-
ence in our tabernacles.”

In a letter to the parish,
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
said, “The story of your

parish and church demon-
strates that time does not
stand still.

“The march of new peo-
ple and languages has con-
tinued since the first
church property was
acquired in 1838,” he said.
“Then as now, very deliber-
ate sacrifices continue to be
made for family, God and
country. The doors of St.
Charles continue to 

(Continued on Page 8)

Joy, gratitude ring out with bell tower blessing
By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

WESTFIELD — For
whom does the bell toll? 

On the feast of the
Immaculate Conception on
Dec. 8, the bell tolled for the
parishioners, students and
friends of St. Maria Goretti
Church and School.

Hundreds braved the bit-
ter, slicing wind, which was
mercifully tempered by a
sunny, blue sky, during a
blessing offered by Bishop
Emeritus William L. Higi for
the parish’s new bell tower. 

Bishop Higi was instru-
mental in plans for the bell
tower, which date back to
the construction of St. Maria

Goretti Church more than a
dozen years ago.

Humble about his role in
the project, Bishop Higi said
the bell tower effort was
largely inspired by the laity.

“I was just the one who
said ‘yes,’” he smiled.
“When I stepped down as
bishop, eight years ago,
some of the children here
today hadn’t even been
born.

“The bell tower is a
source of pride — especially
for the older folk — a top-
ping off of a lot of effort over
the years, as this parish has
been growing,” he added.

Father Kevin J. Haines,
pastor of St. Maria Goretti, 

(Continued on Page 6)

Hundreds of parishioners gathered for the Dec. 8 cele-
bration at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Peru. “Gener-
ations of faithful have gathered here to offer our Lord
petitions and praise,” said Father Adam Mauman, pastor
(above left). (Photos by Caroline B. Mooney)

Students of St. Maria Goretti School join the Dec. 8 celebra-
tion at the Westfield parish. (Photo by Jesica E. Hollinger)

Archbishop
Gomez
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1) Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
2) 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
24
3) Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-
28

Monday, Dec. 18
1) Jeremiah 23:5-8
2) Gospel: Matthew 1:18-
25

Tuesday, Dec. 19
1) Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a
2) Gospel: Luke 1:5-25

Wednesday, Dec. 20
1) Isaiah 7:10-14
2) Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

Thursday, Dec. 21
1) Song of Songs 2:8-14
or Zephaniah 3:14-18a
2) Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

Friday, Dec. 22
1) 1 Samuel 1:24-28
2) Gospel: Luke 1:46-56

Saturday, Dec. 23
1) Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24
2) Gospel: Luke 1:57-66

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan Web
site at www.dol-in.org.

December 17
Third Sunday

of Advent
Cycle B Readings:
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Chicago Cardinal Blase J.
Cupich visited the island
of Puerto Rico on Dec. 3-6
and found that “there’s a
lot of work to do, a lot of
people suffering” nearly
three months after Hurri-
cane Maria devastated the
island. In a pastoral visit
made on behalf of Pope
Francis, the cardinal trav-
eled throughout Puerto
Rico, meeting with its bish-
ops, priests and laypeople.
The pope had sent the car-
dinal to the hurricane-bat-
tered island to make a visit
before Christmas to
express his deep concern
for the people and reach
out in solidarity on his
behalf to those who are
suffering. Cardinal Cupich,
who also is chancellor of
Catholic Extension, tapped
the Chicago-based papal
society to assist with his
trip. Making more than a
dozen stops, the group vis-

ited a variety of people
and places, including the
motherhouse of missionary
sisters, an orphanage and
numerous parishes. They
met with the bishops, with
scores of pastors, lay lead-
ers and deacons serving
the poor. Catholic Exten-
sion has a long history of
working with the six dio-
ceses of Puerto Rico, pro-
viding about $1 million
annually to support church
construction and ministry.
To join their efforts, visit
www.catholicextension.org
/PuertoRico. (CNS)

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

The Queen of Angels Religious Gift Shop is
now open at St. Mary Parish in Muncie. On Nov. 28,
pastor Father Andrew Dudzinski blessed the opening of
the new gift shop, located on the parish campus in the
west end of Noll Hall. Volunteers and staff gathered for
the ribbon cutting and blessing. The shop will be open

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays and 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Mondays and Fridays. Items include a
wide selection of gifts, saint medals, statues, books,
Bibles and more. All are invited to visit the new shop.
(Photos provided)

Indiana March for Life planned for Jan. 22
INDIANAPOLIS — All

are invited to join in the first
annual Indiana March for
Life on Monday, Jan. 22, in
Indianapolis.

The schedule of events
includes:

• 12:10 p.m. — Mass at St.
John the Evangelist Church,
126 W. Georgia St., with
Archbishop Charles C.
Thompson of the Archdio-
cese of Indianapolis and
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
of the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana

• 1:30 p.m. — March from
the Indiana Convention Cen-
ter to the Statehouse

• 2:30 p.m. — Rally at the
Statehouse steps

• 4 p.m. — Memorial for
the Unborn Rose Service at
the Statehouse, with keynote
speaker Abby Johnson, a
nationally known pro-life
advocate

• 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. —
Youth rally and holy hour at
St. John the Evangelist
Church, featuring Johnson

A former Planned Parent-

hood worker, Johnson is the
author of the book
“Unplanned” and founder
of And Then There Were
None, a ministry that reach-
es out and helps abortion
workers leave the abortion
business.

The Indiana March for
Life is sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis,
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana and Right to Life of
Indianapolis.

The date for the march,
Jan. 22, is the anniversary of

the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Roe v. Wade decision.

All of the events are free;
participants are welcome to
attend any or all of the activ-
ities.

For more information,
visit the Web site at
www.rtlindy.org/
upcoming-events/Indiana-
march-for-life or contact
Susan Hoefer, Respect Life
coordinator for the
Lafayette diocese, at 765-
421-1998 or shoefer@dol-
in.org.

The Knights of Columbus recently presented
donations from their annual Oktoberfest at St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish in Zionsville. This year’s event was
the most successful yet, raising $18,000. Of that total,
$6,000 was given to The Caring Center in Lebanon,
$6,000 was given to the Zionsville Food Pantry and
$6,000 will be used for other needs funded by the
Knights. Above from left are Nancy Thompson of the
Zionsville Food Pantry, pastor Father Dennis O’Keeffe,
Theresa Hanners of The Caring Center, Grand Knight
Mark Whitlock and Andrew M. Auersch, Oktoberfest
chairman. (Photo provided)

Copyright Catholic News Service

Find the entire content in your 
weekly print edition.
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

“A George Malcolm 
Centennial”
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to attend “A George
Malcolm Centennial” on
Saturday evening, Dec. 16,
at St. Ann Parish. The Saint
Dunstan Schola will present
the musical celebration of
the 100th anniversary of the
birth of George Malcolm,
Master of Music at West-
minster Cathedral and criti-
cally acclaimed harpsi-
chordist. The two-part con-
cert will feature music from
both aspects of his musical
personality. The first half, in
honor of the Advent season,
will feature the Saint Dun-
stan Schola singing Mal-
colm’s “Christus Natus Est,”
a setting of the liturgical
office of Matins for Christ-
mas, interspersed with read-
ings from the Bible and the
Church Fathers. The second
half will feature special
guest performer Rebecca
Burkhart, professor of harp-
sichord at Ball State Univer-
sity, performing some of
Malcolm’s signature pieces.
The evening will begin with
a light supper in St. Ann
Memorial Hall after Mass at
4:30 p.m. in the church. The
concert will be presented in
the church from 6:30 p.m. to

8 p.m. A free-will offering
will be taken to benefit the
Matthew 25 Care and Share
Soup Kitchen at the parish.

Information session on 
The O’Connor House 
mentoring program
CARMEL — The O’Connor
House is currently seeking
Christian women who feel

called to serve as mentors in
2018 to single, pregnant
women. Vicki Yamasaki,
director of the mentor pro-
gram, will hold an informa-
tion session at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 18, at Corner Bak-
ery in Clay Terrace. The
O’Connor House, located in
Carmel, provides immediate
critical resources such as
housing, clothing, trans-
portation and counseling to
help single, pregnant, home-
less women. “Mentors will
encourage their mentees to
set and achieve personal
and career goals while com-
pleting instructional mod-
ules in parenting, self-
esteem, character building
and life skills,” Yamasaki
said. “The program is
designed to empower
women to recognize their
dignity and worth as chil-
dren of God and break the
cycle of poverty.” Those
interested in learning more
about the program or in
attending the information
session should call Yamasa-
ki at 317-313-0255 or e-mail
vicki@theoconnorhouse.org.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join a Schoen-
statt holy hour with Father
Cassian Sama, OP, at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19, at St.
Thomas Aquinas Church.
The evening will include
adoration, recitation of the
rosary, homily and Benedic-
tion.

“Cassock Classic”
NOBLESVILLE — The third
annual “Cassock Classic”

basketball game, featuring
priests and seminarians of
the Lafayette diocese, will
be held on Thursday
evening, Dec. 28, at St.
Theodore Guerin High
School. Doors will open at
5:30 p.m., with tip-off at 6:30
p.m. Cost is $5 per person
or $20 per family. Tickets
may be purchased at the
door. All proceeds will ben-
efit the Frassati Society of
Young Adult Catholics. All
are welcome to attend.

“Catholics Returning
Home”
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will offer its
“Catholics Returning
Home” program beginning
Thursday, Jan. 4. The pro-
gram will be held from 7:30
p.m. to 9 p.m. each Thurs-
day for five weeks. The pro-
gram is intended to offer a
way back to the Church, no
matter what the reason or
how long someone has been
away. For more information
or to register, call the parish
office at 317-485-0150.

Kids’ Page on Page 16

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Susan Flora, 47, died Dec. 2. Mary Hartley, 97,
died Dec. 4. Both were members of St. Maria Goretti
in Westfield.

Michael McKeown, 76, died Nov. 25. He was a
member of St. Bernard in Crawfordsville.

Earl J. Lanternier, 81, died Nov. 25. James K.
Duncan, 75, died Dec. 1. Both were members of St.
Paul in Marion.

Kathleen Gloyeske, 91, died Nov. 29. Richard
O’Brien, 88, died Dec. 4. Both were members of the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Lafayette.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Shoppers were ushered into the Christmas spirit recently at the Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette East campus during “Mistletoe Mart,” a two-day
holiday craft bazaar sponsored by the Franciscan Health Auxiliary

Lafayette. The auxiliary’s largest fund-raiser benefits special projects,
including replacement clothing for patients in need, Halo Sleep Sacks for
all newborns and nursing scholarships. (Photos by Jesica E. Hollinger)
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Editor’s note: Following are Mass times as
provided by parishes for Christmas and the
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, on Jan. 1.
Because the solemnity on Jan. 1 falls on a Mon-
day, it is not a holy day of obligation this year. 

All times listed are EST unless otherwise
noted. For any questions about times, please
call the parish.

ALEXANDRIA
St. Mary (765) 724-4459
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.
Christmas: 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

ANDERSON
St. Ambrose (765) 644-5956
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9:30 a.m.

St. Mary                                 (765) 644-8467
Christmas Eve: Midnight
Christmas: 8 a.m., 11:30 a.m. (SPANISH)
Jan. 1: 7:30 a.m.

ATTICA
St. Francis Xavier (765) 762-3330
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., Midnight
Jan. 1: Noon

CARMEL
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel         (317) 846-3475
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. (CHURCH), 4 p.m. (PARISH
HALL), 4 p.m. (GYM), 6:30 p.m. (CHURCH), 
7 p.m. (SPANISH/PARISH HALL), 8:30 p.m.
(CHURCH), Midnight (CHURCH)
Christmas: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Jan. 1: 10 a.m. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton          (317) 846-3850
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. (CHURCH), 4 p.m. (SOCIAL
HALL), 6:30 p.m. (CHURCH), Midnight (CHURCH)
Christmas: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m. 

CICERO
Sacred Heart of Jesus             (317) 984-2115
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., 7 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

COVINGTON
St. Joseph (765) 793-3289
Christmas: 10 a.m.

CRAWFORDSVILLE
St. Bernard (765) 362-6121
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., 11 p.m.
Christmas: 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9:30 a.m.

DELPHI
St. Joseph (765) 564-2407
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m. 

DEMOTTE
St. Cecilia                              (219) 987-3511
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m. CST, 10 p.m. CST
Christmas: 8:30 a.m. CST
Jan. 1: 8:30 a.m. CST

DUNKIRK
St. Mary (765) 768-6157
Christmas Eve: 8 p.m.

DUNNINGTON
St. Mary (765) 884-0508
Christmas Eve: 7:30 p.m.

EARL PARK
St. John the Baptist (219) 474-5514
Christmas Eve: 9 p.m. 

ELWOOD
St. Joseph (765) 552-6753
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m., Midnight

FISHERS
Holy Spirit                             (317) 849-9245
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. (CHURCH), 
4:15 p.m. (GYM), 5:30 p.m. (CHURCH), 
7:30 p.m. (CHURCH), Midnight (CHURCH)
Christmas: 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 8:15 a.m., 6:30 p.m.

St. John Vianney                    (317) 485-0150
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., 6:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

St. Louis de Montfort             (317) 842-6778
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.(CHURCH & GYM), 6 p.m.
(CHURCH), 8 p.m. (CHURCH), Midnight (CHURCH)
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

FOWLER
Sacred Heart (765) 884-1818
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.
Christmas: 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 8:15 a.m.

FRANCESVILLE
St. Francis (574) 946-4906
Christmas: 8 a.m.

FRANKFORT
St. Mary (765) 654-5796
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
Christmas: 10 a.m., 1 p.m. (SPANISH)
Jan. 1: 9 a.m. 

GAS CITY
Holy Family (765) 674-2605
Christmas Eve: 7 p.m.
Christmas: 9 a.m.

GOODLAND
Sts. Peter and Paul (219 297-3224
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m. CST

HARTFORD CITY
St. John the Evangelist           (765) 348-3123
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m.
Christmas: 8:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: Noon

KENTLAND
St. Joseph (219) 474-5514
Christmas: 8:30 a.m. CST

KEWANNA
St. Ann (574) 223-2808
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m.

KOKOMO
St. Joan of Arc                       (765) 865-9964
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m, 8 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

St. Patrick (765) 452-6021
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 
9 p.m. (SPANISH), Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 10 a.m.

LAFAYETTE
Cathedral of St. Mary             (765) 742-4440
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., 7 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
Christmas: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.

St. Ann (765) 742-7031
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
Christmas: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 7 a.m., Noon

St. Boniface                            (765) 742-5063
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 8 a.m., 12:15 p.m. (SPANISH)
Jan. 1: 8 a.m., 12:15 p.m. (SPANISH)

St. Lawrence                          (765) 742-2107
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

LAKE VILLAGE
St. Augusta                            (219) 992-3220
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. CST, 9 p.m. CST
Christmas: 9 a.m. CST
Jan. 1: 9 a.m. CST

LEBANON
St. Joseph                              (765) 482-5558
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. (INCENSE FREE), 8:30 p.m.
Christmas: 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 10 a.m.

LOGANSPORT
All Saints                               (574) 722-4080
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9:30 a.m., Noon (SPANISH)
Jan. 1: 8 a.m. 

Christmas and Jan. 1 Mass Schedule
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MARION
St. Paul (765) 664-6345
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 8 a.m. 

MONTEREY
St. Anne (574) 946-3453
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. 

MONTICELLO
Our Lady of the Lakes (574) 583-5724
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: Noon

MUNCIE
St. Francis of Assisi (765) 288-6180
Christmas Eve: 5:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 10 a.m.

St. Lawrence                           (765) 288-9223
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

St. Mary (765) 288-5308
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

NOBLESVILLE
Our Lady of Grace                  (317) 773-4275
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m., 11 a.m. (SPANISH)
Jan. 1: 8:30 a.m.

OTTERBEIN
St. Charles (765) 583-4641
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.
Christmas: 8 a.m.
Jan. 1: 8 a.m.

OXFORD
St. Patrick (765) 385-2587
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m.
Christmas: 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9:30 a.m.

PERU
St. Charles Borromeo (765) 473-5543
Christmas Eve: 7 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 8 a.m.

PORTLAND
Immaculate Conception (260) 726-7341
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

PULASKI
St. Joseph (574) 946-4906
Christmas Eve: 6 p.m. 

REMINGTON
Sacred Heart (219) 261-2302
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m.
Christmas: 8:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 5 p.m.

RENSSELAER
St. Augustine                          (219) 866-5351
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m. CST, 9 p.m. CST
Christmas: 10 a.m. CST
Jan. 1: 10 a.m. CST

REYNOLDS
St. Joseph (219) 984-5401
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., 9 p.m.
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

ROCHESTER
St. Joseph (574) 223-2808
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m., 10 p.m
Christmas: 10 a.m. 
Jan. 1: 10 a.m. (BILINGUAL)

TIPTON
St. John the Baptist                (765) 675-2422
Christmas Eve: 5:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

TRINITY
Holy Trinity (260) 997-6450
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
Christmas: 8:30 a.m. 
Jan. 1: 8:30 a.m. 

UNION CITY
St. Mary (765) 964-4202
Christmas Eve: Midnight
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

WEST LAFAYETTE
Blessed Sacrament                 (765) 463-5733
Christmas Eve: 5:30 p.m., 11 p.m.; 
     Indiana Veterans’ Home 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas: 9 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas (765) 743-4652
Christmas Eve: 5:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 11 a.m.
Jan. 1: 11:30 a.m.

WESTFIELD
St. Maria Goretti                    (317) 867-3213
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., 7 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 10 a.m.

WHEATFIELD
Sorrowful Mother                   (219) 956-3343
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m. CST, 10 p.m. CST
Christmas: 9 a.m. CST
Jan. 1: 8:30 a.m. CST

WINAMAC
St. Peter (574) 946-4906
Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.
Christmas: 10 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m.

WINCHESTER
St. Joseph (765) 584-4391
Christmas Eve: 5:30 p.m.

ZIONSVILLE
St. Alphonsus                         (317) 873-2885
Christmas Eve: 4:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., Midnight
Christmas: 10:30 a.m.
Jan. 1: 9 a.m. 

The 
adoration
of the
shep-
herds is
depicted
in this
17th-
century
painting
by Bar-
tolome
Esteban
Murillo.
The feast
of the
Nativity of
Christ, a
holy day
of obliga-
tion, is
celebrat-
ed Dec.
25. (CNS/
Bridge-
man
Images)

Christmas and Jan. 1 Mass Schedule
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(Continued from Page 1)

said the construction of the
bell tower was under way
for the last six months, and
the parish was blessed to
watch the tower soar from
its massive foundation
underground to the 121-foot-
high top of the gold cross
mounted on top of the tower. 

“It has been a blast to
watch and we are most
grateful to everyone who has
worked so hard to make this
happen, and thank God,
everyone was kept safe and
protected throughout the
construction period,” Father
Haines said.  

Dorothy Perry, a parish-
ioner of St. Maria Goretti for
27 years, braved the bitter
cold to help celebrate the
blessing of the bell tower.

“The tower brought us all
here today ... it was a very
beautiful experience,” Perry
said. 

Father Haines explained
that the bell tower was origi-
nally slated to be built with
the church’s main sanctuary
13 years ago, but was post-
poned to save money on the
amount borrowed for the
project.

“For the past 13 years,
we’ve been saving and
preparing to make this hap-
pen,” he said.

“The blessing of the new
bell tower led to a tidal wave
of emotions for all of us ... a
feeling of overwhelming joy
and gratitude.”

Designed by Jim
Maciejewski of JMA Archi-
tects in Chicago, the bell

tower is modeled after the
features of the bell tower in
Nettuno, Italy, at the Basilica
of St. Maria Goretti.

Ground was broken for
the tower at the end of April,
and construction was

entrusted to Scott and Stan
Schutz of Eden Religious
Facilities in Indianapolis. 

On March 15, the Marinel-
li Pontifical Bell Foundry in
Agnone, Italy, cast five bells
for the tower in bronze, each

named by the youth of the
parish, Father Haines said. 

This past August, nearly
100 parishioners and friends
anxiously waited more than
two hours for the bells to
arrive in Westfield.

Father Haines hopes the
new bell tower will serve as
a means of evangelization
for the entire community,
extending well beyond the
parish and school’s campus. 

“The bell tower calls us
together to love and serve
God, and to take care of one
another. In many ways this is
much more than a bell tower
— it’s a monument to where
we’ve been and where we
are going,” he said.

Father Haines said the
whole process of casting,
shipping and delivery of the
bells was a phenomenal
process worthy of a book
and movie.

“Twenty-one of us went to
Italy for the casting and it
changed each of our lives. I
was even allowed to help
transport the bells from
Agnone, Italy, to the Vati-
can’s shipping center at
Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci
airport — they let me drive
the truck!” he emphasized.

The students of St. Maria
Goretti School were part of
the Dec. 8 blessing ceremony
that included song and
music, including classic
hymns like “Lift High the
Cross” and “As a Family,”
which the children sang with
gusto. 

Susan Sponhauer, second-
grade teacher at the school,
said the faculty members

had been building up the
event and preparing the stu-
dents, during the previous
weeks.

“The kids have been wait-
ing and watching the con-
struction, so today was the
wow moment,” Sponhauer
said. 

“For those of us who have
been around for a while, it’s
always been part of the
grand plan, but for the kids,
it’s a new exciting part of our
sacraments.

“We’ve been told the bell
tower will be incorporated
into weddings and baptisms
and I think it’s going to be
part of the way we do Mass
here at St. Maria Goretti,”
she said.

Angelina Parrish, a first-
grade student at St. Maria
Goretti, said she was very
excited to finally see the bell
tower completed. When
asked what the tower
reminds her of, Parrish’s
response was priceless.

“The bell tower reminds
me of Jesus and God,
because there is a cross on
top and it points to their
home in heaven,” she said.

Father Haines said the
completion of the bell tower
project is like an early
Christmas present for the
whole parish and will be a
reminder to the faithful in
their daily lives.

“The tower points to
heaven and reminds us of
what this life is about, while
the bells serve as a call to
God’s people — his
Church,” he said.

New bell tower blessed at St. Maria Goretti, Westfield

Hundreds gather at St. Maria Goretti Parish for the blessing of the new
bell tower by Bishop Emeritus William L. Higi. 

Bishop Higi speaks at the Dec. 8 celebration. Father Kevin Haines, pas-
tor, stands at right. (Photos by Jesica E. Hollinger) 

The new tower houses five bronze bells, cast at the
Marinelli Pontifical Bell Foundry in Agnone, Italy. 
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welcome people to the sur-
rounding area, and to every-
thing including baptisms,
the forgiveness of sins, the
celebration of the Divine
Liturgy, and final commen-
dations into the Lord’s lov-
ing arms.

“Parishioners and clergy
who have shaped your histo-
ry can take satisfaction that
your church represents an
energetic, evangelizing mis-
sion,” Bishop Doherty said.

A pproximately 300
parishioners came to
the anniversary

Mass celebrated by Bishop
Emeritus William L. Higi,
with concelebrants Father
Mauman and Father Paul
Cochran, a son of the parish.

“It’s been awhile since
I’ve had an opportunity to
visit St. Charles, so this is my
first view of your restored
church,” Bishop Higi said.
“All I can say is, ‘Wow.’
Things like this don’t just
happen. Congratulations to
you. Many, many people
were involved — thank you
very much.”

“I love St. Charles; there is
a real warmth here,” Father
Cochran said. “There were
renovations to the church in
1972 when I was a kid. I was
so curious that one day I
asked my pastor, Father
(William) Grady, if I could
see it. He took me right on in
and I will never forget that. 

“I think it’s wonderful the
church was renovated again
— it’s beautiful,” he said. “I
think about so many times

when I have been there: my
dad’s funeral, my brother’s
wedding, and when I became
a priest and celebrated my
first Mass. I know fewer peo-
ple here, but the faith at St.
Charles is tremendous.” 

In 1867, the first bishop of
Fort Wayne, Bishop John
Henry Luers, dedicated St.
Charles Borromeo Church
on the feast of the Immacu-
late Conception. The city of
Peru, incorporated the same
year, had dirt streets and
parishioners in their Sunday
best traversed rivers without
bridges to attend Mass. 

A parish history book
recounts that Catholicism
had its beginnings in the
area a few years before the
town was surveyed and laid
out in 1834. Construction of
the Wabash and Erie Canal
brought people seeking
work to the area. Those first
settlers’ names appear in
church records and are
ancestors of many current
parishioners. 

Before a resident priest
was in Peru, Masses were
offered by traveling mission-

aries. The first was Father
Stephen Badin, CSC, who
ministered in the area from
1831 to 1837. The first priest
ordained in the United
States, Father Badin was a
co-founder of the University
of Notre Dame.

Another early missionary
was Father John Corcoran,
who died on his last visit to
Peru and was buried on the
banks of the Wabash. 

Prior to the building of the
original church, Mass was
offered in the homes of vari-
ous parishioners. Among
these were Mr. and Mrs.
John Guendling, who had
three sons ordained to the
priesthood.

When Peru was plotted,
lots were reserved for
churches and Catholics were
the first to build in 1835. It
was a frame building, 20 x 40
feet, constructed by James B.
Campbell.

Peru’s church was part of
the new Diocese of Fort
Wayne, established on Sept.
22, 1857. In April 1860,
Father Bernard J. Force, CSC,
became Peru’s first resident

pastor, with Kokomo and
Tipton as missions. He
remained until January 1864
and built the first rectory at a
cost of $1,700.  

Father Bernard Kroeger
was named pastor on Jan. 5,
1864. His first project was to
build a sacristy onto the
frame church. The corner lot
east of the church was filled
in with soil from nearby
farms by members of the
congregation.

Bishop Luers approved
plans for the present church,
a 60 x 133 foot red brick
structure, with construction
started in the spring of 1865. 

Huge logs were hewn for
pillars and most of the heavy
timber was donated by a
parishioner, with stone taken
from the Mississinewa River.
Cost of the original church
was $21,000.

When the present church
was built, the former church
building was converted into
a school that was used until
it burned to the ground in
1873. 

Father Lawrence Lamour,
pastor in 1871, had a new

three-story brick school built
for $16,350 and placed the
Sisters of Providence from
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods in
charge of teaching the girls.
They arrived in Peru in 1874
and after 1881 taught boys as
well as girls. 

The school continued for
172 years, until its closure in
2009 due to declining enroll-
ment.

In 1887, a spire was erect-
ed on the church that was
183 feet high topped by a
gold cross. The church was
remodeled and frescoed,
with side altars, a pulpit and
a pipe organ installed. Plain
glass windows were
replaced by sections of
stained glass imported from
Munich, Bavaria. 

The crucifix hanging
above the altar and statues of
the Blessed Virgin and St.
Joseph were made by
Munich artists, with statues
on the altars made in Paris.

“We celebrate our church-
es because Jesus Christ is
truly present here,” Father
Mauman said. “Churches

(Continued on Page 9)

St. Charles Borromeo Parish, Peru, celebrates 150th anniversary of church building

‘The doors of St. Charles continue to welcome people’

St. Charles Borromeo Church in Peru was dedicated in
1867. The church was rededicated a year ago after exten-

sive renovations. Lower left is the baptismal font. (Photos
by Caroline B. Mooney)
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are places where the mem-
bers of Christ congregate to
pray together. We find Jesus
here, too, because he said,
‘Where two or more are
gathered in my name,’ he is
in the midst of them. 

“Generations of Catholic
Christians have come here to
find strength, in the presence
of our Lord,” he said. “We
celebrate our churches
because divine grace makes
us living temples of God.
Christ said, ‘Destroy this
temple and in three days I
will raise it up.’ John the
Evangelist explains that he
was speaking of the temple
of his body. The body of
Jesus is the new temple of
God. The Church is the body
of Christ and we are mem-
bers of his mystical body. 

“St. Paul frequently
reminded the earliest Chris-
tians: ‘Do you not know that
you are the temple of God
and the spirit of God dwells
in you?’ To this day, the
Church reminds us that we
are the living stones, conse-
crated to God by our bap-
tism. I will continue to pray
that God will rebuild our
parish and return us to the
vigor of our youth and pray
for our lasting heritage. We
hope that our souls may be
transformed as this church
has been restored.”

“You can find a lot of love
in this church,” said Jacob
Minns, 20, parish organist.

“This is a really giving
parish — people here would
do anything for anybody.”

Georgann Hahn said she
enjoys everything about St.
Charles, particularly “the
beauty of the church. It’s
always been pretty, but now
it’s beautiful. I love to come
to Mass here. This is special
because it’s still here after
150 years. This is a good
place to be.”

Bill Gunderson, a parish-
ioner since 1972, has found
comfort in the St. Charles
community. When his son
suffered a severe brain injury
in an auto accident, he said,
“the support of the commu-
nity was overwhelming. 

“Father (Ed) Stone (pastor
from 1987-1995) got me back
into the Church,” he said. “I
wasn’t much of a church-
goer. I was coming, gradual-

ly, and Father Stone asked
me to be a Eucharistic minis-
ter and I started to get
involved. One day, as I was
looking at the crucifix, it was
like our Lord was talking to
me, saying, ‘It’s time.’ So I’ve
been very active ever since.

“The renovations here are
so beautiful — it makes all
the time we spent having
Mass in the gym well worth
it,” Gunderson said. “This is
really a house of God. I’ve
enjoyed all the pastors we’ve
had. I admire Father Adam
and I try to help him as
much as I can.”

“This parish means every-
thing to me,” said Judy Jay-
berg. “I was born and raised
here, and taught at the
parish school for six years.
Then, I had four sons and
taught CCD. 

“I was so afraid the

church would change in the
renovation,” she said. “But
when I saw the altar with the
gold leaf on them, I just
thought, ‘Oh my goodness,
this is heaven.’”

Twin sisters Mary and
Ruth Berkebile graduated
from the eighth grade at St.
Charles School in 1957,
although their family was
not Catholic. 

“My mom got upset with
the public school system and
sent us to the parish school,”
Mary Berkebile said. “We
didn’t have a grade in one
subject — religion — so we
told our mother we wanted
to take that class. She said,
‘OK,’ and we started doing
everything and eventually
joined the Catholic Church. 

“I can tell you which nun
was in every room in the
school,” she said. “Every

year our family had a station
wagon loaded up with nuns
and we took them back to
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods in
the spring and picked them
up in the fall to come teach.”

“They were all such good
teachers,” said Ruth Berke-
bile, who taught music at St.
Charles School for 20 years.
“Sister Cecilia Rose was
from Peru and her sister
lived across the street from
us. Another nun’s brother-
in-law was a contractor, Jim
Burke, who built the school
in 1932.”

Ellie Crist, a parishioner
since 1986, grew up in Hun-
gary. 

“These people have been
so nice to me,” she said. “I
have a lot of good memories
here — too many to recall. I
love my church. It’s my fam-
ily. It’s my home.”

St. Charles Borromeo Parish, Peru, celebrates 150th anniversary of church building

Parishioners treasure beauty of faith family, church

Twin sisters Mary and Ruth Berkebile graduated from the
eighth grade at St. Charles School in 1957.

Wendy Langer, Ellie Crist and Barbara Sutero were
among those attending the Dec. 8 Mass and reception.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 3

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

St. Nicholas visited students at St. Mary School in Alexandria. Don
Wehrley also spoke with each class about the history of St. Nicholas.
(Photo provided)

St. Nicholas visited students at Holy Cross School in Anderson on
Dec. 6. He shared his story and left surprises in shoes left in the hallway.
(Photo provided)
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