
Praying the Pews 

 

Introduction:  Brief Explanation of the process 

† Bishop Ricken’s Prayer Focus 

† Call to discipleship and holiness = praying for others (intercessory prayer) This is our JOB as Catholics! 

 

Opening Prayer: 

† Angelus (Act as Leader)  

 
Invite students to kneel at the edge of the pew and place their hands on the pew (if there isn’t anyone on the next 

pew, pray over both). 

 

A Prayer for the past pew occupants: 

Dear God, we thank you for of those who have come and worshiped in these pews.  Whether they were 

parishioners or guests, we know that through you, we are family.  Please continue to bless and keep 

those who still walk among us.  Be their strength, be their hope and be their light.  We rejoice knowing 

that through your goodness and mercy our departed faithful might find peace in your eternal kingdom. 

 

Silent Prayer/Reflection 

 

A Prayer for those who sit in these pews today: 

Lord, Jesus Christ, we thank you for all those who join us at Your Table each week.  We come together 

in happiness and sorrow, good times and bad, sinners and saints, united through your loving sacrifice.  

We ask that you bring comfort to those in sorrow and forgiveness to those seeking our mercy.  Keep us 

all faithful in serving you, for serving you is our greatest joy. 

 

Silent Prayer/Reflection 

 

A Prayer for the future Church and those who will be joining us here: 

 “Let this be written for the next generation, 

 For a people not yet born, 

 That they may praise the Lord!”            Psalm 102:18 

 

Silent Prayer/Reflection 

 

Closing Song:  10,000 Reasons Matt Redman 

 

 Lyrics were projected but students also given the refrain:   

“Bless the Lord, O my Soul, O my Soul, worship His Holy name.   

Sing like never before, O my soul, I’ll worship Your Holy Name” 

  



St John’s Religious Education Department 
915 Ivory Street 

Seymour, Wisconsin 54165 
(920) 833-2122 

mcarter@stjohnseymour.com 

 

Dear Families,  

 

One of the key components in Pope Francis’ hope for the New 

Evangelization is intercessory prayer (praying for the needs of 

others).  Next Wednesday night (October 28), we in the Religious 

Education program are going to be doing just that.  We will be 

going over to the Church at 6:30 to “Pray the Pews”.  We will be 

spreading out so that every pew and seating area is covered and 

then we will pray for all of our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

have sat in that spot over the past year, we will pray for all who 

sit in the spot now and we will pray for all those who will be 

sitting in that spot in the future.   

  

If you are available next Wednesday night, please feel free to join us.  The Church will be open to parents at 

6:15 so you will have time for personal prayer and then we will join you at 6:30. Even if you can’t make it, 

please know we will be praying for you and ask that you pray for us as well! 

 

In Christ,   

 

 

 

Mary Carter 

Director of Religious Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Jesus Christ love you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen and free you.” 

Pope Francis “Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel”) 
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