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At the Statehouse

Franciscan Health seeks to expand program for pregnant women struggling with opiate addiction

Legislation
seeks to cap
interest rates
of payday loans
By Brigid Curtis Ayer
(Photo courtesy Franciscan Health)

For The Catholic Moment

The Grace Project
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — The opiate crisis in Indiana is
affecting innocent babies
who face tormenting pain
in the days and weeks after
birth. It’s a cycle that starts
when
opiate-addicted
women become pregnant.
Franciscan Health has
developed the Grace Project to help these women
and infants.

“The opioid crisis is a
real issue in our community and is seen daily with
our expecting mothers and
their babies,” says Dr. Katie
Towles, of Franciscan
Physician Network Obstetrics & Gynecology. “Treating expecting mothers and
giving them the best available prenatal care is my priority so their unborn child
has a chance to live addiction-free.”
Nationally, the rate of

children born with neonatal abstinence syndrome
— a set of symptoms experienced by babies exposed
to drugs in the womb —
has quadrupled over the
past 15 years.
The Grace Project was
born at a medical conference when a neonatologist
and other professionals
were talking about opiate
addictions and opiate disorders with pregnancy,
infants and the struggles of

moms during pregnancy
and after delivery. Originating at Franciscan Health
in Indianapolis, the Grace
Project is now expanding to
northern and western Indiana and south suburban
Chicago.
Fund raising began in
November to start the program in the Lafayette area.
The Grace Project is
geared to treat opiate
addiction in pregnant
(Continued on Page 4)

INDIANAPOLIS — A bill
to make payday lending
more equitable for borrowers is under consideration at
the Indiana General Assembly this year. The Indiana
Catholic Conference supports the proposal.
Senate Bill 325, authored
by Sen.
Greg
Walker, RColumbus,
would cap
fees and
the interest
collected on
such loans
to an annu- Greg Walker
al percentage rate (APR) of 36 percent. Current law allows up
to a 391 percent APR.
Glenn Tebbe, executive
director of the Indiana
Catholic Conference, said
Senate Bill 325 addresses the
unjust interest charged by
lenders in the payday lending industry.
“Current law and practice
(Continued on Page 5)

Pope Francis
Copyright Catholic News Service
Please find the entire content in
your weekly print edition.

walks with Chilean
President Michelle
Bachelet as he
arrives at the international airport in Santiago, Chile, Jan. 15.
The pope is visiting
Chile and Peru during his fourth trip to
South America.
Inside this edition:
• Pope will see
effects of Latin America’s migration during his visit, Page 9.
• Marking the World
Day of Migrants and
Refugees at the
Vatican, Page 8.
(CNS photo/
Paul Haring)
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Snow in the Bible
“Yet just as from the heavens
the rain and snow come down
And do not return there
till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,
Giving seed to the one who sows
and bread to one who eats,
So shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouth;
It shall not return to me empty,
but shall do what pleases me,
achieving the end for which I sent it.”
— Isaiah 55:10-11
Do not be startled to learn that
depictions of God’s creation should
remind us of — well, God! We find
about 27 references to snow in both
the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures.
This winter is giving us an above averSaint Meinrad Archabbey
and its Seminary and
School of Theology in St.
Meinrad will have on display a replica of The Saint
John’s Bible through Feb.
3. The Saint John’s Bible
was commissioned
in 1998 by
the Benedictine
abbey in
Collegeville,
Minn.,
and remains the first handwritten and illuminated
Bible created in more than
500 years. According to
The Saint John’s Bible Web
site, “The Saint John’s
Bible is a work of art and a
work of theology. A team
of artists coordinated by
Donald Jackson in Wales
and a team of scholars in

age reason to think
about the white stuff.
And maybe to pray
about it.
The above verses
from the Book of Isaiah are among my
favorites. They support our reason for
proclaiming aloud the
Scriptures at Mass.
The lector and the
Bishop
deacon or priest
Timothy L.
unleash (unchain?)
Doherty
God’s word as an
active force with a life
of its own. Whether we feel them or
not, the words get to work inside of
us. No matter how we feel when we
come to church, we ingest that mes-

sage both consciously and not.
This being true, a parish church’s
working “sound system” is worth the
care and expense. As St. Paul has written, “Faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes through the
word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Imagine each word proclaimed as a
snowflake. Assigning significant
authority to any one flake may seem
foolish until we consider the question,
“Which snowflake causes the
avalanche?” We just don’t know when
the power of God’s word will cascade
within our hearts and actions. But any
disciple welcomes both the risk and
the reward.
This concludes today’s lesson. And
we can make a faith response to the
riddle, “When is snow not just snow?”

PEOPLE &
PLACES

Central Minnesota have
brought together the
ancient techniques of calligraphy and illumination
with an ecumenical Christian approach to the Bible
rooted in Benedictine spirituality. The result is a living document and a monumental achievement.” The
edition on display at Saint
Meinrad is called a Giclee
Edition, which refers to the
type of printing used. The
Giclee Edition is on display at the Scholar Shop

January 21
Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Cycle B Readings:

1) Jonah 3:1-5, 10
2) 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
3) Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
Monday, Jan. 22
1) 2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10
2) Gospel: Mark 3:22-30
Tuesday, Jan. 23
1) 2 Samuel 6:12b-15,
17-19
2) Gospel: Mark 3:31-35
Wednesday, Jan. 24
1) 2 Samuel 7:4-17
2) Gospel: Mark 4:1-20
Thursday, Jan. 25
1) Acts 22:3-16 or
Acts 9:1-22
2) Gospel: Mark 16:1518

A replica of The Saint John’s Bible will be on display at
Saint Meinrad Archabbey through Feb. 3.

bookstore, located on the
first floor of Newman Hall.
Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Saturday. All times
are Central Time. The
exhibit is free and open to

the public. Those wishing
to view the exhibit are
encouraged to arrive at
least 30 minutes before
closing time. Parking is
available in the Guest
House and student parking lots.

Friday, Jan. 26
1) 2 Timothy 1:1-8 or
Titus 1:1-5
2) Gospel: Luke 10:1-9 or
Mark 4:26-34
Saturday, Jan. 27
1) 2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 1017
2) Gospel: Mark 4:35-41
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LEGAL NOTICE
As the actual dwelling place of the
Respondent named below is unknown to
the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the Diocese
of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we hereby cite the
said Respondent to contact the Tribunal
of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana,
located at 2300 S. 9th St., Lafayette, IN
47909-2400, on or before the date
designated for the purpose of making
answer to the possible dissolution of the
marriage of the Respondent herein
designated:
CASE TITLE: 2017-1021 PerrigoRobertson
RESPONDENT: Jeffrey C. Robertson
DESIGNATED DATE: Jan. 31, 2018
Notice is hereby served that unless the
said Respondent contacts the Tribunal
on or before the date designated above,
or offers sufficient reason for absence,
the requirements of Canon Law regarding notification shall be considered fulfilled and the case shall proceed according to the norm of the Law. Anyone,
clerical or laical, who knows the present
address of the above mentioned is
bound to make known this citation.
Father David L. Rasner, J.C.L.,
Judge-Instructor
Niall Hickey, Ecclesiastical Notary

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is financial contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations
can make a world of difference:
• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA
provides disaster assistance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharities
usa.org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds
to emergencies around
the world. Visit
www.crs.org.

Thank you
for your generosity!
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Fruitful Harvest 2016
Monthly report — December 2017
Parish
St. Mary
St. Ambrose
St. Mary
St. Francis *
Holy Trinity
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel *
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Sacred Heart of Jesus
St. Joseph
St. Bernard *
St. Joseph
St. Cecilia
St. Mary
St. Mary
St. John
St. Joseph
Holy Spirit
St. John Vianney *
St. Louis de Montfort
Sacred Heart
St. Francis
St. Mary
Holy Family
Sts. Peter & Paul
St. John the Evangelist
St. Joseph
St. Ann
St. Joan of Arc *
St. Patrick *
St. Mary Cathedral *
St. Ann
St. Boniface
St. Lawrence
Bishop's Office
St. Augusta *
St. Joseph
All Saints
St. Paul
St. Henry
St. Anne
Our Lady of the Lakes
St. Francis of Assisi
St. Lawrence
St. Mary
Our Lady of Grace *
St. Charles
St. Patrick
St. Charles
Immaculate Conception
St. Joseph
Sacred Heart
St. Augustine *
St. Joseph
St. Joseph
St. John the Baptist
St. Mary
Blessed Sacrament
St. Thomas Aquinas *
St. Maria Goretti *
Sorrowful Mother *
St. Peter
St. Joseph
St. Alphonsus *
Totals
*Dovetail Parish

These parishes conducted simultaneous appeals for
parish capital needs
in connection with
the Fruitful Harvest
2016 campaign. The
table above reflects
the status of giving
to Fruitful Harvest
2016 only. At right
are the goals and
pledges for dovetail
parishes, combining
the amount pledged
to both Fruitful Harvest 2016 and the
parish need.

City
Alexandria
Anderson
Anderson
Attica
Bryant
Carmel
Carmel
Cicero
Covington
Crawfordsville
Delphi
DeMotte
Dunkirk
Dunnington
Earl Park
Elwood
Fishers
Fishers
Fishers
Fowler
Francesville
Frankfort
Gas City
Goodland
Hartford City
Kentland
Kewanna
Kokomo
Kokomo
Lafayette
Lafayette
Lafayette
Lafayette
Lafayette
Lake Village
Lebanon
Logansport
Marion
Medaryville
Monterey
Monticello
Muncie
Muncie
Muncie
Noblesville
Otterbein
Oxford
Peru
Portland
Pulaski
Remington
Rensselaer
Reynolds
Rochester
Tipton
Union City
West Lafayette
West Lafayette
Westfield
Wheatfield
Winamac
Winchester
Zionsville

Goal
$67,718.00
$124,686.00
$186,040.00
$37,432.00
$41,253.00
$1,234,408.00
$561,517.00
$89,220.00
$14,264.00
$95,085.00
$54,414.00
$57,466.00
$12,635.00
$13,896.00
$16,578.00
$66,177.00
$659,031.00
$102,728.00
$457,567.00
$71,759.00
$3,712.00
$80,960.00
$41,109.00
$8,698.00
$45,340.00
$33,960.00
$7,271.00
$270,128.00
$242,304.00
$307,103.00
$106,732.00
$239,689.00
$288,755.00
$48,603.00
$141,106.00
$203,703.00
$179,915.00
$3,119.00
$19,348.00
$87,295.00
$113,172.00
$114,960.00
$210,713.00
$415,045.00
$38,357.00
$35,732.00
$111,672.00
$65,411.00
$21,199.00
$26,725.00
$83,080.00
$26,791.00
$44,609.00
$88,655.00
$34,737.00
$233,100.00
$194,834.00
$568,185.00
$39,429.00
$43,876.00
$28,908.00
$338,086.00
$9,200,000.00

Pledged
$62,264.00
$111,670.00
$166,281.45
$33,280.00
$33,800.00
$1,494,814.68
$571,134.92
$129,120.77
$12,360.00
$184,155.25
$77,621.50
$69,035.00
$17,613.00
$8,610.00
$14,500.00
$54,370.20
$748,697.49
$380,188.34
$423,691.16
$64,185.00
$6,139.12
$88,669.48
$32,155.00
$7,828.00
$62,805.00
$30,825.00
$6,258.00
$749,849.00
$333,081.00
$374,399.86
$50,223.75
$256,492.45
$204,443.37
$29,038.58
$39,400.00
$233,760.00
$219,629.51
$120,335.30
$4,504.12
$18,250.00
$81,580.00
$105,957.89
$152,628.48
$275,240.10
$591,110.06
$46,163.00
$42,370.00
$117,946.00
$72,360.00
$30,162.12
$31,695.00
$101,475.00
$33,298.55
$55,125.00
$92,630.00
$36,125.00
$207,155.62
$313,802.44
$2,012,184.96
$39,429.00
$57,048.12
$30,910.00
$621,215.63
12,853,041.58

Amount Paid
$43,927.00
$81,897.79
$107,649.45
$27,520.00
$28,919.00
$1,118,030.88
$479,611.92
$96,090.87
$10,490.00
$131,435.50
$61,903.50
$60,690.00
$13,668.00
$8,610.00
$14,500.00
$37,362.70
$559,010.66
$264,018.34
$331,058.70
$57,767.50
$4,989.12
$63,394.48
$25,295.00
$7,828.00
$38,130.00
$30,825.00
$5,725.50
$562,005.10
$252,741.60
$286,499.35
$43,528.15
$185,964.96
$150,093.99
$26,901.70
$27,555.00
$171,485.00
$173,851.15
$101,443.90
$3,335.00
$14,955.00
$58,091.72
$67,780.89
$110,176.45
$190,180.44
$368,916.51
$39,245.00
$35,425.00
$100,411.00
$60,825.00
$27,112.12
$27,990.00
$89,000.00
$23,018.55
$42,887.00
$71,645.00
$29,210.00
$171,997.67
$221,735.24
$1,180,067.95
$39,429.00
$45,468.12
$22,910.00
$484,528.51
$9,307,122.03

% Goal Pledged
91.9%
89.6%
89.4%
88.9%
81.9%
121.1%
101.7%
144.7%
86.7%
193.7%
142.6%
120.1%
139.4%
62.0%
87.5%
82.2%
113.6%
370.1%
92.6%
89.4%
165.4%
109.5%
78.2%
90.0%
138.5%
90.8%
86.1%
277.6%
137.5%
121.9%
47.1%
107.0%
70.8%
81.1%
165.7%
107.8%
66.9%
144.4%
94.3%
93.5%
93.6%
132.8%
130.6%
142.4%
120.4%
118.6%
105.6%
110.6%
142.3%
118.6%
122.1%
124.3%
123.6%
104.5%
104.0%
88.9%
161.1%
354.1%
100.0%
130.0%
106.9%
183.7%
139.7%

% Goal Paid % Pledged Paid
64.9%
70.5%
65.7%
73.3%
57.9%
64.7%
73.5%
82.7%
70.1%
85.6%
90.6%
74.8%
85.4%
84.0%
107.7%
74.4%
73.5%
84.9%
138.2%
71.4%
113.8%
79.8%
105.6%
87.9%
108.2%
77.6%
62.0%
100.0%
87.5%
100.0%
56.5%
68.7%
84.8%
74.7%
257.0%
69.4%
72.4%
78.1%
80.5%
90.0%
134.4%
81.3%
78.3%
71.5%
61.5%
78.7%
90.0%
100.0%
84.1%
60.7%
90.8%
100.0%
78.7%
91.5%
208.1%
74.9%
104.3%
75.9%
93.3%
76.5%
40.8%
86.7%
77.6%
72.5%
52.0%
73.4%
92.6%
56.7%
69.9%
121.5%
73.4%
85.3%
79.2%
56.4%
84.3%
106.9%
74.0%
77.3%
81.9%
66.5%
71.2%
59.9%
64.0%
95.8%
72.2%
90.3%
69.1%
88.9%
62.4%
102.3%
85.0%
99.1%
83.6%
89.9%
85.1%
93.0%
84.1%
127.9%
89.9%
104.7%
88.3%
107.1%
87.7%
85.9%
69.1%
96.1%
77.8%
80.8%
77.3%
84.1%
80.9%
73.8%
83.0%
113.8%
70.7%
207.7%
58.6%
100.0%
100.0%
103.6%
79.7%
79.3%
74.1%
143.3%
78.0%
101.2%
72.4%

Fruitful Harvest 2016 Dovetail Report
Parish
City
St. Francis Xavier
Attica
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Carmel
St. Bernard
Crawfordsville
St. John Vianney
Fishers
St. Joan of Arc
Kokomo
St. Patrick
Kokomo
St. Mary Cathedral
Lafayette
St. Augusta
Lake Village
Our Lady of Grace
Noblesville
St. Augustine
Rensselaer
St. Thomas Aquinas
West Lafayette
St. Maria Goretti
Westfield
Sorrowful Mother
Wheatfield
St. Alphonsus
Zionsville
** Includes parish Fruitful Harvest goal

Dovetail Goal **
$52,000.00
$400,000.00
$200,000.00
$750,000.00
$350,000.00
$400,000.00
$400,000.00
$50,000.00
$300,000.00
$70,000.00
$514,232.88
$2,000,000.00
$155,000.00
$851,000.00

Pledged
$363,280.00
$1,494,814.68
$184,155.25
$380,188.34
$749,849.00
$333,081.00
$374,399.86
$36,400.00
$591,110.06
$101,475.00
$313,802.44
$2,012,184.96
$219,379.31
$621,215.63

Amount Paid % Pledge Paid
$27,520.00
7.58%
$1,118,030.88
74.79%
$131,432.50
71.37%
$264,018.34
69.44%
$562,005.10
74.95%
$252,741.60
75.88%
$286,499.35
76.52%
$27,555.00
75.70%
$368,916.51
62.41%
$89,000.00
87.71%
$221,735.24
70.66%
$1,180,067.95
58.65%
$127,791.06
58.25%
$484,528.51
78.00%

Monthly reports are prepared by the Pastoral Office for Administration.

Fruitful Harvest
2016
With your gift to Fruitful
Harvest, you enable the
Church to share the
love of Jesus through
our ministries, programs
and services as we fulfill our diocesan mission
to be “Stewards of
Christ.”
Let us come together
individually and as a
community of believers
to give thanks to God
the Father by being
good stewards of our
God-given gifts.
“I am truly thankful for
all that you do to support financially the religious mission of our
local diocese,” Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty said
in a letter to parishioners at the start of the
2016 appeal.
“God has placed us
together on a pilgrimage of faith,” Bishop
Doherty said. “I encourage each of us to
acknowledge the different ways that the Lord’s
loving kindness has
accompanied us on our
journey.”
To learn more and
donate to Fruitful
Harvest 2016, visit the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

May our faithful
stewardship bear
witness to the love of
Christ in our lives.

Thank you
for your generosity!
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‘Opioid crisis seen daily with expecting mothers and their babies’
developing
for
women.
“The Indiana
women and prevent withMedical
drawal symptoms in new- State
borns. The initiative pro- Association has
vides assistance with rent, been stressing the
food, baby needs, medical importance of the
transportation, and meals physician’s contrifor recovering patients and bution to addiction with decreasfamilies.
A policy at Franciscan ing narcotics preHealth calls for all expecting scriptions,” she
women to be tested for said. “The focus is
women
addiction, so those who test getting
their
positive can receive help through
pregnancy with
throughout pregnancy.
“Universal screening is medically-assisted
important,” Towles said. “It therapy, working closely
gives the physician some with behavioral health and
knowledge of what to ask. psychiatry, to come up with
The hard part is screening outpatient programs and
for something that you are transition them to services in
not fully capable of manag- the postpartum period. We
hope to have this in
ing.
place by summer.”
“The Grace ProTowles stressed
ject’s goal is to help
that anybody who is
patients overcome
struggling with an
barriers that are
addiction and could
most often limiting
become pregnant or
their ability to paris pregnant should
ticipate in addiction
seek early care.
programs,” she said.
“Go tell somebody
“We want to be able Dr. Katie
for the sake of yourto provide trans- Towles
self and your baby.
portation or women
can utilize the funds for Find a doctor you can talk
child care —- those are big to,” she said. “The reason we
barriers to getting the prena- go into medicine is because
tal care that they need. We you are hoping that one perwant moms to feel support- son is going to listen to your
ed and not that they are advice and change. That
being punished. I hope that hope keeps you going. I will
this type of patient will have continue to keep that hope.”
When Dr. Rosario Chua,
almost a V.I.P. access to some
social help so they can feel medical director of the Level
special and know somebody III neonatal intensive care
unit at Franciscan Health
really cares about them.”
Towles will be a provider Lafayette East, began work
for an addiction program 29 years ago, she would see a
that Franciscan Health is baby that had been exposed
(Continued from Page 1)

to drugs in the womb irritability,” she said. “You
approximately once every want to incorporate conservative medical therapeutics as
three months.
“Now I see an average of well as the cuddling, care,
two withdrawing babies rocking and need for control
each month. It is an epidem- of the infants’ involuntary
ic,” she said. “The impacts of movements. It’s hard to baldrugs across our region and ance at times, because you
throughout our country are don’t want to raise their
gut-wrenching. The effects medications. You want to
drugs have on newborns are control the usual standard
medications and not go up.
heartbreaking.”
“By
the
time
Tremors, inability
babies leave, they
to
be
soothed,
seem normal, but
seizures, difficulty
withdrawal can last
nursing and the nonfor a good nine
stop crying of a sufmonths — with lessfering infant begin
er symptoms, but
within days of birth
they are still withand can last for
drawing,”
Chua
weeks or months.
said.
“Babies are in the Dr. Rosario
She sees remorse
NICU for an average Chua
in the mothers, along
of 14 to 21 days. A
good case is 10 days, but it’s with a sense of guilt and
usually 14,” Chua said. “We helplessness.
“Judgment should be
try not to treat with medicacompassionate and prution.
“Sometimes I feel sorry dent,” Chua said. “Once a
for our nurses who are woman feels she is judged
assigned to these babies harshly by the people who
because they are constantly are supposed to help her, she
needing attention with their won’t even come in here. But

Associate Superintendent
of Catholic Schools

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason
Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation
about marriage, children,
society and more.
www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

The Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana is currently seeking candidates
for the position of Associate Superintendent of Catholic
Schools. This position will assist the Superintendent in the
administration of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lafayette-inIndiana. Candidates should:
• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church
and with a working knowledge of Church doctrine, law and
organization.
• Hold an Indiana Administrators license or its equivalent and
have at least five years of administrative or related experience.
Knowledge of project management, and strategic and operational
viability is required.
• Be familiar with curricular models and current trends in
Catholic education.
• Have strong organizational, verbal, and written
communication skills with the ability to collaborate across
departments.

Interested and qualified applicants should submit their
resume, cover letter and two letters of professional reference
by February 15 to Jeanne Lausten, director of Human
Resources, at jlausten@dol-in.org.

we need her to
help out — to be
with her baby and
relieve the nurses.”
Chua
sees
approximately 35
percent of the
babies going to
alternative placement after birth.
“Our
stand
here is to be compassionate and be
able to send the
babies home,” she
said. “We are hoping the Grace Project will
address all the issues so
these women will be made
whole to come and join us
and manage their children.”
Donations for the Grace
Project can be made online
at: FranciscanHealth.org/
givingtuesday or call the
Franciscan Health Foundation office at 765-423-6810.
Franciscan Health is a
member of Mishawaka, Ind.,
-based Franciscan Alliance,
one of the largest Catholic
health-care systems in the
Midwest, with 14 growing
hospitals,
approximately
20,000 employees and a
number of nationally recognized Centers of Healthcare
Excellence.
Franciscan
Health
includes hospitals in Carmel,
Lafayette, Crawfordsville
and Rensselaer; the Franciscan Physician Network with
offices in Lafayette, West
Lafayette, Monticello, Crawfordsville and Rensselaer,
and the St. Elizabeth School
of Nursing in Lafayette.

LAKE FRONT
HOUSE RENTAL
3,000 sq. ft. w/Lg Deck, Dock
on Lake Webster, Northern IN 5BR/5BA + 2 Bunk Rms,
AC, Lg. Living Area, Wash/Dry,
Cable/Internet

Change of address?
Send it to us at
moment@dol-in.org!

Call Bob for info
317-496-3200

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION , ANXIETY, DEPRESSION , GRIEF,
ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205
(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com
A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Read an interesting article? Share it with a friend!
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At the Statehouse

Legislation seeks to cap interest rates of payday loans
(Continued from Page 1)
often puts persons and families into a debt trap by taking
advantage of their circumstances,” Tebbe said. “Usury
and exploitation of people
violates the Seventh Commandment. Lending practices that, intentionally or
unintentionally, take unfair
advantage of one’s desperate
circumstances are unjust.”
Walker, who is an accountant by profession, said the
research he’s done on the
issue is interesting and it
gives support as to why
Indiana should address it.
If a payday loan customer
is a once-a-year borrower,
the effect would be minimal,
he said. But the customers
who habitually use payday
loans may be less aware of
the impact of high interest
rates.
Walker added that when
looking at payday loans on a
state-by-state basis, those
states that cap the interest
rate at 36 percent cause most

of the payday lender vendors to flee the marketplace.
That is because payday
lenders need very high rates
of return to operate.
Walker said the financial
impact of costly payday
loans on the borrower cannot necessarily be measured
by the traditional stresses
like a bankruptcy, losing a
home, or the ability to meet
other debt obligations.
“The reason is because the
individuals that turn to the
payday loan on a habitual
level have already maxedout the credit card,” he said.
“They are already struggling
to meet the weekly and
monthly obligations that
they have. And in some

cases, there is really nothing
to file bankruptcy on.
“Where the stresses are
more measurable is on the
emotional and physical
strain level,” Walker said.
“This level of interest
increases and actually compounds that stress on the
individual and the family
network. A customer for a
payday loan is already in
financial distress. A lot of the
time the borrower is borrowing to pay off another debt,
pay a utility bill, or put food
on the table.
“There is a difference
between interest and usury,”
he said. “It might be hard for
some to draw a bright line
between the two. But I draw
it at 391 percent.”
Walker also pointed to
alternatives to these products, noting many non-profit
and community development groups are working to
step in and help fill the gap
for families in financial crisis.
He said he is working

with the appropriate committee chair to get his payday lending bill a hearing,
but nothing definite is
scheduled.
“What I hope to accomplish is to at least have the
conversation. I think it’s an
important issue to talk about
and raise awareness that
there are better alternatives
for people in financial crisis
than obtaining a high-interest, short-term loan.”
A recent report issued by
the Boston-based National
Consumer Law Center
shows 15 states and the District of Columbia have
capped payday loans at 36
percent.
In a poll released this
month, 80 percent of Hoosier
respondents favored more
regulation of payday loans.
Bellwether Research and
Consulting, a polling firm in
Alexandria, Va., conducted
the poll and surveyed 600
registered voters.
The Center for Responsible Lending, a non-profit
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organization based in North
Carolina dedicated to educating the public on predatory financial products, studied the effects on lowincome families in states
with payday loans versus
those without.
The center’s research
showed that those with limited means fare far worse in
states where payday lending
products are available. The
study concluded that rather
than help a household, payday loans are more likely to
create a debt burden and
worsen the household’s
financial stability.
Walker and others have
noted the importance of
assisting families that are
struggling to make ends
meet.
Tebbe said, “I am disappointed that the chance is
slim for the payday lending
bill to get a hearing.”
Senate Bill 325 must
receive a hearing before the
end of January to advance.
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ext. 110, or e-mailing
kscher@stpaulcatholic
marion.com.

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayettein-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.
An evening of chocolate,
wine and fashion
CARMEL — The Seton
Women’s Club will host
“Around the World in
Chocolate,” an evening of
chocolate, wine and fashion,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 22, in the Social
Hall at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish, 10655 Haverstick Road. Those attending
will have the opportunity to
taste chocolate delights from
around the world, sip
unique wine and beers,
sample appetizers and enjoy
a fashion show by AH Collection. Cost at the door is
$25 per person. For more
information, call 317-5699301.
“Homecoming”
LAFAYETTE — The Evangelization Team of the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
sponsor a “Homecoming” at
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, for
inactive Catholic friends
and family who are separated from the Church for any
reason. The gathering will
be held in the St. Joseph
Room; those attending are
asked to enter through the
main doors from the South
Street parking lot. “Homecoming” is an informal gettogether for inactive
Catholics to talk, listen,
voice concerns and reconcile. It is free and there is no
obligation. Information
about annulments will be
available. For more information, call Patty and Mike
Cassidy at 765-447-6427. All
are welcome to attend.
Rummage sale
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish will hold
a rummage sale from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, and
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan.
27, in the parish hall. Proceeds will benefit the
parish’s Haiti mission. All
are welcome to attend. The
parish is located at 1870 W.
Oak St. in Zionsville.

Chili supper
CICERO — Knights of
Columbus Council 14476
will hold a chili supper at
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27,
at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish. Proceeds from the
supper will help support a
local seminarian in the diocese. The fund-raiser is part
of RSVP — Refund Support
Vocations Program — that
allows councils and assemblies to “adopt” one or more
seminarians or postulants
and provide them with
financial assistance and
moral support. The Jan. 27
chili supper is open to the
community. Free-will offerings will be accepted. All
are invited to attend.
Kids’ Page on Page 16

“How-To Festival”
WEST LAFAYETTE — St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish will
host its sixth annual “HowTo Festival” from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27. A
variety of presenters will
give talks on topics ranging
from how to waltz to wine
making. All are invited to
attend and learn new skills
they may be interested in. A
schedule of presentations
will be posted on the
parish’s Web site —
www.boilercatholics.org —
before the day of the festival. Members of the parish’s
spring break mission trips
also will be providing lunch
in order to raise funds for
their trip expenses. All are
welcome to attend.
Trivia Night
MARION — St. Paul School
will host a Trivia Night on
Saturday evening, Jan. 27, in
McCarthy Hall, located
behind the school on Kem
Road. Doors will open at 6
p.m., with trivia starting at 7
p.m. Teams of up to eight
members will compete to
see who can answer the
most questions correctly in a
variety of categories. Cost is
$10 per person. Bring yourself or a team of up to eight,
snacks for yourself or your
table, and your beverages of
choice. Participants are
encouraged to book early;
only 16 tables will be available. Reservations are
requested by Tuesday, Jan.
23, by calling 765-662-2883,

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo community will sponsor an ultreya,
a gathering of the Cursillo
community, at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, in the lower
level of the parish hall at St.
Lawrence Parish. All Cursillistas and friends are welcome to attend. Those
attending are asked to bring
a snack or beverage to
share. For more information,
contact Jeff and Marlene Jarboe at 765-567-2216 or
jmj357mmj@gmail.com.
“The JoyPowered Family”
CARMEL — Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish will host
a presentation on “The Joy
Powered Family” from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
27, in the parish hall. Presenters will be JoDee Curtis
and Denise McGonigal,
authors of the book “The
JoyPowered Family.” Families are invited to attend and
bring a snack to share
before or after the presentation. A book-signing also
will follow the presentation.
Spaghetti dinner/Lafayette
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Fourth-Degree
Knights of Columbus will
host their fifth annual
spaghetti dinner from 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28, at
St. Ann Parish. Proceeds
from the event will benefit
the Knights’ annual college
scholarship(s) for highschool seniors of the
Catholic faith. Over the past
four years, the event has
helped provide more than

$8,000 to assist local students in continuing their
education. Tickets will be
sold after weekend Masses
on Jan. 20-21 and 27-28; cost
in advance is $8 for adults,
$6 for children and $20 for
families. Tickets sold at the
door will be $10 for adults,
$7 for children and $25 for
families. Meals will include
spaghetti, salad, bread and
beverages. Raffle tickets also
will be available for a 55inch LG UHD 4K Smart TV;
raffle tickets are $5 each. For
more information, call
Glenn Blahnik at 765-4794383. All are welcome to
attend.
Euchre night
FISHERS — All men and
women of the Lafayette diocese ages 18 and older are
invited to attend a euchre
night on Monday evening,
Jan. 29, in Craig Willy Hall
on the campus of St. Louis
de Montfort Parish, 11441
Hague Road. Sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus of
Carmel, Fishers and
Noblesville, the event will
benefit the Women’s Care
Center located at 4901 W.
86th St., Indianapolis. (The
center, located next to
Planned Parenthood, provides free, confidential
counseling, support and
education to women facing
unplanned pregnancies.)
Doors will open at 6 p.m.
for euchre night, with play
beginning at 7 p.m. Cost is
$10 per person, which
includes euchre, chili and
lemonade; other food and
beverages, including beer
and wine, will be available
for purchase. Cash prizes
will be awarded to winners;
net proceeds will be donated to the Women’s Care
Center.
Latin Mass
CRAWFORDSVILLE — All
are invited to attend a Traditional Latin Mass at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, in the
Pioneer Chapel at Wabash
College, 301 W. Wabash
Ave. The evening is being
hosted by the Wabash Newman Catholic Club and Una
Voce Lafayette. For more
information, contact Jacob
Miller at jmmiller19@
wabash.edu.
Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invited to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, at St.

Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversation will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.
Spaghetti dinner/Oxford
OXFORD — Knights of
Columbus Council 9400
(Oxford-Otterbein) will
sponsor a spaghetti dinner
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, in St. Patrick’s
parish hall, located next to
the church in Oxford. Meals
will include all-you-care-toeat homemade spaghetti,
salads, garlic bread, homemade desserts and beverages. Cost is $8 for adults,
$5 for children ages 4 to 12,
free for children ages 3 and
younger, and $25 for families. For more information,
call Jim May at 765-5832148 or Glen Hardebeck at
765-491-1226. All are welcome to attend.
Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel.
“Song of Hope”
dinner and concert
LAFAYETTE — The Purdue
University Varsity Glee
Club will present a full
musical program featuring
both sacred and secular
music at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 3, at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. A dinner
donated by the Shepherdess
of Harmony Farm/Buttery
Shelf Eatery will begin at 6
p.m. Proceeds from the
evening will fund projects
in Haiti. Cost is $35 per person for the dinner and concert. Tickets for the concert
only are $20 per person;
concert-only tickets will be
available at the door. To
reserve tickets, send request
and payment to: St. Mary
Haiti Fund, 1212 South St.,
Lafayette, IN 47904. For
more information, contact
Jeff Newell at 765-430-0642
or jjnewell55@aol.com. All
are invited to attend.
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“The Gospel of Mark:
Afraid”
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Parish invites all to attend a
presentation by Frank Runyeon on “The Gospel of
Mark: Afraid” at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7, in the
church. Runyeon has
starred in more than 1,000
television shows over the
past 20 years. An honors
graduate of General Theological Seminary and
Princeton University, he has
won national acclaim for his
work as a translator and
performer of biblical texts
over the past 25 years. For
more information, visit the
Web site at www.frank
runyeon.com.
Mystery dinner
and auction
MUNCIE — “Murder at
Curst Mansion,” the fourth
annual mystery dinner and
auction to benefit St.
Lawrence School, will be
held on Friday evening,
Feb. 9, at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 3600 W.
Purdue Ave. Light refreshments and auction will
begin at 5:30 p.m.; dinner
will begin at 7 p.m. Cost is
$45 per person or $300 for a
table of eight. Visit
stlawrencemuncie.org for
more information.
Grief support meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
offer a grief support meeting
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15, in the
Bishop Bennett Room. This
is a time to join others in
prayer and reflection as
loved ones are remembered.
Those attending are welcome, but not required, to
share their stories. Refreshments will be served.

Family fish fry
FOWLER — All are invited
to attend the Sacred Heart
family fish fry from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, in the Sacred Heart
School gym. The menu will
include fish, cheesy potatoes, applesauce, coleslaw,
bread and butter, and
desserts. Cost is $10 for
adults, $5 for children ages
6 to 12 and free for children
ages 5 and younger. Carryouts will be available.

“foodie” silent auction and
special O’Connor House
moments. Online registration is available at
www.theoconnorhouse.org.
For more details, visit the
Web site or contact Nancy
Imhoff at 317-385-0699 or
nimhoff@theoconnorhouse.
org. The O’Connor House is
a home that provides shelter, food, clothing, counseling and other support to
homeless pregnant women
and their children.

Lenten fish fries
CICERO — Knights of
Columbus Council 14476
will host four Lenten fish
fries in February and March
at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish. The fish fries will be
held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. on Feb. 16 and 23 and
March 2 and 9. This year’s
events will feature a drivethrough option, with meals
of fried fish, French fries,
coleslaw, hush puppies and
a cookie for $7. Those who
dine in will have an all-youcare-to-eat buffet of choices
for a free-will offering. Proceeds will benefit the
Knights’ general fund for
future charitable considerations. All are welcome to
attend.

Multicultural Festival
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Catholic schools
will host their third annual
Multicultural Festival from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, at Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School,
2410 S. Ninth St. The celebration of the fullness of
culture and diversity in the
community will include
dance performances, ethnic
food booths, country
“expos” and more.

The O’Connor House
“Celebration of Life”
CARMEL — The O’Connor
House will host its annual
“Celebration of Life” event
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24,
at the historic Lindley Farmstead at Chatham Hills. The
event is open to the public
and all are welcome to
attend and support life
while enjoying a casual and
fun evening. The event will
include top local cuisine
from chefs and restaurants
around town, wine and
cocktail sips, a one-of-a-kind

Adult Scouter Awards
Nominations are now being
accepted by the Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting for Girl Scout and
Boy Scout Adult Scouter
Awards. The awards are
presented to adults working
with youth on their Scout
religious awards for two or
more years. Nomination
forms may be obtained
from Trudie Wanchow,
DCCS awards chair, at
stvbeth@att.net or Steve
Chatot at bigbear96@
comcast.net. All nominations and required letters
must be received by March
15. Award winners will
receive their awards from
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
at the annual Bishop’s Dinner on April 28.

REST IN PEACE
Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-inIndiana.
C. Jane Lahr, 87, died Nov. 10, 2017. She was a
member of the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Lafayette.
Louise Jean Courtney, 87, died Jan. 4, 2018. She
was a member of St. Paul in Marion.
Fredas Salazar, 82, died Dec. 28, 2017. She was a
member of Holy Family in Gas City.
William Lynn Parkinson, 89, died Dec. 27, 2017.
He was a member of Blessed Sacrament in West
Lafayette.
James Zink, 79, died Dec. 30, 2017. Eleanor
Killin, 97, died Jan. 6, 2018. Both were members of
St. Patrick in Oxford.
Joseph William Merkle, 91, died Jan. 9, 2018. He
was a member of Sacred Heart in Cicero.
Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Featured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nationally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with registration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the

opportunity for adoration
and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass
will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registration is now under way.
Early bird registration price
of $15 has been extended.
Final registration deadline
will be March 11. To register,
call 765-654-5796, visit the
Web site at saintmarys
frankfort.org or e-mail
stmaryfrankfort@gmail.com.

PART-TIME SECRETARY
St. John Vianney Catholic Church, Fishers, is accepting
resumes for a part-time secretary. Hours are Noon - 5 pm M-F.
The candidate should be a practicing Catholic, enjoy working
with people, detail oriented and a skill set that includes a
Microsoft office competency. E-mail your resume to Larry
Kunkel, lkunkel@sjvfishers.com.

We’re Saving a Seat for You.

PLEASE JOIN US
ON SUNDAY!
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At St. Mary School in Alexandria, students in Rachel Duckworth’s kindergarten class recently had a special reading buddy. (Photos provided)

