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A prayer
service
celebrat-
ing the
Week of
Prayer for
Christian
Unity was
held Jan.
16 at
Evangeli-
cal
Covenant
Church in
Lafayette. 

(Photo by
Caroline
B.
Mooney)

Catholic Schools Week 2018

Legislation

would allow

food assistance

for reformed

drug felons

By Brigid Curtis Ayer
For The Catholic Moment

INDIANAPOLIS — A
proposal to lift a ban on
nutrition program eligibility
for reformed drug felons has
advanced in the Senate. The
Indiana Catholic Conference
supports the measure.

Indiana is one of a hand-
ful of states that bans con-
victed drug felons from
receiving certain federally
operated nutrition benefits. 

If Sen. Michael Bohacek,
R-Michigan
City, has his
way, former
drug felons
who meet
certain cri-
teria to
reform their
lives would
be eligible
for food
assistance
under the federal program
called Supplemental 
Nutrition and Assistance 

(Continued on Page 3)

At the Statehouse

Michael
Bohacek

A new year,

a new 

beginning

for Lafayette

diocese

By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Just like
the rest of us who made our
New Year’s resolutions
before the ball dropped in
Times Square at midnight,
the Lafayette diocese
declared its intention for
self-improvement, too.

Perhaps through provi-
dence, the diocese received a
helping hand from Lilly
Endowment Inc., which pro-
vides a generous financial
grant to help tackle some of
the tough challenges facing
pastoral leaders and laity
across the diocese.

The planning process for
the grant, which identified
some of the diocese’s most
pressing needs, was led by
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty,
Father Theodore C. Dudzin-
ski, vicar general and mod-
erator of the curia, and Gor-
don Slack, the diocese’s chief
financial officer. 

The grant proposal
addressed a number of
issues currently facing 

(Continued on Page 10)

‘My prayer tonight: Fix our eyes on you, Jesus’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — The fifth
annual prayer service cele-
brating the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity drew
faithful from more than a
dozen area churches togeth-
er on Jan. 16 at Evangelical
Covenant Church.

Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty joined other faith
leaders for the ecumenical
prayer service, which had
the theme “Your Right
Hand, O Lord, Glorious in
Power” (Exodus 15:6). 

The International Week
of Prayer for Christian
Unity was held Jan. 18-25. 

(Continued on Page 9)

Students in Catholic schools across the Lafayette diocese will join the nationwide
celebration of Catholic Schools Week on Jan. 28-Feb. 3. Above are first-grader Taylor
Weems and fifth-grader Jacob Lucas of St. Augustine School in Rensselaer. (Photo
provided)

Inside this edition: A sampling of the week’s activities and much more, Pages 4-8.
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1) Deuteronomy 18:15-
20
2) 1 Corinthians 7:32-35
3) Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

Monday, Jan. 29
1) 2 Samuel 15:13-14,
30; 16:5-13
2) Gospel: Mark 5:1-20

Tuesday, Jan. 30
1) 2 Samuel 18:9-10,
14b, 24-25a, 30 to 19:3
2) Gospel: Mark 5:21-43

Wednesday, Jan. 31
1) 2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17
2) Gospel: Mark 6:1-6

Thursday, Feb. 1
1) 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12
2) Gospel: Mark 6:7-13

Friday, Feb. 2
The Presentation
of the Lord
1) Malachi 3:1-4
2) Hebrews 2:14-18
3) Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

Saturday, Feb. 3
1) 1 Kings 3:4-13
2) Gospel: Mark 6:30-34

January 28
Fourth Sunday

in Ordinary Time
Cycle B Readings:
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All are invited to explore
the “New Evangelization
& Culture” in an upcom-
ing special course with the
Augustine Institute, home
of Formed.org. Faculty
include Joseph Pearce,
Gwendolen Adams, Eliza-
beth Klein and Scott
Hefelfinger. The course
will draw from the riches
of the Catholic Church’s
evangelizing efforts and
explore the Catholic
Church’s missionary call-
ing today. “THNE 503:
New Evangelization &
Culture” will be offered
June 18-22 in Denver,
Colo., and via online dis-
tance education. For more
information, visit
www.augustineinstitute.
org or contact Amanda
Ullman, admissions coun-
selor, at admissions@
augustineinstitute.org or

303-937-4420, ext. 163.

Franciscan Health
Lafayette is currently
seeking volunteers for its
gift shops and surgery
waiting room. Those who
enjoy working with people
and providing customer
service are invited to
explore this opportunity.
All volunteer shifts are
four to six hours long. For
more information, call Vol-
unteer Services at 765-502-
4249 or apply online at
www.franciscanhealth.org

/volunteer.

All mothers in need of
some quiet time to reflect
are invited to join the Sis-
ters of Providence of Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods for
their upcoming “Retreat
for Busy Catholic Moms.”
The retreat will begin at
6:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9,
and conclude at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 11. It will be
facilitated by Sister Mary
Montgomery and take
place in the Providence
Hall Community Room.
“Parents have the most
important and biggest job
in the world, especially
mothers,” Sister Mary said.
“I look forward to celebrat-
ing with all the mothers
who will participate in the
retreat.” During the retreat,
there will be time for quiet
reflection, spiritual enrich-

ment and sharing wisdom
from other mothers. This is
the fourth year the Sisters
of Providence have hosted
the retreat. Register online
at events.sistersof
providence.org or by call-
ing 812-535-2952 or e-mail-
ing jfrost@spsmw.org. Reg-
istration deadline is Feb. 2. 

A Retrouvaille weekend
will be held Feb. 23-25 in
Indianapolis. Retrouvaille
means “rediscovery” and
the program offers the
chance for married couples
to rediscover a loving rela-
tionship. To learn more
about the program or to
register for the upcoming
weekend, visit the Web site
at www.HelpOur
Marriage.com or
www.retrouvaille.org.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

LEGAL NOTICE
As the actual dwelling place of the

Respondent named below is unknown to
the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the Diocese
of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we hereby cite the
said Respondent to contact the Tribunal
of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana,
located at 2300 S. 9th St., Lafayette, IN
47909-2400, on or before the date 
designated for the purpose of making
answer to the possible dissolution of the
marriage of the Respondent herein 
designated:
CASE TITLE: 2017-1021 Perrigo-
Robertson
RESPONDENT: Jeffrey C. Robertson
DESIGNATED DATE: Jan. 31, 2018
Notice is hereby served that unless the

said Respondent contacts the Tribunal
on or before the date designated above,
or offers sufficient reason for absence,
the requirements of Canon Law regard-
ing notification shall be considered ful-
filled and the case shall proceed accord-
ing to the norm of the Law. Anyone,
clerical or laical, who knows the present
address of the above mentioned is
bound to make known this citation.

Father David L. Rasner, J.C.L.,   
Judge-Instructor

Niall Hickey, Ecclesiastical Notary

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is finan-
cial contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations
can make a world of dif-
ference:
• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA
provides disaster assis-
tance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharities
usa.org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds
to emergencies around
the world. Visit
www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

St. Paul
Church and
School in
Marion
held a
prayer 
service on
Jan. 22 to
observe
the 45th
anniver-
sary of the
U.S.
Supreme
Court’s
Roe v.
Wade
decision.

(Photo 
provided)
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At the Statehouse

Legislation would allow food assistance for reformed drug felons

(Continued from Page 1)

Program, commonly
referred to as SNAP.

Senate Bill 11, authored by
Bohacek, would remove the
permanent ban from food
assistance under SNAP for
convicted drug felons as
long as they followed their
parole guidelines, or their
release plan determined by
the court. The bill passed the
Senate Family and Children
Services panel on a 7-0 vote
Jan. 11.

“When someone is
released from prison, the
goal is to reintegrate them
into society and to make
them a productive member,”
said the Michigan City law-
maker, “and we do that by
providing the supports to be
able to become productive.
When someone is incarcerat-
ed, they have been separated
from family and friends.
They’ve lost a lot of connec-
tions. And depending on the
crime, especially if it’s a
drug crime, they may not be

eligible for public housing or
certain licensing in certain
occupations, and now we are
restricting them from nutri-
tion. 

“If they move back in with
family, as many of them do,
if the family is eligible for
SNAP and the felon is not,
they are going to be utilizing
the program as well,”
Bohacek said. “They are
going to be taking the SNAP
benefits designed for four
people, and now it’s feeding
five. To me, it’s high time to
give these folks the tools to
keep them out of the judicial
system and out of prison.” 

Glenn Tebbe, executive
director of the Indiana
Catholic Conference, testi-
fied in support of the bill
before the Senate panel.

“All persons have a right
to food and shelter. Individ-
uals, after serving their sen-
tence and release from jail or
prison, have many obstacles
when rejoining the commu-
nity,” Tebbe said. “In addi-
tion to family adjustments,

employment is often denied
because of the conviction
and prison record. Many
employers refuse to hire
them, which contributes to
recidivism. When jobs are
available, often these are
temporary or part-time.

“SNAP assistance is tangi-
ble and needed,” he said.
“This benefit will go a long
way to help people maintain
themselves and their dignity. 

“Persons who have paid
their debt and are attempt-
ing to rectify past mistakes
should be given the opportu-
nity to prove themselves and
be eligible for support and
programs that can assist
them and affirm their
human dignity,” Tebbe said.
“Current law banning food
assistance tends to punish
someone after that person
has already made restitution
for their misdeeds. Assisting
those to change their lives
for the better is what all per-
sons deserve, and I believe
how Jesus responded to all
those who sought his help.”

Cheryl Ashe, a volunteer
with Dismas House of South
Bend since 2007, helps rein-
tegrate people into society
after they leave prison. 

“Family members can
offer a sofa or couch to sleep
on, but food is a problem,”
Ashe said. “Even with
SNAP, people still must go
to one or two food pantries a
month. Most can get their
canned goods and bread at a
food pantry, but use their
SNAP benefits to buy milk,
meat, eggs and other dairy
items. 

“A single person with no
dependents, who is not
working, gets $192 per
month in SNAP benefits,”
she said. “A single person
without dependents can
only receive SNAP benefits
for three months every three
years, unless they are work-
ing 20 hours per week,
enrolled in an approved job
training program or dis-
abled.”

Ashe, who chairs the
Social Justice Committee at

her South Bend parish of St.
Augustine, said some fami-
lies are denied SNAP due to
how the benefit formula
works. She explained that
there are households with
children that are denied
SNAP benefits because a
parent who was previously
convicted of a drug felony is
not counted. 

“If the parent were count-
ed in the calculation for the
household, the household
would be eligible for SNAP,”
Ashe said. “Families and
children are hurt under cur-
rent law due to the SNAP
benefits ban for former drug
felons.”

Tebbe said he expects Sen-
ate Bill 11 to pass the full
Senate before the third read-
ing deadline in the Senate,
which is Feb. 6. If the bill
passes the full Senate, it will
move to the House for fur-
ther consideration.

For more information on
the Indiana Catholic Confer-
ence priority bills, go to
www.indianacc.org.
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Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Catholic Schools Week 2018

Catholic schools across diocese #TakeFaith with them
By Peg Dispenzieri

Happy Catholic Schools
Week ... one of our favorite
times of the year! Not only
does each school plan an
engaging week based on
prayer and peppered with
memorable fun events, but
all of us have a dedicated
week to share the good news
of Catholic education with
our parishes and the diocese.  

“Catholic schools partici-
pate in the Church’s evange-
lizing mission of bringing
the Gospel to the ends of the
earth” (The Holy See’s
Teaching on Catholic
Schools, 2006). 

Participating in
that evangelizing
mission means
preparing students
to relate the Catholic
faith to their particu-
lar culture and to
live that faith in
practice. Our dioce-
san schools strive for holi-
ness in all things by provid-
ing solid and relevant reli-
gious instruction and exam-
ple that leads students
toward the goal of becoming
saints.

There are so many won-
derful examples of holiness
and faithfulness within our
schools! Spend time in any
one of them and you’ll see
students engaged in learning
the tenets of our faith, prac-
ticing faithfulness through
service to others, working
hard to master academic
material that befits their
God-given ability and hon-

ing their skills in athletics,
arts and clubs to develop
into well-rounded and per-
sonable individuals.  

In all aspects in the life of
a Catholic school, our desire
is to develop faith — faith
that sustains, gives hope and
strength to ourselves and
others, and shows a belief
and trust in Jesus Christ and
his love for us. 

Knowing that young
minds must constantly be
formed to see faith in all
parts of daily life, the Office
of Catholic Schools is intro-

ducing a #TakeFaith
initiative, commenc-
ing with this year’s
Catholic Schools
Week and conclud-
ing with Catholic
Schools Week 2019.  

The concept is
simple — our stu-
dents “take faith”
with them wherever
they go. This certain-

ly includes faith-centered
activities such as school
Masses, retreats and other
Catholic traditions ... but
there are so many other
places where taking faith
would be a powerful witness
to the world and provide a
chance to share holiness
with others. 

Schools will be encour-
aged to look to their own
activities and where they can
take faith; some ideas would
include field trips, athletic
practices and games, club
meetings, arts performances,
and academic classes during
their day.

Each school will be given
a #TakeFaith banner during
Catholic Schools Week. Stu-
dents will be challenged to
take pictures with their
school banner throughout
the year showing the various
activities where they have
taken their faith. (Remember
the days of Flat Stanley?) 

These pictures will be
posted on the Office of
Catholic Schools Web site,
Twitter and Facebook as we
share the love of our faith
with family and friends.
Next year’s Catholic Schools
Week 2019 will provide us
with a digital collage of
activities that our faithful
school students have shared
over the year.

We would love to have
you join us in taking faith
with you in your many
activities throughout your
day as we share our journey
in pictures. You can follow

our #TakeFaith adventures
at:

Web site: https://
education.dol-in.org

Twitter: @POEducation or
@PegDispenzieri

Facebook: @Diocesan
Education

Catholic schools are a
ministry of the parish and
exist to serve the families in
the parish. Our diocesan
schools continue to grow in
their capacity to teach stu-
dents with disabilities or
who speak another lan-
guage. Most of our schools
welcome families who are
not Catholic, but seek a safe
and personal education for
their child in a Christ-cen-
tered environment. The Indi-
ana School CHOICE pro-
gram also provides for fami-
lies who may struggle finan-
cially but believe in the mis-
sion of Catholic schools.

Many of the diocesan
Catholic schools will be hav-
ing open houses during
Catholic Schools Week or
later in the spring and all of
them welcome your phone
calls and inquiries. Check
out our diocesan schools at
the Web address above and
take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to speak to a school
administrator or pastor
about your unique circum-
stances.

We’re very proud of our
5,000 Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana Catholic school
students and the nearly 400
teachers and administrators
who share their faith and
professional expertise with
them. Journey with us as we
#TakeFaith everywhere we
go this year!

Dr. Peg Dispenzieri is super-
intendent of Catholic schools in
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Read an interesting article? Share it with a friend!

LAKE FRONT
HOUSE RENTAL

3,000 sq. ft. w/Lg Deck, Dock 
on Lake Webster, Northern IN -

5BR/5BA + 2 Bunk Rms, 
AC, Lg. Living Area, Wash/Dry, 

Cable/Internet

Call Bob for info
317-496-3200

Change of address?
Send it to us at 

moment@dol-in.org!

PART-TIME SECRETARY
St. John Vianney Catholic Church, Fishers, is accepting
resumes for a part-time secretary. Hours are Noon - 5 pm M-F.
The candidate should be a practicing Catholic, enjoy working
with people, detail oriented and a skill set that includes a
Microsoft office competency. E-mail your resume to Larry
Kunkel, lkunkel@sjvfishers.com. 

Associate Superintendent
of Catholic Schools

The Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana is currently seeking candidates
for the position of Associate Superintendent of Catholic

Schools. This position will assist the Superintendent in the 
administration of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana. Candidates should:
• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church 
and with a working knowledge of Church doctrine, law and 
organization.
• Hold an Indiana Administrators license or its equivalent and
have at least five years of administrative or related experience.
Knowledge of project management, and strategic and operational
viability is required.
• Be familiar with curricular models and current trends in
Catholic education.
• Have strong organizational, verbal, and written 
communication skills with the ability to collaborate across 
departments.

Interested and qualified applicants should submit their 
resume, cover letter and two letters of professional reference

by February 15 to Jeanne Lausten, director of Human 
Resources, at jlausten@dol-in.org.

Peg
Dispenzieri
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Catholic Schools Week 2018

Rensselaer school savors success of ‘Happy Plate’ program
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

RENSSELAER — St.
Augustine School has been
seeing a lot of empty plates
at lunch. Students who eat
all their lunch are members
of the “Happy Plate” club.

It started when Principal
Bruce Schooler was on lunch
duty.

“I was witnessing a lot of
wasted food in the trash,” he
said. 

One day, a student
walked by Schooler and Juli
Simmons, school secretary,
with a big smile and said, “I
have a happy plate.”

“We asked what that
meant, and were told, ‘I ate
everything on my plate,’”
Schooler said. “What a reve-
lation! A student was proud
of having a clean plate.

“The next day at lunch, I
asked for a show of hands
from anyone who had fin-
ished their lunch,” he said. “I
told them that’s a ‘Happy
Plate.’”  

The idea caught on like
wildfire. 

With 86 students in grades
kindergarten through five,
Schooler said perhaps five
children used to eat all their

food. Once they
heard about
Happy Plates,
the number
jumped to 30,
then 50, then 70
clean plates.

At the next
staff meeting,
Simmons had
the idea for
every class to
decorate a paper
plate and hang it
up. On the back
of each plate is a
form to record
the number of
Happy Plates in
each grade each
day. Since each
grade has a dif-
ferent number of
students, the
numbers are
averaged to find
a winning grade
every two
weeks. 

Winners get
rewards such as
eating lunch
with Schooler or
having him
teach their gym class for a
day. 

“It’s not like we are forced
to eat our food now,” said

fifth-grader Jacob Lucas.
“They encourage us to eat
more of what we have for
lunch and try different

things that are
healthy for us. I
think we should
keep the Happy
Plate program
going because it
helps all of us eat
healthy. Plus, I
like the idea of
an extra recess
period or gym
class if our class
earns the most
Happy Plates.”

“Since we
started the
Happy Plate
program, I don’t
see kids throw-
ing away good
food anymore,”
said first-grader
Taylor Weems. “I
think they are
bringing better
things for them
to eat from
home, too. There
is a lot more eat-
ing and a lot less
noise too at
lunch. I like
lunch much bet-
ter now.”

“Almost every student is
making an earnest attempt,”
Schooler said. “We get to
where entire tables have

Happy Plates. 
“Our teachers took this

idea and ran,” he said. “We
have incorporated a lot of
math, figuring out the aver-
ages and mean number of
Happy Plates. Kids have
really taken ownership of
the program.”

Students have gone on to
start other programs, finding
grants for an anti-bullying
program and an art club.  

“This has really had an
impact on attitudes and
behaviors,” Schooler said.
“Teachable moments rise up
out of nowhere. We have the
greatest kids and I like to
give them latitude to imple-
ment their own ideas. I am
really excited — this is how
things should happen — not
just from the top down. It’s
our school.”

“I am pleased and proud
of our children and how they
have responded in such a
positive way to the Happy
Plate program,” Simmons
said. “What started out sim-
ply as a catchphrase has
turned into a comprehensive
program that witnesses chil-
dren eating healthy, encour-
aging one another, and pay-
ing more attention to their
dietary habits.”

Is God 
calling you 

to religious life?

Young men and women 
considering religious life
may contact diocesan

vocations director 
Father David Hasser.

E-mail:
office@priestforever.org

or
fr.dhasser@dol-in.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.dol-in.org/

vocations

Learn more about what’s happening 
in the Lafayette diocese at www.dol-in.org

We’re Saving a Seat for You.

PLEASE JOIN US
ON SUNDAY

Diocesan Development Director

We are currently seeking candidates for the position of 
Diocesan Development Director at our Chancery office in
Lafayette, Ind. The Diocesan Development Director leads all
stewardship and development activities for the central 
administration of the diocese. 

Essential duties of this role include creating a long-term plan
for diocesan-level giving, including potentially new or modified
annual and biennial giving programs, plus capital campaign
and parish-level stewardship programs. 

The incumbent will oversee all current development programs,
such as Fruitful Harvest and the Seminarian Appeal, while 
exploring process improvements. This individual will also serve
as a lead staff person on the Board of Directors of the
Lafayette Diocesan Foundation, Inc., coordinating the activities
of the Foundation and the Board, including administering funds,
creating and maintaining endowments and creating the 
Foundation’s annual report.

Qualified candidates should possess a bachelor’s degree in an
area of public administration, marketing, communication, 
philanthropy or related field and five years’ experience in 
non-profit fund raising, development or related area. Strong
communication, public speaking and public relations skills are
needed, along with excellent organizational development and
analytical skills. Blackbaud NXT experience preferred.

To apply, please send resume and cover letter to Jeanne
Lausten, Director of Human Resources, at jlausten@dol-in.org.

Erica Markiewicz
Registered 

Representative

Member FINRA & SIPC

• Investment Accounts
• Long Term Care 

Insurance
• Estate Planning
• Conservative Portfolios
Peru Office
16 N. Miami St.
765-473-7211

Get the financial help you deserve

Marion Office
328 S. Norton St.
765-664-4228

LAKE WAWASEE
Oakwood Park

Vacation home for rent
3 bdrm, 3 ba, 

sleeps 12, Central AC

For more info, 
call Tina

765-376-9623

The “Happy Plate” program “helps all of us eat
healthy,” fifth-grader Jacob Lucas said. (Photo 
provided)
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Catholic Schools Week 2018

‘Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

Since 1974, the National
Catholic Education Associa-
tion has sponsored Catholic
Schools Week, an annual cel-
ebration of Catholic educa-
tion in the United States. 

The Lafayette diocese’s 17
schools have planned special
activities for the week, Jan.
28-Feb. 3. 

This year’s theme is
“Catholic Schools: Learn.
Serve. Lead. Succeed.”

A sampling of each
school’s activities follows:

St. Mary School
Alexandria

(Grades Pre K-8)

On Jan. 28, students will
wear their new school T-
shirts to Mass. An open
house will follow. Parents
can vote for the Class Door
War and there will be a Sci-
ence Fair exhibit. Students
will write thank you letters
to community leaders on
Jan. 29. On Feb. 2, a school-
wide St. Mary family tree
will be created.

Holy Cross School
Anderson

(Grades Preschool-8) 

Jan. 29 will be Communi-
ty Day. Pre-kindergarten and
first-grade students will dec-
orate cookies for firefighters
and police officers; second-
through eighth-grade stu-
dents will make cards for
parish members in the ser-
vice and parish shut-ins. Stu-
dent day will be Jan. 30,
when grades 2-5 will buddy
up with younger students
and all will see a movie in
the afternoon. Feb. 1 will be
Vocation Day, with Eucharis-
tic adoration for pre-kinder-
garten through first grade
and a living rosary for
grades 2-8. 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
School 
Carmel

(Grades K-8) 

All week there will be
Catholic School Trivia on the
morning announcements.
On Jan. 29, students will
write letters to thank people
in the community who are
part of the parish. An open
house will be held on Jan. 31.
On Feb. 1, fifth-graders will
attend a Vocations Mass at

Guerin Catholic High
School. On Feb. 4, there will
be a family skating party at
Arctic Zone.  

St. Louis de Montfort
School 
Fishers

(Grades Pre K-8)

Coin wars will take place
all week to benefit the Sally
Burton Food Pantry at the
parish, and there will be a
service project benefiting the
Lord’s Pantry in Indianapo-
lis: “Super Bowl Party Bags.”
Students will celebrate voca-
tions on Feb. 1 by attending a
Vocations Mass at Guerin
Catholic High School. On
Feb. 2, family groups will
meet and pray one decade of
the rosary. They also will
work together to make
posters showing what they
love about St. Louis de Mont-
fort and enjoy a snack.

Sacred Heart School
Fowler

(Grades Preschool-6) 

On Jan. 28, there will be a
student-led Mass, with
doughnuts served afterward.
Jan. 29 will be favorite sports
team apparel day, with a
spelling bee for grades 4-6.

Students will eat a picnic
lunch on Jan. 30, sitting on
blankets in the gym and play-
ing games. A Religion Bowl
will follow. On Feb. 2, there
will be an all-school Mass
with families invited to
attend. Students will watch a
movie in the afternoon.

Sts. Joan of Arc and Patrick
School 

Kokomo 
(Grades Preschool-8)

On Jan. 29, “jar wars” will
begin at St. Joan of Arc and
fund raising at St. Patrick
with the goal of sending
Haitian children to the
parish-sponsored Haitian
school. There will be a
Divine Mercy Chaplet at St.
Patrick. Students will dress
as a career/vocation of inter-
est on Jan. 30 and there will
be career presentations. The
theme on Feb. 1 will be “Let
Your Inner Faith Show in
Your Outer Actions.” Stu-
dents can wear clothing
backwards or inside out. 

Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School

Lafayette
(Grades 7-12)

On Jan. 29, there will be a

viewing of the junior high
play, “Paper or Plastic.” The
school will renew participa-
tion in Prayer 901 — a prayer
campaign started in 2014 to
encourage students, parents,
teachers and community to
pray for students and the
entire CC community at 9:01
p.m. every day. On Jan. 31,
all Lafayette Catholic
schools will attend Mass
with Bishop Timothy Doher-
ty at Central Catholic. Feb. 1
will be Adopt a Seminarian
or Religious Day in theology
class. 

St. Boniface School 
Lafayette

(Grades 4-6)

On Jan. 29, family and
friends are invited to a
prayer service. The school
will attend “Freedom Rid-
ers” at Loeb Playhouse. On
Jan. 31, all are invited to 9
a.m. Mass at Central
Catholic. The afternoon will
feature E-Team Production
National Theatre for Chil-
dren /Duke Energy. On Feb.
2, family and friends are
invited to First Friday Mass,
with the PTO providing
lunch for faculty and staff. 
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17 Catholic schools celebrated across the diocese
St. Lawrence School

Lafayette
(Grades Preschool-6)

Jan. 30 will be DEAR
(Drop Everything and Read)
Day. Classes will be paired
up to read together in the
morning. Teachers will
roam out of their classrooms
and into another where they
will teach for 30 minutes in
the afternoon. On Jan. 31,
there will be Mass for all
area Catholic Schools at
Central Catholic. Feb. 1 will
be Rambler Rivalry-Spirit
Day. Activities all day will
lead to a class winning the
Rambler Rivalry Trophy.

St. Mary Cathedral School
Lafayette

(Grades Preschool-3)

On Jan. 27 and 28, stu-
dents will participate in all
Masses at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception by reading and
carrying the gifts. On Jan. 29,
parents will speak about
their roles in the community.
Students will create thank
you notes for community
helpers, and will reach out to
the elderly in the community
by decorating Meals on
Wheels bags and creating

messages of love and care for
nursing home and home-
bound in the parish. On Jan.
30, Tom Turpin will present
“The Orderly Cricket and
Other Delightful Tales.” 

St. Paul School 
Marion

(Grades Preschool-6)

Jan. 31 will be Celebrate
the Nation Day with an all-
school Mass, PTO pancakes
and sausage lunch, and a
Science Fair. Celebrate Voca-
tions Day will be Feb. 1,
when students can dress as
what they want to be when
they grow up. Parents are
invited to come and talk
about their jobs. Feb. 2 will
be a day to celebrate volun-
teers and staff. Students will
bring a VIP to lunch. There
will be a talent show in
McCarthy Hall.

St. Lawrence School
Muncie

(Grades K-5)

On Jan. 29, the school will
begin Service Project 1:
“Bring the Change” for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society and Service Project 2:
writing letters of thanks and
encouragement to seminari-

ans in the Lafayette diocese.
On Feb. 1, Bishop Doherty
will celebrate Mass at St.
Lawrence with St. Mary Ele-
mentary and Pope John Paul
II Middle School. On Feb. 2,
Father David Hellmann will
offer confessions. All stu-
dents will receive a free ice
cream sandwich with their
lunch. 

St. Mary Elementary
School

(Grades K-5) 
Pope John Paul II Middle

School
(Grades 6-8)

Muncie

On Jan. 26, there will be a
Catholic Schools Week Kick
Off with pep session and
games. Jan. 31 will be Crazy
Hat & Sock Day (Free Dress
Day) with Holy Angel Gift
Shop visits. On Feb. 1, there
will be Mass with Bishop
Doherty at St. Lawrence
Church. Feb. 2 will be
“Souper Bowl” Day. Stu-
dents wear their favorite
sports team jersey and
jeans, and bring a can of
soup for the St. Vincent De
Paul food pantry. Ice cream
at lunch provided by the
PTO.

St. Theodore Guerin 
High School
Noblesville
(Grades 9-12)

On Feb. 1, there will be an
all-school Mass including
fifth-grade students from
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St.
Maria Goretti, Our Lady of
Grace and St. Louis de Mont-
fort schools.  

Our Lady of Grace School 
Noblesville

(Grades Preschool-8)

On Jan. 28, there will be
an open house for prospec-
tive new families. Everyone
wears Our Lady of Grace
spirit wear on Jan. 29 and
there will be a students vs.
staff volleyball game. All are
asked to bring in breakfast
items for the St. Vincent de
Paul food pantry. On Feb. 2,
students are asked to bring
in a can of soup for the food
pantry and money to pur-
chase a bake sale item to
support Monthly Grace
Meals, a parish ministry.
There will be a community
chili supper/bake sale.

St. Augustine School
Rensselaer

(Grades Preschool-5)

Jan. 29 will be Remem-
brance Day. Students will
create Valentine’s Day cards
for soldiers, parish shut-ins,
and nursing home residents.
On Jan. 30, there will be a
Student Talent Show. The
school will hold a Baby
Shower for Birthright on Jan.
31, and enjoy cupcakes and
punch. Feb. 1 will be Read to
Succeed Day. Stakeholders
from the school community
will read to classes through-
out the day, with a spelling
bee in the afternoon. 

St. Maria Goretti School
Westfield

(Grades Pre K-8) 

Jan. 29 will be Movie
Monday. Students can dress
as their favorite movie char-
acter and watch movies in
the classrooms. Feb. 1 will be
Decades Day. Students may
select a decade and dress as
that era. Fifth-graders will
attend Mass at Guerin
Catholic High School. Feb. 2
will offer morning Mass, a
PTO pizza luncheon and an
eighth-grade vs. staff volley-
ball game.
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‘Light the Spark’: CC robotics team set to host tournament
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — The
Sparks Robotics Team from
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School is
preparing to host a FIRST®
Tech Challenge Qualifying
Tournament on Feb. 10.  

Titled “Light the Spark,”
36 teams from all over Indi-
ana are registered for the
event. CC will open both of
its gymnasiums to set up
arenas and pits for visiting
teams as well as parents and
spectators.

“Hosting an event like
‘Light the Spark’ offers the
CC team a unique opportu-
nity to witness through
action to others,” said
Edward Vinarcik. He and his
wife, Carrie, serve as the
team’s parent chaperones.  

This is the CC Sparks’
fifth year with a team com-
posed of junior- and senior-
high students. After several
years of fund raising, the
team has been able to secure
equipment including a 3D
printer for use in fabricating
its robot.  

“The event will begin
with prayer, like all events at
CC,” Vinarcik said. “The
team also has a tradition of
supporting a local charity at
each competition. ‘Light the
Spark’ will be collecting
baby items for donation to
Matrix LifeCare Center.”

The event is sponsored by
FIRST® (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology), which was
founded to inspire young
people’s interest and partici-
pation in science and tech-
nology. 

Dean Kamen, the founder
of FIRST®, said the robots
are a vehicle for students to
learn important life skills.
“Kids often come in not
knowing what to expect of
the program nor of them-
selves. They leave, even after
the first season, with a
vision, with confidence, and
with a sense that they can
create their own future.”

FIRST® Robotics com-
bines the excitement of a
sport with the rigors of sci-
ence and technology. Under
strict rules and limited
resources, teams (typically
with 15 students) are chal-
lenged to raise funds, design
a “brand,” hone teamwork
skills, and build and pro-
gram a robot to run a diffi-

cult field. Volunteer profes-
sional mentors lend their
time and talent to guide each
team.

“Robotics is the full pack-
age in preparing kids for
life,” Vinarcik said. “When
people hear about a robotics
team, they often jump to the
stereotypes of techies and
computer nerds. In reality,
you need everything you
would to run any business.”

To build the robot, the
team needs a designer, a fab-
ricator, an electronics person
to wire the robot, and a pro-
gramming person.  

After the robot is
designed, someone has to
figure out what supplies to
purchase with the team’s
budget. Each team needs an
engineering notebook and
organizational skills. An
artistic member is needed to
design logos, displays and
promotional material.  

“They are building a
brand just as a company
does when it is releasing a
new product,” Vinarcik said.
“The team needs to do out-
reach which requires plan-
ning and public
speaking. They have to
fund-raise and do some
accounting. And they need
leadership and mentoring
from the more experienced
members. 

“Everyone can find a way
to contribute,” he said. “The
students are trying to learn
how to best utilize each
other’s skills.  

“As a professional, I want

to promote FIRST® because
they are developing the
future workforce of Ameri-
ca’s industry,” Vinarcik said.
“We need people on all lev-
els from management to
engineers to technicians. 

“Most kids going to pub-
lic schools only interact with
Catholic schools at sporting
events, in which students are
locked in what seems like
mortal combat to beat each
other,” he said. “There’s not
much of a chance to show
Christ’s mercy in such an
environment. In FIRST®
Robotics, the alliance forma-
tion process fosters honest
collaboration and gracious
professionalism. We, as
Catholics, actually have an
opportunity to share our
faith in practice.”

“One thing important to
FIRST® is gracious profes-
sionalism,” said Abigail
Vinarcik, junior, who
designed a brochure for the
team and helped secure
sponsor donations.

“While competing, teams
help each other out and offer
advice,” she said. “Nothing
about competition is mean
or dirty. It’s always very
polite and gracious toward
each other. If you have prob-
lems in a competition, you
can ask other teams and they
will help, even give each
other spare parts.

“We are also in charge of a
notebook that documents
everything throughout the
season,” she said. “Winning
the competitions is impor-

tant, but what is also impor-
tant is the way that you have
learned and grown as a team
and interact with other peo-
ple.”

Chinese exchange student
Ian Li said the group “is
always happy to spend time
together. It makes my life
better to be part of it. Every-
one’s always very nice to
each other, and we joke
together. But we make deci-
sions together and mostly
vote on all the designs.
Everyone has the right to
their opinion.”

Students come to meet-
ings as they can. Twelve to
15 will show up depending
on their schedules. Several
members are also on CC
sports teams. 

“These kids are dedicated
and they have mentors who
come and help — parents,
engineers and Purdue stu-
dents,” Carrie Vinarcik said.
“The team is expected to
work and raise money in the
off season.”

Businesses sponsoring the
CC team this year include
Caterpillar Inc., Purdue
FIRST® Programs, Kirby
Risk Corporation, Autom,
AFFCO, and EXCO Tech-
nologies. 

“The robot’s parts cost
several thousand dollars,
though some parts can be re-
used from year to year,”
Vinarcik said. “They com-
pete against schools of any
size. FIRST® is an interna-
tional group and Indiana has
a wonderful group with a lot

of dedicated peo-
ple.”

Junior Andrew
Ortner said the
team spends half
the year designing
and building, and
the second half is
“drive season,”
when they compete
with their robot.

The CC Sparks
face an additional
challenge because
they don’t have a
dedicated meeting
space in the school. 

“We used to work
in the school’s base-
ment, but now use a
classroom for meet-
ings,” said junior
Colin Vinarcik. “We
can’t leave equip-
ment out between
meetings, and the
robotic playing field
— which measures

18 feet by 18 feet — takes an
hour to set up.

“We find out in Septem-
ber what our goal is for our
robot. There is a game and
we have to build a robot to
play the game, so we start
designing,” he said. “On
competition day, everything
has to be wired correctly. 

“At competitions, each
team plays five times
throughout the day, which is
a lot,” Vinarcik said. “A lot
happens in two minutes and
30 seconds. Things can
break.”

The last 30 seconds of the
game, teams show off some-
thing special their robots can
do. CC Sparks designed a
claw that uses gravity to flip
over. It then picks up an idol,
drives it across the field and
sets it down. 

The top two teams at the
end of five rounds go to
finals. Each winning team
qualifies to go to state com-
petition. 

After winning last year’s
competition in Lafayette, the
CC Sparks hope to maintain
their record. 

The leading teams from
the “Light the Spark” com-
petition will qualify for the
Indiana FTC State Champi-
onship, which will be held
on Feb. 24 at Crawfordsville
High School. Top teams will
then advance to the World
Championship.  

All are welcome to attend
the local competition from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Feb. 10 at
CC.

Some of the members of CC’s Sparks Robotics Team practice with their robot. From left are Claire
Potter, Seth Potter, Li Yiheng and Drew Ortner. The CC team will host a tournament in February;
36 teams from across the state have registered for the event. (Photo provided)



The Catholic MomentJanuary 28, 2018 Page 9

(Continued from Page 1)

Deacon Jim Rush, dioce-
san ecumenical officer, orga-
nized the local prayer ser-
vice. 

Community faith leaders
participating included: Bish-
op Doherty; retired Father
Ambrose Ziegler; Deacon
Rush; Pastor Stacey Little-
field, Evangelical Covenant
Church; Associate Pastor
Joseph Seger, St. Andrew
United Methodist Church;
the Rev. Bradley Pace, St.
John’s Episcopal Church; the
Rev. Nancy Eberhard, direc-
tor of pastoral care at Uni-
versity Place; Pastor Steve
Crain, Lafayette Church of
the Brethren; Pastor Tracey
Leslie, Trinity United
Methodist Church; the Rev.
Kevin Bowers, Bethany Pres-
byterian Church; the Rev.
David Doane, Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church; the Rev.
Lisa William Hood, First
Baptist; Pastor Will Peugeot,
Our Savior Lutheran
Church; Pastor David Shock-
ey, Campus House, Purdue
University; and Jordan
Wells, Final Harvest Interna-
tional. 

“The diversity and the
beauty of the kingdom of
God is an important theme
for me personally for I have
learned and continue to
learn very much from the
broader spectrum of the
Christian church and tradi-
tion,” Pastor Littlefield said.
“We leave this place a little
bit more encouraged about
the breadth of the body of
Christ and the depth of the
fellowship that is possible

with one another.”  
The evening included

songs of praise and worship
led by an in-house band,
with readings and prayers of
petition. 

In his sermon, Pastor
Shockey said, “Unity is a
theme that is incredibly close
to my heart. In times as
divided as we are living in
today, I think it is a pertinent
subject to be talking about
and more importantly, to be
praying about this evening.

“... As I think about the
churches represented by the
leaders behind me, we see a
diversity of gifting and a
diversity of expression of the
beauty of the body of
Christ,” he said. “We have
folks who are active in the
feeding of hungry people ...
We fight for the poor and we
stand for economic justice,
fight for the oppressed and
we fight for racial equality.
We minister to the sick.
There’s Catholic hospitals in
this community and many
doctors of faith, and we
stand for protecting and
strengthening families and
single moms, and immi-

grants and prisoners, and
young people and old peo-
ple. 

“We focus our ministries
on worship and ministering
to the heart of God on prayer
and interceding on the
behalf of our city, evangeliz-
ing the lost, on teaching the
word of God, on influencing
our government for sane
policy, and for expressing
the beauty of God through
the arts,” Pastor Shockey
said. “There is a diversity of
gifting that expresses the
beauty of the immense God
that we serve. We serve a
God so big that not one of us
on our own can serve the
totality of the beauty of God.
But as we stack ourselves up
together in unity, we begin
to see a picture of the heart
of God painted over the city.
... He has given us his Holy
Spirit — the power neces-
sary for us to unified here on
earth.

“My prayer for us tonight
is that you would fix our
eyes on you, Jesus,” he said.
“That you would draw each
of these ministries, each of
these congregations, closer

to you. That Jesus, you
would be the head of our
ministries, you would be the
one who defines what we
do. That you would be the
one we are in love with and
following and serving, and
that Jesus, you would reveal
your glory to each of us.”

Rev. Bowers said the ser-
vice and week of prayer for
Christian unity are extreme-
ly important so that “we
don’t all get contained in our
own little silos and too com-
fortable in our own expres-
sions of the faith.” 

“It’s vital that we are
always reminded that we are
part of a much larger expres-

sion of faith, a much larger
body of Christ,” he said. “So
I wish more people would
participate in this event. It is
a deep and rich experience
and I am glad to be a part of
it.”

“It’s always important to
spend time nurturing rela-
tionships with other mem-
bers of the church,” Rev.
Hood said. “This is my first
year in Lafayette. I’ve never
been to a service like this. It’s
wonderful to be able to share
the enormous things we
have in common, instead of
dwelling on what separates
us. I’m honored to be part of
this.”

‘My prayer for us tonight: Fix our eyes on you, Jesus’

“In times as divided as we are living in today, I think
(unity) is a pertinent subject to be talking about and more
importantly, to be praying about ....,” Pastor David Shock-
ey said in his sermon. (Photos by Caroline B. Mooney)

The Jan. 16 prayer service in Lafayette included
songs of praise and worship, readings, prayers
of petition and a sermon. Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty (above) was among those participating
in the event. 
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ministers and
ministries,
including
“Capacity of
Priests,” “Capaci-
ty of Parish and
Chancery Staff,”
“Financial Litera-
cy of Seminari-
ans” and the
need for a “Min-
isterial Excellence
Fund” to assist
with seminarian
student debt and
emergency finan-
cial needs of
priests and lay
staff.

Bishop Doher-
ty said the
wheels are cur-
rently in motion
to put the grant
to good use,
which will not
only benefit the
priests of the dio-
cese, but also the
laity and parish-
ioners.

“We are
extremely grate-
ful that Lilly
Endowment Inc.
invested its time and
resources in assisting our
efforts to strengthen our dio-
cese,” Bishop Doherty said.

“Now, we are ready to
begin the work of educating
and improving ourselves,
following the recommenda-
tions and programs set forth,
which will help us establish
clear and consistent best
practices across the diocese.”

Father Dudzinski said the
grant identified the desire
and need for continuing
educational opportunities
for diocesan priests, in addi-
tion to fiscal management
for parishes, fund raising,
personal finance and general
management.

“Our goal is to make sure
our priests will learn the
basics of parish fiscal and
operational management, in
addition to managing their
own personal finances,”
Father Dudzinski said. 

Slack said the proposal
also noted that lay staff at
the parish and chancery lev-
els have much the same con-
tinuing education needs as
the priests, but with a
greater emphasis on person-
al finance proficiency.  

“We hope to include gen-
eral personal finance train-
ing, financial planning and

retirement planning assis-
tance, in addition to retire-
ment savings instruments,
including a diocese-wide
403(b) plan,” he said.

Father Dudzinski also
noted the need for address-
ing the existing student debt
of seminarians, sustaining
future funding of seminarian
scholarships, and develop-
ing funds will all be major
priorities that were outlined
in the grant.

Headquartered in Indi-
anapolis, Lilly Endowment
Inc. is the largest private
family foundation in the
United States and is a sepa-
rate entity from the Eli Lilly
and Company pharmaceuti-
cal firm. 

Lilly Endowment Inc. has
historically focused on three
primary grant areas: com-
munity development, educa-
tion and Christianity. 

Sandi Patel, project coor-
dinator for the diocese, is
assisting the effort to imple-
ment and execute the provi-
sions of the grant. She said
research has demonstrated
that faith-filled communities
are stronger and more stable,
which contribute to the over-
all strength of the country
and the national electorate. 

“It is the endowment’s

goal to provide funding for
efforts which encourage,
support and educate a new
generation of talented pas-
tors, and also to strengthen
current pastors in their
capacities for excellence in
ministry,” Patel said.

The Archdiocese of Indi-
anapolis received a similar
grant, in addition to the
Archdiocese of Chicago and
the Archdiocese of
Louisville, which make a
total of four neighboring
cohorts. Lilly Endowment
Inc. also has benefitted other
Christian communities,
including Disciples of
Christ, Lutherans, Baptists
and Greek Orthodox. 

“Our program is much
like the Archdiocese of Indi-
anapolis, which also is using
the programs which include
the Pastor’s Toolbox, the
Mini Toolbox for lay leaders,
and Leadership 360,” she
added.

Administrative tasks, par-
ticularly involving human
resources, were identified as
one of the most pressing
challenges for diocesan
priests. The “Pastor’s Tool-
box and Mini Toolbox” are
references to management
skills for parish leadership
with regard to best practices

in the overall administration
of a parish, despite changes
in leadership. 

“Leadership 360” is an
assessment tool that allows
leaders to receive feedback
on their influence and effec-
tiveness with new colleagues
and staff. 

The priests of the deaner-
ies and the directors in cen-
tral administration of Bishop
Doherty’s office are current-
ly participating in the “Lead-
ership 360” exercises.

Bishop Doherty said one
of the greatest measures of
success will be when the
priests in active ministry
have gone through the pro-
grams, particularly those
that fit their specific needs.

“Our priests are trained to
minister, to give homilies, to
care for the sick and the
poor, which are all very
important aspects of their
ministry and that takes
much of their time in the
seminary,” Bishop Doherty
said. 

“They don’t often get that
training in writing job
descriptions and hiring and
firing the right people who
match the job description.

“With an effective team,
the pastor doesn’t have to
get enmeshed in all the

details, and can focus on
what he does best — take
care of his parish people,”
Bishop Doherty said. 

The National Leadership
Roundtable on Church Man-
agement is assisting the
Lafayette diocese to help it
achieve its objectives for pro-
moting best practices and
accountability. 

In partnership with the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB),
the Leadership Roundtable
has worked with the Stan-
dards for Excellence Insti-
tute, the Center for Creative
Leadership, Seton Hall Uni-
versity, and the St. Thomas
More Chapel and Center at
Yale University. 

More information about
the National Leadership
Roundtable on Church Man-
agement is available at:
https://leadershipround
table.org/

The Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana spans 9,832 square
miles, extends from Illinois to
Ohio and includes 24 counties,
61 parishes and 17 schools. The
area serves more than 100,000
Catholics with 71 incardinated
priests, eight religious order
priests, and 18 permanent dea-
cons actively engaged in min-
istry. 

A new year, a new beginning for the Lafayette diocese

 

CENTRADeMotte

NTRAL TIME -

NTRAL TIME -

NTRAL TIME - C
ENTRAL

AL TIM

ee ee
akee Riv

Kankakee River

231

 

L TIM

ME - C
ENEENTNT

TIM

ME - C
EN

TIM

ME - CEN

L TIML TIML T

NT

 

yMMM yMMoonnt rreyyMontereyMoonntteerreeyy

 

31

    

CENLake Vil- CELake Vil

ME -NEWTO

L TIME - C
E

NTRA

CENT

ME - C
ENTR

AL TIME -

NTRNT

MEME

L TL T

NTRAL T

41  

E
R

MEME

NTRAL TIME

NTRAL TIME
EN
Rensse

CEON- CEON
 - 

ME

- CE

ME - CENTRA

n

AL TIME - C
ENTRA

ME - CEN

NTR

NTRAL TI

CENTRAL TIM

NTRA
E
ensselaRensse

JASL TIME - 

Nlagelage

ne
IME

AAL

231

RReennssssse

 

L T
SPER

r

RA

- CENTRAelaer
RAL TIME -

ENTRA
ENTRA

TIMIM

E -E -

NTRAL TIM

Aaerela

P

421

eelaae
Francesvil

 

yeyreyrtetentoMMontereyMonterey

PULASKI 35
ontereyyontereyMMoonnttterrereyyy

le

Winamac

Pulaski

yMoonntteerreeyy

 FULTON

31

Kewanna

Rochester
 

1

 OU

CARMEL - FO
 

A
UR PARISH COMMU

OWLER - LAFAYYET

LEGEN

 UNITIES BY DEANER

TTE - LOGANSPOR

ND

 RRYY

RT - MUNCIE
 

CECECECE

L TIME - C
E

AL T

CENTRAL T
RARTRNNCC

52

LALAALRA

ME

O
IS

41

Ear

 

ENTR
ENTR

TIME - C
ENTRAL TIM

ME - CE

L TIME 

T

NTRAL TIME -giRe
AL TIMRemingtonRemingtonIMn E -E -E - CE

E - CE

E
RA

E

L TIMemingtonRemingtonemington

ME - CENTR

231

24

ReemmmiminnngnggttotooonnRememminnnggttoonn

rl Park

65

 

NTRA
NTRA

- C

NTRA

oo

W
421

MonticelloMonticelloMontntticecello

 

WHITE

24

 

CASS35

35

Logansport

 

MIAMI
24

Peru

 

AHIGHW

OR

ATSTAATTE LINE

COUNTY LINE

ROOAADS

WAAYY

 

P

P

ATINTERSTAATTE

PAARISH

SCHOOL

PAARISH WITH SCHO

 

OOL

 

IA
N

A
IA

N
A

IN
D

IN
D

N
IL

LI
N

O
IN

D
IA

N
A 41

DunningtDunningtDunninngtgt

Ear

 

OOOO

W

BENTON

WeWees

52tontontoton

OtterbeinOtterbeinOOtttteterrbbein

rl Park

Fowler

Wes

 

afayafayff

sst LLaafafaayeyeetttete

LafayetteLafayetteLaLafafafayayeyetettttete

231

st Lafayette

 

CARROL
421

Delphi

 

LL

3
Kokom

 

HOWARD5

31

mo

26

 

CC

GRANT

35

Marion

Gas CGas CGaas C

 

CC BLACKFOCityCityCCitityty

ST

 

ORD JAY

. JOSEPH RETREAT ATT AN

 

II

Trinity

I

ND CONFERENCE CENT

 

TER

 

W

A

WARREN

T

WWees

41

Wes

Attica

 

TIPPECANOE

stt LaLaffayayyetettttete

231

52

st Lafayette

 

C

421

Frankfort

65

26

 

LINTON

421

 

TIPTON

Tipton

26

 

3

6

 

DELAWARE
35

35

MuncieMuncieMunnccie

69

 

Dunkirk

RANDOLPH

27

U

rkkDDDuunnnkDunkirk

 

IA
N

A
IA

N
A

Union City

N
D

N
D

O
H

IO
AA

Union Citynion Cityniioonn CCittyyyUnion City

N
D

IA
N

A

  

136

 

ngtonngtonooCovingtonCovingtonCoCovovvinngtgtoton

FOUNTAIN

41

74

 

MONTGOMERYMONTGOMERYMONTGTGOMERYRY

136

231

 

52

65

 

ZZ

HHH

ZionsvilleZionsvilleZZionssvville

BOONE

421

Lebanon

 

AMILTONAMILTONHAHAAMILTLTOTON

NoblesvilleNoblesvilleNobleesvsvville

hhFFi h

31

Cicero

Carmel 69

 

MADISON

9

 

35

 

36

Winchester

    

231

 

ZionsvZionsvZZionsvvville

74

INDIAIA

 

NAPNAPAA

FishersFishersFFisshersrs

465465 70

AANANAAPPOLIS

 

0

          



The Catholic MomentPage 12 January 28, 2018

HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Rummage sale
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will hold
a rummage sale from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, and
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan.
27, in the parish hall. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the
parish’s Haiti mission. All
are welcome to attend. The
parish is located at 1870 W.
Oak St. in Zionsville.

“How-To Festival”
WEST LAFAYETTE — St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish will
host its sixth annual “How-
To Festival” from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27. A
variety of presenters will
give talks on topics ranging
from how to waltz to wine
making. All are invited to
attend and learn new skills
they may be interested in. A
schedule of presentations
will be posted on the
parish’s Web site —
www.boilercatholics.org —
before the day of the festi-
val. Members of the parish’s
spring break mission trips
also will be providing lunch
in order to raise funds for
their trip expenses. All are
welcome to attend.

Chili supper
CICERO — Knights of
Columbus Council 14476
will hold a chili supper at
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27,
at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish. Proceeds from the
supper will help support a
local seminarian in the dio-
cese. The fund-raiser is part
of RSVP — Refund Support
Vocations Program — that
allows councils and assem-
blies to “adopt” one or more
seminarians or postulants
and provide them with
financial assistance and
moral support. The Jan. 27
chili supper is open to the
community. Free-will offer-
ings will be accepted. All
are invited to attend.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a gathering of the Cursillo
community, at 7 p.m. Satur-

day, Jan. 27, in the lower
level of the parish hall at St.
Lawrence Parish. All Cursil-
listas and friends are wel-
come to attend. Those
attending are asked to bring
a snack or beverage to
share. For more information,
contact Jeff and Marlene Jar-
boe at 765-567-2216 or
jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

“The JoyPowered Family”
CARMEL — Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish will host
a presentation on “The Joy
Powered Family” from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
27, in the parish hall. Pre-
senters will be JoDee Curtis
and Denise McGonigal,
authors of the book “The
JoyPowered Family.” Fami-
lies are invited to attend and
bring a snack to share
before or after the presenta-
tion. A book-signing also
will follow the presentation.

Spaghetti dinner/Lafayette
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Fourth-Degree
Knights of Columbus will
host their fifth annual
spaghetti dinner from 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28, at
St. Ann Parish. Proceeds
from the event will benefit
the Knights’ annual college

scholarship(s) for high-
school seniors of the
Catholic faith. Over the past
four years, the event has
helped provide more than
$8,000 to assist local stu-
dents in continuing their
education. Tickets will be
sold after weekend Masses
on Jan. 27-28; cost in
advance is $8 for adults, $6
for children and $20 for
families. Tickets sold at the
door will be $10 for adults,
$7 for children and $25 for
families. Meals will include
spaghetti, salad, bread and
beverages. Raffle tickets also
will be available for a 55-
inch LG UHD 4K Smart TV;
raffle tickets are $5 each. For
more information, call
Glenn Blahnik at 765-479-
4383. All are welcome.

Euchre night
FISHERS — All men and
women of the Lafayette dio-
cese ages 18 and older are
invited to attend a euchre
night on Monday evening,
Jan. 29, in Craig Willy Hall
on the campus of St. Louis
de Montfort Parish, 11441
Hague Road. Sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus of
Carmel, Fishers and
Noblesville, the event will
benefit the Women’s Care
Center located at 4901 W.
86th St., Indianapolis. (The
center, located next to
Planned Parenthood, pro-
vides free, confidential coun-
seling, support and educa-
tion to women facing
unplanned pregnancies.)
Doors will open at 6 p.m. for
euchre night, with play
beginning at 7 p.m. Cost is
$10 per person, which
includes euchre, chili and
lemonade; other food and
beverages, including beer
and wine, will be available
for purchase. Cash prizes
will be awarded to winners;
net proceeds will be donated
to the Women’s Care Center.

Latin Mass
CRAWFORDSVILLE — All
are invited to attend a Tradi-
tional Latin Mass at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, in the
Pioneer Chapel at Wabash
College, 301 W. Wabash
Ave. The evening is being
hosted by the Wabash New-
man Catholic Club and Una
Voce Lafayette. For more
information, contact Jacob
Miller at jmmiller19@
wabash.edu. 

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-

ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Spaghetti dinner/Oxford
OXFORD — Knights of
Columbus Council 9400
(Oxford-Otterbein) will
sponsor a spaghetti dinner
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 2, in St. Patrick’s
parish hall, located next to
the church in Oxford. Meals
will include all-you-care-to-
eat homemade spaghetti,
salads, garlic bread, home-
made desserts and bever-
ages. Cost is $8 for adults,
$5 for children ages 4 to 12,
free for children ages 3 and
younger, and $25 for fami-
lies. For more information,
call Jim May at 765-583-
2148 or Glen Hardebeck at
765-491-1226. All are wel-
come to attend.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

“Song of Hope” 
dinner and concert
LAFAYETTE — The Purdue
University Varsity Glee
Club will present a full
musical program featuring
both sacred and secular
music at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 3, at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. A dinner
donated by the Shepherdess
of Harmony Farm/Buttery
Shelf Eatery will begin at 6
p.m. Proceeds from the
evening will fund projects
in Haiti. Cost is $35 per per-
son for the dinner and con-
cert. Tickets for the concert
only are $20 per person;
concert-only tickets will be
available at the door. To
reserve tickets, send request
and payment to: St. Mary
Haiti Fund, 1212 South St.,
Lafayette, IN 47904. For
more information, contact

Jeff Newell at 765-430-0642
or jjnewell55@aol.com. All
are invited to attend.

“The Gospel of Mark:
Afraid”
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Parish invites all to attend a
presentation by Frank Run-
yeon on “The Gospel of
Mark: Afraid” at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7, in the
church. Runyeon has
starred in more than 1,000
television shows over the
past 20 years. An honors
graduate of General Theo-
logical Seminary and
Princeton University, he has
won national acclaim for his
work as a translator and
performer of biblical texts
over the past 25 years. For
more information, visit the
Web site at www.frank
runyeon.com.

Mystery dinner 
and auction
MUNCIE — “Murder at
Curst Mansion,” the fourth
annual mystery dinner and
auction to benefit St.
Lawrence School, will be
held on Friday evening,
Feb. 9, at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 3600 W.
Purdue Ave. Light refresh-
ments and auction will
begin at 5:30 p.m.; dinner
will begin at 7 p.m. Cost is
$45 per person or $300 for a
table of eight. Visit
stlawrencemuncie.org for
more information.

Grief support meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
offer a grief support meeting
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15, in the
Bishop Bennett Room. This
is a time to join others in
prayer and reflection as
loved ones are remembered.
Those attending are wel-
come, but not required, to
share their stories. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Family fish fry/Fowler
FOWLER — All are invited
to attend the Sacred Heart
family fish fry from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, in the Sacred Heart
School gym. The menu will
include fish, cheesy pota-
toes, applesauce, coleslaw,
bread and butter, and
desserts. Cost is $10 for
adults, $5 for children ages
6 to 12 and free for children
ages 5 and younger. Carry-
outs will be available.

Kids’ Page on Page 20
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“Diabetes: Doing 
Better Together”
LAFAYETTE — Franciscan
Healthy Living Center will
host “Diabetes: Doing Better
Together” in 2018, with the
first meeting scheduled
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 13, at the center.
The topic will be “Take
Valentine’s Day to Heart”;
participants will learn exer-
cise for a healthy heart. The
group will continue to meet
on the second Tuesday of
each month. Each meeting is
open to all patients, commu-
nity members who have
diabetes, family members
and friends. All meetings
are free. Registration for
each meeting is requested
by calling the center at 765-
428-5850 or by visiting 
FranciscanHealth.org. The
Franciscan Healthy Living
Center is located in the
lower level of the Lafayette
Heart Institute, 1116 N. 16th
St.

Lenten fish fries/Cicero
CICERO — Knights of
Columbus Council 14476
will host four Lenten fish
fries in February and March
at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish. The fish fries will be
held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. on Feb. 16 and 23 and
March 2 and 9. This year’s
events will feature a drive-
through option, with meals
of fried fish, French fries,
coleslaw, hush puppies and
a cookie for $7. Those who
dine in will have an all-you-
care-to-eat buffet of choices
for a free-will offering. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the
Knights’ general fund for
future charitable considera-
tions. All are welcome to
attend. 

Fish fry/Muncie
MUNCIE — A “Dan’s Fish
Fry” will be held from 4:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Feb.
23, at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall in Muncie. Chicken
also will be available. Cost
is $10 per person for those
ages 13 and older, $8 for
children ages 6 to 12 and
free for children ages 5 and
younger. Proceeds will ben-
efit St. Lawrence Catholic
School in Muncie, as well as
St. Aloysius Gonzaga
Catholic School in Nairobi,
Kenya. All are invited.

The O’Connor House
“Celebration of Life”
CARMEL — The O’Connor
House will host its annual
“Celebration of Life” event
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24,
at the historic Lindley Farm-
stead at Chatham Hills. The
event is open to the public
and all are welcome to
attend and support life
while enjoying a casual and
fun evening. The event will
include top local cuisine
from chefs and restaurants
around town, wine and
cocktail sips, a one-of-a-kind
“foodie” silent auction and
special O’Connor House
moments. Online registra-
tion is available at
www.theoconnorhouse.org.
For more details, visit the
Web site or contact Nancy
Imhoff at 317-385-0699 or
nimhoff@theoconnorhouse.
org. The O’Connor House is
a home that provides shel-
ter, food, clothing, counsel-
ing and other support to
homeless pregnant women
and their children.

Multicultural Festival
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Catholic schools
will host their third annual

Multicultural Festival from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, at Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School,
2410 S. Ninth St. The cele-
bration of the fullness of
culture and diversity in the
community will include
dance performances, ethnic
food booths, country
“expos” and more.

Adult Scouter Awards
Nominations are now being
accepted by the Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting for Girl Scout and
Boy Scout Adult Scouter
Awards. The awards are
presented to adults working
with youth on their Scout
religious awards for two or
more years. Nomination
forms may be obtained
from Trudie Wanchow,
DCCS awards chair, at 
stvbeth@att.net or Steve
Chatot at bigbear96@
comcast.net. All nomina-
tions and required letters
must be received by March
15. Award winners will
receive their awards from
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
at the annual Bishop’s Din-
ner on April 28.

Scout retreat
MUNCIE — The Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting invites all Scouts
to a “Close Encounters with
God” retreat from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, March 17,
in St. Mary Parish’s Noll
Hall. All Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, of all ages, are
welcome to attend. The
theme for the day will be
“The Glorious Mysteries.”
The retreat will include
games, prayers, stories, a
craft and Mass. Cost is $5
per Scout; there is no charge
for accompanying adults.

Those attending are asked
to bring a sack lunch; bever-
ages will be provided. For
more information, e-mail
Steve Chatot at bigbear96@
comcast.net or call 765-286-
5093.

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Fea-
tured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nation-
ally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with reg-
istration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the
opportunity for adoration
and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass

will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registra-
tion is now under way.
Early bird registration price
of $15 has been extended.
Final registration deadline
will be March 11. To register,
call 765-654-5796, visit the
Web site at saintmarys
frankfort.org or e-mail
stmaryfrankfort@gmail.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Those wishing to make a
first-time (or another) week-
end may apply at
www.wwme.org. Upcoming
weekends to be held in Indi-
anapolis include April 27-
29. 

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Melvin B. Jensen, 88, died Jan. 13. He was a
member of Holy Family in Gas City.

Dorothy Metzeger, 89, died Jan. 18. She was a
member of St. Mary in Anderson.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Middle-school students invited to ‘Encounter’ on Feb. 3
CARMEL — All sixth-,

seventh- and eighth-grade
students are invited to
attend “Encounter,” a day-
long Catholic middle-school
event, to be held from noon
to 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Carmel. 

Registration can be com-
pleted online at encounter
2018.eventbrite.com or with
parish youth ministers.  

Teachers, catechists, youth
ministers, parents, chaper-
ones and pastors also are
invited to attend.

Sponsored by the
Lafayette diocese, the special
programming is designed to
provide young people with
opportunities to encounter
Jesus and his Church while
engaging them with a rele-
vant Gospel message.  

The day will include
dynamic speakers, keryg-
matic preaching, opportuni-
ties to enter into deep prayer
and to break away with their
parish youth groups, and a
popular rock band from
Indiana, Shiny Penny.

There also will be plenty

of opportunities for interac-
tion with other students at
different places along their
journeys to knowing Jesus,
with activities including
black light dodgeball, inflat-
ables, dinner, and assisting
in preparations for the Vigil
Mass.

Cost is $25 per person
until Jan. 31. Late registra-
tion, by Feb. 2, is $30; day-of
registration is $35.

To learn more, visit dol-
in.org/encounter.
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Above left: Guerin Catholic students hold up their signs before the start
of this year’s March for Life. Above right: Participants from Our Lady of

Mt. Carmel Parish, Carmel, included Father Derek Aaron, Louis Paiz and
his daughters Annalise, Emily and Helena Paiz.

The 45th
annual March
for Life was
held Jan. 19
in Washing-
ton, D.C. 
Hundreds of
participants
traveled from
the Lafayette
diocese to
join the
march. 
“Love Saves
Lives” was
the theme of
the 2018
event. 

(Photos by
Bob Nichols)

Left: Nancy Miller, director of accounting at St.
Theodore Guerin High School, Noblesville, pre-
pares a sign to carry during the march.
Above: Guerin Catholic seniors Marta Garcia
and Maggie Stordy display their signs.
Right: Pilgrims from Holy Spirit Parish, Fishers,
included, from left, Annabelle Bork, Rose Ray,
Frank Scarchilli and Father Coady Owens.
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Thousands of youth join in rally, prayer before Washington march
By Kelly Sankowski
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
The Capital One Arena in
Washington, which typically
hosts professional basketball
and hockey games and sold-
out concerts, was filled with
thousands of youth from
around the country who
gathered there Jan. 19 to
stand up for life.

T he Archdiocese of
Washington’s annual
Youth Rally and Mass

for Life preceded the 45th
annual March for Life mark-
ing the 1973 U.S. Supreme
Court decision that legalized
abortion.

As groups filtered into the
arena before sunrise, the
band Out of Darkness wel-
comed them with worship
music.

“It felt inspiring to me to
see a lot of Catholics come
together for something that
is important to the Church,”
said Ashley Arevalo, a stu-
dent at Don Bosco Cristo Rey
High School in Takoma Park,
Md. “It felt important to me
to be a part of it. ... We were
all created in (God’s) image.
... Everyone should be loved
for who they are, no matter
the circumstance.”

Grace Mesmer, a seventh-
grader from Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Lex-
ington Park, Md., also was
struck by seeing so many of
her peers in one place.

“I love seeing all the other
people who share the same
beliefs as me,” she said.

Washington Cardinal
Donald W. Wuerl expressed
a similar admiration for the
throng of people who joined
the rally.

“This is so, so exciting to
see this entire arena filled
with thousands and thou-
sands of young people,” he
told the Catholic Standard,
newspaper of the Washing-
ton archdiocese. “The next
generation is every bit as
committed to life as the cur-
rent generation. It tells us
that the future is very
bright.”

Emily Wilson, the event’s
master of ceremonies, re-
called her experience as a
young person feeling that it
was difficult to stand up for
her pro-life beliefs.

“In high school and col-
lege, sharing my pro-life be-
liefs was so unpopular,” she

said. “Perhaps you’ve been
mocked or ridiculed by
peers or even teachers. ...
What you go through each
and every day can be so dis-
couraging.”

Despite such difficulty,
she said, “these days it is our
opportunity to be the pro-
life generation ... to not be
afraid to stand up for the
most vulnerable.”

When the students return
to their schools and commu-
nities, Wilson said they can
find strength in “the com-
passion, the joy, the love”
they witnessed at that rally.

Keynote speaker Ryan
Bomberger told the rally
how he was conceived
through rape, but that his
mother courageously chose
life. He was adopted, and
grew up in a family with 12
siblings, of different races
and different abilities. Of the
13 kids, 10 of them were
adopted.

Growing up in this envi-
ronment taught him that “di-
versity is powerful,” he said,
but “sometimes what we
share is more powerful.”

“Everyone in this arena
has special needs ... to love
and to be loved,” he said.

Cardinal Wuerl was the
main celebrant of the Mass
and was joined by about 20
other prelates including Car-
dinal Theodore E. McCar-

rick, retired archbishop of
Washington; Auxiliary Bish-
op Roy E. Campbell Jr. of
Washington; and Cardinal
Daniel N. DiNardo of Galve-
ston-Houston, president of
the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. They were
also joined by about 200
priests from around the
country.

As he opened the Mass,
Cardinal Wuerl said the
gathering was “a very dra-
matic manifestation of the
new evangelization,” which
is “the call to be confident in
our faith and invite others to
join us.”

Archbishop Christophe
Pierre, apostolic nuncio to
the United States, read a
message from Pope Francis
that offered a warm greeting
to attendees and assured
them of his closeness in
prayer. 

Father Martino Choi, the
parochial vicar of St. Patrick
Parish in Rockville, Md., was
the homilist at the Mass. 

Like Bomberger, he is
alive because of his mother’s
courageous choice to em-
brace life.

When his mother was
pregnant with him, the doc-
tor said that he would be
born with birth defects and
only have a year to live, so
he encouraged her to have
an abortion, Father Choi

said, adding that she chose
to carry him to term instead.

It was not that his parents
were capable of “superhu-
man love” that made this
possible, said Father Choi,
but “what they had was
faith.”

“They recognized this life
is a gift from God,” he said.
“They recognized that every

human life is loved
by God.”

Noting the 60 mil-
lion babies that have
been aborted in the
United States since
the Supreme Court
ruling, Father Choi
said it is impossible
to know what they
would have become.

“Every life has a
role to play in mak-
ing God’s love
known,” he said.

During the offer-
tory, four students
with special needs
served as the gift
bearers.

After the Mass,
many of the atten-
dees joined the
March for Life,
walking up Consti-
tution Avenue to the
Supreme Court and
U.S. Capitol, wit-
nessing to the digni-
ty of life.

“God has blessed
me to be here today
and to be a witness,”

said Victoria Cole, an eighth-
grade student at St. Colum-
ba.

“I think everyone should
have a chance at life,” said
Amaka Chukwura, another
eighth-grader at St. Columba.
“I don’t think it’s right to take
away someone’s life without
giving them the opportunity
to live a good one.”

Thousands of youth from across the nation attend a rally and Mass at the Capital One Arena in
Washington before the March for Life. (Photos by Bob Nichols)

Students from St. Theodore Guerin High School, No-
blesville, kneel during the Mass for Life celebrated at the
Capital One Arena. 
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