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Bill would

restore access

to professional

licenses for

‘Dreamers’

By Brigid Curtis Ayer
For The Catholic Moment

INDIANAPOLIS — A bill
to restore the ability of
“Dreamers” to obtain pro-
fessional licenses in Indiana
passed the House March 5,
on an 88-8 vote. 

The Senate was expected
to concur on the bill before
the Indiana General Assem-
bly adjourned on March 14. 

The Indiana Catholic
Conference (ICC) supported
the proposal.

The Indiana Professional
Licensing Agency, the rule-
making body for profession-
al licensing, began making
changes to its professional
licensing forms beginning in
August 2017 to conform
with a law passed in 2011 by
the Indiana General Assem-
bly which created the prob-
lem for “Dreamers.”

Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, com-
monly referred to as DACA,
established a temporary
immigration policy which

(Continued on Page 3)

At the Statehouse

Couple’s loss prompts effort to help others
By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — Carissa
and Caleb Bartholomew
faced a loss most parents
cannot bear to imagine. 

They lost their daughter,
Zoe, hours after she was
born at an Indianapolis hos-
pital. 

Despite the devastating
loss, they found comfort in
the hours after Zoe’s death
through the help of a device
known as a Cuddle Cot, a
portable cooling mat that can
be used in a crib or bassinet
to preserve the body of a
newborn who has died. 

“We were blessed to be

able to use Cuddle Cot dur-
ing our time with Zoe to pre-
serve her body so that we
could hold her, take pictures
of her, make memories with
her, and let her brothers
meet her,” Carissa
Bartholomew said. 

With the good news of the
pregnancy of their fourth
child, Carissa and Caleb
grew dismayed when they
learned the Franciscan
Health Center for Women &
Children in Lafayette, where
they planned their next
delivery, did not have a Cud-
dle Cot.

That’s when they decided
to do something big, 

(Continued on Page 8)

Caleb and Carissa Bartholomew raised funds for a Cuddle
Cot donated in memory of their daughter, Zoe. (Photo by
Jesica E. Hollinger)

Several women gathered at a recent workshop to make cards for the Sunshine
Stand at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Carmel. (Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)

‘Send a little sunshine’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — The St.
Elizabeth Seton Women’s
Club is spreading love
through the mail.

The group’s Sunshine
committee offers free
handmade cards so parish-
ioners can let others know
they care. The women even

provide postage and put
the cards in the mail.  

“The Sunshine commit-
tee has been around a long
time. We used to send
cards to parish members
who were ill or had lost a
loved one,” said Cindy
Schassberger, Women’s
Club president. “Over the
past couple years, we
wanted to update the min-

istry and started talking
about how the committee
could expand to reach
more people and include
more of our members.

“Another member, Julie
Saam, and I talked one day
about handwritten notes
becoming a lost art,” she
said. 

(Continued on Page 9)

Women’s club provides handmade cards to share caring notes
Pope clears way

for canonization

of Blesseds 

Paul VI and

Oscar Romero

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Pope Francis has cleared the
way for the canonization of
Blesseds Paul VI and Oscar
Romero.

At a meeting March 6
with Cardinal Angelo
Amato, prefect of the Con-
gregation for Saints’ Causes,
Pope Francis signed decrees
for the causes of 13 men and
women — among them a
pope, an archbishop, two
young laywomen and a
number of priests and nuns.

He recognized a miracle
attributed to Blessed Paul,
who, according to Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, Vatican secre-
tary of state, will be declared
a saint in late October at the
end of the Synod of Bishops
on youth and discernment. 

Blessed Paul, who was
born Giovanni Battista Mon-
tini, was pope from 1963 to
1978.

Pope Francis also formal-
ly signed the decree recog-
nizing the miracle needed 

(Continued on Page 4)

At the Vatican
Copyright Catholic 

News Service

Enjoy the full content 
in your weekly print 

edition.



The Catholic MomentPage 2 March 18, 2018

1) Jeremiah 31:31-34
2) Hebrews 5:7-9
3) Gospel: John 12:20-33

Monday, March 19
Solemnity of St. Joseph
1) 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-
14a, 16
2) Romans 4:13, 16-18,
22
3) Gospel: Matthew 1:16,
18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41-
51a

Tuesday, March 20
1) Numbers 21:4-9
2) Gospel: John 8:21-30

Wednesday, March 21
1) Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92,
95
2) Gospel: John 8:31-42

Thursday, March 22
1) Genesis 17:3-9
2) Gospel: John 8:51-59

Friday, March 23
1) Jeremiah 20:10-13
2) Gospel: John 10:31-42

Saturday, March 24
1) Ezekiel 37:21-28
2) Gospel: John 11:45-56

March 18
Fifth Sunday

of Lent
Cycle B Readings:
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Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after disaster strikes at home
or abroad is financial contributions to relief efforts.
Your donations can make a world of difference:
• In the United States, Catholic Charities USA provides
disaster assistance nationwide. Visit www.catholic
charitiesusa.org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic Relief Services responds to
emergencies around the world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

All single, Catholic women
ages 18 to 42 are invited to
learn more about becom-
ing a Sister of Providence
during a “Come and See”
weekend retreat on April
6-8 at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, located 10 minutes
northwest of downtown
Terre Haute. During the
retreat, participants will
have the opportunity to
deepen their prayer life,
get an inside look at the
life of the Sisters of Provi-
dence and spend time dis-
cerning where God is call-
ing them. There is no
charge to attend the
retreat, and meals and
housing will be provided.
Those interested in attend-
ing are asked to register
online at comeandsee.
sistersofprovidence.org or
by calling or texting Sister
Editha Ben, vocation direc-
tor, at 812-230-4771 or e-
mailing eben@spsmw.org.

Caitlin Smith Gilson will
present this year’s annual

Thomas
Lecture
on Phi-
losophy
and
Theolo-
gy at
Saint
Mein-
rad

Seminary and School of
Theology in St. Meinrad.
The lecture will be present-

ed at 7 p.m. CDT Thurs-
day, April 12, in St. Bede
Theater. This year’s topic
will be “Prayer, Suffering
and Self-Presence.” Smith
Gilson received her Ph.D.

in philosophy from the
Pontificia Univer-
sità della Santa
Croce in Rome,
and she is current-
ly an associate pro-
fessor of philoso-
phy at the Univer-
sity of the Holy
Cross in New
Orleans. The
Thomas Lecture is
made possible by
an endowment established
in honor of the late George
and Mary Thomas and the

late Father Kieran Conley,
OSB. The lecture
provides an oppor-
tunity for students
and faculty at Saint
Meinrad Seminary
and School of The-
ology to explore
issues in philoso-
phy and theology.
The lecture is free
and open to the
public. Parking

will be available at the St.
Bede, Guest House and
student parking lots. 

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

The Christian Mother Sodality of St. Joseph Parish, Pulaski, recently made
noodles for its upcoming chicken and noodle dinner at the parish on Palm Sunday.
Above: Brenda Gilsinger and Monica Whiteman, along with Eric Myers, a catechu-
men from St. Peter Parish, Winamac, were among those who helped make the noo-
dles. (Photo provided) 

Caitlin Smith
Gilson
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Bill would restore access to professional licenses for ‘Dreamers’

(Continued from Page 1)

allows some individuals
who entered the country as
minors to receive a renew-
able, two-year period of
deferred action from depor-
tation. It also provides eligi-
bility for a work permit.
DACA recipients are also
called “Dreamers.”

Rep. Ed Clere, R-New
Albany, said he had been
looking for a couple of
weeks to find a home
for his amendment to
fix the professional
licensing problem
negatively impacting
DACA participants in
Indiana and was
pleased to learn Sen-
ate Bill 419 could be
used as a vehicle to
add the DACA lan-
guage.

Clere’s amendment
restores an avenue to attain
professional licensing in
Indiana for “Dreamers.”

Clere said the problem for
“Dreamers’’ stems from a
2011 bill passed by the Indi-
ana General Assembly,
which pre-dated DACA.

Clere said that, for whatever
reason, the Indiana Profes-

sional Licensing
Agency did not
deny licenses to
DACA participants
from the inception
of DACA in 2012
until late last year.
In August 2017, the
agency started
changing the appli-
cation forms of all
licensed profes-
sions and complet-

ed that process by Novem-
ber 2017. 

“During that time, from
2012 until late last year,
countless DACA partici-
pants received professional
licenses and many others
have completed education
and training or are currently

enrolled with the expecta-
tion of receiving a license;
now they are ineligible
whether it’s for a new license
or a renewal,” Clere said.

He became aware of the
situation, he said, when he
heard of a young woman
who completed a two-year
training program to become
a cosmetologist, but was
denied a license when she
applied. 

“Now that she cannot
work as a cosmetologist, her
work options are limited and
not too attractive,” Clere
said. “If this problem isn’t
fixed, DACA participants
who currently hold a license
will not be able to get a
renewal and this is devastat-
ing to individuals and harm-
ful to employers who will
lose a cosmetologist, a
plumber, an engineer or a
nurse, to name a few. Indi-
ana has boxed-out these
young people — this is an
opportunity to fix that.”  

In its original form, Senate
Bill 419, authored by Sen.
Blake Doriot, R-Syracuse,
clarified that Indiana is the
licensing authority for vari-

ous professions rather than
local municipalities. Local
units of government may
require additional permits,
but not require additional
licensing. While the original
bill did not address “Dream-
ers,” it made a suitable home
for Clere’s amendment.

Gov. Eric Holcomb
weighed in on the proposal,
issuing a statement on Feb.
27 that said, “Ultimately,
Congress needs to clarify
federal immigration law
regarding DACA. But until
they act, Indiana state law
should allow DACA recipi-
ents to skill up and work
here in Indiana. While Indi-
ana’s Professional Licensing
Agency acted appropriately
and in line with what our
current laws require, I am
encouraged to see there is
legislative intent to fix this.” 

Current Indiana law
allows DACA participants to
work legally in Indiana, but
keeps them from working in
areas that require profes-
sional licensing, which Clere
says relegates them, in many
cases, to low-wage jobs.

Glenn Tebbe, executive

director of the ICC, testified
in support of the amend-
ment.

“We want to thank Rep.
Clere, who took the initiative
to add this important provi-
sion to help ‘Dreamers’ gain
access to professional licens-
ing or to renew them,” Tebbe
said. “We not only think it
will be in the best interest of
the individuals, but it really
will be benefitting all
Hoosiers by allowing these
people to take care of their
families and contribute to
the common good.”

Several other organiza-
tions testified in support of
the proposal, including the
Indianapolis Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council;
the Indianapolis and the
Indiana Chambers of Com-
merce; and the Indiana Insti-
tute for Working Families.

Since the bill was amend-
ed in the House, it was
returned to the Senate for its
final approval. 

To get an update on leg-
islative action on ICC priori-
ty bills, visit the ICC Web
site at www.indianacc.org.

At the Statehouse

Ed
Clere

Change of address?  Send it to us at moment@dol-in.org!

LAKE WAWASEE
Oakwood Park

Vacation home for rent
3 bdrm, 3 ba, 

sleeps 12, Central AC

For more info, 
call Tina

765-376-9623

Learn more
about what’s

happening in the
Lafayette diocese 
at www.dol-in.org

Get your copy of the

2018 Diocesan Directory

Contains listings of: schools, parishes, Mass schedules, priests,

seminarians, e-mail addresses & much more!

Number of directories ______ @ $15 ea. = $_______

Total enclosed $___________

Please send my directory to:

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________

State ____________     Zip __________________________________

Clip and return coupon along with your payment to: 

Directory, PO Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902-1603

Please make your check payable to the Diocese of Lafayette

Hosted by:
Joe and Denise McGonigal

Pilgrimage Spiritual Director: 
Fr. Dan Gartland, Pastor 

Holy Spirit Parish at Geist

FOR MORE INFORMATION, call our Indianapolis Reservation Team: 
(317) 581-1122   M-F, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Ireland 
Pilgrimage:
A CELEBRATION OF FAMILIES WITH FR. DAN GARTLAND

A U G U S T  1 7 - 2 7 ,  2 0 1 8

WMOF: Dublin 5 Day Ticket:

Attendance to the 3 day Congress

Guaranteed ticket for Festival of Families

Ticket for the Final Mass

Full program in the Congress venue for 
August 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 2018

Pilgrim pack, Program for WMOF2018, a 
rain cape, pilgrim badge

Daily roundtrip WMOF transfer service

3 day Dublin Rail Pass

Visit Holy Sites

Knock Shrine 

Trinitarian Monastery               

(Holy Trinity Abbey)

Daily Mass

See Ireland:

Westport

Dublin City Guided Tour

Malahide

Galway

Cliff s of Moher

Limerick

Blarney Castle

Optional Tours will be available           
for purchase while in Dublin

Papal event space is limited, 
book while spots last!
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Parish staffs take time out for annual day of renewal
By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

ZIONSVILLE — Parish
staff members from churches
across the Lafayette diocese
were asked to pause and
reflect on their positions as
spiritual directors and
builders of faith communi-
ties at a daylong event Feb.
27 at St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish.

Retreat leader Mary
Schaffner provided structure
to the 2018 Day of Renewal
for Parish Staffs on the “Four
Pillars of Christian Spiritual-
ity”: prayer and personal
morality; social justice; con-
nection to a community of
worship — the Church; and
mellowness of heart and
spirit.

“We need this as much as
anybody in the pew,” said
Schaffner, associate director
of spirituality ministries at
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat
House in Indianapolis. She
has experience as a religion
teacher, young adult minis-
ter and pastoral associate.

The day of renewal was
organized by the diocesan
Office of Catechesis, and it
included Mass and time for
personal and group reflec-
tion as well as the sessions
Schaffner presented.  

There were 22 attendees
from 11 parishes across the
diocese.

“We nourish ourselves to
be for others,” Schaffner
said, “to be a child of God
and to be for others in a
more authentic way.”

Evelyn Burton, associate
director of adult and lay for-
mation in the diocesan
Office of Catechesis, shared
a personal story wherein she
noted coworkers had
allowed “their work to
become their prayer life.”

The need to “slow down
and realize why you’re
doing what you’re doing” is
key to not losing one’s own

prayer life, agreed Carolyn
Cundiff of St. Louis de
Montfort Parish in Fishers.

Cundiff invited all to
attend upcoming Cursillo
retreats, for men and
women, in English and
Spanish, at the St. Joseph
Retreat & Conference Center
in Tipton.

Connection to a faith com-
munity is a gift to Catholics,
Schaffner said while focus-
ing on the third pillar,
explaining that “there are
different ways to find that
sense of faith community.”

“We’re not a privileged
piece” of a faith community
as parish staff members, said
Schaffner, so “it is OK to be
vulnerable ... we like people
who can be more real.”

In regards to the fourth
pillar, retreatants were asked
by Schaffner to recall that
Jesus chose to celebrate
when oftentimes anger
would have been justifiable.  

“We are called to witness
to the world, but we are also
called to celebrate, laugh,
sing and offer thanksgiv-
ing,” Schaffner read from the

handout she created on the
four pillars.

She said she wanted the
day of renewal to be “a day
that gets us pondering
more” and to not forget that
“the only final we know in
our Catholic faith is the love
of God. That’s the good
news, that’s joy.”

Schaffner challenged the
parish staff members to
return to their work with a
renewed perspective, a
stronger focus on prayer life,
and “to look for yourself in
the people you serve.”

(Continued from Page 1)

to advance the sainthood
cause of Archbishop Romero
of San Salvador, martyr.

El Salvador’s ambassador
to the Holy See, Manuel
Roberto Lopez, told Catholic
News Service March 7 that
the news of the pope’s
approval “took us by sur-
prise.”

“They told us before that
the process was going well
and that all we needed was
the approval of the miracle,
and it turns out the pope
approved it yesterday,” he
said. 

Lopez told CNS that he
was happy that Blessed
Oscar Romero’s canoniza-
tion was imminent and that
his holiness was recognized
alongside one of his earliest
supporters. 

“To see that he will be
canonized along with
(Blessed) Paul VI, who was a

great friend of Archbishop
Romero and supported his
work, is a great blessing,”
Lopez said.

The Vatican did not
announce a date for Blessed
Romero’s canonization.

The pope also recognized
the miracles needed for the
canonization of: Father
Francesco Spinelli of Italy,
founder of the Sisters Ador-
ers of the Blessed Sacrament;
Father Vincenzo Romano of

Italy; and Mother Maria
Katharina Kasper, founder
of the religious congrega-
tion, the Poor Handmaids of
Jesus Christ. 

He recognized the miracle
needed for the beatification
of Maria Felicia Guggiari
Echeverria, a Discalced
Carmelite from Paraguay
whom Pope Francis has
upheld as a model for the
youth of Paraguay. Affec-
tionately called “Chiquitun-
ga,” she died from an unex-
pected illness in 1959 at the
age of 34 before she could
make her final vows.

The pope also recognized
the martyrdom of a 16-year-
old laywoman from Slova-
kia. Anna Kolesarova, who
lived from 1928 to 1944 in
the eastern town of
Pavlovce, was murdered
during Slovakia’s occupa-
tion by the Soviet army in
World War II after refusing
sexual favors to a Russian

soldier.
In causes just beginning

their way toward sainthood,
the pope signed decrees rec-
ognizing the heroic virtues
of Polish Redemptorist
Father Bernard Lubienski,
who entered the congrega-
tion in England and then
returned to Poland to re-
found the Redemptorists
there in the 20th century, and
Sandra Sabattini, a young
Italian laywoman who was
active in helping the poor
with the Pope John XXIII
Community. She was hit by a
car and died in 1984 at the
age of 22.

The pope also recognized
the heroic virtues of Antonio
Pietro Cortinovis of the
Order of Friars Minor
Capuchin (1885-1984) and
three Italian women — two
who founded religious
orders and a laywoman who
founded a lay fraternity. 

Pope clears way for canonization of Blesseds Paul VI, Oscar Romero

Mary Schaffner led the day
of renewal focused on the
“Four Pillars of Christian
Spirituality,” held Feb. 27
at St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish. (Photos by Sarah L.
Murphy)

Pope Francis has recognized the miracles needed for the
canonization of Blesseds Paul VI (left) and Oscar
Romero. (CNS photos/files/Octavio Duran)

Copyright Catholic News Service

Enjoy the full content in your weekly print edition.
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We’re Saving a Seat for You.

PLEASE JOIN US
ON SUNDAY

LAKE FRONT
HOUSE RENTAL

3,000 sq. ft. w/Lg Deck, Dock 
on Lake Webster, Northern IN -

5BR/5BA + 2 Bunk Rms, 
AC, Lg. Living Area, Wash/Dry, 

Cable/Internet

Call Bob for info
317-496-3200

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Chief financial officer for Lafayette diocese leaves post
By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

Caber throwing. That’s
what Gordon Slack
announced he plans to do
after leaving his position as
the Lafayette diocese’s chief
financial officer and execu-
tive director of its Depart-
ment of Administration,
Stewardship and Develop-
ment.

For those who don’t know
about caber throwing, it’s a
traditional Scottish athletic
event where competitors
toss a 19-foot tree so that it
turns end over end, falling
away from the tosser ... ide-
ally in a 12 o’clock position. 

A chief financial officer
with a dry wit and a love for
fun, Slack came out of retire-
ment after a 28-year career at
Dow Chemical to assist the
diocese in transforming the
way it does business, includ-
ing help with the opening of
the new St. Joseph Retreat &

Conference Center in Tipton.
Bishop Timothy L. Doher-

ty said he is grateful for
Slack’s work, which will
continue to advance the mis-
sion of the diocese. 

“Gordon ushered in a new
way of doing things, enhanc-
ing transparency and stan-
dardization in his area — a
welcome help for our
priests, parishes and busi-

ness relationships,” Bishop
Doherty said.

The diocesan financial
officer is a canonical position
mandated to administer the
financial affairs of the Cen-
tral Administration under
the authority of the bishop.

“While we are very sorry
to lose Gordon’s talents and
sense of humor, we feel
blessed for the contributions
he made during his time
with us,” Bishop Doherty
added.

Slack’s work included the
overall financial operations
of the diocese, including
investment management,
accounting, benefits analy-
sis, budgeting and real estate
transactions. He also had
responsibility for Fruitful
Harvest planning, the
Lafayette Diocesan Founda-
tion, and other development
efforts.

Slack said one of the
things he enjoyed most
about his position was living

his faith in his career — a
benefit he didn’t have in his
secular career.

“I have thoroughly
enjoyed the religious ‘perks’
of working for the diocese,
such as celebrating Mass
with coworkers, getting to
know so many priests and
starting meetings with a
prayer,” Slack said.  

“It has been an honor to
work for the Church and
hopefully use my adminis-
trative skills to make opera-
tions a bit more efficient,” he
added. 

Looking back on his
accomplishments and
achievements, Slack said his
greatest efforts included
improving the way the dio-
cese conducts its business.

“What I set out to do is
improve the transparency
and customer service from
the diocese with the parishes
and schools ... I hope we did
that,” Slack said.

Plans for his second retire-

ment include spending more
time with his wife and fami-
ly, as well as deepening his
spiritual life.

“My wife, Teesie, and I
plan to spend more summer
time in our second favorite
state, Michigan,” Slack said.  

“I also plan to double
down on my prayer life,
hoping to grow closer to the
Lord through daily prayer
and meditation.” 

Slack noted the transfor-
mation of the St. Joseph
Retreat & Conference Center
as one of his most memo-
rable moments during his
work for the diocese.

“I remember walking into
the St. Joseph Retreat & Con-
ference Center chapel after it
had been renovated. I was in
on the acquisition of the cen-
ter and all the subsequent
renovations, so to see the
final renovations and how
beautiful it turned out was
very touching,” he said. 

Gordon Slack

Scholarship opportunities for college students
Three scholarship oppor-

tunities are available for col-
lege students from the
Lafayette diocese.

The Christopher Warner
Memorial Scholarship is
given in memory of Christo-
pher Warner from St. Patrick
Parish in Kokomo, who died
at the age of 19. The $1,000
scholarship is awarded to
recognize a high-school
senior in the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana who
demonstrates his or her
Catholic faith and identity
through commitment and
service to parish, school and
community.

The $1,000 Diocesan
Leadership Scholarship is
awarded to recognize a
high-school senior in the
diocese who demonstrates
active participation and
Catholic leadership in his or
her parish and parish youth
ministry program.

The Father Frederick
Perry Northcentral Indiana
Hispanic Scholarship Fund
and the Lafayette Diocesan
Foundation, Inc. provide a
$1,000 scholarship opportu-
nity. The scholarships are for
Catholic, Hispanic children
who are either currently
enrolled seniors in the
Lafayette diocese who will

meet graduation require-
ments this semester or stu-
dents who have previously
graduated from a high
school within the Lafayette
diocese or who have com-
pleted their GED and who
have been accepted as
incoming students or are
currently enrolled as stu-
dents at an accredited col-
lege or trade school within
the United States.

More information and
applications can be found
on the diocesan Web site
https://education.dol-in.
org/diocesan-college-
scholarships

The deadline for applica-
tions is April 20.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Rita Eileen Banes, 89, died March 7. She was a
member of Our Lady of the Lakes in Monticello.

Mary JoAnne “Jody” Dixon, 67, died Feb. 22.
She was a member of the Cathedral of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Conception in Lafayette.

Dorothy J. (Halajcsik) Connell, 80, died March
2. William A. Rozzi, 76, died March 5. Both were
members of All Saints in Logansport.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish in Zionsville is among
16 parishes chosen to partic-
ipate in the Young
Adult Initiative of
Saint Meinrad Sem-
inary and School of
Theology in St.
Meinrad.

The program is
funded by a $1.38
million grant from
Lilly Endowment
Inc. to improve parish out-
reach to young adults and
better engage them with the
Church. Parishes were invit-
ed to apply for the program,
and Saint Meinrad received

96 applications.
The 16 parishes that will

participate in the program
for the next four
years represent five
states and 13 dioce-
ses. The parishes
range in size from
259 households to
2,578 households. 

“We went
through a lengthy
but thorough selec-

tion process and prayerful
discernment to find a wide
variety of parish settings
and situations,” said Michal
Horace, director of the
Young Adult Initiative. “The

partner parishes include
small, mid-size and large
parishes, as well as rural,
urban and suburban parish-
es. Many of the partner
parishes have multicultural
congregations.”

In partnership with Saint
Meinrad, the parishes will
explore the demographics of
their communities, learn
more about today’s young
adults (ages 23-29), and
develop innovative strate-
gies to better meet the spiri-
tual needs of the young
adults in their parish.

Parishes chosen for Young Adult Initiative at Saint Meinrad
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Lenten fish fries/Rensselaer
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
host Lenten fish fries each
Friday through March 30.
The fish fries will be held
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, 325 E. Vine. Menu will
feature pollock, tilapia
(baked and fried), shrimp
and other items, with all-
you-care-to-eat salad bar.
Dine in or carry out (219-
866-9938). All are welcome
to attend.

Family Lenten
dinners/Fishers
FISHERS — Knights of
Columbus Council 6923 will
sponsor family Lenten din-
ners each Friday during
Lent at St. Louis de Mont-
fort Parish, 11441 Hague
Road. The dinners will be
held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. in Craig Willy Hall on
the parish campus. The din-
ners will feature both fried
and baked fish, pasta with
sauces, cheese pizza, clam
chowder, tomato bisque
soup, salad bar, French fries,
breadsticks and coleslaw.
Cost is $9 for adults, $4 for
children ages 3 to 12 and
free for children ages 2 and
younger, with a $33 family
maximum. For more infor-
mation, visit www.kofc
6923.org. All are welcome to
attend.

Lenten fish
fries/Noblesville
NOBLESVILLE — Knights
of Columbus Council 9706
will hold Lenten fish fries
on Fridays through March
23. The dinners will be held
in the Community Room of
Our Lady of Grace Parish.
Menu will include fried and
baked fish, fish sticks or
cheese pizza for children’s
meals, baked potatoes,
coleslaw, applesauce,
brownies and refreshments.
All major credit cards will
be accepted for payment.
All are welcome to
attend.

Lenten fish fries/Anderson
ANDERSON — Knights of

Columbus Council 563 will
hold Lenten fish fries on
Friday evenings through
March 30. Dinners will be
served from 5 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. in Columbian Hall,
1225 Main St. The menu
will include fried fish,
French fries, mac and
cheese, salad and a dessert.
Cost is $10 for adults and $5
for children ages 12 and
younger. All are invited to
attend.

Lenten fish fry
dinners/Zionsville
ZIONSVILLE — Knights of
Columbus of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish will hold
their annual fish fry dinners
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on
each Friday through March
23. The dinners will be held
in the parish hall. Meals will
include fish or shrimp or
fish and shrimp with French
fries, coleslaw or apple-
sauce, and a brownie.
Spaghetti also will be avail-
able. All are welcome to

attend. St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish is located at
1870 W. Oak St., Zionsville.

Lenten fish fries/Carmel
CARMEL — Knights of
Columbus Council 12387
will host its 19th annual
Lenten fish fries from 5 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. each Friday
through March 23. The din-
ners will be held in the
social hall at St. Elizabeth
Seton Church, 10655 Haver-
stick Road. Drive-up service
will be available. Dinner
choices include baked
salmon, crabby cakes and an
all-you-care-to-eat fried
Alaskan pollock fish dinner,
served with French fries,
applesauce, coleslaw, a
cookie and iced tea or
lemonade. (Green beans are
served instead of French
fries with the salmon din-
ner.) Cost is $11 per person.
Children’s macaroni and
cheese and individual
cheese pizza meals will be
available for $4 each. A new
children’s fish meal also will
be available for $5 each for
children ages 12 and
younger. Proceeds from the
dinners support pro-life
donations, the Gibault home
for troubled youth, seminar-
ian activities, food pantries,
rosaries for soldiers, Knights
in Need and other commu-
nity service efforts. All are
invited to attend.

Scout retreat
MUNCIE — The Diocesan
Catholic Committee on
Scouting invites all Scouts
to a “Close Encounters with
God” retreat from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, March 17,
in St. Mary Parish’s Noll
Hall. All Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, of all ages, are
welcome to attend. The
theme for the day will be
“The Glorious Mysteries.”
The retreat will include
games, prayers, stories, a
craft and Mass. Cost is $5
per Scout; there is no charge
for accompanying adults.
Those attending are asked
to bring a sack lunch; bever-
ages will be provided. For
more information, e-mail
Steve Chatot at bigbear96@
comcast.net or call 765-286-
5093.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish will hold
its annual St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day, March 17, in the
parish’s social hall (Room

B102). The menu will
include corned beef and
cabbage, potatoes, carrots,
freshly made scones and
cake. Hot dogs and chips
(champs and bangers) will
be available for children.
Cost is $11 per person and
free for children ages 5 and
younger, with a maximum
of $30 for immediate family.
Tickets may be purchased in
the parish office or at the
door. For more information,
call 317-846-3850. All are
welcome to attend. St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish is
located at 10655 Haverstick
Road.

Pork chop dinner
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
hold a pork chop dinner
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 17, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall,
325 E. Vine. The menu will
include 1” grilled pork
chops, potatoes, vegetable
and salad bar. Cost is $11 for
a dinner with one pork chop
and $14 for a dinner with
two pork chops. Dine in or
carry out (219-866-9938). All
are welcome to attend.

Parish mission/Kokomo
KOKOMO — All are invited
to attend a Lenten parish
mission with acclaimed
speaker and author Vinny
Flynn on Sunday, March 18,
through Tuesday, March 20,
at St. Patrick Church. The
mission will be held at 7
p.m. each day. Topics will
be: Sunday, “Divine Mercy
and God’s Plan for Your
Life”; Monday, “Healing
and Restoration in the Con-
fessional,” and Tuesday,
“The Transforming Power of
the Eucharist.” Confession
will be available Monday
evening. For more informa-
tion, call 765-452-6021, ext.
324, or e-mail
chad@stpatrick-kokomo.org.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join a Schoen-
statt holy hour with Father
Cassian Sama, OP, at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 20, in St.
Thomas Aquinas Church.
The evening will include
adoration, recitation of the
rosary, a homily and Bene-
diction.

Foster care/adoption 
meeting
KOKOMO — The Villages
Foster Care and Adoption
Services will offer an infor-

mational meeting at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 21, in the
parish hall at St. Patrick
Parish, 1204 N. Armstrong
St. Caseworker Lacy Page
will lead the community
presentation for all who are
interested in learning more
about foster parenting,
adoption, volunteer oppor-
tunities at The Villages or
the foster care system. 

Parish mission/
West Lafayette
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to attend a
parish Lenten mission fea-
turing Vinny Flynn on
Wednesday evening, March
21, at the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament. Mass
will begin at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by exposition of the
Eucharist. Flynn will pre-
sent three 30-minute talks
beginning at 6:15 p.m.:
“Divine Mercy and God’s
Plan for Your Life,” “Heal-
ing and Restoration in the
Confessional” and “The
Transforming Power of the
Eucharist.” Multiple priests
will be available for recon-
ciliation beginning at 6:15
p.m., during and after the
talks.

Memorial Mass for babies
LAFAYETTE — A memorial
Mass will be celebrated at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, March
22, at St. Boniface Church.
The Mass is for those who
have lost a baby at any time
during pregnancy, whether
through ectopic loss, miscar-
riage, abortion or stillbirth,
and to celebrate God’s pre-
cious gift of life. Prayers
also will be offered for an
end to abortion, for those
suffering from the effects of
abortion, and for a restora-
tion of the right to life. A
reception hosted by Project
Gianna will be held in the
parish’s St. Michael Center
following Mass. For more
information or to have a
baby remembered at the
Mass and to receive a per-
sonalized Certificate of Life
with the baby’s name, con-
tact Elsa Zamora at 765-203-
8723 or Cheri Irons at 765-
412-0937 or cheri.irons@
gmail.com.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Lenten Day of Reflection

The Church invites us
during the Lenten season
to peel away those things
that make us unlike Jesus,
so that by the end of the
Lenten journey we may
become more like him.
Lent is a time to prepare us
for the great events of the
Triduum and the renewal
of our baptismal vows. The
St. Joseph Retreat & Con-
ference Center in Tipton
invites all to attend a
Lenten Day of Reflection
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fri-
day, March 23. The day
will include talks given by
Father David Huemmer,
the center’s chaplain, on
the prayers found in the
Lenten liturgies that pre-
pare us for the Passion and
the history of the Stations
of the Cross. Participants
also will have the opportu-
nity to attend Mass, and
time for confession and
quiet reflection. Cost of $15
includes lunch. For more
information, contact Father
David Huemmer at 
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-

551-9570.

Three days in the life of 
a monk or nun retreat

Ever wish you could
have been a monk or nun,
but the Lord called you in
a different direction? Here
is a retreat that will allow
you to experience the basic
life of a monastic. The
retreat will include living
by a schedule that will
include Mass, Liturgy of
the Hours, conferences on
prayer and lectio divina,
time for prayer and meals,
as well as work periods.
The retreat will begin at 10
a.m. Tuesday, April 10, and
end at 3 p.m. Thursday,
April 12. The retreat is
open to anyone ages 19 or
older. Space is limited, so
register in advance to
ensure your spot. Please let
us know of any dietary
restrictions or physical
restrictions. The cost of the
retreat is $185 per person.

For more information, con-
tact Father David Huem-
mer at fr.dhuemmer@dol-
in.org or 765-551-9585 or
Samir Azer at sazer@dol-
in.org or 765-551-9570.

Silent retreat 
opportunity for men

Men ages 19 and older
are invited to come and
enjoy a weekend experi-
ence of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the St.
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center. The silent
retreat will begin at 6 p.m.
Friday, April 13, and end at
3 p.m. Sunday, April 15.
The retreat will include six
meals, Mass, holy hour, a
daily conference on prayer,
and plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. The
cost of the retreat is $175
per person. For more infor-
mation, contact Father

David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Silent retreat 
opportunity for women

Women ages 19 and
older are invited to come
and enjoy a weekend expe-
rience of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the St.
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center. The silent
retreat will begin at 6 p.m.
Friday, April 27, and end at
3 p.m. Sunday, April 29.
The retreat will include six
meals, Mass, holy hour, a
daily conference on prayer,
and plenty of quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. The
cost of the retreat is $175
per person. For more infor-
mation, contact Father
David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Nature and Scripture
retreat

“The earth is the Lord’s
and everything in it” (Psalm
24).

Spring is a wonderful
time to get outdoors and
experience the beauty of
God’s good earth. All of
creation is awakening and
full of life. Come and join
us for a mid-week retreat
to experience the magnifi-
cence of our grounds in
conjunction with the Scrip-
tures. The retreat will start
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, May 22,
and end at 3 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 24. The retreat
will include six meals,
Mass, a daily conference
on praying with God’s
word, and plenty of quiet
time to enjoy the natural
world. Pack appropriately
for outdoor weather and
please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. The
cost of the retreat is $185
per person. For more infor-
mation, contact Father
David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585 or Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

Lenten fish dinner/Carmel
CARMEL — Knights of
Columbus Council 11044
will host a Lenten fish din-
ner from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. Friday, March 23, in
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel’s
Parish Hall. The menu will
include choice of all-you-
care-to-eat fried fish, baked
fish (cod) or macaroni and
cheese. All entrees come
with all-you-care-to-eat
sides, desserts and bever-
ages. The menu also will
feature many healthy choic-
es including baked fish
(cod), salad, coleslaw, sweet
corn and applesauce. Meals
for adults are $10 for fish
and $6 for macaroni and
cheese; cost for children
ages 6 to 12 is $5 for fish
and $3 for macaroni and
cheese. Religious and chil-
dren under age 6 eat free.
Maximum household cost is
$40. Dine-in, carry-out or
drive-through will be avail-
able. Proceeds will benefit
the Knights’ charitable caus-
es of feeding and clothing
the poor and elderly, assist-

ing those with physical and
intellectual disabilities, and
supporting vocations and
the needs of the parish. All
are welcome to attend.

Breakfast
RENSSELAER — The
Knights of Columbus will
hold an all-you-care-to-eat
breakfast from 8 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Sunday, March
25, at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, 325 E. Vine. Dine
in or carry out (219-866-
9938). All are welcome.

Chicken noodle dinner
PULASKI — The Christian
Mother Sodality of St.
Joseph Parish will hold a
chicken noodle dinner from
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday,
March 25, at the church,
located at 5895 S. State Road
119, Star City. Cost is $7 for
adults, $4 for children ages
6 to 12 and free for children
ages 5 and younger. Carry-
outs will be available. The
event also will feature a
quilt raffle and bake sale.
All are welcome to attend.

Legion of Mary 
Acies Ceremony
KOKOMO — The annual
diocesanwide Legion of
Mary Acies Ceremony will
be held at 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 25, in the worship
space at St. Joan of Arc
Church. Officers will meet
at 1 p.m. in the St. Vincent
de Paul Room downstairs.
The ceremony at 2 p.m. will
be led by Father Paul Graf.
Dinner and social time will
follow in the St. John Paul II
dining area downstairs. St.
Joan of Arc is located at
3155 S. County Road 200 W.
in Kokomo. 

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, April 6, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Concert to benefit 
trafficking survivors
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish will host a concert at
7 p.m. Friday, April 13, to
benefit Ascent 121, an Indi-
anapolis-based organization
providing treatment for sur-
vivors of sex trafficking of
minors in the Indianapolis
and Fishers area. Hector
Salcedo, former organist
and cantor at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome and cur-
rent music director at St.
Malachy Parish in Browns-
burg, will perform in part-
nership with the Holy Spirit
Parish choir and musicians.
Admission is free, with
opportunities for giving
directly to Ascent 121 while
in attendance. After the
concert, attendees will have
the opportunity to visit
with Hector Salcedo, other
musicians and representa-
tives from Ascent 121; light
snacks, coffee and tea will
be available. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Kevin Wal-
ters at kmartinwalters@
gmail.com or Andrea Frey

at andrea@hspgeist.org.
More information about
Ascent 121 may be found
online at www.ascent121.
org.

Nursing school 
information day
LAFAYETTE — The St. Eliz-
abeth School of Nursing
will host an information
day from 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, April 14. The
event is open to the public
and anyone interested in a
nursing career. Representa-
tives from the school will be
available to answer ques-
tions about registration,
curriculum, financial aid
and admissions. Tours of
the new facility and simula-
tion lab also will be offered.
Light refreshments will be
served. Applications for
August admission are cur-
rently being accepted. The
information day will be
held at the school, located
at 1501 Hartford St. For
more information, call 765-
423-6400 or visit steson.org.
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something bold. The
Bartholomews decided to
turn their grief into charity
and help other parents, who
would cope with the loss of a
child. 

Carissa Bartholomew said
that while they had the
vision to raise funds to pur-
chase a Cuddle Cot, which
costs about $3,000, they were
a little overwhelmed by the
process. That’s when friends,
neighbors, and even
strangers pitched in to help. 

“We had this vision. Then
our family, friends and peo-
ple we didn’t even know just
started to help,” she said.

“We had several fund-
raisers, including an event
where the vendors donated
the proceeds from their
shopping sales and a ‘paint
with a twist’ event; many
others raised funds, and
along the way we had so
many strangers who said
they had collected money at
work and wanted to write a
check to help.”

They were also assisted by
“He Knows Your Name,” a
non-profit group based in
Indianapolis. Linda
Znachko, founder of the
ministry, recently made the
formal presentation of the
Cuddle Cot at the hospital.

“Our organization works
with the device’s manufac-
turer in the UK, and we were
pleased to get a reduced rate
off the unit to help the
Bartholomews,” Znachko
said. 

Enough funds also were
raised, so that Zoe’s grave
could be adorned with a
tombstone.

“In just over a year’s time,
we couldn’t believe how
much support we had,”

Carissa Bartholomew said.
“We were so blessed that

those funds not only helped
us to purchase the Cuddle
Cot, but also through the
help of our family and
friends, to raise enough
funds to buy Zoe a beautiful
headstone.”

Caleb Bartholomew, Zoe’s
father, said the ability to
keep Zoe in the room for an
extended period of time was
very important to his family.  

“Zoe was able to maintain
her dignity even in death.
Knowing now, how quickly
an infant’s body starts to
decompose, we agreed that
it was important to make
this device available for
other people and their chil-

dren, so they can have the
same healing experience we
had,” he said.

“Our hope is that every
hospital in Lafayette, and in
the state of Indiana, will
have a Cuddle Cot for every
family who needs one,” he
added.

Marcia Cherry, director of
the neonatal intensive care
unit at Franciscan Health
Lafayette East, attended the
event to express her grati-
tude for the couple’s gift to
the hospital. 

“We are so thankful that
Carissa and Caleb chose to
donate the Cuddle Cot to
us,” Cherry said. “No family
expects to lose an infant and
this piece of equipment will

allow grieving parents to
take the time they need to
mourn the loss of their
baby.”

The hospital’s current
infant bereavement program
provides an “angel box”
with items that help families
create memories with their
child. Franciscan Health also
hosts a memorial service and
support group for families
who experience the loss of a
newborn.

Carissa Bartholomew said
the donation of the Cuddle
Cot is a tribute to the love
they still have for their
daughter, which will contin-
ue to live on through their
donation of the Cuddle Cot.   

“I’m glad that we were
able to feel so much love for
her, and that love can be
extended past her death,
even though she isn’t physi-
cally with us anymore,” she
said.

Bartholomew said she
was inspired by how well
her two sons dealt with the
death of their sister. The
boys were only 5 and 2 when
Zoe died. 

“Though she lived for
only three hours, her broth-
ers were able to come and
meet her and hold her ...
they still talk about her all
the time and share their
memories of her,” she said.

“We are grateful to know
they will remember her for-
ever, and it’s been very clear

to us that the bad things they
don’t remember and the
good things are what they’ve
managed to hold on to.” 

Members of Redeemer
Lutheran Church in West
Lafayette, the family
expressed their deep faith in
God, which helped them
through their loss, and their
gratitude for having the
opportunity to have Zoe
baptized, shortly after her
birth.  

“We chose her name, Zoe
Anastasia, meaning life and
resurrection, as a testament
to our hope in the Resurrec-
tion and our longing to see
her again when we meet our
Savior,” Carissa
Bartholomew said.

“We have clung to the
words from the apostle Paul
in 1 Thessalonians 4:13,
knowing that we can grieve
with hope knowing that we
will see Zoe again,” she
added.  

Friends and family
packed the hospital room
where the dedication of the
Cuddle Cot took place,
including Francis Lohrman,
Carissa’s grandmother, who
noted her pride in their brav-
ery, throughout the grieving
process.

Missy Jones, Carissa’s
mother, said the day’s cere-
mony and dedication of the
Cuddle Cot was a tribute to
her granddaughter’s life.

“Today is all about what
Zoe’s life was and what it
will continue to be,” Jones
said. 

Jerry Jones, Carissa’s step-
father, said he was proud of
their children for giving back
to the community.

“I’m just so proud of what
they did and how they
decided to give back to serve
others,” he said.

For more information
about the “He Knows Your
Name” ministry or to make a
donation to the Cuddle Cot
fund, visit the Web site at
http://heknowsyourname.
org/

Couple’s loss prompts effort to help other families

Carissa Bartholomew speaks at the presentation of the Cuddle Cot to Franciscan Health
Center for Women & Children in Lafayette. At right is Marcia Cherry, director of the
neonatal intensive care unit at Franciscan Health Lafayette East. (Photo by Jesica E.
Hollinger)

Linda
Znachko,
center,
founder of
the non-
profit group
“He Knows
Your
Name,”
worked
with the
manufac-
turer of the
Cuddle Cot
to help with
the dona-
tion. 
(Photo by
Jesica E.
Hollinger)

“No family expects 

to lose an infant and

this piece of equipment

will allow grieving 

parents to take 

the time they need 

to mourn the loss of

their baby.”
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“Julie had fond memories
of her mother sending cards,
and how it feels to receive a
handwritten note as
opposed to a text or an e-
mail,” Schassberger said.
“She said her office has a
card station where employ-
ees are encouraged to send a
quick note to a
coworker through their cam-
pus mail system to wish a
happy birthday or send con-
gratulations. We decided
to adopt that idea and the
Sunshine Stand was born!”

Sharon Donnelly, who
makes handmade cards as a
hobby, got involved and cre-
ated three signature cards
for the stand. She hosts card
party workshops a few times
a year, providing materials
and instructions for women
with lots or no experience in
“carding.” 

“We stick to sending a lit-
tle sunshine. You have to be
careful what you say when
someone has cancer or other
diseases,” Donnelly said. “I
have a couple designs ready
and ladies can move around
to make different cards
throughout the evening. The
workshops offer time to visit
and get to know each other.”

The Women’s Club logo is
stamped on the back of each
card. 

Diane Davis said that
Sunshine was a ministry
about 15 years ago, but
things changed with the
HIPAA law and the privacy

it entails. 
“We used to send cards,

take baskets to shut-ins and
reach out to parishioners,”
Davis said. “Before, we
could tell each other if some-
one was in the hospital and
just call to say, ‘I’m coming
over.’ We can’t do that now,
and we can’t put someone
else on the prayer list. That
has to come from individu-
als. Nothing really worked
until Cindy came up with
this new Sunshine Stand.”

The stand itself was
donated by member Lisa
Fox, who had an old secre-
tary-style desk that was
handmade by her grandfa-
ther, Remington White Kin-
ney, for her grandmother. 

“With some tender loving
care, a coat of paint, and a
dedication plaque it became
the Sunshine Stand,” Davis
said. “We also enlisted the
talent of another member,
local artist Lori McDonough,
to create a beautiful sign that
completes the stand.”

The stand was blessed
and is located in the family
room at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton. Cards are on display
and parishioners are encour-
aged to “send a little sun-
shine” to someone they are

thinking of.  
Once they have written a

note, they simply address it
using a parish directory that
is provided and drop it in
the mail slot. Stamps are pro-
vided through donations to
the club and cards are
mailed out weekly. 

“As we all know, a hand-
written note can mean so
much, whether it is to express
sympathy or encourage-
ment,” Schassberger said.
“Notes can truly shine a little
sunshine on your heart! 

“So many times we have
all heard an announcement
at church that someone has
lost a loved one or you see
that someone is expecting or
maybe a cantor at Mass real-
ly moved you with their
beautiful voice,” she said.
“We leave Mass with the
best intentions to send a
card, but then as we drive
away and get busy, the
thought is lost. This way,
people can go right to the
Sunshine Stand and send
their thoughts.”

St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club helps ‘send a little sunshine’

Sharon Donnelly, Sheila Callahan and Chris Sommers work on cards for the Sunshine
Stand at a recent workshop. “I have a couple designs ready and ladies can move
around to make different cards throughout the evening. The workshops offer time to
visit and get to know each other,” Donnelly said. (Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)

Applications being accepted for Sisters of Providence associates
ST. MARY-OF-THE-

WOODS — Individuals
who are looking to enhance
their spirituality are invited
to consider becoming a
Providence Associate with
the Sisters of Providence of
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.

Providence Associates
are women and men, ages
18 and older, who would
like to share their gifts and
talents with others while
walking with the Sisters of
Providence.

The Providence Associ-
ate program began in 2007.
Currently, there are more
than 270 Providence Associ-
ates in the United States
and Taiwan.

The application deadline

for this year is May 31.
Accepted applicants

spend a year meeting one-
on-one on a regular basis
with a Sister of Providence
or another Providence
Associate companion. Dur-
ing the meetings, the candi-
date-associates and their
companions learn and
share about Providence
spirituality.

Accepted candidates
attend an orientation at
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods in
October.

Following the orienta-
tion, the candidate and
companion then usually
meet once a month.

For more information,
call Providence Associate

Director Debbie Dillow at
317-250-3294 or e-mail
ddillow@spsmw.org or visit
ProvidenceAssociates.org.

A congregation of nearly
300 women religious, the
Sisters of Providence minis-
ter in 17 states, the District
of Columbia and Asia,
through works of love,
mercy and justice.

Founded by St. Theodore
Guerin in 1840, the congre-
gation has its motherhouse
at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, located just north-
west of downtown Terre
Haute.

Information provided by the
Sisters of Providence.

Deanna and John Schleeter of Westfield were among
those who made their commitments as Providence
Associates in 2017. (Photo courtesy Sisters of Provi-
dence)

(Photo provided)



The Catholic MomentPage 16 March 18, 2018

Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Two science fair exhibitors
from St. Mary School, Alexan-
dria, received special recogni-
tion in recent regional competi-
tion. Ashlynn Duckworth (left)
was the winner of the Water
Crusader Award and received
first place Junior Division Envi-
ronmental Science plus $50, a
certificate from the Ball State
University Pre-Vet and Animal
Welfare Society, the Muncie
Branch American Association of
University Women Award plus
$25, an invitation to compete in
the Broadcom Masters Competi-
tion and an invitation to com-
pete in the 2018 Hoosier State
Science and Engineering Fair.
Hayden Martin (right) received
second place Junior Division
Engineering, an invitation to
compete in the Broadcom Mas-
ters Competition and an invita-
tion to complete in the 2018
Hoosier State Science and Engi-
neering Fair. (Photos provided)
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