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sexual abuse

reporting law

By Natalie Hoefer
The Criterion

INDIANAPOLIS — Sue
Swayze Liebel began the
press conference on June 20
with sobering words.

“I’m sorry that I have to
be here today to deliver this
news,” said the vice presi-
dent of public affairs for
Indiana Right to Life. “Earli-
er today, 48 consumer com-
plaints were filed with the
Indiana attorney general’s
office (and the state Depart-
ment of Health) against nine
Indiana abortion doctors
who have allegedly failed to
follow the legal reporting
requirements to protect
young children from sexual
abuse.”

The press conference,
which took place at the Indi-
ana Statehouse, was one of
five held throughout the
state that day by Indiana
Right to Life. 

Four of the conferences
took place in cities where
the alleged misreporting
took place: Bloomington,

(Continued on Page 4)

A sacred
history, 
a great 

tradition
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

TIPTON — More than 100 alum-
nae and guests gathered for a joyous
high school reunion — the 120th for
St. Joseph Academy — on June 23.

The day brought dear friends to
the newly renovated Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Center, once
home to the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Tipton, who founded the academy
school. Its last class graduated in
1972.

The reunion offered special recog-
nition to women who were returning
for their 70th, 60th and 50th reunions. 

Kathryn Burman Massing was
honored as the oldest returning alum-
na, from the Class of 1940. 

Among the 70-year celebrants was
Sister Rosie Coughlin, CSJ.

“I went here for four years and
entered the convent at 17 when I was
a senior in high school,” she said. 

(Continued on Page 8)

Above:
Colleen Gray
Fuhrmann,
Class of
1967, and
Paula 
Luetgenau
McClain,
Class of
1968, look at
a yearbook
during the
reunion. 

At left is a
photo of two
students
with a year-
book in the
1950s.

Around Indiana
Alumnae of St. Joseph Academy in Tipton enjoy school’s 120th reunion

“This is a trip 
toward unity”

Pope Francis traveled to Gene-
va on June 21 as “a pilgrim in
quest of unity and peace.” He
came to the city to help cele-
brate the 70th anniversary of
the founding of the World
Council of Churches, the
largest and broadest ecumeni-
cal fellowship in the world.

Story and more photos, 
Page 10.

At left: The pope arrives in
procession to celebrate Mass
at the Palexpo convention cen-
ter in Geneva June 21. (CNS
photo/Paul Haring) 
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1) Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-
24
2) 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-
15
3) Gospel: Mark 5:21-43

Monday, July 2
1) Amos 2:6-10, 13-16
2) Gospel: Matthew 8:18-
22

Tuesday, July 3
1) Ephesians 2:19-22
2) Gospel: John 20:24-29

Wednesday, July 4
1) Amos 5:14-15, 21-24
2) Gospel: Matthew 8:28-
34

Thursday, July 5
1) Amos 7:10-17
2) Gospel: Matthew 9:1-8

Friday, July 6
1) Amos 8:4-6, 9-12
2) Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13

Saturday, July 7
1) Amos 9:11-15
2) Gospel: Matthew 9:14-
17

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan Web
site at www.dol-in.org.

July 1
13th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

How to report an incident of sexual abuse of a minor

If you or someone you know has been a victim of
child sexual abuse by a person working for the
Roman Catholic Church in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana (such as a priest, deacon, sister, brother,
lay officer, lay employee, lay volunteer, etc.) you are
requested to report the incident in the following man-
ner:

1) Make a report to Child Protective Services by
calling 800-800-5556.

2) Call the Office of the Vicar General (765-269-
4601) or the Office of Assistance Ministry (765-464-
4988) for the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.

3) Compose in writing a detailed description of the
facts/incidents of the abuse and send it as soon as
possible to: Mr. Max Layden, PO Box 909, Lafayette,
IN 47902. 

4) Thereafter, an investigation will be undertaken
by or on behalf of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.

Cómo denunciar un incidente de abuso sexual 
contra un menor

Si usted o alguien que conoce ha sido víctima del
abuso sexual infantil por parte de una persona que tra-
baje para la Iglesia Católica-Romana en la Diócesis de
Lafayette en Indiana (tal como un sacerdote, diácono,
religioso, funcionario laico, empleado, voluntario, etc.) se
le pide que denuncie el incidente de la siguiente forma:

1) Realice una denuncia ante la organización de pro-
tección para menores llamando al 800-800-5556.

2) Llame a la Oficina del Vicario General (765-269-
4601) o a la oficina del ministerio de asistencia (765-
464-4988) de la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana.

3) Redacte una descripción detallada de los hechos e
incidentes de dicho abuso y envíela tan pronto como
sea posible a:  Mr. Max Layden, PO Box 909, Lafayette,
IN 47902. 

4) Posteriormente, la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indi-
ana o un representante de ésta, llevará a cabo una
investigación.
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Knights of Columbus
Council 560 of Muncie
recently announced that
Liam Durbin, Noah
Waechter and Korbin
Zvokel are this year’s
recipients of the council’s
scholarships for the 2018–
2019 school year. Scholar-
ships are awarded based
on academic excellence,
extracurricular and Church
activities. Liam, a Wes-Del
High School graduate, is
the son of Kevin and Susan
Durbin and a member of
St. Mary Church. He cur-
rently attends Saint Louis
University and is majoring
in sports business. Noah is
a recent graduate of
Muncie Central High
School and is the son of
Daniel and Jayne
Waechter. He is a member
of St. Lawrence Church.

He will attend Ball State
University in the fall and
plans on majoring in
accounting. Korbin is a
recent graduate of Wes-Del
High School and is the son
of Ken and Michelle Buck-
master-Zvokel. He is a
member of St. Francis of
Assisi Parish and will be
attending Purdue Univer-
sity in the fall. His intend-
ed major is aerospace engi-
neering.

All are invited to join the

Sisters of Providence for
song, quiet contemplation
and inspired readings dur-
ing an ecumenical Taizé
Prayer gathering from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
July 10, in the Church of
the Immaculate Concep-
tion at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, located 10 minutes
northwest of downtown
Terre Haute. Persons of all
faith traditions are invited
to the gatherings, which
take place on the second
Tuesday of each month.
The 2018 theme for Taizé is
“That All May be One.”
The monthly gathering is
free to attend. The hour-
long service includes
music and time for spoken
and silent prayers. The
prayer space is lit primari-
ly by candlelight. For more
information, call 812-535-

2952 or log on to
Taize.ProvCenter.org.

Retrouvaille is a world-
wide program that offers
tools needed for hurting
couples to rediscover a
loving marriage relation-
ship. For more than 30
years, the program has
helped hundreds of thou-
sands of couples heal their
hurting marriages. To learn
more about the program or
to register for the Aug. 3-5
weekend and follow-up
post-weekend sessions in
Indianapolis, visit the Web
site at www.HelpOur
Marriage.com or
www.retrouvaille.org. You
can also e-mail
RetrouIndy@gmail.com or
call 317-489-6811 for confi-
dential registration infor-
mation.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

St. Augustine
Parish in Rensse-
laer recently held a
middle-school
retreat. Fifteen
middle-school
youth attended the
retreat led by 
high-school peer
ministers. “All you
have to do is
spend a weekend
with our youth if
you have doubts
about the future of
our Church and
you will know it is
in good hands,”
said youth director
Kris Dobson.
(Photo provided)
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Paul Markiewicz
Registered Principal

INVESTMENTS
Investment Planning Services

● IRA’s - IRA ● Stocks
lump sum rollovers ● Tax Free Bonds

● Roth IRA’s ● CD’s
● Mutual Funds ● Monthly Incomes
● U.S. Gov’t Sec. ● Annuities
● 401K’s, SIMPLE ● Long-Term Health

& SEP IRA’S Care Insurance

Mar ion Of f ice Peru Of f ice
328 S Nor ton St 16 N. Miami St .
765-664-4228 765-473-7211Members FINRA & SIPC

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL — THE HOLY LAND

November 3-12, 2018
Spiritual director: Father Jeff Martin

For registration and more information, please contact: 
Grace Barton  •  (765) 771-9080

We’re Saving a Seat for You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

Change of address?
Send it to us at moment@dol-in.org!

A retired police officer, deacon shares prison ministry experiences
By Alex Ross
For The Catholic Moment

MUNCIE — Catholics
young and old knelt in front
of the Blessed Sacrament at
St. Mary Church recently,
praying with an increased
awareness of their unity
with Christians all over the
world — not only those in
other churches, but behind
the walls of prisons as well. 

Adoration both preceded
and followed the witness of
Deacon John Etter at the
parish’s SEED (Seeking
Evangelization through
Eucharistic Devotion) event
on May 24. 

Deacon Etter spoke about
his insights into prison min-
istry, highlighting how expe-
riencing Eucharistic adora-
tion in prison was particular-
ly powerful for him.

“On those nights it was
amazing to me to see men
kneeling on the concrete
floors with tears in their
eyes. It became clear to me
just what the Eucharist is ...
It brings tears to my eyes the
way these men worship.”

He shared not only his
experiences in prison min-
istry, but the unique journey
that brought him there. 

Deacon Etter was
assigned to prison ministry
following his ordination to
the permanent diaconate by
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
in 2013. 

He had served as a police
officer in Carmel for more
than 29 years. Now, Deacon
Etter was encountering the
lives of offenders in a more
personal way than he ever
had before. 

Alongside Father Sean

Pogue, Deacon Etter minis-
tered in prisons for the past
five years. 

Their ministry has includ-
ed the celebration of Mass,
Bible and book studies, con-
fessions, Eucharistic adora-
tion, recitation of the rosary,
prayer groups, RCIA, and
even the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a choir. 

These opportunities have
given prisoners the chance to
deeply encounter Christ in
the sacraments, to form com-
munity, and to learn about
themselves. 

For example, Deacon Etter
shared the story of one man
who was amazed at his own
talent upon participating in
the choir. “I had no idea I
had that in me!” the man
said.

Deacon Etter made clear

that the reality of the atmos-
phere inside prison is not
one of abiding peace, but
one that can make it difficult
for occupants to feel the light
of Christ.

“You can feel despair, evil,
loneliness and depression.
These men have to do every-
thing they can to keep their
mind straight given the con-
ditions they live in.” 

The men live in a daily
environment where inci-
dents like murder, suicide
and drug dealing are far too
common. Many prisoners
feel abandoned by the out-
side world. Yet in the midst
of these rough conditions,
the Church seeks to uncon-
ditionally offer both offend-
ers and guards the opportu-
nity to hold on to Christ and,
in the words of Deacon Etter,

“make them as close to God
at that time as possible.”

In such an environment, it
can be the little encounters
that become the most mean-
ingful. 

Deacon Etter described a
situation in which he was
told upon using a prisoner’s
first name, “You don’t know
how good that sounds.” The
prisoner had not had anyone
call him by his first name in
years. In this way, prison
ministry serves on both a
spiritual and human level by
affirming each prisoner’s
inherent dignity.

Prisons are not devoid of
grace-filled moments, call-
ings and miracles. 

Deacon Etter shared the
story of a gang member held
in isolation who had a vision
that God wanted him to turn

his life around. The man
became Catholic. Not only
did it bring Deacon Etter joy
to witness his conversion,
but the prisoner brought
other men into the Church
by his example. 

“These men know that
they are guilty and need that
forgiveness so they can start
that cycle to feel whole
again,” Deacon Etter said.

“I really liked how he
humanized the prisoners,”
parishioner Anne Scheidler
said after the talk. “Often-
times we don’t. We just think
of them as ‘them’ ... They are
people. They’ve made a mis-
take, they’ve sinned like we
have — maybe more grave
— but God gives everybody
forgiveness if you ask for it.” 

According to Deacon
Etter, as of 2017, the United
States is the number one
country in the world in
housing prisoners in terms
of population, highlighting
the importance of minister-
ing to the imprisoned. 

He pointed out that work-
ing directly with prisoners
may not be for everyone, but
there are always needs
which can be filled. For
example, families of prison-
ers oftentimes need a ride to
visit loved ones around
meaningful times and holi-
days. 

Deacon Etter especially
stressed the one way in
which everyone can help:
prayer.

“Pray for these individu-
als to feel God’s loving touch
and to get the forgiveness
they seek ... they have souls
and hearts, and they love
just like us.”

Deacon John Etter joins a reception following the May 24 SEED event at St. Mary
Church in Muncie. (Photo by Alex Ross)

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings
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Around Indiana

(Continued from Page 1)

Indianapolis, Lafayette and
Merrillville. 

A press conference also
was held in South Bend,
where one of the accused
doctors is promoting the
opening of an abortion cen-
ter. 

The alleged violations
occurred less than a year
after the state law in ques-
tion went into effect on July
1, 2017.

That law requires abor-
tions on girls less than 16
years of age to be reported
within three days to the Indi-
ana State Department of
Health (ISDH) and the Indi-
ana Department of Child
Services (DCS). 

The goal of the law is to
enable authorities to investi-
gate such cases for potential
child sex abuse. 

The flawed reporting was
discovered by Indiana Right
to Life. In an ongoing effort
to monitor the abortion
industry in Indiana, the
organization requested from
ISDH all of the public-record
Terminated Pregnancy
Reports for abortions per-
formed in the state since the
law went into effect.

The review revealed that
on 48 of the forms for girls
ages 12 to 15, the “date
reported to DCS if patient
(is) under 16” was not sim-
ply past the state-mandated
three-day timeframe — it
was left blank altogether,
according to Indiana Right
to Life.

“Given that as many as
one in four girls may experi-
ence sexual abuse or assault
before the age of 18, it’s like-
ly that some of these (48
improperly reported) preg-
nancies were not the result
of consensual activity,”
Swayze Liebel stated. “We’re
not here to speculate. That’s
the point of (state agencies)
getting involved.”

And if an investigation
does find that “an Indiana
physician is not following
the law ..., then the Indiana
Attorney General must
investigate and must look
into whether or not that
physician should continue to
hold a medical license on a
going forward basis,” said
state Sen. Mike Delph, R-
Carmel, at the Indianapolis
press conference. His district
includes the capitol city.

Additionally, United

States Reps. Jim Banks and
Todd Rokita submitted a
request to the state attorney
general’s office to investigate
the use of Title X funds for
the facilities in question.

“We are concerned that
these entities may be recipi-
ents of federal Title X grant
funds, which require compli-
ance with state laws,” the
request reads. “These facili-
ties face allegations of failing
to report abortion proce-
dures on minors to the
Department of Child Ser-
vices as required by state
law, which, if they had
received Title X funds,
would be in violation of fed-
eral law.”

State Sen. Erin Houchin,
R-Salem, whose district
includes Bloomington, is one
of the three co-authors of the
law in question.

She provided comments
at the press conferences in
Bloomington and Indi-
anapolis, and spoke one-on-
one with The Criterion.

“I was very disheart-
ened,” she said of her reac-
tion upon learning of the
allegations. “It is frightening
that we have girls as young
as 12 years old showing up
at abortion facilities in Indi-

ana — let alone the 13-, 14-
and 15-year-old girls — and
those are not being reported.
It is so critical, this reporting,
to protect them from contin-
ued sexual abuse. Those
departments can’t intervene
if reporting is not being
made.” 

According to information
provided to press members,
the 48 abortions took place
in all six licensed abortion
facilities in Indiana. Thirty-
six of the cases occurred in
Indianapolis, while nine
took place in Merrillville,
two in Bloomington and one
in Lafayette.

“There is one doctor I am
compelled to call attention to
— Dr. Jeffrey Glazer,”
Swayze Liebel said. “Of the
48 (alleged violations), he’s
had 11 reports filed against
him this morning. He’s
attempting to help an abor-
tion center to open in South
Bend by being its medical
director.”

In an interview with The
Criterion, Crista Miller of
Fort Wayne, who started
GivingTeensGrace.org to
educate parents and families
on the risk of online preda-
tors, said the allegations
“came as no surprise” to her.

“We know it’s been an
issue with trafficking and
abortion going hand in hand
for years,” said Miller, who
spoke at the South Bend
press conference. “When
you have a law that’s put in
place, and you have such a
vast number of people get-
ting abortions and so many
doctors and clinics, the diffi-
cult piece is enforcing the
law. 

“Until someone steps up
like (Indiana) Right to Life
and (asks for) an investiga-
tion, then nobody knows
there’s something that needs
to be enforced.” 

Monica Seifker is aware of
the need for monitoring
facilities for possible
infringement of abortion
laws. The member of St. John
the Apostle Parish in Bloom-
ington spoke at that city’s
press conference. 

“In 2008, Live Action
Films released undercover
video footage showing the
Bloomington Planned Par-
enthood seemingly ignoring
state reporting laws for
statutory rape,” said the pro-
life advocate. “Fast-forward
to 2018, where it appears
that Planned Parenthood,
the state’s largest abortion

provider, is (allegedly) fail-
ing to follow the law yet
again.

“Not only does Planned
Parenthood have a grave
disrespect for the lives of the
unborn, but apparently they
also appear to have con-
tempt for young girls.”

Ali Slocum, communica-
tions and marketing director
for Planned Parenthood of
Indiana and Kentucky, pro-
vided a statement in
response to the complaints. 

“At Planned Parenthood
of Indiana and Kentucky
(PPINK), the health and
safety of our patients is our
top priority, and we take our
responsibilities to provide
the best possible care for our
patients seriously,” she said.
“We adhere to Indiana State
Department of Health
reporting requirements and
follow best public health
practices to ensure patients
get the help they need. 

“We cooperate fully with
all ISDH inspections, and
immediately address any
issues that officials share
with us. Our most recent
routine ISDH inspection,
conducted in March of 2018,
confirmed that we are adher-
ing to state reporting
requirements for minors in
our health centers.”

In his closing comments at
the Bloomington press con-
ference, Indiana Right to Life
president and CEO Mike
Fichter expressed the inten-
sity of his feelings regarding
the alleged violations.

“Frankly, it sickens and
angers me that these girls
may have been sent right
back into an abusive situa-
tion because DCS has never
been notified and given a
chance to do their job,” he
said.

“Regardless of party affili-
ation, even regardless of per-
sonal feelings on abortion,
we should all be able to
stand together and stop sex-
ual abuse of young girls in
Indiana,” he said.

“We fought hard to pass
the laws that require the
reporting of abortions on
young girls. We cannot and
will not stand by and be
silent. We have to stand up
for these young victims.”

Natalie Hoefer is a reporter
for The Criterion, weekly
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis.

Abortion doctors accused of violating sexual abuse reporting law

One of the five news conferences held across the state on June 20 took place outside
the Planned Parenthood office in Lafayette. “We call on the Indiana Medical Licensing
Board, the Indiana State Department of Health and local prosecutors to take appropriate
action against these abortion doctors, including review of their medical licenses and
fines for each non-report,” said Cathie Humbarger, vice president of policy enforcement
for Indiana Right to Life. (Photo by Sarah L. Murphy)
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Learn more about what’s happening 
in the Lafayette diocese at www.dol-in.org
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Coordinator of Formation & Mission
St. Joseph Church in Elwood is seeking someone to provide vision,
support, and initiate programs that offer the opportunity for children
and adult faith formation; this includes CCD, RCIA and book studies.
Essential duties also include promoting and utilizing the parish vision.
This is a part-time position (up to 19 hours/week), with compensation
to be negotiated. For a full job description or to submit your resume,
contact Debbie Melton or Father Dan Duff at (765) 552-6753.

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Reta J. Ryker, 83, died June 10. Francis E. Salb, 96,
died June 22. Both were members of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton in Carmel.

Lloyd G. Hewitt II, 78, died June 14. Frederick
Plake, 79, died June 16. Patrick Richardson, 80, died
June 21. All were members of St. John the Baptist in
Tipton.

Thomas E. Murray, 85, died June 16. He was a
member of St. Peter in Winamac.

Vickie Armstrong, 60, died June 19. She was a
member of St. Joseph in Elwood.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Father Columba Kelly, OSB, 87,
a monk and priest of Saint Meinrad
Archabbey in St. Meinrad, died June
9 at the monastery. A native of
Williamsburg, Iowa, he was invest-
ed as a novice monk on July 30,
1952. He professed his solemn vows
in 1956 and was ordained to the
priesthood in 1958. The following
year, he received a licentiate in
sacred theology from the Pontifical
Athenaeum Sant’ Anselmo. He then

pursued graduate studies, earning his doctorate in
Church music at Rome’s Musica Sacra in 1963. In
addition to his many years of teaching at Saint
Meinrad, he taught courses on liturgical music 
for 12 summers at Saint Joseph’s College in Rensse-
laer.

Father 
Columba
Kelly

A midweek retreat 
for retirees centered 

on persons encountered
on the Way of the Cross

Come and join Msgr.
John Duncan as he guides
retreatants through the
Way of the Cross by cen-
tering on the different
persons involved. The
retreat will start at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, July 10, and end
at 3:30 p.m. Thursday,
July 12. There will be
daily meditations and
plenty of time for prayer
and quiet reflection. The
retreat will include seven
meals, daily Mass, daily
conference and a comfort-
able room on the full-ser-
vice floor. A minimum of
five retreatants is needed.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost
is $185 per person. Regis-
tration deadline is July 3.
To register, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9570.

Old Testament 
foreshadowings of 

the sacraments

Have you ever won-
dered about the biblical
roots of the seven sacra-
ments of the Catholic
Church? Come to the
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center for a
fascinating week of jour-
neying through the Old
Testament with Msgr.
John Duncan. He will

help retreatants under-
stand how the sacraments
are foreshadowed in the
Old Testament and give a
deeper appreciation for
these seven wonderful
ways in which we
encounter the Lord more
deeply. The retreat will
begin at 6 p.m. Monday,
July 23, and end at 3 p.m.
Friday, July 27. The week
will include 12 meals,
daily Mass, daily confer-
ences and a comfortable
room on the full-service
floor. A minimum of five
retreatants is needed.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost
is $325 per person. Regis-
tration deadline is July 16.
To register, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9570.

Silent retreat for men

Men ages 19 and older
are invited to come and
enjoy a weekend experi-
ence of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in
the beautiful confines of
the Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. The
silent retreat will begin at
6 p.m. Friday, Aug. 10,
and end at 3 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 12. The retreat will
include six meals, Mass,

holy hour, a daily confer-
ence on prayer, and plen-
ty of quiet time to reflect
on the Scriptures. Please
let us know of any dietary
restrictions. Cost is $175
per person. A minimum
of five retreatants is need-
ed. Deadline for registra-
tion is Aug. 3. For more
information, contact
Samir Azer at sazer@dol-
in.org or 765-551-9570.

Five-day silent retreat 

Men and women ages
19 and older are invited to
come and enjoy a week in
the wonder of silence and
Scripture at the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center. This silent
retreat will begin at 6 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 13, and end
at 3 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17.
The retreat will include 12
meals, Mass, holy hour,
conferences on prayer,
and plenty of quiet time
to reflect on the Scrip-
tures. Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.
Cost is $350 per person. A
minimum of five
retreatants is needed.
Deadline for registration
is Aug. 6. For more infor-
mation, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9570.

Upcoming events and retreats

“Rejoice 
and Be Glad”
Order your copy 
of Pope Francis’ 

apostolic exhortation
“Gaudete et Exsultate”/
“Rejoice and Be Glad.” 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:

www.usccb.org.
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Tagalog Mass
WEST LAFAYETTE — The
Indiana Filipino community
invites all to attend a 
Tagalog Mass at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 30, at Fort
Ouiatenon, 3136 S. River
Road, West Lafayette. Father
Alvin Matias, a visiting Fil-
ipino priest from the Dio-
cese of Prince George,
British Columbia, will cele-
brate the Mass. Those
attending are encouraged to
bring their lawn chairs for
the outdoor celebration.

Tootsie Roll Drive
DEMOTTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 14368 of
St. Cecilia Parish will hold
its annual Tootsie Roll Drive
from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, June 30, at various
businesses in DeMotte and
Roselawn. Proceeds will
benefit mentally and physi-
cally challenged Jasper
County citizens.

Chicken dinner
MONTICELLO — Our Lady
of the Lakes Parish will hold
its annual chicken dinner
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 1, at the parish,
543 S. Main St. Cost is $10
for adults and $5 for chil-
dren ages 10 and younger.

Meals will include desserts.
All carry-outs cost $10 per
meal. For carry-out and
group orders, call 574-583-
6790. The dining area is
handicap accessible. The
event, featuring Remington
Poultry and Catering, is co-
sponsored by W.C. Mens
Catholic Association and the
Knights of Columbus. Raffle
tickets also will be available
for $1,700 in prizes. Tickets
are six for $5. All are wel-
come to attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, July 6, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Car show
LAFAYETTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 456 will
host its eighth annual chari-
ty car show on Saturday,

July 7, at Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School,
2410 S. Ninth St. The
Knights have raised more
than $35,000 with the car
show, which has become
one of the largest shows in
the area. The day will
include food, music and
family fun. The Knights
always welcome new spon-
sors and donors for the
event. For more informa-
tion, call Matt Lewis at 765-
532-6945. All are welcome to
attend.

“Diabetes: Doing 
Better Together”
LAFAYETTE — The Francis-
can Healthy Living Center
will continue its “Diabetes:
Doing Better Together”
meetings, with the next
scheduled session from 4
p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, July
10, at the center. The topic
will be “Virtual Grocery
Store Tour”; participants
will learn how to fill their
grocery carts with healthy
foods. The group meets on
the second Tuesday of each
month. Each meeting is
open to all patients, commu-
nity members who have
diabetes, family members
and friends. All meetings
are free. Registration for
each meeting is requested
by calling the center at 765-
428-5850 or by visiting
FranciscanHealth.org. The
center is located in the
lower level of the Lafayette
Heart Institute, 1116 N. 16th
St.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are

welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. on the 13th
of each month from May
through October. Join the
Daughters of Isabella in
reciting the rosary as Our
Lady of Fatima requested.
Those attending are encour-
aged to bring their rosaries,
lawn chairs, family and
friends. If raining, bring
umbrellas; in case of stormy
weather, the rosary will be
prayed inside the church.

Better Breathers Club
LAFAYETTE — The Francis-
can Healthy Living Center
continues its Better
Breathers Club monthly
meetings, with the next
meeting scheduled from 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 11. The center is
located in the Lafayette
Heart Institute Building,
1116 N. 16th St., on the cam-
pus of Franciscan Health
Lafayette Central. The Better
Breathers Club is a program
of the American Lung Asso-
ciation. Designed for
patients and community
members to learn ways to
better cope with COPD and
other respiratory issues, it
provides support and edu-
cation to those who partici-
pate. The club is open to all
patients and community
members who have COPD,
lung diseases, asthma,
emphysema, chronic bron-
chitis or other respiratory
issues. The meetings are
held on the second Wednes-
day of each month. July’s
topic will be “Planning

Ahead,” with a look at com-
munity resources; light
refreshments will be served.
The meetings are free, but
registration is encouraged.
To register, call the Francis-
can Healthy Living Center
at 765-428-5850. 

Office of Catechesis to host two-day 
symposium on adult faith formation

The Office of Catechesis
of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana will
host a two-day sympo-
sium on adult faith forma-
tion for priests, deacons
and parish leaders on
Aug. 8-9 at the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center in Tipton.

The symposium will
focus on engaging adult
Catholics in their growth
as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Speaker and author Joe
Paprocki, a national con-
sultant for faith formation
with Loyola Press, will
facilitate the event.

“The Church describes

adult formation as the cen-
ter around which all other
religious education
revolves,” said Jonathan F.
Sullivan, director of parish
ministries, services and
catechesis for the diocese.
“A parish with well-
formed adults will be bet-
ter equipped to pass on
the faith to children and
youth, as well as reach out
to the wider community to
spread the Gospel.”

Information on the sym-
posium can be found at
www.dol-in.org/
catechesis or by contacting
Evelyn Burton at 765-269-
4655.
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Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.
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Italian Fest
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will host its
annual Italian Fest begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. Saturday,
July 14. The evening will
include live music, bingo
and other games, bounce
houses, a zip line from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m., food and
fellowship, and fireworks at
9:45 p.m. Food tickets will
be sold in $10 bundles.
Game wristbands are $15
each for unlimited participa-
tion, with a $50 maximum
charge per family. For more
information, tickets and
wristbands, visit
http://smgonline.org/
ministry/italian-festival/
All are welcome to attend.

Concert
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Parish will host a concert by
Paul Todd and Paul Todd Jr.
at 7 p.m. Monday, July 23, at
the church, 820 E. Charles
St. A free-will offering will
be taken; proceeds will ben-
efit St. Lawrence School.
Paul Todd has entertained
crowds worldwide with his
musical artistry, playing six
keyboards simultaneously.
He will be joined by his son,
Paul Todd Jr., in the concert,
which will include Christian
music as well as original,
classical, popular, Big Band
and Broadway selections.
Visit www.paultodd.com
and paultoddjr.com for
more information.

SetonFest
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish will hold

its annual SetonFest celebra-
tion from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Thursday, July 26, Friday,
July 27, and Saturday, July
28. The event will include
rides, games, food, fire-
works and live music.
Thursday evening’s live
music will feature Father
Kevin McGoldrick & Polka-
motion; My Yellow Rick-
shaw will entertain on Fri-
day and Tastes Like Chicken
on Saturday. An early vigil
Mass will be celebrated at
4:30 p.m. Saturday, followed
by a pasta dinner. St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Church is
located at 10655 Haverstick
Road in Carmel.

Frassati Summerfest
The Frassati Society of
Young Adult Catholics will
host its 2018 Frassati Sum-
merfest “To the Heights” on
July 27-29 at Ellis Lake
Retreat. The weekend of
spiritual renewal, fellow-
ship, food and fun is open
to young adults who are

college age, 20s and 30s. The
event will feature activities
including Eucharistic adora-
tion, the celebration of
Mass, boating, camping,
skeet shooting and zip lin-
ing. Registration is now
under way. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit
the Web site at frassati.org.

Golf outing
OXFORD — Knights of
Columbus Council 9400 will
hold a golf outing on Satur-
day, July 28, at the Oak
Grove Country Club in
Oxford. Cost is $40 per per-
son. The four-person scram-
ble will include a shotgun
start at 1 p.m. A meal will
be served following golf.
The outing will include
longest drive and closest to
pin prizes. Proceeds will
benefit Benton County Spe-
cial Olympics, local food
pantries and Life Teen. Hole
sponsorships are available
for $25 for personal or $50
for business sponsorships.
For more information or to
register, call Tom Etter 
at 765-385-2185 or 
765-385-2713.

Golf outing
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will hold its
annual fund-raising golf
outing on Monday, July 30,
at Plum Creek Golf Club in
Carmel. The four-person
scramble will begin with
lunch at 11:30 a.m. The out-
ing will include a putting
and chipping contest, $2,500
hole-in-one and longest
drive and closest to the pin

prizes. A buffet dinner with
awards and door prizes will
follow the golf. Cost is $125
per person or $450 for a
foursome, which includes
lunch, dinner, golf and entry
for more than $1,400 in door
prizes. For more informa-
tion, call the parish office at
317-485-0150. Registration is
available online at www.
sjvfishers.com. All are wel-
come.

“You Can Call Me Al”
5K run/walk
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
its “You Can Call Me Al” 5K
run/walk beginning at 8
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 4, at the
church, 1870 W. Oak St. The
annual event helps support
St. Alphonsus Liguori’s twin
parish, St. Anthony of
Padua in Croix Fer, Haiti.
For more information, visit
zionsvillecatholic.com. All
are invited to attend.

Priests vs. seminarians
softball game
KOKOMO — The Kokomo
Serra Club will sponsor its
third annual priests vs. sem-
inarians softball game at
noon Saturday, Aug. 4, at
the Kokomo Municipal Sta-
dium in downtown Koko-
mo. Gates and concessions
will open at 11 a.m., with
the first pitch to be thrown
at noon. This is a rain or
shine event; only lightning
will delay the game. Admis-
sion is $5 per person or $20
per family, with all gate pro-
ceeds benefiting the Semi-
narian Fund. The day also

will include free giveaways,
50/50 drawing and a meet-
and-greet down on the field
after the game. For more
information, call Todd
Richey, president of the
Kokomo Serra Club, at 765-
432-1001. All are welcome.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Visit www.wwme.org to
apply. Upcoming weekends
to be held in Indianapolis
include Oct. 19-21. Couples
who already have partici-
pated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

Save the date/”Devoted”
high school event
LAFAYETTE — “Devoted: A
Catholic High School
Event,” hosted by the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis, will
be held Sunday, Nov. 18, at
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School. The
one-day event designed
specifically for high-school
youth will include music,
“TED Talk”-style presenta-
tions, opportunities for
parish group activities and
much more. For more infor-
mation, contact Paul
Sifuentes at psifuentes@dol-
in.org or 765-269-4654.

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Summer schedule
begins

Due to our summer
schedule, the next edition
of The Catholic Moment
will be published July 15.

The summer schedule will
continue with editions on
July 29, Aug. 5 and 19.
Regular weekly publica-
tion will resume on Sept.
2.
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“During my time at the
academy, I fell in love with
the Sisters of St. Joseph,” Sis-
ter Rosie said. 

“My dad was taught by
the sisters at St. Patrick
School in Kokomo, and my
mother came here for
retreats during my grade
school years,” she said. “I
was very shy as a child and
the high school in my home-
town of Kentland seemed
huge to me. 

“My mom and I came to
Tipton for a weekend, and I
liked it, so I came here,” Sis-
ter Rosie said. “Mom would
get me to Oxford where two
other girls and I would take
the Nickel Plate train to Tip-
ton. We had fun.” 

T he Sisters of St. Joseph
arrived in Tipton in
1888. The academy

opened in 1891.
It had its first graduates

— three young girls — in
1892.  

In 1904, the sisters bought
land that is now the site of
the Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. They
built an academy building,
which became the residence
for the sisters and a boarding
high school for girls. 

As the number of sisters
increased and the high
school enrollment grew, the
need for more space resulted
in the building of a new
motherhouse in 1957. The
building known then as St.
Joseph Center served as a
residence for high school
students and sisters who
were teachers, administra-
tors and retired personnel.

The academy graduated
its last class in 1972 due to
decreasing enrollment. 

In 2007, the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Tipton joined with
six other Sisters of St. Joseph
congregations to form the
new Congregation of St.
Joseph. In 2012, the 10 sisters
who still lived at St. Joseph
Center moved to other facili-
ties. 

The reunion day began
with Mass celebrated by
Father Keith Hosey, who
taught at St. Joseph Acade-
my and later served as chap-
lain to the sisters. 

“When you come back to
a place like this, it triggers
memories,” he said in his
homily. “Memories help us
put in perspective the pre-
sent moment. Memories are
part of the soul, that make

you come back in time to the
history of what has gone on
before us. 

“You probably remember
the day you came here and
walked the grounds,” Father
Hosey said. “Remember
when you were seniors ...
Now you are senior citizens.
Yes, we are seniors and we
need to tell the younger gen-
eration about the faith —
that’s the one thing they
should always hold onto. 

“Hold onto your faith,” he
said. “Celebrate the peace
you have now and move
toward that. We breathe in
with every breath the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit. Why
can’t your faith in these
times be your gift to the next
generation?”

Colleen Gray Fuhrmann,
Class of 1967, was a boarder
from Wabash, Ind., who
served as art editor of “The
Palladium,” the school’s
yearbook.

“I wanted to come here
after eighth grade, but my
parents wanted me to go to
Wabash High School,” she
said. “My junior year my
dad said I was going to the
academy. The first day they
dropped me off, I lit up a cig-
arette in my room and some
seniors ran in to spray the
room to get rid of the smell. 

“I loved the school and
loved the girls in my dorm,”
Fuhrman said. “I really liked
Sister Dolores, who taught
history class — but she
didn’t like me. I was a senior
in her class. She said if I
wore my senior cords she

wouldn’t let me into class on
Fridays, so I wore them
every Friday.”

Fuhrman had her senior
yearbook dedicated to Sister
Dolores.

Becky Allen, Class of 1957,
was a boarder from Wina-
mac.

“We had to be in our
rooms at 9 p.m., so we
would write notes and make
paper airplanes with them,
then fly them across the hall-
way into friends’ rooms,”
she said. “We couldn’t make
noise — we knew which
nuns would let you get away
with stuff and which ones
wouldn’t. 

“When I first came here, I
was really homesick and
absolutely hated it,” Allen
said. 

She grew to like it and had
“a great four years after I got
over the first hump. It was a
lot of good memories.”

“I was editor of the year-
book when Colleen was art
editor,” Allen said. “We
would tell our principal, Sis-
ter Caroline, that we wanted
to go to town for the year-
book and she let us go. We
would just go and enjoy our-
selves — it was wonderful.”

“Isn’t it great to be back

here on this hallowed
ground once again? It’s a
great joy to be here where
you all once shared your
meals and your memories,”
said Bridget Brewster, who
served as mission advance-
ment coordinator for the Tip-
ton sisters. “One lesson we
have all learned since the sis-
ters have moved into new
spaces is that our memories,
our history, our present
moments and our future
hopes are not in a place —
they are within us. Not with-
in a specific time. I truly
always am thankful to the
sisters who showed us the
way to let go and to reach
out. ... We here today are liv-
ing a very sacred history and
carrying on a great tradi-
tion.”

Paula Luetgenau
McClain, Class of 1968, said
that during morning
prayers, the sisters sat on
one side of the church and
the girls on the other side.

“When the nuns sang,
they sounded like angels,”
she said. 

Martha Funke Eversfield,
Class of 1958, was among
five girls in her family who
attended the academy. 

“A bus picked us up on
our family farm,” she said.
“Sisters used to come out to
our farm and pick vegeta-
bles.”

Madonna Funke Miller,
Class of 1968, said she
enjoyed the tradition of hav-
ing “little sisters.”

“I had three in the time I
was here,” she said. “It was a

great pleasure —
they would carry
my books and then
I would carry
theirs.  Sister Pierre
was a delight —
she had ‘St. Nick’s
Nook’ where we
could get candy
bars after lunch.” 

Fellow class-
mate Monica
Moore said that she
and her two sisters,
Classes of 1966, ‘67,
and ’68, “kicked
and screamed a
lot” before coming
to the school, but
all attended for
four years.

“Our mother
came here,” Moore
said. “She knew we
would get a differ-
ent and higher
grade education
that would prepare
us for our success-

es, make us the women that
we are today, and make our
lives much happier. ... I have
to thank my parents because
when I got into college, I
knew it was the right thing.
St. Joseph’s Academy helped
me be the successful person
that I am today with my
faith and my strength. We
have a lot to be thankful for
— this congregation, the sis-
ters and the education that
we got.”

Colleen Cain Daves, Class
of 1968, was a boarder along
with three of her sisters. 

“I remember morning
prayer around the statue,”
she said. “We would kneel to
pray and if our skirts weren’t
long enough, the sisters
would send us back to our
rooms to get a longer skirt.”

One of her favorite memo-
ries was being one of 12 girls
asked to join a madrigal
group. 

“I made a lot of good
friends all these years and
the sisters were good teach-
ers and role models for us,”
Daves said. 

“I’m so glad to be back
here,” said Paula Riley, Class
of 1968. “I am so grateful to
have this opportunity — to
see this building again and
see all these people. It’s been
a wonderful day.”

Grateful acknowledge-
ment was given to those who
organized the day: Mike
Kirkland, Sister Jane Frances
Mannion, CSJ, Carolyn Perry
and Pat Milenius. The next
reunion is scheduled for
June 15, 2019.

Alumnae of St. Joseph Academy enjoy reunion, memories

Alumnae of the Class of 1958 — Judith Penz Pearson, Karen Thrine Metzger, Barbara Tragesser
Lipetri, Sister Jane Frances Mannion, CSJ, and Charlotte Tragesser Gilliam — were among those
attending the June 23 reunion. (Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)

“I am so grateful to have

this opportunity — to see

this building again and

see all these people. It’s

been a wonderful day.”
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, June 30,
1968: More than 325 CYO
(Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion) members took part in
the recent Diocesan Field
Day in Lafayette. Fifteen
parishes of the diocese were
represented at the event,
which included sports com-
petitions and a dance.

• 25 years ago, July 4,
1993: The 60th annual nove-
na to St. Ann will be held
this month at St. Ann
Church in Lafayette. The
first novena was held on the
first Friday of January 1933
and it has attracted hun-
dreds of people each year.

• 10 years ago, July 6,
2008: Five high school se-
niors from St. Alphonsus
Liguori Parish, Zionsville, re-
cently participated in a
weeklong “Urban Plunge”
program, staying and work-
ing at the Su Casa Catholic
Worker House on Chicago’s
South Side.

• Five years ago, June 30,
2013: Twenty-five youth
turned out recently for the
second annual Youth Walk-
ing Pilgrimage in Lafayette
and West Lafayette, an
eight-hour trek connecting
the two cities’ Catholic
churches. The walkers were
high-school students or re-
cent graduates.

Saints 
of the week

Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati

(1901-1925)
Feast: July 4

The son of an Italian
statesman and newspa-
per founder, Pier Gior-
gio was active in the
Italian Catholic Univer-
sity Federation and anti-
fascist movement. His
ardent politics led to his
arrest during the 1921
Congress of Catholic
Youth in Rome. 

Also deeply spiritual,
he joined the Confrater-
nity of the Rosary and
St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety and became a Do-
minican tertiary in 1922. 

After his sudden
death from polio, he be-
came an inspiration to
university students. 

He was beatified in
1990.

(Catholic News Service)

A scratch-and-sniff stamp and a history of innovation

T he numbers don’t
look good for the U.S.
Postal Service. Last

year it reported its sixth
straight annual operating
loss, in the amount of $2.7
billion. During fiscal year
2017, the USPS delivered 149
billion pieces of mail, down
from 154 billion the previous
year — and a major drop
from its peak of 213 billion in
2006.

The average American is
no longer using the mail to
send greeting cards or
newsy letters, family photos
at Christmas or postcards
from vacation. In fact, the
average American couldn’t
tell you the cost of a stamp.
(It’s 50 cents, up a penny
from the 2017 rate.) So we
are all to blame for the strug-
gles of the postal service.  

And yet, reports of its
demise have been greatly ex-
aggerated. It averted a 2009

proposal to cut back to five
days of delivery a week and
defied reports that it was
going out of business. 

In 2015, it appointed its
first female postmaster gen-
eral. In 2017, it launched In-
formed Delivery, a free ser-
vice that provides a digital
preview of the mail that will
be landing in your mailbox
later that day. And last
month it issued a set of
scratch-and-sniff stamps.

The postal service offers a
remarkable value proposi-
tion. For just 50 cents, mail

carriers will deliver your
handcrafted message any-
where in the United States!
The distance from Anchor-
age to Miami spans nearly
5,000 miles, breaking down
to a hundredth of a penny
per mile. 

Compare that with the
Pony Express pricing in 1860
— $10 an ounce — and, ad-
justing for inflation, you see
a business that has drastical-
ly improved its service at
ever lower prices. 

Amid continued mur-
murs of doom and gloom, of
a failing business model in a
rewired communications
landscape, I find it refresh-
ing to consider the USPS’
history, beginning in 1775
when Benjamin Franklin
was appointed the first post-
master general. The postal
service is one of the few gov-
ernment agencies explicitly
authorized by the U.S. Con-

stitution, and over the cen-
turies it has innovated again
and again. 

In 1845, it hired the first
woman to carry mail, ferry-
ing it from the train depot to
the post office in
Charlestown, Md. By 1860, a
woman worked a contract
route, a “tall, muscular
woman” the Boston Daily
Globe dubbed “Brave Polly
Martin.” In the winter, Mar-
tin said in an interview, she
often had to dig her horse
out of snow drifts, and once
she was accosted by robbers.  

The postal service pio-
neered airmail delivery,
building an entire aviation
infrastructure years before
passenger airline service be-
came profitable. Eddie Gard-
ner, one of its first pilots, was
nicknamed “Turkey Bird”
because his wobbly takeoffs
resembled a turkey trying to
fly.  

To appreciate the postal
service’s history is to recog-
nize how much it has weath-
ered and how far it has come
— and, as a byproduct, to be-
lieve in its future. 

So, too, is it with the
Catholic Church. Reports
that we are losing members
faster than any other denom-
ination in the United States
are troubling. But the oldest
Christian faith offers a ser-
vice like no other: food for
the soul. 

To reimagine our future,
we must remember our past
— beginning with an educa-
tion for young Catholics,
whose appreciation for his-
tory may surprise you. 

Where we are headed de-
pends on where we have
been. 

Christina Capecchi is a free-
lance writer from Inver Grove
Heights, Minn.

Twenty

Something

BY CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Charles Church, Otterbein.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m. 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

A baccalaureate Mass was celebrated recently at St. Patrick Church
in Oxford for graduating seniors of St. Patrick, Oxford, and St. Charles,
Otterbein. Front row: Kierstin Vorst, Lauren Cox, Hannah Barnard and
Kathryn Gant; back row: Nicholas Daily, Annie Wetli, Ally Souligne, pas-
tor Father Bob Klemme, Maddie Burgett, Amy Doyle and Blane Baker.
(Photo provided) 

St. Peter Parish in Winamac recently hosted a Mass and breakfast
for graduating seniors and their families from the Precious Blood Cluster
(St. Peter Parish, St. Joseph Parish in Pulaski and St. Francis Solano
Parish in Francesville). With Father Leroy Kinnaman are Emma Eldridge
(St. Peter), Emma Hoover (St. Joseph), Erica Gualajara (St. Peter) and
Jonathan Ottow (St. Francis). (Photo provided) 
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