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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Pope Francis has accepted
the resignation from the
College of Cardinals of Car-
dinal Theodore E. McCar-
rick, retired 
archbishop
of Wash-
ington, and
has
ordered
him to
maintain “a
life of
prayer and
penance”
until a 
canonical trial examines
accusations that he sexually
abused minors.

The announcement came
first from the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops
and a few minutes later
from the Vatican press
office.

The press office said July
28 that the previous evening
Pope Francis had received
Archbishop McCarrick’s let-
ter of “resignation as a
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Global AIDS meeting: Struggle against virus isn’t over
By Paul Jeffrey
Catholic News Service

AMSTERDAM (CNS) —
Despite rumors of its
demise, the AIDS pandemic
is far from over, and church-
es must continue to play a
critical role in combating the
disease, Catholic leaders
were told at an international
gathering of more than
15,000 AIDS researchers and
activists.

“We broke the conspiracy
of silence, but now we face
the conspiracy of compla-
cency,” said Michel Sidibe,
executive director of the
Joint United Nations Pro-
gram on HIV/AIDS, known
as UNAIDS, in a July 24 con-

versation with Catholic and
other faith leaders at the
International AIDS Confer-
ence in Amsterdam.

“Science is important. But
social change is also needed,
and social change happens
with faith-based organiza-
tions,” he said.

While progress has been
made in testing, treatment
and prevention of HIV in
many settings, the agency
warns that new infections
are on the rise in some
regions and among several
key populations, and drug-
resistant forms of the virus
are beginning to appear. 

In addition, a population 

(Continued on Page 11)

Michel Sidibe, executive director of the Joint United
Nations Program on HIV/AIDS, looks on as Maryknoll
Father Richard Bauer speaks at the 2018 International
AIDS Conference in Amsterdam. (CNS photo/Paul Jeffrey)

From Poland to Lafayette: ‘The Universal Church was there’

Polish priest enjoys
‘rich’ experience 

at St. Boniface Parish
By Kevin Cullen
For the Catholic Moment

LAFAYETTE — St. Boni-
face Church was founded
by German immigrants in
1853. For decades, German
was spoken from the pul-
pit, in classrooms, even on
the playground.

But Father Stanislaw
Zieminski, 44, a gray-
haired Franciscan from
Lodz, Poland, recently
spent three weeks there to
improve his English skills. 

He flew home on July 28,
impressed by the Church’s
universality. Through the
familiar, age-old words and
rituals of the Mass, he said,
Catholics are one in Christ
... brothers and sisters ...
whether they be in Africa
or Asia, Ecuador or Siberia,
Poland or Indiana. 

“The church is (God’s)
house,” he said. “Even if
you don’t understand the
language, you understand
the Mass. That’s very
important. That has been
true through the ages as

people came from other
countries.”

Poland is approximately
90 percent Catholic. It’s not
unusual for churches to be
filled to overflowing, even
at weekday Masses.

Although Catholics are a
minority group in the
Lafayette diocese, Father
Zieminski said he was
impressed by the sense of
community that he saw and
felt at St. Boniface.

“I met many very reli-
gious people here, people
who practice their faith and
come to church to pray,” he
said in an interview in the
parish rectory. “Many peo-
ple are really part of their
church community. They
help at church. They help at
Mass ... They are the future
of the Church in the United
States. The Church won’t
exist without the people.”

Father Zieminski was
ordained 17 years ago. Back
home, he serves a Francis-
can parish and works as a 

(Continued on Page 10)

Father Stanislaw Zieminski (above) recently spent three
weeks at St. Boniface Parish in Lafayette to improve
his English skills. “He has been such a joy,” said
Father Timothy Alkire, pastor of St. Boniface. (Photo by
Kevin Cullen)
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1) Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15
2) Ephesians 4:17, 20-24
3) Gospel: John 6:24-35

Monday, Aug. 6
Transfiguration of the Lord
1) Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
2) 2 Peter 1:16-19
3) Gospel: Mark 9:2-10

Tuesday, Aug. 7
1) Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 
18-22
2) Gospel: Matthew 14:22-
36 or Matthew 15:1-2, 10-
14

Wednesday, Aug. 8
1) Jeremiah 31:1-7
2) Gospel: Matthew 15:21-
28

Thursday, Aug. 9
1) Jeremiah 31:31-34
2) Gospel: Matthew 16:13-
23

Friday, Aug. 10
1) 2 Corinthians 9:6-10
2) Gospel: John 12:24-26

Saturday, Aug. 11
1) Habakkuk 1:12 to 2:4
2) Gospel: Matthew 17:14-
20

August 5
18th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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Archbishop McCarrick; the Pennsylvania report

I address you now 1) so that you
know I am paying attention to
what is going on, and 2) because

it’s part of my ministry to be an advo-
cate for the safety of people,
their good reputations and the
good name of our Church.

You have read about Arch-
bishop McCarrick’s demotion
in this paper and in other
media. By later this week, we
expect to see the Pennsylvania
grand jury publish its investi-
gation of five dioceses in that
state. At this writing, I do not
know whether this probe was
limited to crimes against
minors, or which years it sur-
veys, but it does name abusers
and anyone who failed to
make proper reports or firings.

Before continuing here, the suffer-
ing of victims of sexual abuse must be
acknowledged. The victims themselves
need acknowledgment. General
prayers and apologies are necessary,
but not sufficient. In each case, you or
I may not know what to say when we
speak with victims because of the
uniqueness of each person and his or
her history. I treat people as I would
meeting anyone for the first time. I
want to be present in the moment.

I know something about wanting to
feel real in the moment. You might be
surprised how often people walk past
me because they don’t know how to
address me. (“Hello, bishop” is a
start.) 

So, with regard to victim-survivors,
without minimizing what has hap-
pened in general, or what has hap-
pened to the particular victim, it is
important to give a person the present
moment when someone has already
stolen parts of their past and future.

That being said, the McCarrick situ-

ation has renewed public inquiry
about all of us bishops. It does not sur-
prise me. Who knew what and when,
and did not report it? The report on

Archbishop McCarrick did
surprise me. I had not heard
even a whisper about him.
There is evidence that various
people made allegations and
had reported them in the Unit-
ed States and in Rome. What
has gone wrong? We deserve
to find out. If the news is dam-
aging, we have to hope it will
damage and then help to cor-
rect an allegedly corrupt
process.

I have been trying to frame
my disgust, anger and sorrow
in some graced way. I may
have been given a path in St.

Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthi-
ans, chapter 7. He had saddened some
people by a letter containing his frank
criticism of them.

“You were filled with sorrow that
came from God. Thus you did not suf-
fer any loss from us. Indeed, sorrow
for God’s sake produces a repentance
without regrets, leading to salvation,
whereas worldly sorrow brings
death.”

I wrote about repentance a few
weeks ago (The Catholic Moment, July
15). It is a dissatisfaction with some-
thing about oneself. In today’s context,
it applies to the conference of bishops.
So I pray that ours will not be a world-
ly sorrow.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) will have responses
to the McCarrick reports, and whatev-
er surfaces in Pennsylvania. Even so,
each bishop is free to speak for himself
and we will.

It is not impossible for the confer-
ence to hire an outside investigator.

This happened in 2002 when the
whole body of the USCCB voted to
engage the John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice to research the matter of
clergy abuse of minors. That landmark
2004 report is available online.

On July 24, I communicated with
our clergy in the diocese regarding the
McCarrick “fallout.” I ended with
three points:

• The Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People, Article 17,
calls for the ongoing human formation
of the clergy with regard to chastity
and celibacy. Expect to see this on our
future meeting calendar.

• Read the Code of Conduct and
the Employee Handbook that are post-
ed on our diocesan Web site. The parts
about misconduct or harassment are
worth reviewing. Those of us in lead-
ership positions have the responsibili-
ty to minimize risks to the well-being
and reputations of our co-workers and
volunteers, so they can feel safe in
their work.

• Be aware that all this news touch-
es on our vocations efforts. It can affect
the morale of our seminarians and
aspirants to religious life. I am aware
that their families will have questions
concerning treatment of their sons and
daughters. I commend this last point
to your prayers. 

Let me conclude here by borrowing
from a thoughtful preacher. “Concord
Pastor” blogged his “loaves and fish-
es” homily for the 17th Sunday in
Ordinary Time, ending it thus: “Will
you pray with me today that Jesus will
feed every hunger that is ours and
heal and nourish our hungry, wound-
ed, broken, abused Church?

“And pray with me this morning
that in spite of the infidelity of some,
we will remain faithful, faithful to the
One who is ever faithful to us.”

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

Archbishop to keep ‘life of prayer, penance’ until canonical trial

(Continued from Page 1)

member of the College of
Cardinals.”

“Pope Francis accepted
his resignation from the car-
dinalate and has ordered his
suspension from the exercise
of any public ministry,
together with the obligation
to remain in a house yet to
be indicated to him, for a life
of prayer and penance until
the accusations made
against him are examined in
a regular canonical trial,” the
Vatican statement said.

In late June, Archbishop
McCarrick, the 88-year-old
retired archbishop of Wash-
ington, said he would no
longer exercise any public
ministry “in obedience” to
the Vatican after an allega-
tion he abused a teenager 47

years ago in the Archdiocese
of New York was found
credible. The cardinal has
said he is innocent.

In the weeks that followed
the announcement, another
man came forward claiming
he was abused as a child by
Archbishop McCarrick and
several former seminarians
have spoken out about being
sexually harassed by the car-
dinal.

Although unusual, with-
drawal from the College of
Cardinals in such circum-
stances is not unheard of.
Just 10 days before then-
Pope Benedict XVI retired in
2013, Scottish Cardinal Keith
O’Brien announced he
would not participate in the
conclave to elect Pope Bene-
dict’s successor because he
did not want media atten-

tion focused on him there.
Pope Benedict had accept-

ed the cardinal’s resignation
as archbishop of St. Andrews
and Edinburgh after reports
that three priests and a for-
mer priest had accused the
cardinal of “inappropriate
conduct” with them going
back to the 1980s. 

Cardinal Daniel N.
DiNardo of Galveston-
Houston, USCCB president,
thanked the pope for accept-
ing Archbishop McCarrick’s
resignation from the College
of Cardinals. In a July 28
statement, he said: “I thank
the Holy Father for his lead-
ership in taking this impor-
tant step. It reflects the prior-
ity the Holy Father places on
the need for protection and
care for all our people and
the way failures in this area

affect the life of the Church
in the United States.”

In New Jersey, Cardinal
Joseph W. Tobin of Newark,
an archdiocese then-Arch-
bishop McCarrick headed
1986-2000, stated: “The
somber announcement from
the Vatican this morning will
impact the Catholic commu-
nity of the Archdiocese of
Newark with particular
force.

“This latest news is a nec-
essary step for the Church to
hold itself accountable for
sexual abuse and harass-
ment perpetrated by its min-
isters, no matter their rank,”
Cardinal Tobin said. “I ask
my brothers and sisters to
pray for all who may have
been harmed by the former
cardinal, and to pray for him
as well.”
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How to report an incident of sexual abuse of a minor

If you or someone you know has been a victim of child sexu-
al abuse by a person working for the Roman Catholic Church
in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana (such as a priest, dea-
con, sister, brother, lay officer, lay employee, lay volunteer, etc.)
you are requested to report the incident in the following man-
ner:

1) Make a report to Child Protective Services by calling 800-
800-5556.

2) Call the Office of the Vicar General (800-942-2397) or the
Office of Assistance Ministry (800-533-7018) for the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana.

3) Compose in writing a detailed description of the facts/inci-
dents of the abuse and send it as soon as possible to: Mr. Max
Layden, P.O. Box 909, Lafayette, IN 47902. 

4) Thereafter, an investigation will be undertaken by or on
behalf of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.

Cómo denunciar un incidente de abuso sexual 
contra un menor

Si usted o alguien que conoce ha sido víctima del abuso sexual infantil por
parte de una persona que trabaje para la Iglesia Católica-Romana en la
Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana (tal como un sacerdote, diácono, religioso,
funcionario laico, empleado, voluntario, etc.) se le pide que denuncie el inci-
dente de la siguiente forma:

1) Realice una denuncia ante la organización de protección para menores
llamando al 800-800-5556.

2) Llame a la Oficina del Vicario General (800-942-2397) o a la oficina del
ministerio de asistencia (800-533-7018) de la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indi-
ana. 

3) Redacte una descripción detallada de los hechos e incidentes de dicho
abuso y envíela tan pronto como sea posible a:  Mr. Max Layden, P.O. Box
909, Lafayette, IN 47902. 

4) Posteriormente, la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana o un representante
de ésta, llevará a cabo una investigación.

The National Religious
Retirement Office (NRRO)
distributed $25 million in
June to 360 religious com-
munities across the United
States to aid in the care of
senior members. The funds
were made possible by the
annual Retirement Fund
for Religious collection,
which benefits elderly
Catholic sisters, brothers,
and priests in religious
orders. The most recent
appeal raised just over $28
million. The Catholic bish-
ops of the United States
launched the Retirement
Fund for Religious in 1988
to address the significant
lack of retirement funding
among religious communi-
ties. The NRRO coordi-
nates the annual appeal
and distributes the pro-
ceeds to eligible religious
communities. “Traditional-
ly, women and men reli-
gious served for little to no
pay,” said Presentation Sis-
ter Stephanie Still, the

NRRO’s executive director.
“Today, hundreds of reli-
gious communities lack
sufficient retirement sav-
ings. Proceeds from the
annual collection enable
our office to distribute
financial assistance that
helps communities provide
for aging members.” The
funding disbursed in June
is known as Direct Care
Assistance and represents
the bulk of financial sup-
port distributed by the
NRRO. Throughout the
year, additional funding
also is allocated for reli-
gious communities with
the greatest needs and for
ongoing education.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Graduating
seniors
from St.
Alphonsus
Liguori
Parish in
Zionsville
gathered at
the end of
the school
year to cele-
brate a bac-
calaureate
Mass. The
students rep-
resented four
different high
schools.
(Photo 
provided)

Knights of Columbus
Council 456 of Lafayette
recently presented a chalice to
the Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center in Tipton.
After its remodeling, the cen-
ter has a number of different
liturgical spaces available
where Mass may be celebrated
for various groups in atten-
dance at retreats. Father David
Huemmer, spiritual director
and chaplain at the center,
sent out a request to Knights’
councils throughout the
Lafayette diocese for assis-
tance in providing the neces-
sary vessels to equip each
space. A number of councils
have responded. At left: Dea-
con Todd Marye of Council 456
presents the chalice, which is
emblazoned with the Knights
of Columbus seal and
inscribed with the council’s
name on the bottom, to Father
Huemmer. Deacon Marye
serves on the advisory com-
mittee for the center. (Photo
provided)
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Forty years a priest, ‘I would love to have 40 more’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

ANDERSON — “The
priesthood has been more of
a fulfillment in my life than I
would ever have dreamed,”
said Msgr. Robert L. Sell III,
J.C.L. He will celebrate the
40th anniversary of his ordi-
nation on Sept. 30.

“I have vivid memories all
around the diocese of differ-
ent things I have been able to
be a part of,” he said. “I have
been able to make friends
with families throughout the
diocese with whom I still
keep contact, who have very
special places in my life and
in my heart. I think that’s
one thing priesthood does
for any man who enters into
this ministry with the under-
standing of being a servant. 

“If you receive the priest-
hood as a gift of helping oth-
ers know God in their life,
you end up realizing what a
gift that it becomes and not
necessarily the burden that it
seems to some people,”
Msgr. Sell said. “You see
how priesthood becomes a
stepping stone for your life
into the lives of other people
and how by virtue of the
trust they share with you,
you are able to understand
the trust they place in God
because of the ministry they
have through you. Those are
blessings of 40 years of min-
istry. If I could, I would love
to have 40 more.”

B orn in Baltimore to the
late Robert and Helen
Sutter Sell, Robert L.

Sell III was one of six chil-
dren, along with his identi-
cal twin brother and four sis-
ters, one of whom is
deceased.  

When he was 10 years old,
the Sells moved to Fair-
mount, W.Va., and three
years later, to Youngstown,
Ohio.

“From the time I was 5
years old, I wanted to be a
priest,” he said. “There was
something about the spiritu-
al sense I got when I entered
a church. 

“I used to practice Mass in
the basement, making vest-
ments out of the Sunday
paper cartoon pages,” Msgr.
Sell said. “I taped them
together making a front and
a back and they were color-
ful, just like vestments the
priests wore. Then I used
white Necco wafers for hosts
and water in a cup as a chal-
ice.”

His brother, John, was his
congregation “once in a
while. We did serve Mass
together and people loved it
because we looked like the
same person, but he never
had any inclination to the
priesthood.”

After high school, Msgr.
Sell entered St. Charles Bor-
romeo Seminary in Wick-
liffe, Ohio. 

“When I went into the
seminary, my brother went
into the Air Force,” he said.
“After basic training, he
came to the seminary to say
goodbye before leaving for
Vietnam. When he arrived, I
had him put on my cassock
and I put on his uniform.”

The real seminarian took
his brother’s car and left
campus, “which you weren’t
allowed to do,” Msgr. Sell
said. “I went shopping and
John followed my class
schedule all morning —
nobody knew. When I came
back, I put on my Sunday
cassock and went to lunch. I
sat down beside John and
the guy across the table spat
out his milk because he
thought he was seeing dou-
ble. When the dean saw it, he
rang his bell for silence and
called for me. I was ground-
ed for four months.”

It was a severe punish-
ment because seminarians
were only allowed off cam-
pus for two hours one after-
noon each week. 

“Yeah, it was worth it,”
Msgr. Sell said. “It was a lot
of fun to do that.”

He left the seminary after
six years and worked as a

surgical orderly for 1½ years.
He remained in contact with
his spiritual director, who
thought the young man was
destined for the priesthood.
He arranged a meeting with
a close friend, Bishop Ray-
mond J. Gallagher, third
bishop of the Lafayette dio-
cese. 

“I met with Bishop Gal-
lagher on July 4, 1976,”
Msgr. Sell said. “At the end
of that time, he said, ‘Robert,
I want you in the seminary
by September because as far
as I’m concerned you’re a
candidate for my diocese.’”

He was ordained by Bish-
op Gallagher at St. Mary
Church, Muncie, on Sept. 30,
1978.

“The bishop had cere-
monies there so my family
wouldn’t have a long dis-
tance to travel,” Msgr. Sell
said. “In April, I had been
made lector at St. Mary,
Muncie; in May, I traveled to
the bishop’s chapel in
Lafayette to receive acolyte
with my parents present,
and in June I was ordained a
deacon in Muncie. It was
only a three-month dia-
conate because the bishop
said he needed priests.”

The new priest’s first
assignment was as associate
pastor at St. Ambrose,
Anderson. He was reas-
signed to the parish as pas-
tor six years ago and said it’s
wonderful to be back where
his public ministry began. 

Lee Crum, a member of
St. Ambrose, Anderson, has
known Msgr. Sell since he
was ordained. 

“Msgr. Sell has been
instrumental in changing the
way I viewed life and faith
over the years,” he said.
“He’s pretty special to my
wife and me. I’m a convert to
Catholicism and have found
real peace in my relationship
with the Church. He has
been instrumental in making
my life much better and has
improved my relationship
with my wife and family.

“I think his 40 years of
priesthood is a testament to
someone who has worked
hard to gain more knowl-
edge and understand where
he fit — and I think he found
his place and represents all
of us very well,” Crum said.
“He has a great understand-
ing of our Church and reli-
gion. I look at the core of the
man and I fully believe that
Msgr. Sell glows — he’s spe-
cial for a lot of reasons. He
brings a balance to our
Church that’s really need-
ed.”

In 1981, Msgr. Sell was
named associate pastor of St.
Charles Borromeo, Peru. 

From 1984-89, he studied
canon law in Rome. 

“Had I not come to Indi-
ana through the gracious-
ness of Bishop Gallagher, I
would never have been
ordained,” Msgr. Sell said. “I
would never have been sent
to Rome, and I would never
have met Mother Teresa and
worked with the Missionar-
ies of Charity or met Pope
John Paul II.

“Meeting and working
with Mother Teresa has been
one of the greatest blessings

of my priesthood,” he said.
“She was wonderful. She
was a short woman who
only came up to my chest. I
used to stoop down to see
her face-to-face when we
talked. She always said to
me, ‘Stand up, stand up.
God made you tall and God
made the size that I am so
that I can look into your
heart.’”

Two things in particular
that she said have stayed
with him over the years:

“God is not going to care
about how many titles you
have in front of your name
and how many initials you
have after your name. He
will only ask you one thing:
‘How many of my children
did you lead to my son,
Jesus?’” — and — “When
you are praying the Mass
and you come to the offerto-
ry and you drop the water
into the wine of the chalice,
you are dropping me into
the heart of Jesus.’”

While Msgr. Sell was
studying in Rome, a class-
mate came for a visit. They
were able to attend a private
Mass with Pope John Paul II
in his chapel in the Vatican. 

Msgr. Sell was asked to
proclaim the Gospel, and
after Mass the pope’s master
of ceremony, Msgr. (now Car-
dinal) Stanislaw Dziwisz,
said, ‘The Holy Father wants
to know — were you ever an
actor? Because he was most
impressed with your procla-
mation of the Gospel.’”

Upon his return to the
Lafayette diocese, Msgr. Sell
worked on the diocesan Tri-
bunal and served as an asso-
ciate pastor at Blessed Sacra-
ment, West Lafayette. 

In 1991, he was named
vicar general, chancellor and
moderator of the curia (the
first moderator of the dio-
cese in 22 years). 

“I don’t recall what led
me to choose (then Father)
Sell to serve as vicar general
of our Local Church, but I
rank that decision among the
most important and on tar-
get of the 26 years I served as
diocesan bishop,” said Bish-
op Emeritus William L. Higi.
“He brought with him a
group of priests with whom
he had specialized in the
study of Church law and
with whom he felt free to
consult when faced with a
variety of issues brought to
the bishop’s office. There
was also common sense and
outstanding energy.

(Continued on Page 5)

Msgr. Robert L. Sell III currently serves as pastor of St. Ambrose and St. Mary parishes
in Anderson. (Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)
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(Continued from Page 4)

“From where I stand, his
goal as vicar general was to
be sensitive to the needs of
the clergy as well as the
laity,” he said. “I am most
grateful that he made me
look good on numerous
occasions. I believe he
served and continues to
serve the Church very well.
How different things no
doubt would be without his
40 years of priestly ministry.
I know he has enriched my
life.”

Upon nomination by
Bishop Higi, Father Sell
received the distinction of
prelate of honor with the
title of Reverend Monsignor
from Pope John Paul II in
1998.

“Msgr. Sell was always a
mentor for me when he was
vicar general and I was
newly ordained,” said
Father Ted Dudzinski, J.C.L.,
who now serves as the dio-
cese’s vicar general, chancel-
lor and moderator of the
curia. “He took me under his
wing and was always very
kind to me.

“When I went to Rome,
his kindness showed forth
when he met me and my

family at the airport and
wished me well, prayed for
us and gave me a little pock-
et money for Italy. He is a

very spiritual guide and
gave me insight into my
work with Mother Teresa’s
sisters.

“He is just a great guy,”
Father Dudzinski said.
“When I came back, he men-
tored me and he would
always point to his own
chair and say, ‘You’re next in
it.’ He still is a great resource
when I need him and always
takes my calls.”

While serving as vicar
general, Msgr. Sell was
named as administrator of
Sacred Heart, Fowler, and St.
Mary, Dunnington, in 1999;
administrator of St. Anne,
Monterey, and St. Joseph,
Reynolds, in 2001; and in
2006, administrator of St.
Cecilia, DeMotte. 

In 2013, he left the role of
vicar general and was
named pastor of St. Mary
and St. Ambrose, Anderson.

“I have to say that being
back in parish ministry is
really a gift for me, because
that is the reason I was
ordained,” Msgr. Sell said. “I
never considered myself
ordained to become an offi-
cial of the Church or to have
the vested power that I had
in the years I was vicar gen-
eral. I think perhaps some of
the hard experiences I had in
my formation helped me in
my years as vicar general to
be empathetic toward peo-

ple who were suffering. To
be able to be back among
God’s people and to minister
the sacraments to God’s peo-
ple and with them is really a
highlight of my priesthood.”

“Msgr. Sell was not only
our parish priest for many
years, but became our very
dear friend. We consider him
family,” said Donna Dolniak,
a member of St. Cecilia,
DeMotte. “He was assigned
to our parish the same time
that we moved here and we
think God put him in our
lives for a reason.” 

The family has a daugh-
ter, Adrianna, and a son,
Tyler, who has special needs. 

“Tyler had to live in a cen-
ter in Indianapolis for two
years after Msgr. Sell was
moved to Anderson,” she
said. “Monsignor drove to
Indy and celebrated Mass
for our family every other
weekend. He also drove
from Anderson to be Tyler’s
confirmation sponsor. We
just think the world of him.
Though we live apart now,
our friendship continues, the
prayers continue — he is
family. We would do any-
thing for him, as he would
do for us. He’s our angel and
we think the world of him.”

Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

Silent retreat for men

Men ages 19 and older
are invited to come and
enjoy a weekend experi-
ence of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. The
silent retreat will begin at 6
p.m. Friday, Aug. 10, and
end at 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
12. The retreat will include
Mass, holy hour, confer-
ences on prayer, and plenty
of quiet time to reflect on
the Scriptures. Amenities
include a comfortable, full-
service room and six meals.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost is
$175 per person. A mini-
mum of five retreatants is
needed. Deadline for regis-
tration is Aug. 3. For more
information, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

Five-day silent retreat 

Men and women ages 19
and older are invited to
come and enjoy a week in
the wonder of silence and
Scripture. This silent retreat
will begin at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Aug. 13, and end at 3
p.m. Friday, Aug. 17. The
retreat will include Mass,
holy hour, a conference on
prayer, and plenty of quiet
time to reflect on the Scrip-
tures. Amenities include a
comfortable, full-service
room and 12 meals. Please
let us know of any dietary
restrictions. Cost is $350
per person. A minimum of
five retreatants is needed.
Deadline for registration is
Aug. 6. For more informa-
tion, contact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org  or 765-
551-9570.

Silent retreat for women

Women ages 19 and
older are invited to come
and enjoy a weekend expe-
rience of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. The
silent retreat will begin at 6
p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, and
end at 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
26. The retreat will include
Mass, holy hour, confer-
ences on prayer, and plenty
of quiet time to reflect on
the Scriptures. Amenities
include a comfortable, full-
service room and six meals.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost is
$175 per person. A mini-
mum of five retreatants is
needed. Deadline for regis-
tration is Aug. 17. For more

information, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

“Get Away for a Day”
retreat

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Men and women ages 19
and older are invited to
come to the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter for a day of quiet and
solitude from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 28.
Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful grounds, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, and spend time
in one of our comfortable
rooms on the full-service
floor, or in the chapel for
prayer with the Lord. Mass
and confession will be
available during the day.
Cost is $40 per person,
which includes room and
lunch. Please let us know
of any dietary restrictions.

Deadline for registration is
Aug. 21. For more informa-
tion, contact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Psalms retreat

Men and women ages 19
and older are invited to
come learn more about
how the Book of Psalms
can be a source of strength
to help navigate through
the different seasons of life.
The retreat will begin at 10
a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 11, and
end at 3 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 13. Amenities include
a comfortable, full-service
room and seven meals.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost is
$185 per person. A mini-
mum of five retreatants is
needed. Deadline for regis-
tration is Sept 4. For more
information, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

Msgr. Sell to celebrate ordination anniversary Sept. 30

Msgr. Sell met St. Teresa of Kolkata while studying canon
law in Rome. “Meeting and working with Mother Teresa
has been one of the greatest blessings of my priest-
hood,” he said. (Photo provided)
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Aug. 3, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

“You Can Call Me Al”
5K run/walk
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
its “You Can Call Me Al” 5K
run/walk beginning at 8
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 4, at the
church, 1870 W. Oak St. The
annual event helps support
St. Alphonsus Liguori’s twin

parish, St. Anthony of
Padua in Croix Fer, Haiti.
For more information, visit
zionsvillecatholic.com. All
are invited to attend.

Priests vs. seminarians
softball game
KOKOMO — The Kokomo
Serra Club will sponsor its
third annual priests vs. sem-
inarians softball game at
noon Saturday, Aug. 4, at
the Kokomo Municipal Sta-
dium in downtown Koko-
mo. Gates and concessions
will open at 11 a.m., with
the first pitch to be thrown
at noon. This is a rain or
shine event; only lightning
will delay the game. Admis-
sion is $5 per person or $20
per family, with all gate pro-
ceeds benefiting the Semi-
narian Fund. The day also
will include free giveaways,
50/50 drawing and a meet-
and-greet down on the field
after the game. Sponsors for
the event include Richard
Building Supply, Eye Physi-
cians Inc., Moore Title Com-
pany, Erik’s Chevrolet,
Southside Marathon,
Advanced Medical Imaging,
Queen of Angels Gift Shop
in Muncie, True Realty, the
Wyman Group and the
Maher family. For more
information, call Todd
Richey, president of the
Kokomo Serra Club, at 765-
432-1001. All are welcome.

St. John Vianney 
feast day celebration
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will host its 13th
annual St. John Vianney
feast day celebration after

the 4:30 p.m. Mass on Satur-
day, Aug. 4. The evening
will include a parish picnic
(food and beverages provid-
ed), games, fireworks and
more. All are welcome to
attend. St. John Vianney
Parish is located at 15176
Blessed Mother Blvd. in
Fishers. For more informa-
tion, call the parish office at
317-485-0150 or visit the
Web site at www.sjvfishers.
com.

Cursillo ultreya
ZIONSVILLE — The
Zionsville Cursillo commu-
nity will host an ultreya, a
gathering of the Cursillo
community, on Saturday
evening, Aug. 4, in the
parish hall at St. Alphonsus
Liguori Church. All Cursil-
listas, friends or those inter-
ested in making a Cursillo
are encouraged to attend all
or part of the evening: 5:30
p.m. Mass, 6:30 p.m. pitch-
in dinner and 7:30 p.m.
ultreya/speaker. Those
attending the dinner are
asked to bring a salad, veg-
etable or dessert. For more
information, call Virlee
Weaver at 317-910-8169. St.
Alphonsus Liguori Church
is located at 1870 W. Oak St.

Rummage sale
DEMOTTE — St. Cecilia
Parish will hold a rummage
sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 9, and 9
a.m. to noon Friday, Aug.
10, in the church hall, locat-
ed at 15th and Birch streets.
Large items and furniture
will be individually priced.
Other items will be $5 a bag

on Thursday and $2 a bag
on Friday. All are invited to
attend.

Fish and tenderloin fry
KEWANNA — St. Ann
Parish will host its 54th
annual fish and hand-bread-
ed tenderloin fry, prepared
by Dan’s Fish Fry Service,
from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 10. All-you-care-
to-eat fish and tenderloin
meals will include baked
beans, coleslaw, fresh gar-
den vegetables and more
side dishes, as well as
homemade pies. Cost is $9
for adults and $5 for chil-
dren ages 5 to 13. For more
information, call Deb Walsh
at 765-863-4774 or Maurice
Cohagan at 574-835-1676.
All are welcome to attend.

Praise and Worship Night
WEST LAFAYETTE — The
Church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment invites all to attend a
Praise and Worship Night
on Saturday, Aug. 11, at the
parish, 2224 Sacramento
Drive. Music will begin at 5
p.m. The evening also will
include food, Kona Ice and
family-friendly activities,
with face painting, balloon
animals, games and more.
Please bring a lawn chair or
blanket if outdoor seating is
desired.

Blood drive
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will hold a blood
drive from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 12. The
blood drive will be conduct-
ed through the Indiana
Blood Center and is spon-

sored by Knights of Colum-
bus Council 14582. To
donate, visit the Web site at
www.donorpoint.org or
www.sjvfishers.com. For
more information, call the
parish office at 317-485-
0150.  St. John Vianney
Parish is located at 15176
Blessed Mother Blvd. in
Fishers.

Office of Catechesis to host two-day 
symposium on adult faith formation

The Office of Catechesis
of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana will
host a two-day sympo-
sium on adult faith forma-
tion for priests, deacons
and parish leaders on
Aug. 8-9 at the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center in Tipton.

The symposium will
focus on engaging adult
Catholics in their growth
as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Speaker and author Joe
Paprocki, a national con-
sultant for faith formation
with Loyola Press, will
facilitate the event.

“The Church describes

adult formation as the cen-
ter around which all other
religious education
revolves,” said Jonathan F.
Sullivan, director of parish
ministries, services and
catechesis for the diocese.
“A parish with well-
formed adults will be bet-
ter equipped to pass on
the faith to children and
youth, as well as reach out
to the wider community to
spread the Gospel.”

Information on the sym-
posium can be found at
www.dol-in.org/
catechesis or by contacting
Evelyn Burton at 765-269-
4655.

Kids’ Page on Page 16

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Felipe Pablo-Baltazar, 50, died July 19. James
Hollibaugh, 90, died July 26. Both were members of
All Saints in Logansport.

Loretta Dodd, 80, died July 19. She was a member
of St. Joseph in Elwood.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

LEGAL NOTICE
As the actual dwelling place of the

Respondent named below is unknown
to the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we
hereby cite the said Respondent to
contact the Tribunal of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana, located at 2300 S.
9th St., Lafayette, IN 47909-2400, on
or before the date designated for the
purpose of making answer to the pos-
sible dissolution of the marriage of the
Respondent herein designated:
CASE TITLE: 2016-1019 Benedict-Lopez
RESPONDENT: Rudy Lopez
DESIGNATED DATE: Aug. 15, 2018
Notice is hereby served that unless

the said Respondent contacts the Tri-
bunal on or before the date designat-
ed above, or offers sufficient reason
for absence, the requirements of
Canon Law regarding notification shall
be considered fulfilled and the case
shall proceed according to the norm
of the Law. Anyone, clerical or laical,
who knows the present address of the
above mentioned is bound to make
known this citation.

Father David L. Rasner, J.C.L.,   
Judge

Niall Hickey, Ecclesiastical Notary
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Chicken dinner
GOODLAND — Sts. Peter
and Paul Parish will hold a
chicken dinner from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 12.
Meals will include salad bar
and desserts. The dining
area is air-conditioned.
Carry-outs will be available.
Cost is $9 for adults and $4
for children under age 12.
All are invited to attend.

Parish mission
ALEXANDRIA — All are
invited to attend “Ignite
Your Faith,” a parish mis-
sion at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria, on Sunday,
Aug. 12, through Tuesday,
Aug. 14. Vincentian priest
Father Ronald Hoye will
lead the mission, which will
begin at 7 p.m. each day.
Father Hoye has been lead-
ing parish missions for more
than 15 years at parishes
across the United States and
Canada. For more informa-
tion about the upcoming
mission, call Mary Anne
DiRuzza at 765-623-2188.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 6:30 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 13. Join the Daughters
of Isabella in reciting the
rosary as Our Lady of Fati-
ma requested. Those attend-
ing are encouraged to bring
their rosaries, lawn chairs,
family and friends. If rain-
ing, bring umbrellas; in case
of stormy weather, the
rosary will be prayed inside
the church.

Faithful City Prayer Group
LAFAYETTE — The Faithful
City Prayer Group, a charis-
matic prayer group, invites
all to join an evening of
praise and worship begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 16, in the Bishop Car-
berry Room at the Cathedral
of St. Mary of the Immacu-
late Conception. The group
meets in a Catholic environ-
ment to praise God, share
his Word and exercise the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. For
more information, call
Chuck Bunnell at 765-296-
6955.

Rummage sale
MUNCIE — The seventh
annual rummage sale to
benefit Father Andre’s Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
Orphanage in Haiti will  be
held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 16, 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, and
8 a.m. to noon Saturday,
Aug. 18, in Noll Hall on the
campus of St. Mary Parish.
Items for sale will include
kitchenware, tools, furni-
ture, home furnishings,
toys, sports equipment,
linens and much more. Chil-
dren’s clothes will be sold
by the bag. Purchases will
be cash only. For more infor-
mation, call Becky Hazen at
765-749-3390. All are wel-
come.

Golf scramble
MARION — Knights of
Columbus Council 623 will
host a golf scramble begin-
ning at 8 a.m. Saturday,
Aug. 18, at the Elks Country
Club in Marion. Funds
raised at the event will help
fund scholarships for gradu-
ating seniors in 2019. Cost is
$50 for individuals or $200
for teams of four. Hole
sponsorships are available
for $100 each. For more
information, to register to
play or to help sponsor the
event, call Andy Raih at
765-618-5612.

“Runnin’ the Shores” 5K
KOKOMO — St. Vincent
Kokomo Foundation will
host the ninth annual “Run-
nin’ the Shores” event on
Saturday, Aug. 18. The
scenic 5K trail run/walk at
Champagne Shores will
raise funds to support the
St. Vincent Kokomo Cancer
Center. Registration and
packet pickup will begin at
7 a.m., followed by the 5K
start at 8 a.m. and awards
presentation at 9 a.m.
Champagne Shores is locat-
ed at County Road 440 West
and Lakeshore Drive in
Howard County. Cost is $20
per person, with additional
family members $15 each, if
registration and fees are
received on or before Aug.
10. Cost is $25 per person,
with additional family
members $20 each, after
Aug. 10. New age divisions
have been added this year,

as well as new secure stor-
age available for partici-
pants’ belongings. For more
information about the event
and online registration, visit
stvincent.org/runninthe
shores. 

Bicycle donations
ZIONSVILLE — The
Fourth-degree Knights of
Columbus will collect adult
bikes (26 inches or taller),
helmets and chains/locks
from noon to 5 p.m. Aug.
18, 19, 25 and 26 in front of
the parish hall at St.
Alphonsus Liguori Church.
The bikes will be refur-
bished and distributed to
veterans and the homeless
in Indianapolis. The church
is located at 1870 W. Oak St.
in Zionsville.

Birthright volunteer 
information meetings
KOKOMO — Birthright of
Kokomo will offer two short
informational meetings this
month for women interested
in becoming volunteers with
the pro-life pregnancy help
center. The one-hour ses-
sions will be held at 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22,
and 2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24,
at the Birthright office, 3712
Southlea Drive. Birthright
needs women volunteers
who can be available to
other women in need, giv-
ing pregnancy tests, listen-
ing and being a friend.
Those interested in attend-
ing the upcoming informa-
tional meetings are asked to
call and leave a message at
765-453-4673.

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
for healing after abortion
will be held in central Indi-
ana Aug. 24-26. The retreat
is open to anyone who has
had an abortion, helped
someone get an abortion, or
who has suffered because of
an abortion by a spouse,
friend or family member.
For more information or to
register by Aug. 20, call Jen-
nie at 765-404-9583 or Dave
at 765-860-6006 or visit
rachelsvineyard.org.

Charity golf outing
FISHERS — The Knights of
Columbus of Fishers will
hold a charity golf outing
on Thursday, Sept. 6, at the
Sagamore Golf Club in
Noblesville. Registration
will begin at 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by a deli buffet lunch
and a shotgun start at noon.
Proceeds from this 24th
annual golf outing will ben-
efit Indiana charities includ-
ing Gibault, Little Sisters of
the Poor, Birthright Interna-
tional, The Cherish Center,
The Lord’s Pantry at Anna’s
House and The O’Connor
House mission. Thanks to
generous sponsors and
golfers, the Knights of
Columbus of Fishers have
contributed more than
$425,000 to charities
throughout Indiana. Single
golfers and foursomes are
welcome to attend the golf
outing. To register, visit the
Web site at www.kofc6923.
org/golf. Various sponsor-
ships also are available,
including sponsoring a hole
or donating a silent auction

item or gift card. Those
interested in sponsorships
and donations are asked to
contact Jack Wolf at
jwolf@maywolf.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Visit www.wwme.org to
apply. Upcoming weekends
to be held in Indianapolis
include Oct. 19-21. Couples
who already have partici-
pated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

Save the date/”Devoted”
high school event
LAFAYETTE — “Devoted: A
Catholic High School
Event,” hosted by the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis, will
be held Sunday, Nov. 18, at
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School. The
one-day event designed
specifically for high-school
youth will include music,
“TED Talk”-style presenta-
tions, opportunities for
parish group activities and
much more. For more infor-
mation, contact Paul
Sifuentes at psifuentes@dol-
in.org or 765-269-4654.

Summer schedule
continues

The next edition of The
Catholic Moment will be
published Aug. 19. 

Regular weekly publica-
tion will resume on Sept.
2.

Poor Clares to host novena in honor of St. Clare

KOKOMO — The Poor
Clare nuns of Kokomo
will host “The Peace
Prayer in the Life of St.
Clare,” a novena in honor
of St. Clare, from Aug. 2-
10 at their monastery,
located at 1175 N. 300 W. 

Novena prayers and
homily will begin each
evening at 7:30 p.m.
Priests and deacons of the
Lafayette diocese will be
the guest homilists each
evening. 

Topics and homilists
include: Aug. 2, “Lord,
make me an instrument of
your peace,” Father Cole
Daily; Aug. 3, “Where
there is hatred, let me sow

love; where there is injury,
pardon,” Father Daniel
Gartland; Aug. 4, “Where
there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair,
hope,” Deacon Michael
Gray; Aug. 5, “Where
there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness,
joy,” Bishop Timothy
Doherty; Aug. 6, “O
Divine Master, grant that I
may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console,”
Father Jeffrey Martin;
Aug. 7, “To be under-
stood, as to understand; to
be loved, as to love,”
Father Dennis O’Keeffe;
Aug. 8, ”For it is in giving
that we receive,” Msgr.

John Duncan; Aug. 9, “It is
in pardoning that we are
pardoned,” Deacon Sean
Aaron; and Aug. 10, “It is
in dying that we are born
to eternal life,” Father
John Nguyen. 

The rosary will be recit-
ed and Benediction will be
offered each night of the
novena, and veneration of
a relic of St. Clare will take
place on Aug. 10. Mass for
the feast of St. Clare will
be celebrated at 6:30 a.m.
Saturday, Aug. 11. 

All are welcome to
attend any or all evenings
of the novena and the
Aug. 11 Mass.
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We’re Saving a Seat for

You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

Director of Adult Faith Formation
St. Lawrence Parish

Muncie, Indiana 
Are you a joyful Catholic? Do you enjoy sharing your faith? Is God
calling you to full-time ministry? If  you think so, there is a need to
fill the new position of Director of Adult Faith Formation at St.
Lawrence Parish in Muncie, Indiana — a growing and dynamic
church. 

Trust God — apply!
This full-time position provides a competitive salary and benefits.
The new Director will recruit and train a team to plan, implement,
and evaluate the adult programs in the parish. Build a sense of
community as you reach out to a very diverse population and train
parish missionaries — there are potential disciples in our pews
every Sunday.

Take the next steps
• Review the job description on the Web site:

www.stlawrencemuncie.com
• Send letter of interest and comprehensive resume to:

c/o Search Committee 
St. Lawrence Parish
820 East Charles St.
Muncie IN  47305

To assure priority consideration, submit your application no later
than August 15, 2018.

Paul Markiewicz
Registered 
Principal

Member FINRA & SIPC

• Investment Accounts
• Long Term Care

Insurance
• Estate Planning
• Conservative Portfolios
Peru Office
16 N. Miami St.
765-473-7211

Get the financial help you deserve

Marion Office
328 S. Norton St.
765-664-4228

Knights of Columbus car show in Lafayette

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Knights of Columbus Council 456 in Lafayette recently held its eighth
annual car show on the campus of Central Catholic Junior-Senior High
School. A record 137 vehicles registered for this year’s show. 

The day also featured food, music and family fun. Proceeds support 
facilities and programs at Central Catholic. (Photos courtesy David
Schmidt)
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Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Cross Monument Prayer Garden at All Saints Parish, Logansport

A Cross Monument Prayer Garden was recently dedicated
at All Saints Parish in Logansport.

The garden features three crosses that once sat atop the
local churches — St. Bridget, St. Joseph and St. Vincent
de Paul — that were incorporated into All Saints. St.
Joseph Church was selected as the worship site for the
newly formed All Saints Parish, while St. Bridget and St.
Vincent de Paul churches both closed in August 1986.

Slabs of limestone that used to be in All Saints’ front
entry way were used to make three benches, one by each
cross. 

Faithful are encouraged to stop in the prayer garden
whenever the church is open to pray and reflect on the
history of the Catholic Church in Cass County. The gar-
den is located between the church and the parish hall.

(Photos provided)

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings
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(Continued from Page 1)

regional spiritual director for
the Third Order of Secular
Franciscans. He has served
in several European coun-
tries, but had never before
visited the United States.

He wanted to dive deeply
into English, he said,
because “English is a very
important language. Many
people learn it in Europe.” 

In addition, he is working
on a doctorate and some of
the books he wants to read
are available only in Eng-
lish.   

“I learned English in
school, but I have not been
able to use it. I need more
practice,” he said. 

He also can read Russian
and he can speak Spanish,
French, Italian and Bulgari-
an. 

So, how did he wind up
spending three weeks in
Lafayette?

Father Timothy Alkire,
pastor of St. Boniface Parish,
speaks Polish, loves Poland,
and is working on a doctor-
ate from a Polish university.

A few years ago, he invit-
ed another Polish Franciscan
to spend a month at St. Boni-
face to learn English. That
connection paved the way
for Father Zieminski.

“Father Tim is very open.
He has a very big heart to
invite me here. He gave me
this chance to use my Eng-
lish and to meet people
here,” Father Zieminski said.

Father Alkire said, “I hope
next summer, if the Francis-
cans will allow it, he can

come for two months to do
more with his English.”

Having Father Zieminski
at the parish has been “such
a positive experience. He’s
not afraid to reach out to
people,” Father Alkire said.
“In a short time, he estab-
lished a relationship with
people. He offered Mass ...
Last week, we went to din-
ner at the home of two elder-

ly sisters. We brought dinner,
played cards and sang.
When Father sang in Eng-
lish, one of (the sisters) just
brightened.

“He has been such a joy,”
he said. “It was surprising
how quickly people reached
out to him.”

Dan Schumaker, a St.
Boniface parishioner, said he
was deeply impressed by

Father Zieminski’s visit to a
meeting of the local Serra
Club, which promotes voca-
tions to the priesthood and
the retention of priests.

“He talked to a lot of peo-
ple, and we really enjoyed
that,” Schumaker said. “He’s
very interested in the mis-
sion of the Serra Club. There
are no Serra Clubs in Poland
... he may be interested in
starting one. I talked with
Serra International. Serra has
some clubs in other Slavic
countries, but none in
Poland.”

Schumaker said that he
and his wife, Judy, were
impressed by Father
Zieminski’s engaging per-
sonality and genuine interest
in people and their lives.

“I think the thing about
good priests is that when
you speak with them, you
are speaking with them and
they are speaking with you,”
he said. “Their eyes are not
darting around looking for
someone else to talk to. Judy
mentioned that, too, that he
concentrated on who he was
speaking to.”

At an engagement party,
Father Zieminski delighted
the crowd by singing in Bul-
garian. At a Spanish Mass,
the Polish priest thanked
everyone — in Spanish —
for their hospitality and sang
a hymn to them in their
native language. They
responded with a standing
ovation. And after a little
instruction from Father
Alkire, they gave him a
blessing ... in Polish.

“The Universal Church

was there,” Father Alkire
said, smiling broadly.

While here, Father
Zieminski visited parks,
churches and the Purdue
University campus. He also
went on a canoe trip down
the Wabash River.

At St. Boniface, Father
Zieminski celebrated week-
day and Sunday Masses.
With a smile, he said that
because he’s still learning
the language, his homilies
were brief, and “probably
not very good.”

Many parishioners were
curious about Poland, or
mentioned their Polish roots.
Father Zieminski said that
he hopes that some of those
people someday will visit
him in Lodz, a 600-year-old
city of 700,000, 80 miles
southwest of Warsaw.

He said he was struck by
the great variety of Christian
denominations seen in
Lafayette, and was heart-
ened by the fact that “they
get along ... (they are) ecu-
menical.”

Father Zieminski said he
will carry memories of
“Hoosier hospitality” with
him wherever he goes.

“People are very friendly
here, very kind. On the
streets, they say ‘hello,’” he
said. “It surprised me when
cars would stop to let you
cross the street. In other
countries, they drive faster.

“I am grateful to have
been here,” he said. “I
learned many things. I will
remember this place ... It
makes me rich.”

From Poland to Lafayette: ‘The Universal Church was there’

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Father Zieminski: “People are very friendly here, very
kind. ... I learned many things. I will remember this place.
... It makes me rich.” (Photo by Kevin Cullen)
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(Continued from Page 1)

boom of children and ado-
lescents, particularly in sub-
Saharan Africa, will be partic-
ularly susceptible to infection
following years of overly
optimistic messaging about
the end of AIDS as a public
health threat.

UNAIDS also warns that
global funding for the AIDS
response is insufficient to get
to those remaining sectors
that until now have proved
unreachable.

“It is impossible for us to
reach those who are difficult
to reach and really remove
the barriers of stigma and
discrimination,” Sidibe told
the religious leaders. “We
need people who all their
lives have been building
bridges between people. That
is who you are.”

Msgr. Robert J. Vitillo, sec-
retary general of the Interna-
tional Catholic Migration
Commission and long the
Vatican’s point man on HIV
and AIDS, said the world’s
response to AIDS was ham-
pered by a premature decla-
ration of victory.

“The message was put out
a few years ago, even by
some U.N. agencies, that we
were almost at the end of
AIDS. Magazine covers

declared, ‘The end of AIDS.’
That message went far and
wide and it’s been hard to
overcome it. We were not at
the end of AIDS then, and we
are not there now,” Msgr. Vit-
illo told Catholic News Ser-
vice.

“There is indeed compla-
cency. There is a sense that
we’ve spent so much energy
on this one disease while
there are other priorities to
attend to. And many people
in the world, and some gov-
ernments, have simply been
judgmental about people

who are different. They reject
them and say it’s not worth it.
People who make us uncom-
fortable or who we don’t see
as productive are set aside.
This is what Pope Francis is
describing when he talks
about the throwaway culture
and the globalization of indif-
ference,” he explained.

Participants in the biennial
global gathering heard about
advances in treating HIV
infection, including what’s
been dubbed “U equals U” —
research showing that HIV-
positive individuals under

treatment with anti-
retroviral medications
who have achieved an
undetectable viral load
cannot pass on the
virus to others. Thus,
“undetectable” equals
“untransmittable.”

“It’s a miracle. And
the data is irrefutable,”
said Maryknoll Father
Richard Bauer, who
chairs the Catholic
HIV and AIDS Net-
work.

“We call this the
three zeros. Zero
missed doses. Zero
missed clinical
appointments. Zero
viral load. If you can
get the three zeros, the
virus becomes unde-

tectable in the body and it’s
virtually impossible to physi-
cally transmit it to others.
That has huge implications,
especially for married cou-
ples where one person is HIV
positive and their partner is
not. And couples no longer
have to be afraid of concep-
tion because the virus can’t
be transmitted to the baby as
long as we keep those three
zeroes going,” Father Bauer
said.

Cutbacks in AIDS funding
from the United States gov-
ernment and international

agencies was a common con-
cern among religious leaders
at the conference. While
money continues for produc-
ing anti-retroviral pills, fund-
ing for social workers and
counselors is declining.

“We now have the medical
ability to end this pandemic.
Praise God and thank you
Jesus. But it takes more than
pills and doctors and nurses.
To make treatment adherence
work takes social workers
and community health acti-
vators. Many of them are vol-
unteers, and we need fund-
ing for training and support,”
Father Bauer said.

Father John Toai, director
of the HIV and AIDS ministry
of the Archdiocese of Saigon,
Vietnam, explained that faith
groups often provide the nec-
essary environment in which
pills can work.

“People living with HIV,
especially children, need
more than just medicine,”
Father Toai said. “They need
love. They need acceptance.
They need to see the value of
their life, no matter their HIV
status. This is where the
Church must reach out and
say that we accept you, that
you are loved by God, and
we are here to accompany
you.”

Global AIDS meeting: Struggle against virus isn’t over

A man holds a sign promoting AIDS awareness in Peshawar, Pak-
istan, in 2015. (CNS photo/Arshad Arbab, EPA) 

U.S. officials return stolen Columbus letter to Vatican Library
By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
With the help of the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security, a 15th-century copy
of a letter Christopher
Columbus sent to his royal
patrons describing the riches
of the New World has been
returned to its rightful
owner — the Vatican.

The rare eight-page docu-
ment, estimated to be worth
$1.2 million, had been secret-
ly replaced with a forgery,
while the true document
eventually ended up in the
hands of a U.S. collector
from Atlanta. 

The late Robert Parsons
had purchased the piece for
$875,000 in the United States
in 2004 “in good faith,”
unaware it had been stolen. 

Callista Gingrich, U.S.
ambassador to the Holy See,
and representatives of the
Department of Homeland
Security and its investiga-
tions division presented the

original copy during a recent
ceremony at the Vatican
Library. Archbishop Jean-
Louis Brugues, head of the
Vatican Library and Vatican
Secret Archives, and Msgr.
Cesare Pasini, the library’s
prefect, attended the cere-
mony.

“This is a historic day,”
the archbishop said, as an
important document that is
part of the history of the
Americas and Spain “returns
home.”

The U.S. ambassador said,
“It is a precious piece of his-
tory and I am honored to
return it to its rightful
owner.”

After Columbus’ first voy-
age to the Americas, the Ital-
ian explorer documented his
findings and his assessment
of these “new” lands in a let-
ter to Spanish King Ferdi-
nand and Queen Isabella, his
patrons. 

The original letter, written
in Spanish in 1493, was then
immediately translated into
other languages and printed

in major European cities,
thereby quickly spreading
the news of Columbus’ his-
toric discoveries. 

While the original Span-
ish letter no longer exists,
about 80 of the early printed
translations still survive,
such as the one that had
belonged to the Vatican — a
Latin version printed by
Rome-based printer Stephan
Plannck in 1493.

The document had been

acquired in the early 1800s
by a Rome collector, who
then donated it to the superi-
or general of the Jesuits,
according to U.S. court docu-
ments obtained by the Wall
Street Journal. The head of
the Jesuits then gave the col-
lection to Pope Benedict XV
in 1921, with the Columbus
letter being kept in the Vati-
can Library. 

It is not known when the
letter was stolen, but special

agents from Homeland Secu-
rity had received a tip in
2011 that the document in
the library was a fake. Their
investigations eventually led
them to believe the docu-
ment in the Parsons’ collec-
tion was the original. 

Experts compared the two
pieces and found the fake
letter in the Vatican Library
actually had the original
1493 binding, whose dimen-
sions and “sewing stations,”
or the holes made for the
binding thread, matched the
real letter held by Parsons. 

When investigators
informed Parsons’ widow,
Mary, of the crime, she
agreed to relinquish all
rights and interest in the let-
ter as long as it was returned
to the Vatican. 

Msgr. Pasini told
reporters they may never
know who is responsible for
the forgery. He said the Vati-
can will keep both the origi-
nal and the fake in its collec-
tions “because even the theft
is part of history.”

(CNS photo/Tony Gentile, pool) 
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N E W S B R I E F S Quotes
Re-Quoted

“We should ... be able
quietly to pay attention to
small, mindful rituals in
our ordinary, daily life.
Tucking a child into bed
and entrusting it to the
loneliness of night does
not happen without an el-
ementary ritual. From this
we can learn how ritual
can also give form to other
ways of parting and con-
fiding another to the un-
known, like giving a kiss,
reading a poem or a story,
drawing a small cross on
the forehead, or leaving a
nightlight on. These are
all symbols of closeness at
the moment of distancing
ourselves from the other.”

— An excerpt from the
book “Spirituality — An
Art of Living: A Monk’s Al-
phabet of Spiritual Prac-
tices” by Benoit Standaert,
OSB. 

•••

“I grew up in a family
that was very much into
living out your call. I
wanted to do what God
wanted me to do. ... I’ll
tell you honestly, I wasn’t
so interested in the
Catholic Church. The only
reason I came into the
Church was because I had
this call.”

— Sister Sandra Helton,
a School Sister of Notre
Dame, who is the daughter
of a Baptist minister. Two of
her sisters are pastors, and
one brother is a deacon.

•••

As people seek to serve
God, they should “concen-
trate not so much on the
job we are doing for him,
but on his friendship. It is
then that we will be the
most effective in our en-
couragement of vocations,
because we will allow the
light of God to shine
through us.”

— Archbishop J. Peter
Sartain of Seattle, in his
homily for the opening
Mass of the 76th Serra In-
ternational Conference held
earlier this summer in
Nashville. He noted that
Serra International was
founded in his archdiocese.

•••

Pope: Leaders need

to be just, merciful

VATICAN CITY
(CNS) — The world
needs leaders who can
“put into practice a more
just way for all of us to
live in this world as shar-
ers in a common des-
tiny,” Pope Francis said.

“There is no need, on
the other hand, for hurl-
ing slogans that often re-
main empty, or for antag-
onism between parties
jockeying for the front
position,” he said in a let-
ter to the international
conference of “Catholic
Theological Ethics in the
World Church.”

The group is a net-
work of Catholic theolo-
gians and ethicists. Ac-
cording to the National
Catholic Reporter, some
500 members from 80
countries were in Saraje-
vo, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
for a meeting July 26-29.

The pope said he
keeps repeating “the
need to build bridges,
not walls” in the hopes
that people will take ac-
tion even if they are
tempted “by fear and
forms of regression.”

Pope Fran-
cis waves
as he leads
the An-
gelus from
the window
of his stu-
dio over-
looking St.
Peter’s
Square
July 29 at
the Vati-
can. (CNS
photo/
Massimo
Percossi,
EPA) 

Help those most in need, never waste food, pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —

Pope Francis asked people
to generously serve those
most in need and to never
waste food.

“Never throw away left-
overs,” he said July 29 be-
fore reciting the Angelus
prayer with people gathered
in St. Peter’s Square. 

Leftovers should be eaten
later or given to someone in
need who will eat them, he
said, advising people to talk
to their relatives who lived
through the aftermath of the
Second World War and ask
what they did with any un-

eaten food.
The pope made his com-

ments during his reflection
on the day’s Gospel reading
about the multiplication of
the loaves.

He praised how the
young boy in the account
came forward with the little
he had — five loaves and
two fish. 

“Young people are like
this, they are courageous.
We have to help them con-
tinue” being brave, he said.  

The Gospel account, the
pope said, shows how Jesus
is aware of the people being

hungry and how he gets his
disciples involved to offer
“his word, his consolation,
his salvation and, in the end,
his life.”

“We, his disciples, cannot
look the other way,” he said.
“Only by listening to the
people’s simplest requests”
and accompanying them
with their real problems
“can one be listened to when
one speaks of higher val-
ues.”

Humanity is hungry for
“bread, freedom, justice,
peace and, above all, divine
grace,” the pope said. 

Archbishop
Matthew Man-
Oso Ndagoso of
Kaduna, Nige-
ria, holds a relic
of St. Marianne
Cope in front of
her gravesite
July 14 in the
Kalaupapa sec-
tion of Molokai,
Hawaii. (CNS
photo courtesy
Darlene Nama-
hoe)

Nigerian archbishop hopes relic will help heal violence-stricken country
HONOLULU (CNS) —

For the first time, a relic of
St. Marianne of Molokai has
been given to a diocese out-
side of the United States.

That diocese is Kaduna,
in north-central Nigeria,
and its leader hopes that
sharing the story of St. Mar-
ianne will be a positive
symbol in his war-torn
country. The north and cen-
tral regions of Nigeria in
particular have experienced
a rise in violence in recent
years.

“On a daily basis, hun-

dreds of people are being
killed,” said Kaduna Arch-
bishop Matthew Man-Oso
Ndagoso. “Communities
are being wiped out.”

Fighting has primarily
been between farmers and
nomadic herdsmen over
land use. Lake Chad and
grazing lands have shrunk
with rising temperatures.
Majority Muslim herdsmen
compete with primarily
Christian farmers for space.

Recent violence resulted
in the killing of 19 people,
including two priests, at St.

Ignatius Catholic Church in
Ayar Mbalom, Benue state,
on April 24. Fifty houses in
the village were also
burned.

“Human life has become
like chicken life,” the arch-
bishop told the Hawaii
Catholic Herald, Honolulu’s
diocesan newspaper. “We
want the international com-
munity to know this is hap-
pening.

“We are pleading on be-
half of all Nigerians that are
being killed today,” he said
during a visit to Hawaii.

Pope surprises 
elderly friend in
Rome with a visit

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— People in a quiet resi-
dential neighborhood of
Rome were surprised
when a blue Ford Focus
came to a stop, and Pope
Francis stepped out.

The pope arrived July
28 at an apartment build-
ing in the city’s Salario
neighborhood just blocks
from the parish of Santa
Maria Addolorata, the Ar-
gentine national church in
Rome, to visit a friend who
was bedridden and had re-
peatedly invited him to
visit, reported the Italian
news agency Dire.

“There is an elderly
lady who knows him, but
she can’t move,” a neigh-
bor told Dire. 

Vatican and Italian
plainclothes police officers
waited outside while the
pope made his way to the
apartment to visit his
friend, the agency report-
ed. The visit lasted nearly
an hour. 
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This week’s topic: patriotism

Food for
thought

True patriotism re-
quires its citizens to
make culture, society and
government more noble,
Bishop Robert W. McEl-
roy of San Diego wrote
in a January 2017 article
in America magazine. 

He highlighted three
areas where Catholic so-
cial teaching could guide
foreign policy that would
contribute to the good of
humanity as a whole: 
the global economy, the
environment and
refugees. 

Catholics must bring
the Church’s vision of so-
cial teaching into public
dialogue, Bishop McEl-
roy said. 

This dialogue, he con-
cluded, must be enriched
by a patriotism that “rec-
ognizes that every mem-
ber of our society consti-
tutes equally ‘the peo-
ple,’” that “sees great-
ness not in power or
wealth, but as a moral
and spiritual aspiration
founded in justice, free-
dom and solidarity,” and
that “advances America’s
aims in the world in a
manner that enhances
the dignity and integral
human development of
all peoples.”

By Father Curtiss Dwyer
Catholic News Service

The pope was a patriot. 
The year was 1983, and

Poland was under martial
law. St. John Paul II, making
his second pastoral visit to
his homeland, upon reach-
ing the airport tarmac bent
forward and kissed the
ground. He remarked dur-
ing the arrival ceremony that
the kiss had a special mean-
ing for him. 

“It is like a kiss placed on
the hands of a mother, for
the homeland is our earthly
mother,” he said. He said he
considered it his “duty to be
with my compatriots in this
sublime, yet difficult histori-
cal moment of our home-
land.”

In the 20th century,
Poland was infected by
Nazism and communism in
succession, remaining in the
hands of the communists fol-
lowing World War II.
Decades of political suppres-
sion and propagandistic dis-
tortions were foisted on the
Polish people. Historians
now write of the undeniable
influence that the pontiff had
on the subsequent over-
throw of communism in
Poland and beyond. 

As Angelo Codevilla put
it, “He was a Pole, but be-
yond the regime’s reach. By
identifying with him, Poles
would have the chance to
cleanse themselves of the

compromises they had
to make to live under the
regime. And so they
came to him by the mil-
lions.” 

The pope clearly
loved his country. With
that love, that patrio-
tism, firmly in place, his
vision was clear, en-
abling him to see his na-
tive land’s true identity,
and thus how and to
what extent the contem-
porary godless regime
was in fact a hideous
distortion: powerful,
perhaps, at the moment,
but utterly foreign to his
people’s DNA. 

I think of the pope’s
example whenever peo-
ple bring up patriotism,
or love for country. 

St. Thomas Aquinas
also helps here. In the
“Summa Theologiae,” he
writes that love for
country is a virtue, the
same kind of virtue as
love for one’s parents:
“Wherefore just as it be-
longs to religion to give
worship to God, so does
it belong to piety, in the
second place, to give
worship to one’s parents and
one’s country.” (Worship
here being understood as
“honor and devotion.”) 

We love and honor our
country because it has given
us life, sustenance, traditions
and fundamental orientation
analogous to our earthly

parents and families. Like St.
John Paul, we love our fel-
low countrymen because we
share very deep things in
common like siblings in a
family. 

Can people take patrio-
tism too far? Sure. Any
virtue can be taken too far

(which would render it
no longer a virtue). An
excess of patriotism is
“nationalism,” which is
a love for one’s country
ungrounded in love for
God, leading to a narrow
and arrogant disdain for
other countries. 

St. Thomas writes that
because virtues cannot
conflict with one anoth-
er, true piety can never
conflict with the virtue
of religion. Thus, virtu-
ous patriotism does not
detract from, but con-
tributes to and is seam-
lessly part of love for
God. Conversely, the
virtue of religion
grounds and purifies
our patriotism by firmly
relating it to God.

Importantly, patrio-
tism should not lead us
to turn a blind eye to our
country’s faults. 

We remember that our
ultimate and truest
“homeland” is not of this
earth, but is our Father’s
kingdom, for the coming
of which we so often
pray. Thus, as Catholics
the most loving thing

that we can do for our coun-
try is precisely what St. John
Paul did for his: Bring Christ
to it, and bring it to Christ. 

Father Curtiss Dwyer, a
priest of the Archdiocese of
Denver, is a U.S. Navy chap-
lain assigned to the Marines in
Quantico, Va.

A pope, a patriot and love for one’s country

Patriotism ‘a challenge to ennoble our society, government’
By David Gibson
Catholic News Service

We know instinctively
from quite a young age how
patriotism feels and why it
matters, don’t we? Patrio-
tism combines affection for
our homeland with a sense
of belonging — the sense
that this is our rightful place.

Patriotism deserves to be
celebrated, as it often is. Na-
tional holidays reaffirm the
bonds that tie citizens to a
land called home, but also to
each other.

Yet, different individuals
and groups define the essen-
tials of patriotism differently.
In fact, St. John Paul II called
attention in a 1995 New York
speech at U.N. headquarters

to the existence both of
healthy and unhealthy
forms of patriotism.

His thoughts may seem
especially noteworthy be-
cause his own patriotism —
his outstanding affection for
Poland, his homeland —
was so well-known.

“We need to clarify the es-
sential difference between
an unhealthy form of nation-
alism, which teaches con-
tempt for other nations or

cultures, and patriotism,
which is a proper love for
one’s country,” he remarked.
“True patriotism never seeks
to advance the well-being of
one’s own nation at the ex-
pense of others. For in the
end this would harm one’s
own nation as well.”

Patriotism represents a
particular challenge for
Christians. Christianity, as a
universal faith, highlights
good reasons for taking seri-
ously the needs and well-
being of “others.”

Jesus said, speaking in
Jerusalem to the apostles at
the moment of his Ascen-
sion, “You will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of

the earth” (Acts 1:8). Clearly,
their faith was not meant to
take root in just one region
or among only one people
judged, somehow, to be su-
perior to others.

St. Paul’s missionary jour-
neys in Christianity’s earliest
days also led him far and
wide into others’ home-
lands. His ministry affirmed
the dignity of these others
and considered them wor-
thy of profound respect.

Bishop Robert J. McElroy
of San Diego, speaking in
Washington in January 2017,
recalled that Pope Benedict
XVI expressed regret in 2009
that “as society becomes
ever more globalized, it
makes us neighbors, but
does not make us brothers.”

Patriotism, Bishop McEl-
roy said, “is not a foundation
for pride, but an ever-deep-
ening challenge to ennoble
our culture, society and gov-
ernment.”

The essentials of patrio-
tism, many leaders hold, do
not add up merely to passive
good feelings about a home-
land, requiring no action by
individuals and their com-
munities. 

Instead, patriotism repre-
sents the kind of love that
takes these positive feelings
and puts them into action in
ways that nurture the land
itself and strengthen human
bonds everywhere.

Gibson served on Catholic
News Service’s editorial staff
for 37 years.

A large American flag is seen hang-
ing from the bell tower of the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception in Washington July 4,
2015. St. Thomas Aquinas wrote that
love for country is a virtue, the same
kind of virtue as love for one’s par-
ents. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)
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‘Super girls,’ saints part of author’s quest

tered young adulthood, she
became indifferent toward
her faith — going through
the motions sometimes, but
never really invested. That
began to change as she had
children of her own who
were preparing to receive the
sacraments. Though she had
given up on God, she now
sees that he never gave up on
her.

Johnson’s movement
back to the faith was mir-
rored in a way by Gillian
Anderson’s character Dana
Scully on the hit TV series
“The X Files.” 

Scully was a scientist and
a skeptic faced with investi-

After 10 years of drifting
from her faith and avoiding
the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion, cradle Catholic Maria
Morera Johnson returned to
the confessional, partly be-
cause of “The X Files” char-
acter Dana Scully. 

Yes, that’s right. A TV
character. Johnson’s Catholi-
cism has been shaped in a
positive way by the sci-fi,
fantasy and comic book
characters she admires in
film, TV and literature. 

Not only that, she sees
connections between these
strong, fictional women and
her real-life role models, the
great saints of history. 

Johnson has now written
about the links between the
two in her book “Super Girls
and Halos: My Companions
on the Quest for Truth, Jus-
tice, and Heroic Virtue.” 

Johnson’s parents escaped
Cuba after the communist
revolution, and their Catholi-
cism was always important
to them. But as Johnson en-

gating paranormal activities
with her partner, Fox Mul-
der. Their quest for the truth
sometimes led them into re-
ligious subject matter, such
as the case of a boy bearing
the stigmata. This brought
Scully’s strained relation-
ship with her Catholicism to
the fore. After discussing the
topics of monsters and guilt
with a priest she was inter-
viewing for the case, Scully
wound up in the confession-
al. Johnson recalled, “That
television episode was the
final little pinch that got me
into the confessional after a
decade.”

Anyone who reads
“Super Girls and Halos”
will easily detect the love
that Johnson now feels for
her faith. And her hopes for
those who read the book are
simple: “I think (readers)
can learn from this book that
we do have the stuff of hero-
ism. With a little bit of grace
and a little realignment, we
can be saints.”

Christian adulthood
Although a number of cultural impulses helped shape

the early Church, biblical norms were the most important,
especially the letters of St. Paul, where one finds the con-
ception of Christian maturity. The word “adult” comes
from the Latin adolescere — “to grow up.” In his letter to the
Ephesians, Paul tells us that the measure of true adulthood
consists in “reaching the very height of Christ’s full
stature.” When we reach that point, “then we shall no
longer be children, carried by the waves and blown about
by every wind of the teaching of deceptive men ... instead,
by speaking the truth in a spirit of love, we must grow up
in every way to Christ, who is the head.”

It is the duty of every Christian to labor constantly in
pursuit of this goal of Christian adulthood. The essential
element in this idea of adulthood is the capacity for
growth. Among other things, then, sin is the refusal to
grow. Faith in Christ, itself an unmerited gift of God, al-
lows us to recover the capacity for growth. St. Augustine
asked, “If you could not make yourself, how could you
remake yourself?” Recognition of our human limitations
is the first step toward growth. The Gospel is the good
news that God will assist us in this process. In order to
grow up in Christ, Paul says that the attitude you should
have is the one that Christ had. In other words, we must
strive to grow in holiness, to acquire a “Christian mental-
ity.” St. Paul enumerates the qualities of this mentality,
this growth in the love of God. “Love (Christian mentali-
ty) is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or
proud ... Love never gives up; and its faith, hope and pa-
tience never fail” (1 Cor. 13:4). 

In order to reach this goal, we must, in the words of a
modern theologian, “acquire the habit of doing all things
to please God.” One way to develop this habit is to prac-
tice the virtue of self-abandonment to Divine Providence,
and few have written about abandonment as clearly as
Jean-Pierre de Caussade in his great spiritual classic “L’A-
bandon,” where he summarizes the main theme: “The
whole essence of the spiritual life consists in recognizing
the designs of God for us at the present moment.” Every-
thing, then, is an instrument of holiness. Everything per-
fects you except sin, and “all you have to do is to accept
everything and let God act. Everything is the hand of
God.” Such is the mentality of Christian adulthood.

This guest editorial was written by John E. Weakland,
OCDS, a parishioner of St. Mary, Muncie.

Present tribulation is the way to life, the way to glory,
the way to the Holy City, the way to the Kingdom of God.

— St. Bernard

Light

One

Candle

BY TONY ROSSI
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visi-
tor:

• 50 years ago, Aug. 4,
1968: Pope Paul VI has con-
firmed the traditional teach-
ing of the Catholic Church
on family regulation and has
reaffirmed the rejection of
every form of artificial birth
control. The encyclical “Hu-
manae Vitae” (“Of Human
Life”) was issued July 29.

• 25 years ago, Aug. 1,
1993: Local parish commu-
nities are invited to join with
churches throughout the
world in fasting on Friday,
Aug. 13, in solidarity with
those attending World
Youth Day in Denver, Colo.,
on Aug. 11-15.

• 10 years ago, Aug. 3,
2008: Several pilgrims from
the Lafayette diocese recent-
ly shared their reflections on
participating in World
Youth Day 2008 in Sydney,
Australia. “It was really a
piece of heaven on earth ...,”
said one pilgrim, Curtis
Verner, 22, a parishioner of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,
Carmel. 

• Five years ago, Aug. 4,
2013: Knights of Columbus
Council 12307 of Portland
recently prepared a dinner
for cancer survivors in Jay
County and their guests.
More than 240 dinners were
served.

Saints 
of the week

Blessed Franz 
Jagerstatter
(1907-1943)

Feast: Aug. 9

This Austrian farmer
and parish sexton had
done his basic training in
Hitler’s army in 1940-41,
but refused to serve ac-
tive duty in 1943. A mili-
tary court in Berlin sen-
tenced him to death as
“an enemy of the state,”
and he was beheaded
Aug. 9, 1943. In prison
awaiting his fate, he
wrote about a dream
he’d had in 1938. In it,
many people were
boarding a new train, but
he heard the announcer
say, “This train is bound
for hell.” For him, the
train symbolized the
evils of Nazism, and he
had become a conscien-
tious objector. He was be-
atified in Austria in 2007.

(Catholic News Service)

Flowers for Mary: finding beauty in the back yard
Janet Easter is experienc-

ing Braxton Hicks contrac-
tions as she arranges a bou-
quet in her back yard, and
she is unfazed. 

“I’m having contractions,
which is hilarious,” she says,
stripping the leaves off a hy-
drangea in one swift stroke. 

It’s 80 degrees on a Friday
afternoon in a Pittsburgh
suburb, and Janet is glow-
ing, her 36-week belly
draped in a chambray shirt,
her honey-colored hair
braided across her head like
Heidi.  

“I don’t really know how
this is going to look yet,” she
says, tilting her head. “I’m
going to make it up as I go.” 

Making it up as she goes
is a crucial skill for a perfec-
tionist who will soon be
tending to three kids under
3. It’s a far cry from her days
as style editor of Verily mag-
azine, when Janet coordinat-

ed slick New York City
photo shoots. 

Gardening has helped the
31-year-old stay-at-home
mom embrace the journey. “I
believe all growth comes
through some pain and sac-
rifice, and planting a garden
teaches you this in a very
physical, tactile, human
way.”

Janet’s personal growth is
evidenced by her ability to
laugh at the inevitable mis-
steps of a novice gardener. “I
tried my hand at sweet peas
this year,” she says, pointing

to a single bloom. “It was not
successful. That’s OK. The
dahlias are as big as my
head!” 

A 1-year-old toddles
around as Janet arranges her
bouquet at a workbench by
the back door. 

The finished product
looks like the handiwork of a
skilled florist. Janet sets the
bouquet on an antique man-
tel, pausing to lament the de-
scending ants and then grab-
bing some water to offset her
contractions. 

She settles into the swing
on her front porch, rocking
and reflecting. Her longtime
love of flowers recently took
on a new enthusiasm when
she discovered the Marian
theology behind flowers,
staying up late one night to
devour the University of
Dayton’s International Mari-
an Research Institute Web
site, her heart racing. 

Medieval Christendom
knew flowers by their Mari-
an meaning, standing for her
spirituality, divine graces,
mysteries of the rosary and
life with the holy family.
Baby’s breath represented
Our Lady’s veil; a dandelion,
Mary’s bitter sorrows; pe-
onies, Pentecost. 

But these symbols were
largely forgotten once the
printing press brought the
proper classification of
plants to the masses — save
for a few remaining names,
such as marigold, Mary’s
gold. 

“Of course there is this
connection!” Janet says now.
“As Catholics, we hold a
sacramental view of the
world.” 

She has since memorized
the Marian meaning of each
flower in her yard, and she’s
quick to look up additional
flowers that enter her home.   

She has written about this
passion on her new Web 
site, EverEaster.com, and
launched a popular Insta-
gram hashtag — #everflower
friday — to encourage other
Catholic women to “listen to
the sermon preached to you
by the flowers,” in the words
of St. Paul of the Cross. 

For as far as she has come
— as a gardener, a mother, a
believer — Janet feels she is
at the beginning. That
thought makes her smile as
she swings on her porch,
framed by the backlit leaves
of a climbing rose bush. 

“What’s exciting to me is
that learning about faith is
endless,” she says. “I think
I’m on the brink of some-
thing big — a lifetime of de-
light and discovery.” 

Christina Capecchi is a free-
lance writer from Inver Grove
Heights, Minn.

Twenty

Something

BY CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

You’re always welcome here.
Come to Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Fowler.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

St. Joseph Parish in Delphi recently recognized graduating
seniors of the Class of 2018. With pastor Father Clayton Thompson
are: front row, Gracie Meyer, Emily Steif and Samantha Haan; back
row, Caleb Schneckloth, Jessie Burkhart and Aaron LaFond.
(Photo provided)

St. Joseph Parish in Elwood recently held a breakfast to honor the grad-
uates of the Class of 2018 from the parish. Awards and gifts were presented
from the Knights of Columbus, NCCW and the parish. Afterwards, the gradu-
ates participated in the Sunday morning Mass. Above are Travis McGuire,
Brennan King, Dylan Lang, Katie Riddle, Delani Sims, Claudia Swinford and
Jenna Jones, with high school religious education teacher Joe Kelich and
helper Jessica Jones. (Photo provided)
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