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Pope revises

catechism:

Death penalty

‘inadmissible’

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Building on the develop-
ment of Catholic Church
teaching against capital
punishment, Pope Francis 

has
ordered a
revision of
the Cate-
chism of the
Catholic
Church to
assert “the
death
penalty is
inadmissi-
ble because

it is an attack on the inviola-
bility and dignity of the per-
son” and to commit the
Church to working toward
its abolition worldwide.

The catechism’s para-
graph on capital punish-
ment, 2267, already had
been updated by St. John
Paul II in 1997 to strengthen
its skepticism about the
need to use the death penal-
ty in the modern world and,
particularly, to affirm the
importance of protecting all
human life.

(Continued on Page 15)

Back to school 2018

Catholic school students from across the Lafayette diocese headed back to the classroom in recent weeks. Above
are Principal Vince Barnes and some of the students at St. Maria Goretti School in Westfield.

Inside this edition: Back-to-school news on Pages 4-7.

Priests and 
seminarians of the
Lafayette diocese
competed in the third
annual Serra Series
softball game on Aug.
4 in Kokomo. The
priests’ team won for
the third year in a row,
with a final score of 26
to 16. An estimated
700 fans and support-
ers attended this
year’s game. Spon-
sored by the Serra
Club of Kokomo, pro-
ceeds from the event
benefit the Seminarian
Fund. (Photo by Chuck
Jansen)

More photos, Page 11.
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1) Proverbs 9:1-6
2) Ephesians 5:15-20
3) Gospel: John 6:51-58

Monday, Aug. 20
1) Ezekiel 24:15-24
2) Gospel: Matthew 19:16-
22

Tuesday, Aug. 21
1) Ezekiel 28:1-10
2) Gospel: Matthew 19:23-
30

Wednesday, Aug. 22
1) Ezekiel 34:1-11
2) Gospel: Matthew 20:1-
16

Thursday, Aug. 23
1) Ezekiel 36:23-28
2) Gospel: Matthew 22:1-
14

Friday, Aug. 24
1) Revelation 21:9b-14
2) Gospel: John 1:45-51

Saturday, Aug. 25
1) Ezekiel 43:1-7ab
2) Gospel: Matthew 23:1-
12

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan Web
site at www.dol-in.org.

August 19
20th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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Saint Meinrad Archabbey
Library Gallery in St.
Meinrad is hosting an
exhibit by two New Har-
mony, Ind., friends and
artists, Curt Schmitt and
Griffin Norman. The show
will run through Sept. 30.
Schmitt moved to New
Harmony in 2006, convert-
ing an old barn into a
workshop where he
designs and builds furni-
ture. Combining art and
craft, each piece is both
functional and unique. He
explains that building a
piece of furniture “means
discovering just the right
balance of materials, pur-
pose and imagination.” His
work can be seen in homes
and businesses in New
Harmony, Evansville,
Chicago and other places
where he has developed
friendships with customers
who appreciate both the
work itself and the process
behind it. Norman has
lived in New Harmony for
more than 10 years. He

trained as a graphic
designer and worked in
the industry for decades. A
serious photographer since
the 1970s, he chose photos
for this exhibit that focus
on images he made along a
stretch of Indiana 66 run-
ning through New Harmo-
ny. The exhibit is free and
open to the public. Those
wishing to view the exhibit
are encouraged to arrive at
least 30 minutes before
closing time. For library
hours, call 812-357-6401 or
800-987-7311, or visit the
Archabbey Library’s Web
site: www.saintmeinrad.
edu/library/hours/

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

New detention center in our diocese?

O ur diocese includes Newton
County in its northwest cor-
ner, just south of Lake County,

Indiana. Some weeks ago, I learned
that a for-profit company may
be looking there to build an
800-bed detention center to
hold people for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE). As reported in the Post-
Tribune on Aug. 11, there was a
community meeting about this
possibility, and some of our
laity and clergy attended. At
this writing, facts are in short
supply and county officials say
there is no plan for such a cen-
ter at this time.

How does this involve this
bishop? Catholic people con-
tacted me because there is a
fear factor among many people living
and working in our state. We worship
alongside people who are directly
affected by the separation of parents
from children, by deportations, by the
uncertainty among people who have
lived in the United States from the
time they learned to talk and who
know no other country. 

By the way, being in the United
States without papers is not itself a
crime. It is a federal administrative
concern. There is no doubt that some
undocumented people commit actual
crimes and should be detained and, if
found guilty, imprisoned or deported.
But it seems that a large detention sys-
tem may be just one symptom of unre-
formed and out-of-date immigration
laws. And so the passage of time and
legislative indecision have backed

many people into a corner with few
ways to regularize their presence in
the United States. 

While a large percentage of people
lacking papers are Hispanic,
they are not the whole story.
There are people from every
continent who are caught here
in the same difficulties.

The immigration challenges
facing governments are pretty
much global. If the past 100
years are any indication, there
will be no simple solutions.
And those who promote com-
promises, a fact of any legisla-
tive progress, means that
everyone will get something
they don’t want in addition to
things that they do. Doing
nothing, or relegating respon-

sibility solely to the executive or judi-
cial branches, will not produce sus-
tainable and just situations.

So I write to ask you to keep a few
things in mind. The first is that U.S.
bishops do not promote open borders,
yet we are accused of that. A workable
and enforceable policy for refugees
and immigrants is always going to be
necessary.

The second is that, in a representa-
tive republic like ours, we each bear
some responsibility for the actions of
our government. We should not abdi-
cate the freedom that allows us, man-
dates us, to be interested. And so the
immigration situation belongs to us all
insofar as we can be better informed
both about the needs of those coming
to our country and also the responsi-
bilities of governmental agencies. Said

another way, it is about the people
coming here and about the people we
empower to protect us. This has been
the tough part, to look at how current
history is affecting all these people,
their dignity, safety and well-being. So
this is not an either-or situation, nor a
take-sides situation. But right now, as
we look only at the huge expense of
for-profit general detention centers, I
am leaning away from them as a reme-
dy. 

The third thing we might think
about is this, and I can speak for
myself. I do not shed my U.S. citizen-
ship when I walk into a church, and I
do not shed my Catholic Christian self
(my immortal soul!) when I walk out
of one into the community where I live
and work. So I cannot close my eyes to
challenges that face us, Catholic or not.
And I respect others who, with eyes
open, can disagree about the best way
forward; as long as we also try to see
with our hearts the real men, women
and children who are affected by our
action or inaction.

Were the solutions simply about jus-
tice, they might offer a clear path.
Were the solutions only about mercy,
then wise heads could ease the way.
But faithful people, friends of Jesus,
know that we are called to apply both
justice and mercy and other virtues as
well. These are not opposites, but com-
plements that should serve everyone,
living and breathing people who are
more than statistics. It is worth our
discomfort to struggle to establish
humane responses to difficulties that
transcend national boundaries.

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

“I made a school bus!” Students at Holy Cross
School in Anderson engage in activities that meet Indi-
ana State Early Learning standards. (Photo provided)
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Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

Silent retreat for women

Women ages 19 and
older are invited to come
and enjoy a weekend expe-
rience of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. The
silent retreat will begin at 6
p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, and
end at 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
26. The retreat will include
Mass, holy hour, confer-
ences on prayer, and plenty
of quiet time to reflect on
the Scriptures. Amenities
include a comfortable, full-
service room and six meals.
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost is
$175 per person. A mini-

mum of five retreatants is
needed. Deadline for regis-
tration is Aug. 17. For more
information, contact Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

“Get Away for a Day”
retreat

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Men and women ages 19
and older are invited to
come to the Saint Joseph

Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter for a day of quiet and
solitude from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 28.
Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful grounds, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, and spend time
in one of our comfortable
rooms on the full-service
floor, or in the chapel for
prayer with the Lord. Mass
and confession will be
available during the day.
Cost is $40 per person,
which includes room and
lunch. Please let us know

of any dietary restrictions.
Deadline for registration is
Aug. 21. For more informa-
tion, contact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Psalms retreat

Life is full of twists and
turns, ups and downs,
times of joy and times of
confusion. The Book of
Psalms reflects these life
movements. Men and
women ages 19 and older
are invited to come learn
more about how the
psalms can be a source of
strength to help navigate
through the different sea-
sons of life. The retreat will
begin at 10 a.m. Tuesday,

Sept. 11, and end at 3 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 13. The
retreat will include daily
conferences on the psalms,
time to pray with the
psalms, daily Mass and
surprise psalm activities.
Amenities include a com-
fortable, full-service room
and seven meals. Please let
us know of any dietary
restrictions. Cost is $185
per person. A minimum of
five retreatants is needed.
Deadline for registration is
Sept 4. For more informa-
tion, contact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Father Baikauskas receives Special Boilermaker Award
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

WEST LAFAYETTE —
Father Patrick Baikauskas,
OP, pastor of St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish, thought
Mass was over when one
more announcement was
made on July 8.

He has been named a
recipient of the Special Boil-
ermaker Award, given annu-
ally by the Purdue Universi-
ty Alumni Association.

“The Alumni Association
and the university think you
are pretty special,” said Mike
Piggott, a parishioner and
director of Purdue commu-
nity relations. “This award
was first presented in 1981
and the winner was Father
Phil Bowers, then pastor of
St. Tom’s, so now we have
bookend Special Boilermak-
ers.”

Ralph Amos, president
and CEO of the Purdue
Alumni Association, said the
award was established to
recognize and honor special
people who have con-
tributed significantly to the
improvement of the quality
of life and/or the betterment
of the educational experi-
ence of a substantial number
of students.

“Words used to describe
Father Baikauskas include
boundless energy, infectious
leadership and tremendous
generosity of time,” he said. 

In order to be considered
for the award, a one-page
description of the nominee’s

contributions as they relate
to Purdue student life must
accompany each nomina-
tion. 

Amos read excerpts from
nomination letters for Father
Baikauskas:

“Father Patrick has
enhanced the relationship
between the St. Thomas
Aquinas Center and the uni-
versity to the extent that
parishioners are now proud-
ly referred to as ‘Boiler
Catholics.’ He provides

inspiration to hundreds of
students and their daily life
on campus.”

“Just as every winter
Father Patrick does the Polar
Plunge for Special Olympics
of Indiana, he plunges into
his ministry to both Purdue
students and resident
parishioners. Through his
leadership and example,
there are more than 50 pri-
vate and community-
focused retreats, prayer-
based church services and

study groups that encourage
and engage a large number
of students and resident
parishioners.”

“The list of student activi-
ties under Father Pat’s guid-
ance is endless and includes
opportunities for mission
trips, providing a safe haven
for students, campus walks
and runs, bike races, dances,
cookouts and support for
activities such as the ever-
popular Theology on Tap at
Harry’s.”

Father Baikauskas said he
is very honored and hum-
bled, and thanked all
involved. 

“It’s interesting, when I
was a senior in high school
in Crete, Ill., I visited two
universities — Bradley Uni-
versity in Peoria, Ill., which
is where I went, and Purdue
University,” he said. “I don’t
know why, of all the univer-
sities I was considering, I
only visited two. This place,
and most especially the St.
Tom’s community, means a
great deal to me. Purdue is
just a fantastic university
with great students and I am
truly, truly honored.” 

Father Baikauskas will be
honored during an on-field
presentation at the Purdue
vs. Ohio State football game
on Oct. 20, when he will
receive an iconic locomotive
replica. 

His name also will be
added to a plaque in the Pur-
due Alumni Association
office, as well as in a kiosk
on the Purdue Mall. 

Father Patrick Baikauskas, OP, (right) recently learned that he has been named a recipi-
ent of the Special Boilermaker Award, given annually by the Purdue University Alumni
Association. Father Baikauskas is pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, West Lafayette.

“Words used to describe

Father Baikauskas include

boundless energy, 

infectious leadership and

tremendous generosity 

of time.” 
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INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Erica Markiewicz
Registered 

Representative

INVESTMENTS
Investment Planning Services

● IRA’s - IRA ● Stocks
lump sum rollovers ● Tax Free Bonds

● Roth IRA’s ● CD’s
● Mutual Funds ● Monthly Incomes
● U.S. Gov’t Sec. ● Annuities
● 401K’s, SIMPLE ● Long-Term Health

& SEP IRA’S Care Insurance

Mar ion Of f ice Peru Of f ice
328 S Nor ton St 16 N. Miami St .
765-664-4228 765-473-7211Members FINRA & SIPC

FREE ADMISSION!
Saturday, September 8, 2018
12:00 noon – 10:00 p.m.
(Children’s area closes at 5:00 p.m.)

St. Joan of Arc Church
4217 Central Aven

reet
ue

      Passenger drop-off on 42nd St
IGC Annual Raffle License 147640 
JOIN US FOR MASS IN FRENCH
AT 5:30 PM
Visit our website: www.sjoa.org

FREE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

• FrenchAxe • First Impression Band
• Groove Theory • The Bishops

ACTIVITIES FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

• Raffle - Something for Everyone!
• Historic Church Tours!
• Artisans!
• Bake Sale!
• French-Themed Children’s Area until 5:00 p.m

FRENCH MENU

• Tarte flambé
• Quiche
• Crab cakes
• Escargot and oysters
• Shrimp bisque
• French bread and herb butter
• Cheese & fruit
• Rotisserie chicken
• BBQ ribs
• Crawfish etouffee
• Beef Bourguignon
• French pastries & desserts
• Pommes frites

Greg & Libby
Quinn Hahn

Cathy & Mark Mecker

Chef Vincent Kincade
Chef Felicia Grady
Chef Ed Pritchard
Chef Sam Brown

Scott Rosenfeld, DDS

Emerson Avenue 
Baptist Church

Ann & Ed 
DeLaney

Lillian Crabb

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the

Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:
www.usccb.org.

Back to school 2018

Please join our prayers for a safe and fruitful year
By Peg Dispenzieri

W elcome to the
2018-19 school
year! For those of

us in the field of education,
August always brings the
excitement of new begin-
nings and the promise of
new challenges and friend-
ships.  

In the diocesan Office of
Catholic Schools, we wel-

come
Andrew
Kremer, our
new associ-
ate superin-
tendent,
and wel-
come back
Noreen
Beardmore,
BSN,
schools

health coordinator, and
Sherry Young, assistant to
the superintendent and data
guru. 

The focus of professional
development with adminis-
trators and teachers this
year continues to be the

health and safety of our stu-
dents.  

Many of our students and
their families are stretched
thin! The stressors vary by
the age of the child, but
include busy schedules,
high expectations, financial
worries and various family
issues.

Added to the anxiety for
both parents and students
are the cases of active shoot-
er attacks on schools over
the past several years. 

This not only affects the
parents who send their chil-
dren to school each day, but
is also felt by educators who
recognize the incredible gift
of each child in their class-
room and the responsibility
they share in keeping each
child safe. 

The shooting in the
Noblesville middle school in
May brought the tension
that much closer to home.  

The Catholic schools in
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana have taken many
measures to address safety
in our schools and raise

awareness in our communi-
ties. Each school has a
developed, state-mandated
school safety plan that is
reviewed by first respon-
ders, faculty and staff. 

School entrances are
locked, cameras have been
installed and regular drills,
including active shooter
drills, are conducted in our
schools. 

All of our employees and
volunteers are required to
submit to background
checks through the Indiana
State Police as well as the
Department of Child Ser-
vices.

Student and family stress
may not be as newsworthy
as guns are, but the effect on
the child is often just as
powerful. 

All of our school employ-
ees and volunteers adhere
to the diocesan Child Pro-
tection Policy, found on our
Web site, and participate in
regular training to recognize
and report child abuse. 

In addition, the Indiana
Department of Education

mandates all licensed teach-
ers participate in ongoing
CPR, suicide prevention
training and human traffick-
ing training. 

Recent Indiana legislation
also requires each school to
include abuse education for
students in its K-12 curricu-
lum, teaching students
about appropriate relation-
ships and how to respond to
unwanted sexual advances.
The program used in our
diocesan schools is called
Circle of Grace.

As Catholic educators,
though, we know that the
best way to keep students
safe and manage stress lev-
els is to form positive rela-
tionships, to listen to their
stories and to pray with
them and for them. 

Our classes are small and
every child is known indi-
vidually by one or more
adults in the school. Even in
our high schools, where stu-
dents change classes every
period, time is set aside
every day for students to
connect with an adult in the

building through prayer
and conversation. This is the
only way we will build the
Kingdom and be Christ for
one another.

Catholic schools are in a
unique position to educate
the whole child and nurture
the spirit within each stu-
dent. 

If you would like more
information about any of
our diocesan schools, check
our Web site at https://
education.dol-in.org, call
your parish school or the
Office of Catholic Schools.  

Please pray for a safe and
fruitful year for our stu-
dents, families and educa-
tors! 

Dr. Peg Dispenzieri  is
superintendent of Catholic
schools in the Lafayette diocese.

Peg
Dispenzieri

St. Paul School 
welcomes 
new principal

MARION — Becky Spitz-
nagel is the new principal of
St. Paul School.

She grew up in Indi-
anapolis, where she attend-
ed St. Roch School and Ron-
calli High School. 

She received her bache-
lor’s degree
in elemen-
tary educa-
tion from
Ball State
University,
her mas-
ter’s degree
in curricu-
lum and
instruction
from the
University of Indianapolis
and her master’s degree in
educational administration
from the University of Notre
Dame. Spitznagel has been a
teacher and principal at
Catholic schools for 21
years. 

“I am grateful to be at St.
Paul Catholic School in Mar-
ion, and I look forward to
getting to know the stu-
dents, faculty and families
here,” she said.

Becky 
Spitznagel
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We’re Saving a Seat for

You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Ce  

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

36th Annua
you to es evnnI it

elebrate Life
Di

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

al
o the

e 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

SE

Marriot

R
Dinn

KK S

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

i

Dinner
AUESDT DAAYY

EPTEMBER 25, 2018

tt Downtown Indianap

Registration – 6:00 p.m.
ner and Awards – 6:45 p.m.
S k D id B 8 00

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

polis

0 p.m.

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
fhtli i t ti ll

their life-saving impact and rais
o-life s most successful pr’day
oss 40rothan 7e mor 00 cities acr

ougroement vglobal mo thr
the co-founeit is avid Ber

Right to Life of Indianapolis Art Co

D

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
bhkHiktft k

o-liffor prthan $55 million e sing mor
ganizorof eds leaders, helping hundr

ed alongsiwork0 nations.  David has 
decade, mobilizing 750,00first gh its 

for Lof 40 Days CEO former 

KKeeynote S
ntest – 1st Place

nder and 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
idf t

fe causes. David
easezations incr

-toof y de man
olunteers inv00 

the

eit,erakSpe ker,, David Ber t – 8:00

Life.  He led 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  outleery major media y evlynearl
-afy soughtlyis 

TIONATFOR MORE INFORMA

an internationall

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  .et
bhas work  His . erspeakeynote 

N – AND TO REGISTER, visit  w

fter k

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  David B
ined featur

.org  or call (317y.w.www.rtlindy

een 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  eitre

15267) 582-

Ber

Director of Stewardship and Development
Our Lady of Grace Parish in Noblesville is hiring a Stewardship 
Director. This full-time position will be responsible for planning, 
implementing, directing and evaluating the overall Stewardship 
program for the parish and its ministries.

Our Lady of Grace Parish serves more than 1,800 member families
and has a Catholic K-8 elementary school that has an enrollment of
more than 400 students.

The full job description is available at:
https://ologn.org/news/stewardshipdirector

Resumes can be submitted to Mike Witka at MJWitka@ologn.org.

School communities look forward to an exciting year
The Catholic Moment

Students and staff are get-
ting back in the swing of
things at the 15 elementary
and two secondary diocesan
schools. 

School principals spoke to
The Catholic Moment about
exciting news and develop-
ments at each school for the
2018-19 academic year.

St. Mary School
Alexandria

Pre-kindergarten through
eighth grade

St. Mary School students
kicked off the school year on
Aug. 2 with an enrollment of
108 students. 

“Our theme for this year
is ‘St. Mary Rockets, we are
on a mission from God,’”
said Principal Marca
Budzenski. “Our goal for the
year is becoming more
involved with the communi-
ty and with our own fami-
lies. 

“With fund raising and an
anonymous donation, we
were able to purchase a large
playground set for the older

grades and a smaller play-
ground set for PreK-K,” she
added. 

Kleenco Construction
Company donated concrete
and labor for installation of

the equipment.  
“Our school is truly

blessed,” Budzenski said.

Holy Cross School
Anderson

Pre-3 through eighth grade

“Not only will new and
returning students at Holy
Cross School be focusing on
their academics this school
year, they will be imple-
menting the corporal works
of mercy within the Ander-
son community,” said Princi-
pal Tina Neal. 

“Our first endeavor will
be supporting St. Vincent de
Paul and the Friends of the
Poor Walk on Sept. 29,” she
said. “The eighth-graders
have already begun their
service to Anderson by com-
pleting their training at the
Anderson Protection
League, where they will
feed, water, pet and walk the
unadopted pets of Ander-
son. 

“Along with the new pre-
school AdvancEd accredita-
tion, Holy Cross is now an
‘On My Way’ preK pre-
school. Additionally, Holy
Cross School has been
awarded a matching Indiana

(Continued on Page 6)

intermediate and middle-school students of Holy Cross School in Anderson pray the
Angelus at noon in front of St. Mary Church. (Photo provided)

Back to school 2018
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Back to school 2018

Opening days bring new students, staff, programs
(Continued from Page 5)

Department of Homeland
Security Grant and will soon
begin security updates
throughout the school,” Neal
said.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
School
Carmel 

Kindergarten through 
eighth grade

New this year at Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel School is the
creation of a full-day kinder-
garten program.  

“For the first time in the
history of the school’s 62
years, we are so proud of the
opportunity to offer a full-
day kindergarten option for
our parish families,” said
Sister Maria Benedicta Man-
tia, OP, principal.  

“In prior years, we have
only been able to provide
half-day options of morning
or afternoon, but now we are
excited and grateful that we
can serve our families in a
greater capacity.” 

Parents can now choose to
send their kindergartners to
the half-day or full-day pro-
gram, depending on which
option best fits their needs.

“This is truly a monumen-
tal event for our school,” Sis-
ter Maria Benedicta said.

St. Louis de Montfort
School
Fishers

Junior kindergarten through
eighth grade

Many new things are hap-
pening at St. Louis de Mont-
fort School this year. 

“The school has switched
from a junior high model
(grades 7-8) to a middle
school model (grades 6-8),”
said Principal Scott Stewart.
“The change allowed the
school to double the amount
of English instruction for
students and add a dedicat-
ed religion teacher.” 

Additionally, St. Louis de
Montfort received a Secured
School Safety Grant from the
Department of Homeland
Security in July. “We
received $15,000, which was
matched by our church. The
money was used to enhance
school security through the
purchase and installation of
inside and outside security
cameras,” Stewart said.

Other school improve-
ments have included a com-

plete refurbishing of the gym
floor, new blacktop and
paint over the entire parking
area, and a new Buddy
Bench and Gaga Pit were
installed.

The school also has estab-
lished a “Teacher’s Master’s
Degree” program that will
pay for teachers to get their
master’s degree. “We cur-
rently have six teachers pur-
suing a master’s degree
through the program,” Stew-
art said.

Sacred Heart School
Fowler 

Preschool through sixth grade

“This year at Sacred Heart
we welcome several new
families,” said Principal
Kristy Gross. “Our enroll-
ment has increased and we
are excited for these new stu-
dents to join our family!” 

Sacred Heart also wel-
comed three new staff mem-
bers: a first-grade teacher, a
fourth-grade teacher and a
PE teacher. 

“We are excited for our
growth and are looking for-
ward to a great year,” Gross
said.

Sts. Joan of Arc and Patrick
School

Kokomo
Preschool through eighth grade

Sts. Joan of Arc and
Patrick School started classes
on Aug. 8. 

“We are the Saints!” said
Principal Nick Kanable.
“This year, we will be
embracing St. Josemaria
Escriva’s quote, ‘Not all of us
can be rich, wise or famous,
yet all of us are called to be
saints.’”  

For adults and students
alike, Sts. Joan of Arc and
Patrick School will continu-
ally strive to help all to
become true saints. 

“We believe that creating
meaningful relationships
with each child is the key to
truly helping each child
along this path,” Kanable
said. “We are very excited
for the upcoming year!”

Central Catholic 
Junior-Senior High School

Lafayette
Seventh through 12th grade

Principal Neil Wagner
said Central Catholic would
reveal this year’s theme in
the second week of school. 

“Last year it was ‘Be
Saints ... Speak Love’ and we
focused on using our words
to build God’s kingdom. We
had speakers and activities
and it wasn’t uncommon to
hear students telling each
other to ‘speak love’ in the
hallways,” he said. “Our
theme always starts with ‘Be
Saints,’ but we won’t reveal
the second part until the sec-
ond week of school and
everyone is excited for the
big reveal. We know it's

going to bring some incredi-
ble things to CC, so stay
tuned!”

Another focus of the year
will be adult formation. “We
will be doing some new
things with our teachers,
coaches and parents to help
them be spiritually fit for our
kids,” Wagner said. “We're
working even more closely
with our parent organiza-
tion, PACE, to involve our
kids’ No. 1 catechist and to
allow parents to support our
school with their gifts and
talents.”

Finally, as a result of con-
tinued efforts to expand and
improve student services,
the Knight 360 program was
created. The program is
available to all students and
allows them to begin the col-
lege and career planning
process beginning in seventh
grade. The program is
designed to go beyond tradi-
tional guidance services by
taking students through a
formation process that helps
them discover their gifts and
God’s plan for them. 

“Knight 360 uses a combi-
nation of sophisticated
online tools, strength discov-
ery exercises, career interest
inventories and one-on-one
academic advising to help
develop a college and career
plan for each student,” Wag-
ner said. “The department
uses a team approach to sup-
port each student’s academ-
ic, social, emotional and spir-

itual needs.”

St. Boniface School
Lafayette

Fourth through sixth grade

St. Boniface School is
looking forward to a new
school year that includes the
addition of new teachers in
grades 4, 5 and 6, as well as
music and counseling.  

“All of our teachers come
with solid qualifications and
a desire to teach in a Catholic
school setting,” said Sister
Lenore Schwartz, OSF, prin-
cipal. “An all-new technolo-
gy curriculum will be pre-
sented to the teachers and
students since Adriana Rojas
attended STEM workshops
involving technology.”

Every year, St. Boniface
also does building and
grounds updates around the
church. “This year a brick
enclosure was put around
the church air conditioner
unit in the courtyard,” Sister
Lenore said. “New side-
walks are in place, and com-
prehensive landscaping
around the school and
church has begun. The land-
scaping will be completed
after our famous German-
Fest in September.”

St. Mary Cathedral School
Lafayette

Preschool through third grade

St. Mary’s kicked off its
school year on Aug. 14 and
Principal Kim Delaney said,
“We couldn’t wait to see all
of those smiling faces back in
our school!

“We are excited to have a
new second-grade teacher,
Katie Demerly, and a new
music teacher, Charis Vander
Plaats, joining our team,
too,” she said.

“All other teachers are
returning and have been
working hard to prepare
their classrooms to welcome
the students. We also have
Father Dominic Petan as our
new pastor, so the students
will look forward to getting
to know Father Petan and
welcoming him and Father
Kyle Neterer into the class-
rooms each week.”

St. Mary’s also obtained a
grant to improve security in
the building and around the
campus. “We have added
key fobs for the doors, secu-
rity cameras in and outside
of the building, and more

(Continued on Page 7)

The new year begins with a big “thumbs up” at St. Louis de Montfort School in Fishers.
(Photo provided)
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Back to school 2018

‘With God’s blessings, it will be a joy-filled year ...’
(Continued from Page 6)

security updates will be
completed during the
upcoming year,” Delaney
said. 

“Students will have a fun,
faith-filled, safe place in
which to learn. Teachers
were excited to have some of
their wish list items funded
from generous donations
from the LCSS Blue Knight
Auction. These include sci-
ence and STEM manipula-
tives, new books for the
classrooms and the media
center, and updated technol-
ogy to enhance their lessons.

“We are blessed by the
support of our community
and are looking forward to a
great year!” she said.

St. Lawrence School
Lafayette

Preschool through sixth grade

St. Lawrence Principal
Jody Williams shared that
this year the school is focus-
ing on how to more effec-
tively utilize the school pro-
grams already in place. 

“It’s great that we can take
what we have learned over
the last year and make
adjustments and improve-
ments for this coming year,”
she said. “Sometimes it takes
a few years to gain true suc-
cess at something, so I love
that we are continuing to
grow with what we have in
place.” 

The school is also updat-
ing several of its technolo-
gies to meet the needs of stu-
dents and teachers. 

In addition, this year, St.
Lawrence is implementing
an “organized lunch time”
that will give students a cafe-
teria-style area where they
can all eat together.   

“We are looking forward
to seeing all our students
and families back and wel-
coming our new ones. We
are excited to begin the new
school year and with God’s
blessings it will be a joy-
filled one!”  

St. Paul School
Marion

Preschool through sixth grade

“The students and staff at
St. Paul Catholic School are
off to a great start!” said
Becky Spitznagel, who just
started her first year as prin-
cipal of the school. “All of
our students, teachers and

staff were back for our first
day of class on Aug. 8.

“Our theme this year is
‘GLOW — God Lights Our
Way.’ On Friday, we gath-
ered as a whole school to
welcome new students and
to recognize students with
the GLOW Spotlight award
for all of their help at school
over the summer. We also
prayed and sang together as
a school family.”

Pope John Paul II 
Middle School

Muncie
Sixth through eighth grade

St. Mary School
Muncie

Preschool through fifth grade

“We are off to a smooth
start,” said Principal Elisha
Schlabach. “We are excited
to have familiar faces, along
with new ones this year for
both students and teachers.”   

Several of the elementary
and middle school teachers
attended a four-day
Smekens workshop over the
summer and one of the mid-
dle school social studies
teachers was awarded an
opportunity to attend the
Eileen Ludwig Greenland
National Bearing Witness
Summer Institute 2018.  

Schlabach also shared that
this year, the fifth-grade
class will be transitioning to
Chromebooks to coincide
with the middle school.  

“We will be focusing on
the beatitudes this year as a
school,” she continued.

“We’ll learn about saints that
displayed these beatitudes,
and we’ll be looking to rec-
ognize students that display
them as well.”  

St. Lawrence School
Muncie

Preschool through fifth grade

“We’re happy to welcome
our students and families
back to school!” said Princi-
pal Rob Frey. “Our enroll-
ment is at its highest point in
two years, and we have a full
kindergarten class.”

The school is also wel-
coming three new teachers
to the staff. Stephanie Gard-
ner is teaching grades 1 and
2, Misty Barton is teaching
grades 4 and 5, and Laurie
Lunsford is teaching art. 

“All of our staff has been
working hard to prepare for
the start of school and I think
it’s going to be a great year at
St. Lawrence!” Frey said.

Our Lady of Grace School
Noblesville

Preschool through eighth grade

“There is a great sense of
community and spirit at
OLGCS,” said Principal
Michelle Boyd. 

The school marketing
committee worked over the
summer to promote the
school to the Noblesville
community. 

“We are really excited
about our increased enroll-
ment numbers this school
year, as well as the brand

new gym
floor,” Boyd
said.

Our Lady of
Grace is the
first Catholic
school certi-
fied in STEM
in the state of
Indiana. “We
believe this
title has assist-
ed us in build-
ing new rela-
tionships with
parishioners
and the
Noblesville
community.
The students
and staff are
excited to con-
tinue with
STEM learning
and to
strengthen the
‘soft skills’
that students

need to be successful in the
year 2020,” Boyd said. “Our
theme this year is about cel-
ebrating the uniqueness of
each child.”

St. Theodore Guerin 
High School
Noblesville

Ninth through 12th grade

Guerin Catholic is proud
to welcome 780 students in
2018, the 15th year since its
founding.  

“We welcome five new
teachers to the school this
year, one of which will be
adding our third world lan-
guage to the school. We have
always offered Spanish and
Latin since the school's
inception, but this fall we
add French as an option for
students,” said Principal
James McNeany.  

Guerin Catholic also wel-
comes two new administra-
tors. Eric Glanders is the
new assistant principal of
student services. He served
as assistant athletic director
last year. “Mr. Glanders is a
very prayerful man and a
student-centered educator,
and I think he’ll make an
excellent leader in our build-
ing,” McNeany said. 

Ryan Davis will take over
as the new assistant athletic
director.  

“I look forward to another
great school year of helping
our students grow in their
faith and discern where God
is calling them, both today
and beyond their high school

years,” McNeany said.  

St. Augustine School
Rensselaer

Preschool through fifth grade

“The beginning of the
2018-19 school year is being
embraced with exemplary
excitement, praise and
expectations for  another
outstanding school year,”
said Principal Bruce School-
er. 

“First, we are celebrating
the fact that all of our chil-
dren currently in our school
that took the ISTEP+ and
IREAD3 assessments in the
spring of 2018 earned a Pass
or Pass+ grade,” he said. 

“Secondly, in order to
move all students along the
learning continuum, we are
fully utilizing available tech-
nologies such as on-line
grade reporting and the lat-
est computer-based technol-
ogy. Brand new state-of-the-
art IPADS will be in our chil-
dren’s hands this school
year, which will serve to
extend and enrich learning.   

“Thirdly, each of the past
three summers have wit-
nessed building upgrades
including new flooring
throughout our school, a
new computer lab, new hall-
way cubbies, and renovated
bathrooms for our children. 

Above all, “we are super
excited about all of the
opportunities to embrace
our Catholic faith,” he said.

St. Maria Goretti School
Westfield

Pre-kindergarten through
eighth grade

“This year we have the
theme ‘Grow the Kingdom’
based on the Parable of the
Mustard Seed in Matthew
13:31-32,” said Principal
Vince Barnes. 

“Our students will contin-
ue to focus on global learn-
ing and participate in the
global goals that have been
adopted by most countries
throughout the world ...
These goals focus on ending
hunger, zero poverty, clean
water, justice for all, equity
in education, etc., through-
out the world.”  

Middle-school students
will also continue to partici-
pate in a student exchange
program with students and
schools from Guatemala.

The beatitudes will be part of the focus of the upcoming year at St. Mary
School and Pope John Paul II Middle School in Muncie. (Photo provid-
ed)
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By Deacon John Etter
Contributing Writer
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cicero
Ordained Sept. 14, 2013

In an article published in
the July 29
edition of
The Catholic
Moment, we
covered the
early histo-
ry of the
Order of the
Deacon, cit-
ing Scrip-
ture as well
as other

sources, and covering the
time up to the Second Vati-
can Council.

In the early years, the Dio-
cese of Lafayette-in-Indiana
had the benefit of permanent
deacons who were formed in
another diocese and moved
into this diocese. But, there
were only five permanent
deacons who had faculties to
function in the Local
Church.

In October 2000, then-
Bishop William L. Higi
sought to establish the for-
mation for the permanent
diaconate in the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana. (He
had waited until the Eccle-
sial Lay Ministry program
was in place and stable
before researching a dia-
conate formation program.)

After investigation into
formation programs in other
dioceses, a committee was
established to begin plan-
ning a program for the Dio-
cese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.  

The committee was
chaired by Anne Roat, then
coordinator of the Ecclesial
Lay Ministry program. The
rest of the committee consist-
ed of Deacon Ron and
Jacquie Nevinger, Deacon
Domingo and Adelia Castil-
lo, Father Brian Doerr and
Father Thomas Metzger.  

In April 2002, the Office of
the Permanent Diaconate for
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana was formally estab-
lished by Bishop Higi.  

Father Theodore Dudzin-
ski, episcopal vicar at the
time, headed the office, with
Deacon Nevinger named as
director of formation. Dea-
con Nevinger was assisted
by his wife, Jacquie, and
Anne Roat, as coordinator of
academics.

Following a series of arti-
cles in The Catholic Moment
that explained the history
and purpose of the perma-
nent diaconate, a call-out

was held in May 2002 at St.
Joan of Arc Parish in Koko-
mo.

Applications were accept-
ed and reviewed by an
admissions board. Six men
were chosen from the appli-
cants to be candidates for the
permanent diaconate. In
September 2002, these six
men entered the aspirancy
stage of permanent deacon
formation.

On Sept. 17, 2005, after
three years of study and
preparation, Bishop Higi
ordained five men to the per-
manent diaconate.  

In the Sept. 25 issue of The
Catholic Moment, Bishop Higi
stated, “This is a historic
moment for our Local
Church.”  

Father Dudzinski, now
the vicar of the permanent
diaconate, said, “Now we
have ordained deacons that
complete the hierarchy of
orders, these deacons will be
able to represent the bishop
by aiding him in his ministry
and assisting him in the dif-
ferent facets that they are
called to.”

Since that ordination in
2005, there have been two
more classes of deacons
formed in this diocese. Five
men were ordained on Sept.
20, 2008, and an additional
five men were ordained on
Sept. 14, 2013.  

To date, there are a total of
20 permanent deacons in our
diocese, some of whom were

formed here and some
formed in other dioceses.  

On Sept. 15, 2018, there
will be another class of dea-
cons ordained in our dio-
cese.

The above is a brief histo-
ry of the permanent dia-
conate in the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana. How-
ever, the permanent dia-
conate has been active in
other states and countries for
much longer. 

There are presently more
than 18,000 deacons serving
the Church here in the Unit-
ed States and growing.

During the week of July
22-26, there was a celebra-
tion marking the 50th
anniversary of the renewal
of the order of the diaconate
as a permanent ministry.
There were 2,800 cardinals,
bishops, priests and deacons
from around the world who
gathered in New Orleans to
celebrate the anniversary.

The Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana was represented
by Father Dale Ehrman,
vicar for the clergy, perma-
nent diaconate and voca-
tions; Deacon Mike Gray,
Deacon Bill Reid, Deacon
Steve Miller, Deacon John
and Judi Jezierski, and Dea-
con Mark and Cathy Miller.  

They attended informa-
tional meetings, shared
experiences with ministries
and formation and were able
to socialize with many of the
deacons and wives repre-

senting other parts of the
country or world. 

Deacon Steve Miller,
diocesan director of forma-
tion for the permanent dia-
conate, said he was touched
by a moment during the con-
ference when all the deacons
present stood when the
number of years were called
out representing the years
they had been ordained.  

“Some conference partici-
pants have been deacons for
a long time and the entire
assembly gave a standing
ovation to the men who had
been ordained for more than
45 years. It was really some-

thing else,” Deacon Miller
said.

Deacon Bill Reid reflected
on his visit to the World War
II museum while in New
Orleans. He heard a presen-
tation about the history that
transpired in the Dachau
prison camp as it related to
restoring the order of mar-
ried deacons. 

“I was especially touched
by the story of a transitional
deacon in the prison who
was very sick and wanted to
be ordained to the priest-
hood before he died. The
prisoners were able to smug-
gle all the appropriate
papers and vestments into
the prison in order to fulfill
his desire,” Deacon Reid
said. 

Father Ehrman said, “The
conference was a great expe-
rience. It helped me to learn
the wide variety of min-
istries with which deacons
are serving across the coun-
try. I was reminded that dea-
cons are ordained to repre-
sent the person of Christ the
servant and that the dis-
missal at Mass is not simply
a conclusion. It is given by
the deacon, a sending of all
in the assembly, to also be a
servant and bring Christ into
the world.”

This is something we all
need to remember when we
attend Mass.

Editor’s note: Stay tuned for
an article on the seven men who
will be ordained to the perma-
nent diaconate in September.
All are welcome to attend the
ordination Mass on Sept. 15 at
the Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception.

From left are Deacon Steve Miller, Deacon John Jezierski, Father Dale Ehrman, Deacon
Mike Gray and Deacon Bill Reid. (Photo provided)

Deacon
Etter

Local representatives share in celebration of diaconate

Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the
United States, speaks July 22 at the 2018 National Dia-
conate Congress in New Orleans. Archbishop Pierre
praised the work of the 18,500 permanent deacons in the
United States. He urged them to continue their work of
evangelization and reaching out to those on the margins
of society. (CNS photo/Peter Finney Jr., Clarion Herald) 
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REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Ann Craig Galliher, 94, died Aug. 1. She was a
member of St. Lawrence in Muncie.

Carol Marie Hobaugh, 78, died July 26. She was a
member of Blessed Sacrament in West Lafayette.

Helen Rose Broyles, 94, died July 20. Stella M.
Niebauer, 87, died Aug. 3. Paulette M. Charles, 99,
died Aug. 5. All were members of St. Paul in Marion.

Robert Reed “Bob” Scott, 91, died July 23. 
Kimberly Ann Fletcher, 58, died Aug. 3. Both were
members of Our Lady of the Lakes in Monticello.

Thomas Mascari, 65, died July 4. Caroline Stein,
82, died Aug. 2. Susan Frossard, 70, died Aug. 3. All
were members of St. Maria Goretti in Westfield.

Dominic Mittica, 90, died Aug. 8. He was a mem-
ber of All Saints in Logansport.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Community rallies in support of Carmel synagogue after vandalism

By Rita DeKlyen
For The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — Hate was on
full display when vandals
spray-painted anti-Semitic
graffiti at the Shaarey Tefilla
Synagogue in Carmel on
July 27.  

The images of the Nazi
swastika flag along with
Hitler’s Iron Crosses were a
shock to members of the syn-
agogue as they came in for
their Saturday morning
Shabbat services. 

What the vandals might
not have expected was the
support shown to the syna-
gogue — support that
reached across religious
denominations and the
country, all in solidarity with
the Jewish community. 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
and St. Elizabeth Seton
parishes immediately posted
messages through social
media and on their Web
sites, while also reaching out
directly to Shaarey Tefilla
Rabbi Benjamin Sendrow.
Solidarity and support were
offered to the Carmel con-
gregation. 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

posted the Shema from
Deuteronomy, which is
among the best-known vers-
es in Jewish liturgy, to bring
comfort to the congregation:
“Hear O Israel: The Lord is
our God, the Lord alone.
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all
your strength” (Deuterono-
my 6:4-5).  

“With Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel’s outreach to the
poor, through our Merciful
Help Center, we as a parish
are very committed to build-
ing ecumenical relationships
throughout Carmel and
Hamilton County,” said

Father Richard Doerr, pastor
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish. “I was honored to
attend the dedication of
Shaarey Tefilla in keeping
with the teachings of St.
Pope John Paul II to build
better relationships with our
elder brothers in the Jewish
faith. I find this incident to
be very sad, but not indica-
tive of most people living in
our community.” 

Solidarity was also
demonstrated by political
parties on both sides of the
aisle as Indiana senators
Todd Young and Joe Donnel-
ly issued statements strongly
criticizing the vandalism.

Vice President Mike Pence
issued the following state-
ment: “Sickened and
appalled by the cowardly act
of vandalism at Congrega-
tion Shaarey Tefilla; a beauti-
ful synagogue in Carmel,
Indiana, where I have many
good friends. Those respon-
sible must be held account-
able. These vile acts of anti-
Semitism must end.”

National organizations
and media outlets from
across the country covered
the story, including CNN,
Fox News, The Washington
Post, The New York Times and
USA Today. The ACLU and
the Kennedy-King Memorial
Foundation were among
many others who issued
statements condemning the
act as a hate crime.  

Carmel Mayor James
Brainard denounced the
crime and encouraged all
Carmel households to fly the
American flag in support of
the synagogue. 

“There is no place for this
kind of hatred in Carmel and
it does not reflect the
respectful and welcoming
nature of the vast majority of
our residents, who come

from many different cultural
and faith backgrounds,”
Brainard said on Facebook.  

A community solidarity
gathering at Shaarey Tefilla
was quickly planned, with
more than 1,000 community
leaders, faith leaders and
residents attending the gath-
ering on the Monday
evening after the incident.

“Those who love God
hate evil,” Rabbi Sendrow
said. “There is no better way
than to fight evil with arms
linked as a community. 

“No matter who you are
in America, there is some-
body who is ‘anti-you.’ But,
this does not define Ameri-
can society, which is funda-
mentally decent, accepting,
supportive and wonderful,”
he said.

Hate reared its ugly head
the night of July 27 at Shaarey
Tefilla Synagogue, but that
hate was quickly diminished
by thousands of people from
the community and from all
walks of faith to demonstrate
that these vandals would not
win. What would win was
faith and the community
coming together and rising
up to conquer hate.

(Photo provided)

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after
disaster strikes at home or
abroad is financial contributions
to relief efforts. Your donations
can make a world of difference:
• In the United States, Catholic
Charities USA provides disas-
ter assistance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.
org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic Relief
Services responds to emergen-
cies around the world. Visit
www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

Saint Meinrad to host ‘On the Hill’ 5K
ST. MEINRAD — Saint

Meinrad Archabbey will
host its “On the Hill” 5K
walk/run on Saturday, Sept.
15. 

Registration is now open
for the event, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting Catholic
Charities/Catholic Relief
Services.

Registration is $20 per
person before Sept. 1, and
$25 after. The fee for those 15
and under is $10 each. 

Registration includes a T-
shirt. Prizes will be awarded

to the top male and female
finishers in five age groups. 

The registration form can
be found at www.saint
meinrad.org/onthehill5K/

The 5K will begin at 8:30
a.m. CDT, with registration
open at 8 a.m. The
starting/finish line is located
near the red barn on the
south side of the archabbey
campus, along State Road
545.

Following the event, the
Knights of Columbus will
host a pancake breakfast.

Freewill donations will be
accepted.

Participants also are wel-
come to join the Saint Mein-
rad monks for Mass in the
Archabbey Church before
the race at 7:30 a.m. (running
clothes welcome).

Parking is available in the
Gift Shop and Abbey Cas-
kets parking lots. 

For more information,
contact Jill Memmer at 812-
357-6616 or jmemmer@saint
meinrad.edu.
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Habitat for Humanity “Catholic Build” in Lafayette

The six Catholic parishes in
Lafayette and West Lafayette are
now participating in their ninth
biennial Habitat for Humanity
“Catholic Build.” Members from all
six parishes — the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate Conception,
St. Ann, St. Boniface and St.
Lawrence in Lafayette and Blessed
Sacrament and St. Thomas Aquinas
in West Lafayette — have joined in
planning, raising funds and building
the house. Above left: Father
Dominic Petan, pastor of the cathe-
dral parish, reads from the letters of
St. Paul during the Aug. 4 wall rais-
ing in Lafayette. This is the first of
the “Catholic Builds” in which the
Habitat client, Jessica Gualajara
(lower right) and her young son
Dominic, are members of one of the
parishes. At right: Volunteers from
Blessed Sacrament and St. Ann
parishes bring lunch for construc-
tion volunteers.

Photos by David Schmidt
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Third annual Serra Series: priests vs. seminarians softball game

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty leads the fans and
teams in prayer before the game.

Sister Mary Grace Richey, OSF, a daughter of St.
Patrick Parish, Kokomo, throws the first pitch.

“Holy Cow,” mascot for the priests’ team, joins
in some fun with Father David Huemmer.

Deacon Sean Aaron makes his way to second base. Father Clayton Thompson follows through after connecting with the ball.

Left: Seminar-
ian William
Thompson is
tagged out by
Father
Dominic
Petan.

Right: Semi-
narian
Michael
Block, left,
and Father
John Nguyen
visit after the
game.

Photos by
Chuck
Jansen
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Rummage sale
MUNCIE — The seventh
annual rummage sale to
benefit Father Andre’s Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
Orphanage in Haiti will be
held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 16, 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, and
8 a.m. to noon Saturday,
Aug. 18, in Noll Hall on the
campus of St. Mary Parish.
Items for sale will include
kitchenware, tools, furni-
ture, home furnishings,
toys, sports equipment,
linens and much more. Chil-
dren’s clothes will be sold
by the bag. Purchases will
be cash only. For more infor-
mation, call Becky Hazen at
765-749-3390. All are wel-
come.

Golf scramble
MARION — Knights of
Columbus Council 623 will
host a golf scramble begin-
ning at 8 a.m. Saturday,
Aug. 18, at the Elks Country
Club in Marion. Funds
raised at the event will help
fund scholarships for gradu-
ating seniors in 2019. Cost is
$50 for individuals or $200
for teams of four. Hole
sponsorships are available
for $100 each. For more
information, to register to

play or to help sponsor the
event, call Andy Raih at
765-618-5612.

“Runnin’ the Shores” 5K
KOKOMO — St. Vincent
Kokomo Foundation will
host the ninth annual “Run-
nin’ the Shores” event on
Saturday, Aug. 18. The
scenic 5K trail run/walk at
Champagne Shores will
raise funds to support the
St. Vincent Kokomo Cancer
Center. Registration and
packet pickup will begin at
7 a.m., followed by the 5K
start at 8 a.m. and awards
presentation at 9 a.m.
Champagne Shores is locat-
ed at County Road 440 West
and Lakeshore Drive in
Howard County. Cost is $25
per person, with additional
family members $20 each.
New age divisions have
been added this year, as
well as new secure storage
available for participants’
belongings. For more infor-
mation about the event and
online registration, visit
stvincent.org/runninthe
shores. 

Bicycle donations
ZIONSVILLE — The
Fourth-degree Knights of
Columbus will collect adult
bikes (26 inches or taller),
helmets and chains/locks
from noon to 5 p.m. Aug.
18, 19, 25 and 26 in front of
the parish hall at St.
Alphonsus Liguori Church.
The bikes will be refur-
bished and distributed to
veterans and the homeless
in Indianapolis. The church
is located at 1870 W. Oak St.

in Zionsville.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to attend a
Schoenstatt holy hour with
Father Cassian Sama, OP, at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 21, at
St. Thomas Aquinas Church.

Birthright volunteer 
information meetings
KOKOMO — Birthright of
Kokomo will offer two short
informational meetings this
month for women interested
in becoming volunteers with
the pro-life pregnancy help
center. The one-hour ses-
sions will be held at 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22,
and 2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24,
at the Birthright office, 3712
Southlea Drive. Birthright
needs women volunteers
who can be available to
other women in need, giv-
ing pregnancy tests, listen-
ing and being a friend.
Those interested in attend-
ing the upcoming informa-
tional meetings are asked to
call and leave a message at
765-453-4673.

SEED presentation
MUNCIE — The next gath-
ering of SEED (Seeking
Evangelization through
Eucharistic Devotion) will
be held on Thursday
evening, Aug. 23, at St.
Mary Parish in Muncie.
Guest presenter will be
Father Paul Cochran, speak-
ing on “Seven Sorrows of
Mary.” Adoration will begin
after the 5 p.m. Mass, fol-
lowed by the presentation at
7 p.m. and Benediction. A

light reception then will be
held in the parish’s St. Eliza-
beth House. All are wel-
come to attend.

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
for healing after abortion
will be held in central Indi-
ana Aug. 24-26. The retreat
is open to anyone who has
had an abortion, helped
someone get an abortion, or
who has suffered because of
an abortion by a spouse,
friend or family member.
For more information or to
register by Aug. 20, call Jen-
nie at 765-404-9583 or Dave
at 765-860-6006 or visit
rachelsvineyard.org.

FunFest 2018
KOKOMO — St. Joan of Arc
Parish will host its 10th
annual FunFest from 5 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
25. Mass will be celebrated
at 4 p.m., with fireworks at
9:15 p.m. and a lot of fun in-
between. Some of the
evening’s activities will
include a meal prepared by
Dan’s Fish and Tenderloin, a
beer/wine garden, music,
bounce houses, children’s
games, Kona Ice, snack
shacks, a Kona kickball jam-
boree, card games, bingo, a
live auction and a $5,000
cash raffle. For full details
and schedule, visit the Web
site at www.saintjoan.org.

Chicken dinner
DUNNINGTON — St. Mary
Parish will hold a chicken
dinner from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26. The
meal will include a chicken

and salad smorgasbord with
desserts. Cost is $9 for
adults, $5 for children ages
12 and younger and free for
preschool age and younger.
Carry-outs will be available.
All are welcome to attend.

Kids’ Page on Page 20

LEGAL NOTICE
As the actual dwelling place of the

Respondent named below is unknown
to the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we
hereby cite the said Respondent to
contact the Tribunal of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana, located at 2300 S.
9th St., Lafayette, IN 47909-2400, on
or before the date designated for the
purpose of making answer to the pos-
sible dissolution of the marriage of the
Respondent herein designated:
CASE TITLE: 2016-1019 Benedict-Lopez
RESPONDENT: Rudy Lopez
DESIGNATED DATE: Aug. 15, 2018
Notice is hereby served that unless

the said Respondent contacts the Tri-
bunal on or before the date designat-
ed above, or offers sufficient reason
for absence, the requirements of
Canon Law regarding notification shall
be considered fulfilled and the case
shall proceed according to the norm
of the Law. Anyone, clerical or laical,
who knows the present address of the
above mentioned is bound to make
known this citation.

Father David L. Rasner, J.C.L.,   
Judge

Niall Hickey, Ecclesiastical Notary

“Rejoice 
and Be Glad”
Order your copy 
of Pope Francis’ 

apostolic exhortation
“Gaudete et Exsultate”/
“Rejoice and Be Glad.” 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:

www.usccb.org.

With German-
Fest only a few
weeks away,
some parish-
ioners of St.
Boniface Church
in Lafayette
decided to learn
how to do the
polka so they
won’t have to sit
on the sidelines,
tapping their toes
— they are going
to jump right in
and join the fun!
The polka class
was held in the
St. Boniface
School gym. All are invited to attend this year’s GermanFest at the parish, to be
held from 4:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8. The annual event features food,
music and fun for all ages. To learn more, visit the Web site at https://lafayette
germanfest.org. (Photo provided)
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Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Charity golf outing
FISHERS — The Knights of
Columbus of Fishers will
hold a charity golf outing
on Thursday, Sept. 6, at the
Sagamore Golf Club in
Noblesville. Registration
will begin at 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by a deli buffet lunch
and a shotgun start at noon.
Proceeds from this 24th
annual golf outing will ben-
efit Indiana charities includ-
ing Gibault, Little Sisters of
the Poor, Birthright Interna-
tional, The Cherish Center,
The Lord’s Pantry at Anna’s
House and The O’Connor
House mission. Thanks to
generous sponsors and
golfers, the Knights of
Columbus of Fishers have
contributed more than
$425,000 to charities
throughout Indiana. Single
golfers and foursomes are
welcome to attend the golf
outing. To register, visit the
Web site at www.kofc6923.
org/golf. Various sponsor-
ships also are available,
including sponsoring a hole

or donating a silent auction
item or gift card. Those
interested in sponsorships
and donations are asked to
contact Jack Wolf at
jwolf@maywolf.com.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Sept. 7, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 13. Join the Daughters
of Isabella in reciting the
rosary as Our Lady of Fati-
ma requested. Those attend-
ing are encouraged to bring
their rosaries, lawn chairs,
family and friends. If rain-
ing, bring umbrellas; in case
of stormy weather, the
rosary will be prayed inside
the church.

Anniversary Mass
LAFAYETTE — All married
couples of the Lafayette dio-
cese celebrating significant
marriage anniversaries in
2018 are invited to attend a
special Mass celebrating
their years of Christian mar-
riage at 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 16, at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. The Mass will
be celebrated by Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty. During
the liturgy, Bishop Doherty
will offer a special anniver-
sary blessing. The Mass will
fulfill the Sunday obligation.
After Mass, Bishop Doherty
will greet couples during a
reception with light refresh-
ments. To assist in prepara-
tions, those planning to
attend are asked to register
online at www.dol-in.
org/AnniversaryMass or
call 765-269-4660.

“Off to the Races”
ZIONSVILLE — The Young
at Heart group at St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish
invites all those age 55 and
older to join a day trip on
Friday, Sept. 21, to Churchill
Downs in Louisville, Ky.
The outing will include a
chartered bus to and from
the track, seating in “Mil-
lionaires Row” and a lunch
buffet. The bus will leave St.
Alphonsus at 8:30 a.m. Cost
is $65 per person. For more
information, contact the
parish at 317-873-2885 or e-
mail ministrysecretary@
zionsvillecatholic.com.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a coming together of the
Cursillo community, at 7
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, in
the lower level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
All Cursillistas and friends
are welcome to attend.
Those attending are asked
to bring a snack or beverage
to share. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeff and Mar-
lene Jarboe at 765-567-2216
or jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

Living wills vs. durable
power of attorney
KOKOMO — The parish
nurses of St. Patrick Parish
will host a presentation on
living wills vs. durable
power of attorney from 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 24, in the parish hall
(church basement). The pre-
senter will be T.J. Rethlake,
Howard County attorney
and a parishioner of St.
Patrick. He specializes in
estate law, family law, real
estate and business litiga-
tion. During the evening’s
program, he will present an
overview of both living
wills and durable power of
attorney, pointing out the
differences and the appro-
priate use for each. All
adults are welcome.

“Super Hero Run”
LAFAYETTE — Matrix Life-
Care Center will host its
annual “Super Hero Run”
on Saturday, Sept. 29. The
hero-themed fund-raising

event for the center includes
a timed 5K run, a 3K walk, a
kids’ fun run, a costume
contest, games and activities
for kids, a free pancake
breakfast and more. For
details, visit www.lafayette
herorun.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Visit www.wwme.org to
apply. Upcoming weekends
to be held in Indianapolis
include Oct. 19-21. Couples
who already have partici-
pated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

Save the date/”Devoted”
high school event
LAFAYETTE — “Devoted: A
Catholic High School
Event,” hosted by the dioce-
san Office of Catechesis, will
be held Sunday, Nov. 18, at
Central Catholic Junior-
Senior High School. The
one-day event designed
specifically for high-school
youth will include music,
“TED Talk”-style presenta-
tions, opportunities for
parish group activities and
much more. For more infor-
mation, contact Paul
Sifuentes at psifuentes@dol-
in.org or 765-269-4654.

Summer schedule
continues

Due to our summer
schedule, the next edition
of The Catholic Moment
will be published Sept. 2.
Regular weekly publica-
tion will resume with that
edition.

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org
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Fruitful Harvest 2016 monthly report
Parish City Fruitful Harvest Pledged toward       Amount paid toward      % Fruitful Harvest     % Fruitful Harvest

goal Fruitful Harvest Fruitful Harvest pledge paid goal paid
through July 31

St. Mary Alexandria $67,718 $62,439 $53,858 86% 80%
St. Ambrose Anderson $124,686 $114,170      $107,335 94% 86%
St. Mary Anderson $186,040 $167,051         $125,819 75% 68%
St. Francis ** Attica $37,432 $33,505 $30,315 90% 81%
Holy Trinity Bryant $41,253 $33,550 $29,369 88% 71%
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel *     Carmel $1,234,408 $1,234,408 $1,234,408 100% 100%
St. Elizabeth Seton Carmel $561,517 $579,158     $550,873 95% 98%
Sacred Heart of Jesus          Cicero $89,220 $129,346    $113,793 88% 128%
St. Joseph Covington $14,264 $12,800 $12,125 95% 85%
St. Bernard * Crawfordsville $95,085 $95,085          $95,085 100% 100%
St. Joseph Delphi $54,414 $77,922 $69,585 89% 128%
St. Cecilia DeMotte $57,466 $69,055 $65,365 95% 114%
St. Mary Dunkirk $12,635 $17,613 $14,803 84% 117%
St. Mary Dunnington $13,896 $8,610 $8,610 100% 62%
St. John Earl Park $16,578 $14,500 $14,500 100% 87%
St. Joseph Elwood $66,177 $54,372 $47,498 87% 72%
Holy Spirit Fishers $659,031 $751,992 $668,230 89% 101%
St. John Vianney * Fishers $102,728 $102,728      $102,728 100% 100%
St. Louis de Montfort Fishers $457,567 $430,310     $389,889 91% 85%
Sacred Heart Fowler $71,759 $64,010 $59,760 93% 83%
St. Francis Francesville $3,712 $6,139 $5,894 96% 159%
St. Mary Frankfort $80,960 $91,258 $82,658 91% 102%
Holy Family Gas City $41,109 $32,155 $28,710 89% 70%
Sts. Peter & Paul Goodland $8,698 $7,828 $7,828 100% 90%
St. John the Evangelist         Hartford City $45,340 $63,108     $47,813 76% 105%
St. Joseph Kentland $33,960 $30,825 $30,825 100% 91%
St. Ann Kewanna $7,271 $6,258 $6,058 97% 83%
St. Joan of Arc * Kokomo $270,128 $270,128      $270,128 100% 100%
St. Patrick * Kokomo $242,304 $242,304         $242,304 100% 100%
Bishop's Office Lafayette $29,273           $28,926 99%
St. Mary Cathedral * Lafayette $307,103 $307,103    $307,103 100% 100%
St. Boniface Lafayette $239,689 $258,583         $222,602 86% 93%
St. Ann Lafayette $106,732 $50,649 $48,480 96% 45%
St. Lawrence Lafayette $288,755 $205,620        $179,048 87% 62%
St. Augusta * Lake Village $48,603 $39,600 $34,915 88% 72%
St. Joseph Lebanon $141,106 $234,255         $197,285 84% 140%
All Saints Logansport $203,703 $222,090          $200,445 90% 98%
St. Paul Marion $179,915 $125,940 $119,471 95% 66%
St. Henry Medaryville $3,119 $4,504 $4,054 90% 130%
St. Anne Monterey $19,348 $18,250 $15,630 86% 81%
Our Lady of the Lakes          Monticello $87,295 $81,580     $63,445 78% 73%
St. Francis of Assisi Muncie $113,172 $109,233        $88,530 81% 78%
St. Lawrence Muncie $114,960 $151,263        $131,768 87% 115%
St. Mary Muncie $210,713 $275,525 $223,630 81% 106%
Our Lady of Grace ** Noblesville $415,045 $415,045  $415,045 100% 100%
St. Charles Otterbein $38,357 $46,263 $43,615 94% 114%
St. Patrick Oxford $35,732 $42,370 $37,945 90% 106%
St. Charles Peru $111,672 $118,156 $113,006 96% 101%
Immaculate Conception        Portland $65,411 $72,400     $64,745 89% 99%
St. Joseph Pulaski $21,199 $30,162 $27,862 92% 131%
Sacred Heart Remington $26,725 $31,695        $29,620 93% 111%
St. Augustine * Rensselaer $83,080 $83,080         $83,080 100% 100%
St. Joseph Reynolds $26,791 $33,999 $28,309 83% 106%
St. Joseph Rochester $44,609 $55,145 $49,483 90% 111%
St. John the Baptist Tipton $88,655 $93,080 $81,970 88% 92%
St. Mary Union City $34,737 $36,125 $30,800 85% 89%
St. Thomas Aquinas *           West Lafayette $194,834 $194,834 $194,834 100% 100%
Blessed Sacrament West Lafayette $233,100 $211,720 $200,201 95% 86%
St. Maria Goretti ** Westfield $568,185 $568,185      $568,185 100% 100%
Sorrowful Mother ** Wheatfield $39,429 $39,429       $39,429 100% 100%
St. Peter Winamac $43,876 $57,173 $51,098 89% 116%
St. Joseph Winchester $28,908 $31,110 $24,435 79% 85%
St. Alphonsus * Zionsville $338,086 $338,086        $338,086 100% 100%
Totals $9,200,000 $9,414,152           $8,803,247 94% 96%
* Dovetail Parish with 20-month campaign ending Aug. 31, 2018         ** Dovetail Parish with 24-month campaign ending Dec. 31, 2018

These parishes con-
ducted simultane-
ous appeals for
parish capital needs
in connection with
the Fruitful Harvest
2016 campaign. The
table above reflects
the status of giving
to Fruitful Harvest
2016 only. At right
are the goals and
pledges for dovetail
parishes, combining
the amount pledged
to both Fruitful Har-
vest 2016 and the
parish need.

Fruitful Harvest 2016 Dovetail Report — Includes data for both Fruitful Harvest and Dovetail campaign

Parish City Total goal Total pledged         Total amount paid      % Fruitful Harvest and      % Fruitful Harvest and
through July 31         Dovetail pledge paid Dovetail goal paid

St. Francis ** Attica $89,432 $33,505       $30,315 90% 34%
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel *        Carmel $1,634,408 $1,507,608 $1,357,832 90% 83%
St. Bernard * Crawfordsville $295,085 $186,093         $165,776 89% 56%
St. John Vianney * Fishers $852,728 $383,823         $300,441 78% 35%
St. Joan of Arc * Kokomo $620,128 $754,574         $663,518 88% 107%
St. Patrick * Kokomo $642,304 $334,251 $296,255 89% 46%
St. Mary Cathedral * Lafayette $707,103 $375,252       $342,570 91% 48%
St. Augusta * Lake Village $98,603 $39,600 $34,915 88% 35%
Our Lady of Grace ** Noblesville $715,045 $595,357     $453,433 76% 63%
St. Augustine * Rensselaer $153,080 $101,710 $96,993 95% 63%
St. Thomas Aquinas * West Lafayette $709,067 $314,619 $275,222 87% 39%
St. Maria Goretti ** Westfield $2,000,000 $2,019,288    $1,486,811 74% 74%
Sorrowful Mother ** Wheatfield $194,429 $218,390      $160,359 73% 82%
St. Alphonsus * Zionsville $1,189,086 $623,359 $565,770 91% 48%
* Dovetail Parish with 20-month campaign ending Aug. 31, 2018         ** Dovetail Parish with 24-month campaign ending Dec. 31, 2018

Fruitful Harvest 
2016

Since its inception in
1984, the funds gathered
in the biennial Fruitful
Harvest appeal have pro-
vided operating funds
needed to help meet the
expenses of diocesan
ministries, as well as
obligations of the 
diocese to the national
and Universal Church.
Millions of dollars also
have been returned to
parishes and school trust
funds.

Fruitful Harvest is 
comparable to the weekly
collection upon which
parishes depend to meet
their responsibilities.
Instead of a weekly
appeal, the diocesan
Church seeks support
through this biennial
appeal. 

To learn more and
donate to Fruitful 
Harvest 2016, visit the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

May our faithful 
stewardship bear 

witness to the love of
Christ in our lives.

Thank you 
for your generosity!



The Catholic MomentAugust 19, 2018 Page 15

(Continued from Page 1)

Announcing the change
Aug. 2, Cardinal Luis
Ladaria, prefect of the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, said, “The new
text, following in the foot-
steps of the teaching of John
Paul II in ‘Evangelium Vitae,’
affirms that ending the life of
a criminal as punishment for
a crime is inadmissible be-
cause it attacks the dignity of
the person, a dignity that is
not lost even after having
committed the most serious
crimes.”

“Evangelium Vitae” (“The
Gospel of Life”) was St. John
Paul’s 1995 encyclical on the
dignity and sacredness of all
human life. 

The encyclical led to an
updating of the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, which he
originally promulgated in
1992 and which recognized
“the right and duty of legiti-
mate public authority to
punish malefactors by
means of penalties commen-
surate with the gravity of the
crime, not excluding, in
cases of extreme gravity, the
death penalty.”

At the same time, the orig-
inal version of the catechism
still urged the use of “blood-
less means” when possible
to punish criminals and pro-
tect citizens.

The catechism now will
read: “Recourse to the death
penalty on the part of legiti-
mate authority, following a
fair trial, was long consid-
ered an appropriate re-
sponse to the gravity of cer-
tain crimes and an accept-
able, albeit extreme, means

of safeguarding the common
good.

“Today, however, there is
an increasing awareness that
the dignity of the person is
not lost even after the com-
mission of very serious
crimes. In addition, a new
understanding has emerged
of the significance of penal
sanctions imposed by the
state. Lastly, more effective
systems of detention have
been developed, which en-
sure the due protection of
citizens but, at the same
time, do not definitively de-
prive the guilty of the possi-
bility of redemption,” the
new section continues.

Pope Francis’ change to
the text concludes: “Conse-
quently, the Church teaches,
in the light of the Gospel,
that ‘the death penalty is in-

admissible because it is an
attack on the inviolability
and dignity of the person,’
and she works with determi-
nation for its abolition
worldwide.”

In his statement, Cardinal
Ladaria noted how St. John
Paul, retired Pope Benedict
XVI and Pope Francis had all
spoken out against capital
punishment and appealed
for clemency for death-row
inmates on numerous occa-
sions.

The development of
Church doctrine away from
seeing the death penalty as a
possibly legitimate punish-
ment for the most serious
crimes, the cardinal said,
“centers principally on the
clearer awareness of the
Church for the respect due to
every human life. Along this

line, John Paul II affirmed:
‘Not even a murderer loses
his personal dignity, and
God himself pledges to guar-
antee this.’”

Pope Francis specifically
requested the change to the
catechism in October during
a speech at the Vatican com-
memorating the 25th an-
niversary of the text’s pro-
mulgation.

The death penalty, no
matter how it is carried out,
he had said, “is, in itself, con-
trary to the Gospel, because
a decision is voluntarily
made to suppress a human
life, which is always sacred
in the eyes of the Creator
and of whom, in the last
analysis, only God can be the
true judge and guarantor.”

Cardinal Ladaria also
noted that the popes were
not the only Catholics to be-
come increasingly aware of
how the modern use of the
death penalty conflicted
with Church teaching on the
dignity of human life; the
same position, he said, has
been “expressed ever more
widely in the teaching of
pastors and in the sensibility
of the people of God.”

In particular, he said,
Catholic opposition to the
death penalty is based on an
“understanding that the dig-
nity of a person is not lost
even after committing the
most serious crimes,” a
deeper understanding that
criminal penalties should
aim at the rehabilitation of
the criminal and a recogni-
tion that governments have
the ability to detain crimi-
nals effectively, thereby pro-
tecting their citizens.

The cardinal’s note also
cited a letter Pope Francis
wrote in 2015 to the Interna-
tional Commission Against
the Death Penalty. 

In the letter, the pope
called capital punishment
“cruel, inhumane and de-
grading” and said it “does
not bring justice to the vic-
tims, but only foments re-
venge.”

Furthermore, in a modern
“state of law, the death
penalty represents a failure”
because it obliges the state to
kill in the name of justice, the
pope had written. 

On the other hand, he
said, it is a method frequent-
ly used by “totalitarian
regimes and fanatical
groups” to do away with
“political dissidents, minori-
ties” and any other person
deemed a threat to their
power and to their goals.

In addition, Pope Francis
noted that “human justice is
imperfect” and said the
death penalty loses all legiti-
macy in penal systems
where judicial error is possi-
ble.

“The new formulation of
number 2267 of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church,”
Cardinal Ladaria said, “de-
sires to give energy to a
movement toward a decisive
commitment to favor a men-
tality that recognizes the dig-
nity of every human life and,
in respectful dialogue with
civil authorities, to encour-
age the creation of condi-
tions that allow for the elim-
ination of the death penalty
where it is still in effect.”

Pope revises catechism to say death penalty ‘inadmissible’

Pope Francis spoke strongly against the death penalty in
his address to a joint meeting of Congress in Washington
on Sept. 24, 2015. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

WASHINGTON — Fol-
lowing the publication of the
revised section of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church
regarding the death
penalty, Bishop
Frank J. Dewane of
Venice, Fla., chair-
man of the U.S. bish-
ops’ Committee on
Domestic Justice and
Human Develop-
ment, welcomed the
change and echoed
the call to end the
death penalty in the
United States.

“Today, we welcome the
Holy Father’s decision to re-
vise the catechism and its ex-
planation of the Church’s

teaching on the death penal-
ty,” Bishop Dewane said.
“All human beings are creat-
ed in the image and likeness

of God, and the dig-
nity bestowed on
them by the Creator
cannot be extin-
guished, even by
grave sin, such that
all persons, from
conception until nat-
ural death, possess
inalienable dignity
and value that points
to their origin as sons

and daughters of God.  
“The new section in the

catechism is consistent with
the statements of Pope Fran-
cis’ teaching on the death

penalty, including his 2015
address to the U.S. Congress,
as well as the statements of
his predecessors,” Bishop De-
wane continued. “Pope Bene-
dict XVI urged ‘the attention
of society’s leaders to the
need to make every effort to
eliminate the death penalty,’
and Pope St. John Paul II ob-
served that ‘Not even a mur-
derer loses his personal dig-
nity, and God himself
pledges to guarantee this.’

“For decades, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops has called for the end of
the death penalty in the
United States,” he said. “As
the revised catechism states,
more effective systems of de-

tention ... which ensure the
due protection of citizens
exist, ones that also maintain
the human dignity of all. It is
our hope that today’s an-
nouncement will bring new
attention to this critical issue,
and speed along the end of
this practice, which, as Pope
Francis has said, in the light
of the Gospel, is ‘inadmissi-
ble because it is an attack on
the inviolability and dignity
of the person.’”

Krisanne Vaillancourt
Murphy is executive director
of the Catholic Mobilizing
Network in Washington, an
advocacy group seeking to
end the death penalty.

She stressed the reality of

the death penalty in the
United States, saying 31
states “still have it on the
books.”

She also said more than
2,800 people are currently on
death row in the United
States and, as of Aug. 3, 14
executions were scheduled
for the remainder of 2018.

“These upcoming execu-
tions are a stark reminder
that the death penalty is alive
in the United States, and it vi-
olates our commitment to the
dignity of all life,” Vaillan-
court Murphy said.

Information provided by
Catholic News Service and the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Bishops have long called for end to death penalty in United States

Bishop
Dewane
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N E W S B R I E F S Quotes
Re-Quoted

“Be happy every day,
love the Lord and love
your neighbor!”

— Vashti Jackson Wood-
son of Columbia, S.C., who
will celebrate her 100th
birthday on Aug. 25, sum-
ming up the secret to living
a long life. 

•••

“If I left, that tells peo-
ple here that my life is
more valuable than theirs.
And I don’t believe that.
That’s not how Christ was,
he gave his life for every-
one. And we’re supposed
to follow Christ. So how
can we take off in the
middle of a crisis?”

— Dr. Tom Catena, a U.S.
physician and lay mission-
ary serving at Mother of
Mercy Hospital in the Nuba
Mountains of Sudan, ex-
plaining his refusal to leave
the area during violent
times in that country.

•••

“The list of religious
freedom violators is long;
their crimes and oppres-
sions span the width of
our world. The victims of
religious persecution face
economic sanctions.
They’re often arrested and
imprisoned. They’re the
target of mob violence
and state-sanctioned ter-
ror. And all too often,
those whose beliefs run
counter to their rulers face
not just persecution, but
death.”

— U.S. Vice President
Mike Pence, speaking at the
Ministerial to Advance Re-
ligious Freedom at the State
Department in Washington.

•••

“How many people do
not do evil, but also do
not do good, and their
lives flow into indiffer-
ence, apathy and tepidity!
This attitude is contrary to
the Gospel ...”

— Pope Francis, speak-
ing before the recitation of
the Angelus in St. Peter’s
Square on Aug. 12.

•••

Pope: Fight scandal

by giving witness 

to the Gospel

An Indian
farmer sits on
a dry field in
late May 
outside
Chhatarpur.
The Catholic
Church
agency Cari-
tas has
launched a
project that
aims to end
hunger
across South
Asia by 2030.
(CNS
photo/Harish
Tyagi, EPA) 

Caritas project seeks to end hunger in South Asia by 2030

Knights’ donations, volunteer hours, membership keep growing
BALTIMORE (CNS) —

In an opening address Aug.
7 at the 136th annual
Knights of Columbus
Supreme Convention, the
organizations’ CEO, Carl
Anderson, spoke of the
charitable works of the
Knights, their ongoing pro-
life commitment and
pledge to support persecut-
ed Christians in Iraq and
Syria.

Anderson pointed out

that the Aug. 7-9 conven-
tion in Baltimore was in the
birthplace of the Catholic
Church in the United
States.

“The Catholicism first
nourished here in Baltimore
contributed to the Ameri-
can experience through ...
commitments that could be
summarized in this simple,
but powerful Gospel in-
sight: The person in need
that we encounter is not a

stranger, but a brother or a
sister,” he said.

The Knights gave more
than $185 million to charity
last year, an $8 million in-
crease from the previous
year and one of the largest
yearly increases in the orga-
nization’s history, Ander-
son reported.

The Knights also donat-
ed more than 75.6 million
volunteer hours.

Underground priests

removed in China

for holding camp

GANSU, China (CNS)
— Two underground
parish priests in China’s
Gansu province have been
removed after being ac-
cused of holding a sum-
mer camp for a youth
group at their church.

Father Wang Yiqin of
Hui county and Father Li
Shidong of Leling in Shan-
dong province were serv-
ing Maijiqu Ganquan
Church in Tianshui Dio-
cese, ucanews.com report-
ed.

The Tianshui Municipal
Ethnic and Religious Af-
fairs Committee sent a let-
ter asking the local branch
of the state-controlled Chi-
nese Catholic Patriotic As-
sociation to send person-
nel to replace the priests.
The committee also asked
the association to appoint
personnel “to strengthen
the management of reli-
gious affairs in accordance
with the law ... ”

ROME (CNS) — Mem-
bers of the Catholic
Church sin and give scan-
dal, it’s true, Pope Francis
said, but it is up to each
Catholic to live the faith
as authentically as possi-
ble and witness to the
world the love of Jesus.

“The best way to re-
spond is with witness,”
the pope said Aug. 11 in
response to a young man
who said, “The useless
pomp and frequent scan-
dals have made the
Church barely credible in
our eyes.”

Pope Francis spoke
about witness, dreams
and true love during an
evening meeting with
some 70,000 young
adults, aged 16 to 30,
gathered at Rome’s Circus
Maximus at the end of a
pilgrimage. 

The best way to re-
spond to Church scandals,
the pope told them, “is
with witness. If there is no
witness, there is no Holy
Spirit. The Church with-
out witness is just smoke.”

NEW DELHI, India
(CNS) — The Catholic
Church agency Caritas has
launched a project that aims
to end hunger across South
Asia by 2030.

Caritas India introduced
the program in collaboration
with its international 
partners to help farmers
adopt methods to cope with
erratic climate conditions,
ucanews.com reported.

“Climate change is a
global challenge and affects
agricultural production and

human well-being. It hits
hardest where people direct-
ly depend on agriculture for
food and livelihoods,” said
Sunil Simon, project director
in India.

The Smallholder Adap-
tive Farming and Biodiversi-
ty Network was launched in
June during Caritas Asia’s
regional conference in
Bangkok.

“The unique program
aims to address our com-
mon goal of ending hunger
by 2030,” said Christoph

Schweifer, secretary general
of Caritas Austria, a partner
in the project.

Caritas organizations in
Bangladesh, Nepal and Pak-
istan will implement the
program with the support of
Caritas Austria and Caritas
Switzerland.

The effort aims to fight
hunger and malnutrition by
promoting local food
through small-scale farming
in selected areas of South
Asia in response to climate
change, Simon said.

A girl releases
paper lanterns on
the Motoyasu
River facing the
gutted Atomic
Bomb Dome in
Hiroshima, Japan,
Aug 6 to com-
memorate the
73rd anniversary
of the world’s first
use of an atomic
bomb in war.
(CNS photo/Fran-
cis Mascarenhas,
Reuters)
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This week’s topic: science and faith

Food for
thought

Catholic scientists and
students of science, did
you know there is an in-
ternational organization
of Catholic scientists?

Founded in 2016, the
Society of Catholic Scien-
tists is an international
lay organization created
to “foster fellowship
among Catholic scientists
and to witness to the har-
mony of faith and rea-
son,” as stated on its Web
site.

The society is a re-
sponse to St. John Paul
II’s call that “‘members
of the Church who are
active scientists’ be of
service to those who are
attempting to ‘integrate
the worlds of science and
religion in their own in-
tellectual and spiritual
lives.’”

In only two years,
membership has grown
to 750 and its members
span six continents. More
than 100 professionals
and students gathered at
the society’s most recent
conference, “The Human
Mind and Physicalism,”
held June 9 at The
Catholic University of
America.

To learn more, visit
the Web site at www.
catholicscientists.org.

By Michelle M. Francl
Catholic News Service

When friends and col-
leagues find out I work with
the Vatican Observatory,
their first reaction is often
surprise that the Catholic
Church supports a scientific
research institute, particular-
ly one that studies astrono-
my. 

They don’t know that the
Catholic Church has sup-
ported science and scientists
throughout her history, be-
ginning with the early Fa-
thers of the Church through
to the 21st-century Popes
Benedict XVI and Francis.

The Vatican Observatory
itself was founded by Pope
Leo XIII for exactly this rea-
son, so “that everyone might
see clearly that the Church
and her pastors are not op-
posed to true and solid sci-
ence, whether human or di-
vine, but that they embrace
it, encourage it and promote
it,” as read in the document
“Ut Mysticam.”

Many early Catholic
saints, including St. Augus-
tine, St. Basil and St. John
Chrysostom, encouraged
Christians to study the uni-
verse as a way to learn about
the Creator, often referring
to creation as God’s “other
book.” St. Anthony the
Great, a monk who lived in
the desert in the fourth cen-
tury, said, “My book is the
nature of created things, and

as often as I have a mind to
read the words of God, it is
at my hand.”

Many people know that
Pope Francis trained as a
chemist, but he is not the
first scientist to become a
pope. At the start of the 11th
century, when the first flick-
ers of modern science began
to be seen in Europe, the
pope was a mathematician
and astronomer.

Gerbert of Aurillac, who
would become Pope
Sylvester II, was sent by his
abbot to Barcelona in 967 to
study mathematics. Gerbert
wrote several popular math-
ematics textbooks, but it was
his calculating device, based

on Arabic numerals, that
would introduce the decimal
system to Europe and set the
stage for modern mathemat-
ics.

Popes have supported sci-
entists and mathematicians
for hundreds of years, as
have religious orders. 

Faithful Catholic lay men
and women have also made
many major contributions to
science, and many see their
work as rooted in their faith. 

Henri Bequerel, who won
the 1903 Nobel Prize in
physics for his discovery of
radioactivity, was remem-
bered at his funeral as a man
who found God “on the very
highway of science” as well

as in the simple prayers of
his childhood.

Andre-Marie Ampere,
who made fundamental dis-
coveries about electricity
and magnetism, would star-
tle his roommate by crying,
“How great is God, and how
little is our knowledge!”

Science and religion are
not seen by the Church as
opposing forces, but distinct
and valuable approaches to
understanding the universe
and our place in it. Each has
something to offer the other.

St. John Paul II observed
in a 1988 letter to Jesuit Fa-
ther George Coyne, then the
director of the Vatican Ob-
servatory, “Science can puri-
fy religion from error and su-
perstition; religion can puri-
fy science from idolatry and
false absolutes.”

The Church also recog-
nizes the common thread
that unites faith and science,
the search for truth. Ad-
dressing the world’s scien-
tists on this shared vocation
at the closing of the Second
Vatican Council, Pope Paul
VI noted, “Your road is ours.
Your paths are never foreign
to ours.”

The universe is a wonder-
ful mystery we are called by
our Creator to explore with
delight — whether we are
scientists or not.

Francl is chair and professor
of chemistry at Bryn Mawr
College and adjunct scholar of
the Vatican Observatory.

Not opposing forces, but united in search for truth

Survey explores Catholics’ opinions about faith, science
By Kurt Jensen
Catholic News Service

Are Catholics more ac-
cepting of science than ad-
herents of other religious
groups?

Yes, an in-depth 2017 sur-
vey (1,927 respondents, in-
cluding 1,010 Catholics) in-
dicated.

However — and it’s a big
“however” — it’s not an
overwhelming difference.
Catholics can be just as in-
consistent as other adherents
when it comes to seeing con-
flicts between faith and sci-
ence.

The questions among
Catholics are usually about
the same as those attributed
to others: whether Adam

and Eve were real historical
figures, whether the Big
Bang theory accurately de-
scribes the creation of the
universe and whether the
theory of evolution is to be
believed.

The Catechism of the
Catholic Church states that
“there can never be any real
discrepancy between faith
and reason. Since the same
God who reveals mysteries
and infuses faith has be-

stowed the light of reason on
the human mind, God can-
not deny himself, nor can
truth ever contradict truth.”

But that, of course, as-
sumes a strong faith.

“We find that a lot of peo-
ple who leave the faith do so
because they think it’s in-
compatible with science,”
said Mark Gray, co-author of
the survey report from the
Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate at George-
town University. “There’s a
belief that they can’t coexist.
They don’t have a good un-
derstanding of science or
their Catholic faith. There
are gaps.”

The survey asked respon-
dents specifically about their
faith practices: how often

they attended Mass, prayed
or went to confession, the
firmness of their belief in
God and their beliefs in bib-
lical inerrancy.

“Displaying great vari-
ability,” the survey conclud-
ed, “those mostly likely to
agree that (faith and science)
are compatible are those
who most often practice
their faith: those who attend
Mass weekly or more,” who
go to confession “at least
yearly” and who participat-
ed in a variety of Lenten
practices.

And that, to Gray, is not
surprising. “People who
think about the afterlife and
that heaven and hell make
sense ... reconcile the faith
with what they know about

the world at large,” he said.
In general, the survey

found “that Catholics com-
pared to other religious peo-
ple are more receptive to sci-
ence,” Gray said.

It’s not a matter of piety,
but rather, he thinks, that
regular worshipers stay in-
volved in the world and be-
come more open-minded to
a range of ideas.

Pope Francis studied
chemistry and worked as a
chemist for a time, but Gray
said the survey didn’t seem
to find any “Francis effect”
in scientific beliefs among
Catholics.

Jensen is a freelance writer.
Read CARA’s report at: https://
cara.georgetown.edu/Fall2017
FaithScience.pdf.

U.S. Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, director of the Vat-
ican Observatory, is pictured at the observatory in Rome.
(CNS photo/Annette Schreyer) 
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We are the people of God
uniting in the heart 

of Jesus Christ. 
We join the whole Church in
proclaiming the Gospel in

Word, Sacrament and Charity 
for the salvation of all people. 
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Songwriter goes ‘All In’ on faith, family

song, “The Beautiful Things
We Miss.” Its message
haunted him. He said, “It
was written from the per-
spective of me looking into
the future and saying: How
could my life look if I don’t
go all in as a husband and a
father, if I’m more focused
on building my career? This
song became a prayer for
me, saying, ‘I don’t want to
miss the moments in front of
me.’ ... I had a feeling there’s
a lot of other dads out there
feeling that same way, won-
dering if we’re going to get
to the end of it all and go, ‘I
missed it! I was focused on
the wrong thing and I

“Pretty soon, the beauti-
ful things we love will be-
come the beautiful things we
miss.” That’s a lyric from
singer-songwriter Matthew
West’s latest album, “All
In,” but it’s also an epiphany
the 40-year-old husband and
father experienced while
taking stock of his life, an
epiphany that’s impacting
how he approaches the fu-
ture on a personal and spiri-
tual level.

During a “Christopher
Closeup” interview, West
credited the reflective nature
of this album to “what this
season of life looks like ...
My wife and I celebrated 14
years of marriage. We have
two daughters that are 11
and 8 years old. Life’s going
by pretty quickly, and I
think I’ve had this internal
aching that says, ‘This is
going by too fast. How can I
make the most of every mo-
ment that God gives me?’”

That’s the mindset West
brought to the above-quoted

missed the beautiful things
that were in my life.’”

The concept of going “All
In” regarding both family
and faith is dealt with most
directly in the title track,
which conveys a radical sur-
render to God’s will. West
notes that he has been a
committed Christian for a
long time — so long, in fact,
that he was taking God a lit-
tle for granted.

He explained that he
wants to get back to “re-
membering that moment
when I first realized, ‘I want
to follow Jesus. I want to live
my life for a bigger purpose
and have a greater impact in
the world.’ ... I’ve checked a
lot of the boxes that make
me look the part of a good
Christian, but I think some-
times we fall in love with
looking the part and maybe
forget about living the part.
... (God) has gone ‘all in’ for
me, and I don’t want to hold
anything back from him
anymore.”

Are we listening?
I was bustling around the house when the phone rang.  
Morning multitasking consumed me: making the bed,

grinding coffee beans, getting dressed for a doctor’s ap-
pointment. And, importantly, keeping the radio turned
up loud enough that National Public Radio could be
heard throughout the house. 

Ever the news junkie, I felt a pang of impatience at the
early morning phone call. I needed to hear what NPR’s
“Morning Edition” had to say!

A relative was calling, someone with whom I frequent-
ly chat. This morning, I wasn’t rude or particularly
brusque. But I glanced at my watch — repeatedly. I made
sure to mention I was on my way to the doctor, indicating
more immediacy than necessary. We said goodbye.

Slowly, I felt the pang of impatience turning to a pang
of guilt. Why did I need to hear one more news story?
What was I thinking? What was more important than that
phone call? Did I forget, as writer Vinita Hampton Wright
says, that we should “love as if loving is the first thing on
our to-do list”?

We often hear that we don’t listen to each other today.
But in my own life I think the problem is that often I half-
listen. Sometimes, like this particular morning, I am half-
heartedly present. I forget that love should be the first
thing.

One of my favorite prayer books is “Hearts on Fire:
Praying with Jesuits.” In it, the prayer “Teach Me to Lis-
ten” by Jesuit Father John Veltri begins by praying that I
listen to those “nearest me.” Sometimes those are the ones
we most easily tune out. Maybe it’s the 3-year-old asking
“why” for the 30th time in an hour, the teenager with the
gossipy after-school story or your spouse chatting about
something while you absent-mindedly check your phone.
We’re not entirely present.

Often we blame social media and those ubiquitous
smartphones for our lack of attention, and they most cer-
tainly play a part. But we’re in control here. We can put
those phones down. We can prioritize loving in the pre-
sent moment.

It’s no coincidence that the people who are the best lis-
teners are the most prayerful people we know. It’s a good
bet that those who listen to the Spirit first thing each day
are also listening in each moment.

This guest editorial was excerpted from an article written by
Effie Caldarola, a regular columnist for Catholic News Service.

We possess 
Jesus Christ 

in the Eucharist;
he is continually

with us, 
he is ready 
to grant us 

whatever we ask;
he is waiting 

for us; 
we have only 

to ask.

— St. John Vianney

Light

One

Candle

BY TONY ROSSI
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visi-
tor:

• 50 years ago, Aug. 18,
1968: The Lafayette Knights
of Columbus and Catholic
Daughters of America
teamed up recently to spon-
sor an information booth at
the Tippecanoe County Fair. 

• 25 years ago, Aug. 15,
1993: Hans Joseph Heintzel-
man, a parishioner of St.
Mary Parish in Muncie and
a Wabash College senior, has
been commissioned to carve
400 wooden crosses for
World Youth Day partici-
pants from the Lafayette
diocese. Pope John Paul II
will bless them in Denver.

• 10 years ago, Aug. 17,
2008: Cub Scout Pack 125,
chartered by Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish in
Carmel, recently received
the National Catholic Quali-
ty Unit Award — the Pope
Paul VI Award. 

• Five years ago, Aug. 18,
2013: The Dr. Mary Ludwig
Montgomery County Free
Clinic is scheduled to open
its doors in Crawfordsville
this month. The clinic was
named for Ludwig, a mem-
ber of St. Bernard Parish, as
a tribute to her lifelong ded-
ication to providing free
health care to people in the
community and surround-
ing areas.

Saints 
of the week

Rose of Lima
(1586-1617)

Feast: Aug. 23

Born in Lima, Peru,
the infant Isabel de Flores
got her more familiar
name from an Indian
maid who said she was
“like a rose.” 

As a child, Rose was
given to fasting and mor-
tification. After her par-
ents refused to let her
enter the convent and
she refused to marry, she
lived at home in seclu-
sion. At 20, she joined the
Third Order of St. Do-
minic, using a backyard
hut for prayer and caring
for poor children and el-
derly sick in a one-room
infirmary in her parents’
home. 

She died at 31, and
was declared the first
saint from the Americas
in 1671.

(Catholic News Service)

Mysteries for moms: perseverance in faith, parenting

T he fifth sorrowful
mystery of the rosary
is the crucifixion of

Jesus, a true mystery of faith
as the Creator of the uni-
verse sacrificed himself for
our salvation. The fruit of
this mystery is given as per-
severance.  

The fourth mystery (car-
rying of the cross) yielded
the fruit of patience, and per-
severance goes hand-in-
hand with this virtue. While
patience gives us the ability
to endure our struggles, per-
severance gives us the
strength to choose each day
to take up our own crosses
and follow Jesus through to
an end we cannot yet see. It
gives us the character we
need to live exemplary
Christian lives in a world of-
tentimes lost to darkness. It
gives us hope for the future
and for the glory of the King-
dom of Heaven and bolsters

our desire to always seek
and share the truth.

“Man tends by nature to-
ward the truth. He is obliged
to honor and bear witness to
it: ‘It is in accordance with
their dignity that all men, be-
cause they are persons ... are
both impelled by their na-
ture and bound by a moral
obligation to seek the truth,
especially religious truth.
They are also bound to ad-
here to the truth once they
come to know it and direct
their whole lives in accor-
dance with the demands of

the truth’” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church #2467).
Being bound to live the truth
in every aspect of our lives
certainly requires a great
deal of perseverance.

For parents, this is an es-
pecially important virtue.
Awaking each day to a new
set of challenges gives us an
opportunity to devote our-
selves more fully to the task
of raising good and faithful
children. Aside from the in-
herent challenges of child-
rearing (back-talk, anyone?),
there are the added pres-
sures of a society that has
abandoned faith and morals
in favor of a shallow culture
and popular opinion. It can
be all too easy to disregard
the truth and “give in” to the
easier paths in life.  

As parents, how much
simpler would it be to allow
our children to be exposed to
inappropriate material from

the media or dress immod-
estly according to the “stan-
dards” of contemporary
fashion? How easy is it to
give in to their demands for
more material possessions or
the latest in expensive tech-
nological gadgets? How
much less chaotic would our
schedules be if we didn’t
“have to” attend Mass every
week, spend evenings to-
gether at mealtimes and in
prayer, or spend countless
hours in service to the parish
and community? And in
avoiding all of these, how
much less persecution
would we face from a society
that despises Christianity
more and more every day?  

And yet, Scripture tells us
what a disservice we would
be doing ourselves and our
children in following this
philosophy: “The gate is
wide and the road broad that
leads to destruction, and

those who enter through it
are many. How narrow the
gate and constricted the road
that leads to life. And those
who find it are few”
(Matthew 7:13-14).

There is no doubt: We need
the virtue of perseverance, as
Christians and as parents. In
reflecting on the last tortur-
ous moments of Jesus’ life, a
singular and unbreakable
will is revealed to us. It is a
model for meeting the chal-
lenges of this world and our
vocations. It gives us the
strength and resolve to perse-
vere in faith and truth until
the end of days. And if we
can do that, we will someday
hear Jesus say, “Well done,
my good and faithful ser-
vant” (Matthew 25:21).

Molly Beck is a part-time
emergency nurse, a full-time
wife and mother to nine, and a
parishioner at St. Maria Goretti
in Westfield.
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You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Mary Church, Muncie.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 5 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Thirty-eight young men and women from St. Joan of Arc and St. Patrick parishes in Kokomo recently received
the sacrament of confirmation from Bishop Timothy L. Doherty at St. Patrick Church. (Photo provided)
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