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Speaker: Chastity not a one-time talk, but a lifetime conversation
By Rita DeKlyen
For The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — “Parents
must start uttering the
words about human sexuali-
ty to our children because if
we don’t, the world will,”
said Chastity Project founder
and inspirational speaker
Jason Evert at a “Parenting
for Purity” talk on Aug. 26 at
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish.   

“This is a lifetime conver-

sation with your
child, not a long-
winded theological
discussion, but a real
life talk about real
life issues,” he
explained.

Evert immediately
put the crowd of
more than 100 at
ease with his easy
manner on a difficult
subject — keeping children
pure.  

He praised atten-
dees for the number
of husbands and
wives he saw in the
crowd, pointing out
that it is not just a
father’s or a moth-
er’s job to talk to
their children about
chastity, but a topic
that should be dis-
cussed by both par-

ents often.
“It must be drip, drip,

drip,” said Evert, explaining
that the topic of being chaste
before marriage is not one
big talk that happens one
time in a child’s life, but
rather a continuous topic at
different levels as children
grow and mature.   

He went on to explain that
the topic of chastity — the
fidelity of all — includes
love, marriage, sexual inter-
course and babies, and in
today’s culture many are tin-

kering with God’s order,
which leads to many prob-
lems in society.  

In the study of history,
there have always been tests
of the Catholic faith. In
today’s world, chastity is
being tested like never
before.  

“Parents must set high
standards of abstinence,”
said Evert, stating that one 

(Continued on Page 3)

Event highlights importance of adult formation
By Sarah L. Murphy
The Catholic Moment

TIPTON — Engaging
adults by addressing needs
and interests is a real chal-
lenge in a diocese spread
across the state, with rural
parishes throughout and a
few large churches within.

There has to be a way to
reach each Catholic adult
and get more of them into
pews and raising children in
the faith. That topic, and
going beyond doughnuts
after Mass, was discussed
during a recent two-day con-
ference held at the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Conference
Center.

More than 100 attendees

came to learn, discuss, think,
pray and grow at the event
hosted by the diocesan
Office of Catechesis.

“Transformed: An Adult
Faith Formation Sympo-
sium” provided many
opportunities to explore
how to help parishes to
grow, thrive and bring more
souls to Jesus Christ.

Nearly 30 parishes were
represented by priests, dea-
cons, educators or parish-
ioners. Almost all of the
Chancery offices were repre-
sented as well.

“Good liturgy is good cat-
echesis,” Joe Paprocki
explained during his presen-
tation on the centrality of 

(Continued on Page 8)
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1) Isaiah 35:4-7a
2) James 2:1-5
3) Gospel: Mark 7:31-37

Monday, Sept. 10
1) 1 Corinthians 5:1-8
2) Gospel: Luke 6:6-11

Tuesday, Sept. 11
1) 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
2) Gospel: Luke 6:12-19

Wednesday, Sept. 12
1) 1 Corinthians 7:25-31
2) Gospel: Luke 6:20-26

Thursday, Sept. 13
1) 1 Corinthians 8:1b-7,
11-13
2) Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

Friday, Sept. 14
1) Numbers 21:4b-9
2) Philippians 2:6-11
3) Gospel: John 3:13-17

Saturday, Sept. 15
1) 1 Corinthians 10:14-22
2) Gospel: John 19:25-27
or Luke 2:33-35

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week
are linked to the dioce-
san Web site at www.dol-
in.org.

September 9
23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is financial
contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations can
make a world of difference:
• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA pro-
vides disaster assistance
nationwide. Visit www.
catholiccharitiesusa.org 
to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds to
emergencies around the
world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Four students of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School in
Carmel were awarded $200 scholarships for the 2018-
2019 school year from Catholic Financial Life. Catholic
Financial Life sets aside a percentage of its earnings
each year for Catholic grade school, Catholic high

school and college scholarships for students who have
a life insurance policy with CFL. Above left are Kathryn
Tiplick and John Tiplick; above right are Christopher
Legg and Jude Legg. 
(Photos provided)

All are invited to join the
Sisters of Providence for
song, quiet contemplation
and inspired readings dur-
ing an ecumenical Taizé
prayer gathering from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 11, in the Church of
the Immaculate Concep-
tion at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, located 10 minutes
northwest of downtown
Terre Haute. Persons of all
faith traditions are invited
to the gatherings, which
take place on the second
Tuesday of each month.
The 2018 theme for the
gatherings is “That All
May be One.” The hour-
long service includes music
and time for spoken and
silent prayers. The prayer
space is lit primarily by
candlelight. For more infor-
mation, call 812-535-2952

or visit Taize.ProvCenter.
org.

Saint Meinrad Seminary
and School of Theology in
St. Meinrad will present
the 28th annual John S.
and Virginia Marten Lec-
ture and Workshop in
Homiletics on Tuesday
and Wednesday, Oct. 2-3,
on the Saint Meinrad cam-
pus. The lecturer for this
year’s program is Alyce M.
McKenzie, director of the
Center for Preaching Excel-

lence at Southern
Methodist University’s
Perkins School of Theology.
Her Tuesday evening lec-
ture, “Wise Up! The
Preacher as Seeker and
Teacher of Wisdom,” will
begin at 7 p.m. CDT in St.
Bede Theater. On Wednes-
day, from 9 a.m. CDT until
3:30 p.m. CDT, a corre-
sponding workshop will be
held on “Sage Sermons:
Crafting Practical, Provoca-
tive Messages for Contem-
porary Congregations.”
McKenzie is the Le Van
Professor of Preaching and
Worship at Perkins. She
earned her doctoral degree
at Princeton Theological
Seminary, a Master of
Divinity at Duke Universi-
ty and a bachelor’s degree
at Bryn Mawr College. She
is the author of several

books about preaching for
pastors, including “What
Not to Say: Practical
Advice for Provocative
Preaching,” which she co-
authored with John Hol-
bert; “Preaching Proverbs:
Wisdom for the Pulpit”;
“Preaching Biblical Wis-
dom in a Self-Help Soci-
ety”; “Hear and Be Wise:
Becoming a Teacher and
Preacher of Wisdom” and
“Novel Preaching: Fiction
Writing Strategies for Ser-
mons.” While there is no
cost for the lecture or
workshop, reservations are
requested. To reserve a
seat, contact Father Guerric
DeBona, OSB, at
gdebona@saintmeinrad.
edu or 812-357-6549. Those
desiring overnight housing
can call Guest Services at
812-357-6467.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S
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Early Church determined 27 books of New Testament

M y paternal grand-
mother was a very
devout Protestant

lady who lived a profound
faith in the Bible. I am sure
that Grandma read this holy
book daily. She never enter-
tained any thought of doubt-
ing, much less rejecting,
these sacred texts.

However, I am certain
that Grandma never gave
much thought to the origin
of the Bible, either the
Hebrew Bible (Old Testa-
ment) or the Christian New
Testament. The Bible was
simply there, and was to be
accepted and lived.

Grandma would never
have been surprised that the
biblical texts came to the
Church from God. However,
she would have been aston-
ished to know that the very
first Christians did not have
the New Testament which
was being written, devel-

oped and copied many times
over in order to spread the
Word of God among the var-
ious Churches and missions
of the first three centuries.

She would have probably
been scandalized to know
that the early Christians had
doubts leading to disagree-
ments about which books,
such as Hebrews, James,
Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John
and Revelation, should be
included in the New Testa-
ment. It’s also surprising
that some Christians felt that
other books, good in them-

selves, such as the Shepherd
of Hermas and the Letter of
Pope Clement I, should be
included in Holy Writ.

How were these contro-
versies settled? It was the
authority of the Catholic
Church in the first four cen-
turies of Christian history
which determined the 27
books of the New Testament.
These 27 books are all con-
sidered scriptural or divine-
ly inspired, not only by
Catholics but also by Ortho-
dox, Protestants, Mormons
and others. These determi-
nations as to what specific
books should be included in
the New Testament Canon
(listing) of inspired books
were made by the Catholic
Church, virtually the only
Christian Church existing as
a widely spread organiza-
tion in the first 400 years of
our history. The Church
made these decisions in a

decree of Pope St. Damasus I
(382), and north African
Church Councils of bishops
at Hippo (393) and Carthage
(397).

Every page of the New
Testament is marked by the
prayers, worship, sweat and
tears of these early Catholic
Christians. We are reminded
that Jesus had told his Apos-
tles, the first bishops of the
Catholic Church, that he was
giving them authority to
make faith decisions. He
said that whoever would
hear the Church would hear
him, and that whatever the
Church would bind or loose
on earth would be bound
and loosed in heaven (Mt.
16, 19).

Jesus did not determine in
his public ministry what
books would be in the New
Testament or that there
would be a New Testament.
He chose to speak through

his Catholic Church, which
is infallible in faith and
morals through the guidance
of the Holy Spirit whom
Jesus sent to guide the
Church (Jn 14, 15-17; 15, 26;
16, 12).

Grandma would have
been shocked to know that
the New Testament is a set of
Catholic books. She would
have been amazed to know
that the Bible came from the
Church, and not the Church
from the Bible.

To my shame, I never dis-
cussed these truths with her.
I did not want to disturb her
deep faith. But since then, I
have tried to share these
facts with as many as possi-
ble. I pray that God will take
this into consideration when
he judges me.

Msgr. John Duncan has been
a priest of the Lafayette diocese
for more than 58 years.

A Moment

with 

Monsignor

BY MSGR. JOHN DUNCAN

Speaker: Chastity not a one-time talk, but a lifetime conversation
(Continued from Page 1)

doesn’t tell a child not to
drink and drive, but then tell
him or her, “‘Well, if you do
drink and drive, drive on the
slow side of the road.’ No!
You tell them in no uncertain
words not to do it and the
same goes for sex before
marriage.”

The talk quickly turned to
the role that television,
movies and social media
play in the lives of young
people, with Evert pointing
out that these modern day
conveniences must be strict-
ly controlled in homes.  

“Your children want you
to direct them in what is
right and wrong. They do
not want you to be their
friend, they want you to be
their parent,” Evert
exclaimed. 

He continued by saying
parents also must explain
the culture of dating to their
children.

“You date to find a
spouse, one to give your
total gift of self,” he said,
“and if you have already
given this gift to many oth-
ers, you have robbed your-
self and your future spouse
of a gift that should be trea-
sured and protected. “  

Evert pointed out that
children would thank par-
ents for this guidance — pos-
sibly not as they are receiv-

ing it, but years later when
they understand the impor-
tance of giving themselves to
their spouse.

Evert’s talk included
many tips for parents to
guide their children towards
a pure life, including giving
cell phones a “bedtime.”  

“There is no reason for
your child to have a cell
phone in bed. It gives them
the opportunity to continu-
ously scroll through Insta-
gram, Snap Chat and Face-
book where everyone’s lives
look like they have it all

together, which as adults we
know is not true.”

Evert concluded his talk
with “10 Tips to Parent for
Purity”:

• Pray, fast and offer up
your suffering.

• Set the standard high
and clear (abstinence until
marriage).

• Be a parent first, not a
buddy.

• Delay the onset of dat-
ing (16 or older).

• Form parenting net-
works.

• Provide Internet and

media safety.
• Ask the right questions

... then listen.
• Don’t just give them

“the talk” — give thousands.
• Get over your insecuri-

ties to speak about chastity.
• Practice chastity in mar-

riage.
“We have learned so

much this evening,” said St.
Elizabeth Seton parishioners
John and Amy Warneke.
“Being parents of a 13-year-
old boy and 12-year-old girl
makes us realize we must
talk to them about this

important subject now
rather than later.”

Dina Ferchmin, another
mother in attendance, was
quick to walk up to speak to
Evert after the talk to find  a
way to schedule him to
speak at Carmel High
School. 

Evert said that he does in
fact speak at many public
high schools throughout the
country on this topic in a sec-
ular talk. 

Evert has spoken to more
than 1 million people on six
continents through the
Chastity Project and it was
obvious as parents were
leaving his talk at St. Eliza-
beth Seton that they under-
stood their children are look-
ing for straight answers
about difficult subjects and
now is the time for them to
step up and have those con-
versations.

For more information,
visit chastityproject.com or
call 866-888-5543.

Jason Evert speaks on “Parenting for Purity” in a recent presentation at St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish in Carmel. (Photo by Emily McGaffery)

“Your children want you

to direct them in what is

right and wrong. They do

not want you to be their

friend, they want you to

be their parent.”
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Seven to be ordained permanent deacons Sept. 15
By Deacon John Etter
Contributing Writer
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cicero
Ordained Sept. 14, 2013

LAFAYETTE — On Sept.
15, Bishop Timothy L.
Doherty will ordain seven
men to the order of perma-
nent deacon.  

The seven candidates are:
Chris Bock, from St. Maria
Goretti Parish, Westfield; Ed
Boes, from St. Lawrence
Parish, Lafayette; Tim Perry,
from St. Maria Goretti
Parish; Joe Poremski, from
the Cathedral of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Conception,
Lafayette; Steve Seitz, from
St. Louis de Montfort Parish,
Fishers; Chuck Springer,
from St. Patrick Parish,
Kokomo; and Stan Zak, from
St. Boniface Parish,
Lafayette.  

I n their years of prepara-
tion, the seven men were
formed in five dimen-

sions: human, spiritual,
intellectual, pastoral and
diaconal. To date, this is the
largest formation cohort
preparing for the permanent
diaconate in the Lafayette
diocese. 

Each man received his
own personal call from God
to the diaconate. Each story
is individual and unique.

• • •

Chris Bock’s call evolved
over several years, as it does
for most men and their
wives.  

Being a convert to the
Catholic faith, Bock’s call
began prior to his conver-
sion. 

He was attending the
church where he had been
baptized, Bethany Christian
Church in Anderson. Later
in the same year, his family
moved to Alexandria, where
they attended the First
Methodist Church.  

Through his school year
experiences in Scouting, and
interaction with teachers
and friends in high school,
Bock came to know several
Catholic families who lived
their faith daily. He observed
faith in action during the
week and not just on Sun-
days.  

While in college at Ball
State University, he was
intrigued by dorm friends
who were self-motivated to
regularly attend Mass at St.
Francis of Assisi Parish on
campus.  

Shortly after graduation
from Ball State, he met his
wife, Margie Jakeupco, who
was finishing her last year in
the elementary education
program. He was moved by
the way her family lived
their Catholic faith.   

After their engagement,
during marriage preparation
at St. Elizabeth Seton Parish
in Carmel, he came to know,
love and respect Father Leo
Piguet.

Roughly two months after
their wedding, Bock told
Margie that he was interest-
ed in becoming Catholic and
wanted to enter RCIA.

Once he had joined the
Church, Bock was very
active in many aspects of
parish ministries, but some-
thing still seemed to be miss-
ing. He felt he was being
called to fuller service. At
this time, he became interest-
ed in the permanent dia-
conate.  

When asked how he
decided to take the steps to
pursue the vocation of per-
manent deacon, he said,
“Over several weeks of ado-
ration before the Blessed
Sacrament, I picked up and
read a pamphlet about the
vocation of permanent dea-
con. Shortly after this, Dea-
con Steve Miller approached
me after a daily Mass, intro-
duced himself and handed
me a permanent deacon
pamphlet. He asked me to
look it over and to give him
a call. At this point, I raised
the idea of the diaconate to
Margie. 

“We discussed this as a
couple and met with Deacon
Miller. What followed were
more formal meetings with

Permanent Diaconate Voca-
tions Director Deacon Bill
Reid, and beginning the
application process.”  

After his application was
accepted, the five-year for-
mation began.  

When asked about his
greatest challenge over the
past five years, he said, “Let
go and let God! Over the
past five years, I have come
to realize that God is in
charge and not me. I’ve
come to find an incredible
peace after coming to grips
knowing that God has the
plan and he is always going
to do what is right for us.”

• • •

Ed Boes was raised in a
very faithful Catholic family.
His parents lived their faith
in daily life. He remembers
that “we always prayed
before each meal and said
bedtime prayers each night.
My favorite memory is see-
ing my father kneel at his
bedside and saying his
prayers before going to
sleep.”  

Like most Catholic boys
growing up in the Church,
Boes was an altar server.

Boes’ wife, Susan, is a con-
vert to the Catholic Church
and he commented that,
“She has made me a better
Catholic.”

The thought of becoming
a deacon was in the back of
his mind for several years
before he took the first step
to investigate the diaconate.  

Two of his friends saw
diaconal qualities in him just
by the way he lived his life.   

After 10 years of mulling
the thought over, he said,

“The calling to the diaconate
‘became somewhat of a fire’
on the inside.”  

He talked to two priests
and two deacons who
encouraged him to pursue
the calling. 

He spoke with Deacon
Bill Reid, who guided him
on the prerequisites, Eccle-
sial Lay Ministry classes and
increased prayer time, before
beginning the application
process.

His greatest challenge
during formation, Boes said,
was discerning whether God
was actually calling him or if
it was part ego wanting to be
ordained.  

He continued formation
with the thought that even if
the Church or his wife
would “discern him out”
prior to ordination, that he
would not regret the time
and effort spent in forma-
tion.   

“I am so fortunate to have
experienced this blessing!” 

• • •

Tim Perry’s story began as
a cradle Catholic who grew
up in Fort Wayne and
attended Catholic schools
through high school.  

He met his wife, Deb,
while both were attending
college at the Indiana – Pur-
due Fort Wayne campus. A
year after their meeting, they
were married in St. Patrick
Church, Kokomo, where
Perry had been baptized.  

Deb was raised Lutheran,
but three years after her
wedding she converted to
Catholicism “partly due to
the strong Catholic devotion
I saw in Tim’s family.”

Perry’s journey to the dia-
conate took some time and
many faith-building experi-
ences.  

He remarked that his faith
life really took off when their
children were in elementary
school. He accepted an invi-
tation to attend a Christ
Renews His Parish weekend
at St. Maria Goretti Church
in Westfield. 

The weekend was incredi-
bly powerful for him. He
remained with Christ
Renews and was a leader for
15 years.  

After that, he attended a
Cursillo weekend, which he
said “only added fuel to my
spiritual fire.”

During a pilgrimage to
Italy led by Father Kevin
Haines, he met Steve Miller
and his wife, Melissa.  

At that time, Miller was in
the first formation cohort
(class) for the permanent
diaconate for the Lafayette
diocese, and Melissa attend-
ed formation weekends and
classes with him. (Deacon
Steve Miller was one of five
men ordained as permanent
deacons in September 2005.)

Perry recalled that, “It
was during this pilgrimage
to Italy that I first thought
about the permanent dia-
conate and how it might
apply to me and I wondered
if I may have qualities help-
ful for the diaconate.”

Perry believes that the
past five years have provid-
ed him with an incredible
education in the faith and
have given him life-chang-
ing, spiritually enriching
habits and exercises. It has
also given him an ever-deep-
ening appreciation for the
sacraments.  

“Who would have
thought that it was the Lord
who opened these doors,
and where they were lead-
ing?” he said “Sometimes
we don’t know why differ-
ent things happen in our
lives; he may be preparing
us for something greater.”

• • •

Joe Poremski is also a cra-
dle Catholic, who attended
Catholic grade school and
high school in Illinois.  

He was introduced to the
permanent diaconate in the
late 1970s at his hometown
church, were he would
observe a deacon serving
occasionally at Mass. 

(Continued on Page 5)

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty stands with the seven candidates after the Rite of Acolyte in
2017.
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‘I am so fortunate to have experienced this blessing!’
(Continued from Page 4)

This piqued his interest,
but he waited several
decades before exploring the
vocation any further.

He commented, “As I
observed deacons active in
the Lafayette area, I again
became curious and began to
explore the vocation. There
was a booklet available in
the back of church that
explained the diaconate
quite well. After reading
through the booklet, I met
and discussed discerning the
vocation with another dea-
con, a couple priests and my
wife, Sherrie. Together we
decided that I should move
forward and discern if this
was a calling from God.”

When asked about his
greatest challenge during
formation, he said, “It was
surrendering myself to God,
to trusting his plan for me
even when I could not see or
imagine the outcome myself.
There were several occasions
when I found myself looking
to the Blessed Mother for
guidance. She is my model
of trust: When the angel
Gabriel came to her about
being the mother of Jesus,
Mary said ‘yes’ to a future
she did not know.”

Poremski’s advice for any
man considering the perma-
nent diaconate is “Don’t let
the feeling that you are too
busy or unworthy get you.
Each of us is called to a life of
service by the nature of our
baptism. One needs to
explore the possibility.”

• • •

Steve Seitz grew up in the
small parish of St. Clement
in Boonville, Ind. He mar-
ried his wife, LaDonna, there
and his two sons were bap-
tized in the same church. 

He remarked, “It is the
place where the Spirit first
led me to become a catechist
and to teach.” 

Seitz felt truly happy and
joyful in his soul when he
was serving at his parish in
some way. “The Lord really
got my attention that way.”

The most important part of
formation for him, Seitz said,
was developing a strong spir-
itual life. Believing he already
had that going, it was hum-
bling for him to learn how
truly shallow his spiritual life
was, he said.  

His greatest challenge,
Seitz added, was learning to
cooperate with God as he

continues the work he has
begun in the candidate for
ordination.

• • •

Chuck Springer grew up
two blocks from St. Patrick
Church in Kokomo, and
attended first through eighth
grade at St. Patrick School.  

One of his fondest memo-
ries was when he became eli-
gible to serve at Mass. He
recalled sitting next to Sister
Carmella’s desk as she
drilled him day after day on
the Latin Mass responses for
servers.   

Later in life, Springer’s
wife, Sheila, accompanied
him on several religious pil-
grimages, where their spiri-
tual lives and practice of
praying together began to
blossom.

After participating in
Christ Renews His Parish in
October 2005, three mem-
bers of the clergy were
instrumental in encouraging
Springer to discern applying
for the diaconate.  

His supporters include
Deacon Ron Morrow, who
was ordained a deacon in
September 2005; Father Pete
Logsdon, who was discern-
ing the priesthood at the
time; and Father Thom
Obiatuegwu, his Christ
Renews spiritual director,
who is presently in Nigeria.  

He became serious in his
discernment in 2012 and
attended one of the informa-
tion call outs for the perma-
nent diaconate. After much
additional prayer and
“through some gentle prod-
ding from the Holy Spirit,”
he said, he applied and was
accepted.

Springer said his greatest
challenge during formation
was aligning his will with

God’s.  
“My background is in

engineering, so I’m very
detail oriented and driven to
solve problems; deacons are
not ‘problem solvers.’ Their
goal is to help others
encounter Christ in the
midst of their lives and to
guide them toward solving
their problems through spir-
itual enlightenment and
practices.”

When asked what he was
looking forward to doing as a
permanent deacon, he
responded, “Helping others
to encounter Christ crucified
and risen through the min-
istries that are assigned to
me. My spiritual director
once told me that if there is
but a single soul in this world
that I am to help bring to
Jesus, that will be sufficient
justification for the effort.”

• • •

The candidate with the
most unique background is
Stan Zak, who was born and
grew up in Poland.  

His parents and grand-
parents were very pious and

took good care of his early
formation in spite of the
anti-religious atmosphere in
Poland at that time. Reli-
gious classes were allowed
in public schools until 1961-
62, then classes were
removed. Zak had to receive
catechetical training in the
churches after his school day
ended. 

During his college years
in Poland, he went to St.
James Church, which offered
academic Catholic activity.
This is the same church
where St. Faustina Kowals-
ka’s convent was located.

After receiving his Ph.D.
from Warsaw University of
Technology, Zak taught there
for a few years and then was
invited to the United States
by the University of Min-
nesota. There, he did
research  and served as a vis-
iting assistant professor. He
also met his wife, Mary Ann,
while working there. In 1983,
another move was in store
for them and he came to Pur-
due University.

Zak’s interest in the dia-
conate began after reading
“The Diary of St. Faustina,”

which he said is “the great-
est love story I have ever
read.”  

Since reading the diary, he
has become a regular at daily
Mass.

Zak’s former spiritual
director, the late Father
William Vath, once asked
him if he attended daily
Mass and he replied, “with a
lot of pride, yes.” 

Father Vath then said that
he also needed to have a
daily holy hour. The priest’s
response was a surprise. “I
could not believe my ears! I
thought that I was a super
hero, almost a saint by
attending daily Mass. Is this
not enough? It was definite-
ly not enough,” Zak said.

As he began his discern-
ment for the permanent dia-
conate, three deacons and
his pastor, Father Tim Alkire,
were ready to help him.

Zak said the greatest chal-
lenge during formation for
him was “the annual evalua-
tions for ourselves, our
spouses and our peers in for-
mation. Yet, it was very use-
ful because it required me to
look at others and myself as
objectively as possible.”

Post-ordination, he looks
forward to “preparing
myself from the transition
from being a receiver of the
gifts and graces while in for-
mation to being a giver of
gifts.”

• • •

For any man who feels the
call to serve the Church as a
permanent deacon, now is
the time to begin discerning.
Cohort V is already set, but
perhaps you are being called
to Cohort VI for the Diocese
of Lafayette-in-Indiana.
Now is the time to start lis-
tening for God’s call.

The Rite of Candidacy in 2015 The Rite of Lector in 2016

The Rite of Acolyte in 2017
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Sept. 7, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Marriage preparation
ministers workshop
KOKOMO — The diocesan
Office of Family Life will
offer a day of formation for
marriage preparation minis-
ters from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 8, at St. Joan
of Arc Parish in Kokomo.
Anyone who assists in mar-
riage preparation is invited
to attend the workshop. The
day will include prayer and
presentations on “Under-
standing the Language of
the Theology of the Body,”
“Male and Female as Gift”
and “Incorporating NFP in
Marriage Ministry.” Lunch
will be included. There is
no cost to attend, but regis-
tration is requested. Regis-
tration forms can be found
online at dol-in.org/family-
life-events. For more infor-
mation or to register, con-
tact Claudia Castillo at
ccastillo@dol-in.org or 765-
269-4662.

GermanFest
LAFAYETTE — St. Boniface
Parish will hold its annual
GermanFest from 4:30 p.m.
to 11 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8,
on the parish campus. Cost
is $5 for those age 21 and
older; admission is free for
all those under age 21. The
event will feature music
with the band Polka Boy,
German food, beer tents, a
wine garden, a $10,000 raf-
fle, carnival rides and more.
All are welcome to attend.

“The Story of Salvation”
Bible study
WEST LAFAYETTE — St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish will
offer “The Story of Salva-
tion” Bible study from
Ascension Press beginning
this month. Sessions will be

available twice each week:
Monday evenings begin-
ning Sept. 10, from 6 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. (dinner included)
in Newman Hall, and
Wednesday mornings
beginning Sept. 12, from
6:30 a.m. to 8 a.m. in Room
4. Cost is $10 per person.
“The Story of Salvation” is
designed to help all to bet-
ter understand the Bible
and experience the life-
changing power of God’s
word. Registration is avail-
able online at https://
www.boilercatholics.org/
story-of-salvation/ or at the
parish office. For more
information, e-mail Eileen
Strater at eileen@
boilercatholics.org.

Alpha series
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join the next
Alpha series at the Church
of the Blessed Sacrament,
2224 Sacramento Drive,
beginning from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept.
12. Alpha is a series (usual-
ly 11 weeks) that explores
the Christian faith. Each
session begins with food
and a video, followed by
small-group discussion.
Alpha is for everyone: cra-
dle Catholics, converts,
other Christians, individu-
als of different faith back-
grounds or no faith back-
ground. To learn more or to
register, visit the Web site at
blessedsacramentwl.org/
alpha.

Food truck festival
CARMEL — Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish will host
a food truck festival from 5
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 13, on the parish
grounds. The evening for
family, faith, fellowship and
fun will feature activities
for all ages, including face
painting, a cake walk and
more. Food trucks will
include Pork Paradise, Las
Tortugas, The Big Easy, llc,
FoxGardin, Indy Soda Taps,
Kona Ice and more. Admis-
sion is free and all are wel-
come to attend.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 13. Join the Daughters
of Isabella in reciting the
rosary as Our Lady of Fati-
ma requested. Those attend-
ing are encouraged to bring

their rosaries, lawn chairs,
family and friends. If rain-
ing, bring umbrellas; in case
of stormy weather, the
rosary will be prayed inside
the church.

Friends of the Poor Walk
ANDERSON — The Society
of St. Vincent de Paul will
host its ninth annual
Friends of the Poor Walk on
Saturday, Sept. 15, to benefit
families in need in the
Anderson area. Held at
Highland Middle School,
the event is a family festival,
with registration at 11 a.m.,
a walk at noon and many
booths and activities from
noon to 2 p.m. Activities
will include a dunk tank,
bounce house, face painting,
ring/pop toss for children
and a petting zoo with rab-
bits, goats, llama and pony
rides. Children also can dec-
orate apples, make a cross
necklace and eat at the con-
cession stand. Adults will be
able to enjoy a pie sale,
flower (giant mums) sale,
silent auction and a new
booth, “Undiscovered Trea-
sures.” A raffle also will be
held for a homemade quilt
featuring all of the T-shirts
from the walk for the past

eight years. For com-
plete details of this
year’s event, visit the
Web site at
https://www.fop
walk.org/event
listing/eventdetail/
?eventid=2064.

Notre Dame 
football road trip
CARMEL — The
Sports Ministry of
Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish will
offer a Notre Dame
football road trip on
Saturday, Sept. 15.
All proceeds will
benefit the parish’s
Sports Ministry and
its mission to pro-
vide a Catholic
sports environment
for the physical,
mental and spiritual
growth of parish-
ioners. Tickets for
the day trip are lim-
ited. For more infor-
mation or to register
online, visit
http://bit.ly/
OLMCSPORTS

Anniversary Mass
LAFAYETTE — All
married couples of
the Lafayette diocese

celebrating significant mar-
riage anniversaries in 2018
are invited to attend a spe-
cial Mass celebrating their
years of Christian marriage
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
16, at the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. The Mass will
be celebrated by Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty. During
the liturgy, Bishop Doherty
will offer a special anniver-
sary blessing. The Mass will
fulfill the Sunday obligation.
After Mass, Bishop Doherty
will greet couples during a
reception with light refresh-
ments. To assist in prepara-
tions, those planning to
attend are asked to register
online at www.dol-in.
org/AnniversaryMass or
contact Sandra Santucci at
ssantucci@dol-in.org or 765-
269-4660.

“The Mass” study program
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish invites all to attend
“The Mass,” Bishop Robert
Barron’s newest study pro-
gram, beginning this month.
Participants will walk
through the Mass with Bish-
op Barron and explore
insights on this most privi-
leged and intimate

encounter with Jesus Christ.
The weekly study program
will be held from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Thursdays, Sept. 20
through Oct. 25, in the
Parish Life Center, rooms
51-53. Books may be
ordered online at www.
wordonfire.org. To register,
contact the parish office by
Sept. 17. For more informa-
tion, contact Sue Schmitz at
sue.schmitz@hspgeist.org or
317-585-1257, ext. 120.

Golf outing
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will hold its
ninth annual “Golf for Voca-
tions” event on Friday, Sept.
21, at the Pebble Brook Golf
Club in Noblesville. Lunch
will begin at 11 a.m., with a
shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.
Registration includes a four-
player scramble, lunch, din-
ner and prizes. All proceeds
will benefit St. Maria Goretti
vocations. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit
www.smgonline.org.

“Off to the Races”
ZIONSVILLE — The Young
at Heart group at St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish
invites all those age 55 and
older to join a day trip on
Friday, Sept. 21, to Churchill
Downs in Louisville, Ky.
The outing will include a
chartered bus to and from
the track, seating in “Mil-
lionaires Row” and a lunch
buffet. The bus will leave St.
Alphonsus at 8:30 a.m. Cost
is $65 per person. For more
information, contact the
parish at 317-873-2885 or e-
mail ministrysecretary@
zionsvillecatholic.com.

“Super Hero Run”
LAFAYETTE — Matrix Life-
Care Center will host its
annual “Super Hero Run”
on Saturday, Sept. 29. The
hero-themed fund-raising
event for the center includes
a timed 5K run, a 3K walk, a
kids’ fun run, a costume
contest, games and activities
for kids, a free pancake
breakfast and more. For
details, visit www.lafayette
herorun.com.

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a coming together of the
Cursillo community, at 7
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, in
the lower level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
All Cursillistas and friends
are welcome to attend.
Those attending are asked
to bring a snack or beverage
to share. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeff and Mar-
lene Jarboe at 765-567-2216
or jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

“Kirchenfest”
LEBANON — St. Joseph
Parish will host its third
annual “Kirchenfest” from
5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 22, at the parish,
309 E. South St. Admission
to the family-friendly event
is free. For more informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/
StJoeLebKirchenfest.

Chicken dinner
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
Parish will hold its annual
chicken dinner from 11 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
23, in the school gymnasi-
um, 107 E. Main St. Meals
will include chicken, sides,
salads and home-baked
goodies. Carry-outs will be
available. Cost is $8 for
adults, $4 for children ages
5 to 12 and free for children
under age 5. All are wel-
come to attend.

Living wills vs. durable
power of attorney
KOKOMO — The parish
nurses of St. Patrick Parish
will host a presentation on
living wills vs. durable
power of attorney from 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 24, in the parish hall
(church basement). The pre-
senter will be T.J. Rethlake,
Howard County attorney
and a parishioner of St.
Patrick. He specializes in
estate law, family law, real
estate and business litiga-
tion. During the evening’s
program, he will present an
overview of both living
wills and durable power of
attorney, pointing out the
differences and the appro-
priate use for each. All
adults are welcome.

“A Walk 
Through the Mass”
CARMEL — Have you ever
wondered why certain
things are done during
Mass? Are you a non-

Catholic who attended a
Mass and was confused?
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish invites all to attend
“A Walk Through the Mass”
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 25, at the
church, 14598 Oak Ridge
Road. The presentation will
simulate a normal liturgy
while pausing to give expla-
nation and background of
each element. Members of
all faiths are welcome.

Weekend grief 
support workshop
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will host
“Grieving with Great
Hope,” a weekend grief
support workshop for peo-
ple who are mourning the
loss of a loved one, on Sept.
28-29. “Grieving with Great
Hope” is presented by Good
Mourning Ministry, a
Catholic bereavement apos-
tolate founded by John and
Sandy O’Shaughnessy. Both
have been through their
own “valley of grief,” and
in this workshop, will offer
personal and professional
insights on what may help
others journey through
theirs. The workshop will be
held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 28, and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29.
Registration is required. For
registration details, e-mail
Connie Anderson at
c.anderson@smgonline.org.

Day of reflection for 
liturgical music ministers
TIPTON — All liturgical
music ministers of the
Lafayette diocese are invited
to “Tune My Heart to Sing
Thy Grace,” a day to reflect,
refocus and renew, from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday,

Sept. 29, at the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter. The day will be led by
Father Michael Driscoll,
professor emeritus of the
University of Notre Dame.
There is a $10 per person
registration fee to cover
lunch; parishes bringing five
or more participants can
register at a discounted rate.
Pre-registration is required.
Register online at
https://dol-in.org/
2018musiciansdayof
reflection or contact Sandra
Santucci at 765-269-4660 or
ssantucci@dol-in.org.

Schoenstatt celebration
DELPHI — All are invited
to attend a Schoenstatt cele-
bration from 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, at
the Schoenstatt Wayside
Shrine in Delphi. The event
will mark the 50th and
100th anniversaries of the
deaths of Schoenstatt
founder Father Joseph Ken-
tenich and Joseph Engling, a
member of the founder gen-
eration. The day will
include Mass, recitation of
the rosary, fun family activi-
ties, faith formation and
refreshments. For more
information, e-mail Julie
Haskell at jhas821@aol.com
or visit the Web site at
schoenstattindiana.org.

Young women’s retreat
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception and
the Siena Society — the
parish’s group for young
women in junior high and
high school — will host a
young women’s retreat from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 29, at the cathe-
dral. The theme for the day

will be “Fearless: Be Who
God Created You to Be.”
The faith-filled and fun
retreat will feature speakers
including best-selling
Catholic author and speaker
Kari Kampakis. Kampakis is
the author of two books
aimed at the struggles that
young women face when
trying to live a life of virtue
in the modern world: “10
Ultimate Truths Girls
Should Know” and “Liked:
Whose Approval Are You
Living For?” Other speakers
will include Indiana
Supreme Court Justice
Loretta Rush and Dee Bern-
hardt, an assistant director
of campus ministry at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in
West Lafayette. After check-
in, the retreat will begin
with Mass. Lunch and
snacks will be provided
during the day. The retreat
is free and open to all young
women in junior high and
high school (sixth through
12th grades) throughout the
Lafayette diocese. Small
baby items also will be col-
lected at the retreat for
donation to Matrix LifeCare
Center; attendees are
encouraged to bring items if
they can. Registrations will
be accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis and seat-
ing is limited; registration
deadline is Sept. 15. For
more information or to reg-
ister, e-mail sienasociety@
gmail.com.

“Grace of Yes” 
women’s retreat
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish will host
author Lisa Hendey for a
women’s retreat from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29.
Author of the book “The
Grace of Yes: Eight Virtues
for Generous Living,”
Hendey will lead partici-
pants on her “Grace of Yes”
retreat to discover how to
prayerfully give God one’s
best “Yes” and to live as
generous spirits in the
world. Cost for the retreat is
$30 per person; breakfast
and light snacks will be pro-
vided. For more information
or to register, visit
http://bit.ly/setonsept29 or
call the parish office at 317-
846-3850.

“You’re My Type” 
blood drive
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
a “You’re My Type” blood
drive from 9 a.m. to 12:45

p.m. Sunday, Sept. 30. A
blood donation only takes
30 minutes. To schedule a
donation, visit
www.bit.ly/MyType2018

Nine Irish Brothers fish fry
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to gather at the
Church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, 2224 Sacramento
Drive, for a Nine Irish
Brothers fish fry from noon
to 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
30. Tickets are $10 each and
include Nine Irish Brothers’
signature fish, chips and
slaw; dessert will be provid-
ed courtesy of Dairy Queen.

“Red Mass”
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette diocese will cele-
brate a “Red Mass” at 5:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 1, at the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception. All
government officials (feder-
al, state and local levels,
executive, legislative and
judicial branches), attorneys,
paralegals, law students and
their spouses are invited to
attend and join in prayer
and fellowship for the legal
community. Principal cele-
brant of the Mass will be
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty.
A dinner reception will be
held after the Mass, with a
presentation by U.S. District
Court Judge Jane Magnus-
Stinson. There is no cost to
attend. Registration is avail-
able online at www.
dol-in.org/RedMass.

Rummage sale
NOBLESVILLE — The Altar
Rosary Society of Our Lady
of Grace Parish will hold its
annual rummage sale from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 3, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 4, and 9 a.m.
to noon Friday, Oct. 5. Fri-
day will be $5 bag day and
half off on large items. All
are welcome to attend.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Oct. 6, in the chapel at Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette
Central. The Mass will be
followed by Legion of Mary
prayers and recitation of the
rosary. All are invited to
also join in a holy hour for
America at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 3, in the chapel. 

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

ooC   
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

y ofytsonaM er
anome  

   
          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

eseaaoorohtf e P Cl r
eeSdn  

   
          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

s
e  

   
          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

R

For youn

&oitseuu+ Q n
ciifniviD e Off

adatuS rd

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     pm30 5:–m00 a9:

22rebmetpSRSVP by Se

ng women ages 17 35--

+nn DiotceL+ewsnA& r io vi a
retss Shtecnreeeooe + C nf s by e i

6rbetocO,,aday
anaaiIn,mooooK k o di

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     m

2

5

+
rs

6
a

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

R

m-eor
ooPehtllCa

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

22rebmetpSRSVP by Se

g.orni-old@sonitavocat
nopsmhon Totyal C.rFilam

5743- 45765)7 (t aseral Cro

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     

2

g
n
3

  
   

          

     

 
 

   
            

        

 

  

     



The Catholic MomentPage 8 September 9, 2018

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment
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Director of Stewardship and Development
Our Lady of Grace Parish in Noblesville is hiring a Stewardship 
Director. This full-time position will be responsible for planning, 
implementing, directing and evaluating the overall Stewardship 
program for the parish and its ministries.

Our Lady of Grace Parish serves more than 1,800 member families
and has a Catholic K-8 elementary school that has an enrollment of
more than 400 students.

The full job description is available at:
https://ologn.org/news/stewardshipdirector

Resumes can be submitted to Mike Witka at MJWitka@ologn.org.

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

(Continued from Page 1)

adult faith formation. “The
liturgy forms us.”

Paprocki is a national con-
sultant for faith formation at
Loyola Press, where he
works on the development
team for faith formation cur-
riculum resources. He said
that catechesis is part of the
whole approach of what
Catholics are called to do
and that the adult formation
in a parish is what sets the
tone.

“This is not to negate
child formation; it is to make
catechesis for adults prima-
ry,” Paprocki said, clarifying
that, “many of our adult
Catholics are walking
around with no conception
of what it means to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ. So chil-
dren, after they finish their
formation in the eighth
grade and get confirmed,
they walk away from it
because they don’t see adult
models; they don’t know
what they’ve been initiated
into.”

Paprocki acknowledged
that catechists are under
pressure to present content,
but feels the four pillars of

the Catholic faith are not get-
ting equal representation.

“Prayer is not icing on the
cake or little sprinkles to add
on; it is a pillar,” he said.
“Inviting people into experi-
ences of meaningful prayer
and worship is good adult
faith formation.”

The other main presenter
at the symposium, Father
Charles Zlock, echoed that
sentiment when he began
speaking on how that invita-
tion is why Catholic parishes

must “evangelize first, then
sacramentalize, then cate-
chize.” 

He saw in his own parish,
St. Monica Church in
Berwyn, Pa., that resources
were catering to silos and
not benefitting the parish as
a whole.

“Understanding your cul-
ture is really key because
otherwise you’re just throw-
ing stuff out there,” Father
Zlock cautioned. “Find out
what your gift and your

charism is, (and)
begin to measure
what your parish
looks like.” 

Several break-
out sessions
were hosted by
familiar faces. 

Elisabeth
Groot, director
of adult faith
formation at St.
Elizabeth Seton
Church in
Carmel,
addressed a full
room on the
topic of forming
leaders of adult
faith formation. 

Susan Hoefer,
NFP coordinator

for the diocese and a parish-
ioner of St. Lawrence Church
in Lafayette, spoke about the
domestic Church and the
importance of empowering
and forming faith-filled fam-
ilies. 

Claudia Sadowski, of the
diocesan Office of Hispanic
Ministry, gave a presentation
in Spanish on reaching His-
panic adults.

Father Dennis O’Keeffe,
pastor of St. Alphonsus
Liguori Church in

Zionsville, presented to cler-
gy on how to form adults
through Sunday liturgy.

Two other presenters
came from outside of the
Lafayette diocese. 

Father John Hollowell,
pastor of two rural parishes
in the Archdiocese of Indi-
anapolis, talked about adult
faith formation in rural set-
tings, at small parishes with
very limited means. 

Via video chat, how to
reach “millennials” was pre-
sented by Sarah Yaklic,
director of Grotto Network.
This is a relatively new
online tool designed to meet
the young adults who find
hope in the Church and cul-
tivate a community of shar-
ing faith and beauty with the
world.

The two-day symposium
was considered a success by
the Office of Catechesis, with
112 registered participants;
40 stayed overnight in the
renovated accommodations
of the Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. 

Along with meals, atten-
dees were invited to cele-
brate Mass with Bishop Tim-
othy L. Doherty and join in
vespers and lauds.

Event highlights importance of adult faith formation

“Many of our adult Catholics are walking around with no conception
of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ,” Joe Paprocki says.
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Haiti gathering to be
held Oct. 14 in Lafayette

LAFAYETTE — Central
Indiana Churches for Haiti
(CINCH) will hold its annu-
al Haiti gathering on Sun-
day, Oct. 14, at the Cathedral
of St. Mary of the Immacu-
late Conception.

The goal of the gathering
is to gain a sense of solidari-
ty in Haiti outreach efforts in
central Indiana; to provide
the opportunity for net-
working on activities during
breakout sessions; to learn
more about conditions in
Haiti from a variety of
speakers throughout the day
and to share and learn about
Haiti mission activity in cen-
tral Indiana.

Any faith community or
individual with a heart for
those living in Haiti is invit-
ed to attend, regardless of
whether a twinning relation-
ship already exists. Those
who have twinning relation-
ships in countries other than
Haiti also are welcome to
attend.

Registration and setup of
displays will be from 12:30
p.m. to 1 p.m., with a wel-

come and introduction of
activities at 1 p.m.

The day will include
speakers, breakout sessions
and viewing of displays. 

Scheduled speakers
include: Jeff Newell, board
member of Parish Twinning
of America; Sister Larraine
Lauter, of Water With Bless-
ings; Gigi Pomerantz, of
Youth Haiti, and Kim Lam-
berty, of Catholic Relief Ser-
vices. 

Topics of breakout ses-
sions will include medical
missions, water and learning
to speak Creole.

Registration fee is $20 per
person. 

To register, send payment
along with name, address,
parish, home phone, e-mail
and choice of breakout ses-
sion to: St. Mary Cathedral,
1212 South St., Lafayette, IN
47901. 

Checks should be made
payable to St. Mary Cathe-
dral.

For more information, e-
mail Jeff Newell at
jnewell@ball-law.com.

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Jacob Timmons, 93, died Aug. 2. Marilyn 
Guckien, 81, died Aug. 24. Francis Fettig, 89, died
Aug. 24. All were members of All Saints in Logans-
port.

Raymond Joseph Rudolph, 96, died Aug. 20. He
was a member of Blessed Sacrament in West
Lafayette.

Michael Gilbert Whitecotton, 76, died Aug. 27.
He was a member of St. Bernard in Crawfordsville.

Virginia Klockenkemper, 81, died Aug. 22. She
was a member of St. Alphonsus Liguori in Zionsville.

Joseph “Joe” Lane, 91, died July 11. He was a
member of St. Augustine in Rensselaer.

Bruce Perisho, 71, died Aug. 8. He was a member
of St. Cecilia in DeMotte.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Candidates from St. Joseph Parish in Delphi recently received the sacrament of con-
firmation from Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. Front row are: Joshua DeMien, Ali Lucas,
Bishop Doherty, Reynalda Martinez Ramos, Sandra Martinez-Colorado, Carolina Raya
and Guadalupe Martinez; second row are: Bryan Terrell Jr., Ricky Gaytan Martinez,
Matthew Haan, Leslie Caracheo, Cynthia Rossi and Meghan Pearson; back row are:
Michael O’Neil, Ethan Nelson, Mitch Dickerson, Juan Piceno Martinez, Kane Zimpfer, Ilan
Guardarrama and Edwin Perez. (Photo provided)

Candidates from St. Mary Parish in Union City (above) recently received the sacra-
ment of confirmation from Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. Below are Bishop Doherty, Dea-
con Mike Mescall (back left) and pastor Father Pete Logsdon (front right) with altar
servers at the Mass. (Photos provided)
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Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

Women’s silent retreat

Women age 19 and older
are invited to come and
enjoy a weekend experi-
ence of the wonder of
silence and Scripture on
the beautiful campus of
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. 

This retreat will include
Mass, holy hour, confer-
ences on prayer, and plenty
of quiet time to reflect on
Scripture. The retreat will
begin at 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 14, and end at 3 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 16. 

Amenities include a
comfortable, full-service
room and five meals.
(Please have dinner before
checking in at the retreat.)
Please let us know of any
dietary restrictions. Cost is
$170 per person. A mini-

mum of five retreatants is
needed, with a maximum
of 10 retreatants. 

Deadline for registration
is Sept. 7. To register, con-
tact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585.

“Get Away for a Day”
retreat

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you

feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Come visit the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter for a day of quiet and
solitude. 

Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful campus, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, spend time in
prayer with the Lord in the
chapel or in one of the
comfortable rooms on the
full-service floor. Mass and
confession also will be
available. 

This retreat for men and
women age 19 and older
will be offered from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 25.

Cost is $40 per person,
which includes day room
and lunch. Please let us
know of any dietary
restrictions. A minimum of
five retreatants is needed. 

Deadline for registration
is Sept. 21. To register, con-
tact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585.

Other 2018 
retreat offerings

October

• St. Francis Day of

Reflection, Oct. 3
• Our Lady of the

Rosary Day of Reflection,
Oct. 24

• “Get Away for a Day”
retreat, Oct. 30

November

• “Get Away for a Day”
retreat, Nov. 6

• Women’s silent retreat,
Nov. 30 - Dec. 2

December

• Advent Day of Reflec-
tion, Dec. 10

• “Three Days in the Life
of a Monk or Nun,” Dec. 
11 - 13

• Men’s silent retreat,
Dec. 14-16

A dedication and blessing ceremony was
celebrated recently at the new St. Vincent Kokomo
Women’s Center. Father David Huemmer, chaplain
of the Maria Regina Mater Monastery in Kokomo
and the Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center
in Tipton, participated in the ceremony and
blessed each room of the new center. Others who
offered prayers included: Margie Johnson, presi-
dent, St. Vincent Northwest Region; Mark
Deckinga, a chaplain at St. Vincent Kokomo; Kristi
Bledsoe, director of the St. Vincent Kokomo Can-
cer Center and Women’s Center; and other med-
ical staff of the women’s center.
At right: Father Huemmer (second from right)
offers a prayer of blessing. 
Lower left: Crucifixes with the Risen Christ were
blessed and will be hung throughout the center. 
Lower right: Father Huemmer blesses a mammog-
raphy room in the new facility, which is located
just south of the main campus of St. Vincent
Kokomo.
(Photos by Chuck Jansen)
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World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation

Pope: Pray, act to protect clean water, guarantee access to it
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Water is a gift of God that
makes life possible and yet
millions of people do not
have access to safe drinking
water, and rivers, seas and
oceans continue to be pollut-
ed, Pope Francis said.

“Care for water sources
and water basins is an

urgent
impera-
tive,” the
pope said
in a mes-
sage Sept. 1,
the World
Day of
Prayer for
the Care of
Creation, an
observance

begun by the Orthodox
Church and now celebrated
by many Christians.

With the World Day 2018
focused on water, Pope Fran-
cis drew special attention to
the more than 600 million
people who do not have reg-
ular access to clean drinking
water.

“Access to safe drinkable
water is a basic and univer-
sal human right, since it is
essential to human survival
and, as such, is a condition
for the exercise of other
human rights,” he said,
quoting from his encyclical
“Laudato Si’” on the environ-
ment.

“In considering the funda-
mental role of water in cre-

ation and in human develop-
ment,” he wrote, “I feel the
need to give thanks to God
for ‘Sister Water,’” as St.
Francis of Assisi said. Water
is “simple and useful for life
like nothing else on our
planet.”

Fulfilling the Gospel man-
date to give the thirsty some-
thing to drink involves more
than individual acts of chari-
ty, although those are impor-
tant, he said. It also involves
“concrete choices and a con-
stant commitment to ensure
to all the primary good of
water.”

Believers have an obliga-
tion to thank God for the gift
of water and “to praise him
for covering the earth with

the oceans,” Pope Francis
said. But they also have an
obligation to work together
to keep the oceans clean
instead of allowing them to
be “littered by endless fields
of floating plastic.”

Thinking of oceans and
seas also led the pope to
think of the thousands of
migrants and refugees who
“risk their lives at sea in
search of a better future.”

“Let us ask the Lord and
all those engaged in the
noble service of politics that
the more sensitive questions

of our day, such as those
linked to movements of
migration, climate change
and the right of everyone to
enjoy primary goods, may
be faced with generous and
farsighted responsibility and
in a spirit of cooperation,
especially among those
countries most able to help,”
he wrote.

Pope Francis also offered
prayers for people who fish
and others who earn their
livings at sea, for those who
minister to them and for all
the scientists and public pol-

icy experts who help the
public recognize the trea-
sures of the sea and work to
protect them.

And, as the Catholic
Church prepares for a world
Synod of Bishops on young
people, he urged Christians
to educate and pray for the
young “that they may grow
in knowledge and respect for
our common home and in
the desire to care for the
essential good of water, for
the benefit of all.”

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

An official tries to clear trash Aug. 29 from a lake near Seoul, South Korea. The ecu-
menical World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation was Sept. 1; the 2018 celebration
focused on the importance of water. (CNS photo/Yonhap, EPA)

A stream in the Kaniksu
National Forest near Bon-
ners Ferry, Idaho, is seen
June 30. (CNS photo/Cindy
Wooden)

Pope
Francis
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Sept. 8,
1968: The new St. Mary
Church and rectory in Frank-
fort will be dedicated on
Sept. 8. Both church and rec-
tory are constructed of Indi-
ana limestone. 

• 25 years ago, Sept. 5,
1993: St. Joseph Parish in
Lebanon held its own all-
night celebration for World
Youth Day on Aug. 14-15.
Among their activities, the
youth and young adult par-
ticipants spent the night en-
joying Christian music and
playing games.

• 10 years ago, Sept. 7,
2008: St. Louis de Montfort
Parish in Fishers is a world
away from Sao Jose Church
in impoverished Imbau,
Brazil, but a six-year-old
partnership continues to
build bridges between them.
The Fishers parish launched
its United Hearts “twin-
ning” project in March 2002,
when 10 members made the
initial trip to Imbau.

• Five years ago, Sept. 8,
2013: Two priests of the
Lafayette diocese — Father
Richard Doerr and Father
John Kiefer — recently jour-
neyed as pilgrims on El
Camino Santiago, the Way of
St. James, a path that has
been trod by pilgrims since
medieval times.

Saints 
of the week

Nicholas of Tolentino
(1245-1305)

Feast: Sept. 10

Born in Italy and
named for St. Nicholas of
Bari, the saint to whom
his childless parents had
prayed, Nicholas made
his Augustinian vows
while still a teen. An
early job was distributing
food to the poor at the
friary gate. At his ordina-
tion in 1269, he already
was reputed to be a heal-
er and miracle-worker.
About 1274, after several
assignments, he was sent
to Tolentino, where he
spent the rest of his life.
Nicholas truly befriended
the poor and sick. During
his sainthood process,
the Vatican accepted
about 30 miracles attrib-
uted to his intercession.
He is the patron saint of
poor souls and mariners.

(Catholic News Service)

Keep holy the commute and the car pool, too ...
By Laura Kelly Fanucci 
Catholic News Service

Our minivan is one big sil-
ver stereotype.

Granola bar wrappers on
the floor. Cheerios
stuck between seats.
Baseball gear rolling
around the back.

I’ll admit our car
is overlooked; I’d
never let the house
get this dirty. It’s also
much-maligned, as I
crack jokes regularly
about minivan life.

I know I’m not
alone in feeling like we live
in the car some days. The av-
erage American spends
about an hour a day driving. 

But St. Catherine of Siena
said that all the way to heav-
en is heaven. What if our
time spent driving mattered

as much as our destinations? 
Could our hours on the

road be sacred space?
If we believe God is om-

nipresent, there is no place
where God is not. The Holy

Spirit hovers over
the minivan’s chaos,
too. 

Christ can come to
each of us on the
road. Perhaps he
shows up on our
daily commute,
inviting us to choose
compassion over ag-
gression. Maybe he
squeezes in during

the latest pickup from sports
practice, nudging us to wel-
come the sweaty teammates
piling in the back as Christ
himself. 

But there’s not a single
rush hour or road traveled
where God does not go 

with us.
St. Frances of Rome —

wife, mother and servant of
Rome’s sick and poor — is
the patron saint of motorists.
Legend holds that her
guardian angel carried a
lantern before her whenever
she traveled to light the road
and keep her safe. 

St. Frances is also famous
for saying, “Sometimes a
wife must leave God at the
altar to find him in her
household management.”

Sometimes, then, a mom
must dig through the clutter
to find God in her car.

Our van is an Odyssey.
(When we bought it, I
begged my husband to re-
name his car the Iliad so we
could have a matching pair.) 

But the name rings true.
Within the Odyssey’s walls,
our family is traveling to-

gether on a long journey
over many years. Our house-
on-wheels is full in this stage
of life, ringing with laughter,
fighting, music and even
prayer.

Inside our car, we’ve of-
fered morning blessings on
every drive to school. We’ve
said Hail Mary for racing
ambulances with sirens
screaming. We’ve tackled big
life questions from kids in
the backseat. 

When I stop to see, I real-
ize that it’s in our van (as in
our home) that we are be-
coming the people and the
family that God is calling us
to be.

Just as we gather around
our kitchen table — which
I’m quick to claim as holy
space in the domestic
Church — we spend time to-
gether in our car each day. 

Sometimes on a solo drive
to a meeting for work, I no-
tice the silence: sweet, rare,
fleeting. 

As an introvert, I secretly
savor the quiet without kids
in the backseat: no scream-
ing, no squabbling over
songs on the radio. 

When the car is bursting
with noise again, I’m better
able to give thanks for the
life I’ve been given — be-
cause I’ve felt the contrast
between full and empty. 

The Catholic “Book of
Blessings” offers a prayer for
blessing a vehicle. It includes
the line, “Whether they trav-
el for business or pleasure,
let them always find Christ
to be the companion of their
journey.”

May the same be said of
our families — and our cars,
too.

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Lawrence Church, Muncie.

When you are not with us, we miss you.
Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. (Spanish)

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.

Guest column

Laura Kelly
Fanucci
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Immaculate Conception Parish in Portland recently participated in
the community’s Fourth of July parade. The church’s parade entry was a

combination of efforts by many in the parish. (Photos provided)
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