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Parishioners ‘put Gospel into action’ for retired pastor
By Kevin Cullen
For The Catholic Moment

LEBANON — Father
Timothy Kroeger, longtime
pastor of St. Joseph Parish
here, retired in June. He did-
n’t want to, but he felt he
had to.

The 63-year-old priest
began experiencing symp-
toms of Parkinson’s in late
2015. The progressive, incur-
able disease affects nerve
cells in the brain. He is weak,
often exhausted and unable
to walk without a walker. He
has lost 60 pounds and expe-
riences muscle stiffness. He
has fallen many times.

Still, he’s thankful for the
gift of the priesthood, and

the blessings it has brought.
Former parishioners now
volunteer to shop, cook, do
laundry and clean for him.
Two doctors from the parish
pitch in to take him to med-
ical appointments in Indi-
anapolis. Others help him
bathe, dress, eat and get to
therapy sessions.

To him, they are the hands
of Jesus.

“They truly love me,” he
said in a recent interview in
the tidy rental house he calls
home. “They are a great wit-
ness. When they are here, I
think of Jesus washing feet
on Holy Thursday ... they
put that Gospel into action.”

(Continued on Page 5)

Father 
Timothy
Kroeger
began expe-
riencing
symptoms
of Parkin-
son’s 
disease in
late 2015.
The long-
time pastor
of St.
Joseph
Parish in
Lebanon
retired earli-
er this sum-
mer. (Photo
by Kevin
Cullen)

Catechetical Sunday 2018 Pope travels
to Baltic
nations on
Sept. 22-25
By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Twenty-five years after St.
John Paul II visited Lithua-
nia, Latvia and Estonia,
Pope Francis will make the
same three-nation visit Sept.
22-25, stopping at a number
of the same places as his
saint-predecessor.

The four-day trip will
take the
pope to
two impor-
tant Mari-
an shrines,
two major
ecumenical
encounters
and places
that com-
memorate
each nation’s fight for free-
dom from oppression.

Abortion and the disinte-
gration of families have
been serious challenges for
the Church and society in
these three former Soviet
republics, according to past
reports from bishops during
their visits to Rome.

Pope Benedict XVI had

(Continued on Page 3)

Pope Francis

‘We are all
called to be
witnesses 
to Jesus
Christ’

By Kevin Cullen
For The Catholic Moment

At Mass on Catechetical Sunday,
Sept. 16, catechists across the
Lafayette diocese will be called forth,
then commissioned for an essential
ministry — teaching the faith.

T he annual nationwide obser-
vance occurs on the third
Sunday of September. Typi-

cally, a prayer is read after the homi-
ly or at the end of Mass, asking God
to grant catechists the grace needed
to help youth and adults learn about
Catholicism and more fully follow
Christ.

An optional blessing addresses
parents and guardians, the child’s
first catechists.

Jonathan Sullivan, diocesan direc-
tor of parish ministries, services and
catechesis, says that the message of
Catechetical Sunday applies to all
Catholics, commissioned or not. 

(Continued on Page 8)
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1) Isaiah 50:5-9a
2) James 2:14-18
3) Gospel: Mark 8:27-35

Monday, Sept. 17
1) 1 Corinthians 11:17-26,
33
2) Gospel: Luke 7:1-10

Tuesday, Sept. 18
1) 1 Corinthians 12:12-14,
27-31a
2) Gospel: Luke 7:11-17

Wednesday, Sept. 19
1) 1 Corinthians 12:31 to
13:13
2) Gospel: Luke 7:31-35

Thursday, Sept. 20
1) 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
2) Gospel: Luke 7:36-50

Friday, Sept. 21
1) Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13
2) Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13

Saturday, Sept. 22
1) 1 Corinthians 15:35-37,
42-49
2) Gospel: Luke 8:4-15

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan
Web site at www.dol-in.org.

September 16
24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:
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The Sisters of Providence
will host a “Come and
See” weekend retreat on
Oct. 26-28 at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, located just
northwest of downtown
Terre Haute. Participants
will have the opportunity
to spend time with sisters
in prayer, ask younger sis-
ters any questions they
may have and get to know
the congregation’s
foundress, St. Theodore
Guerin, all while exploring

where God may be calling
them. The retreat is free
and is for single, Catholic
women ages 18-42. “It was
a great way to get to know

people and prayerfully
explore where I was at that
point in my life,” Sister
Emily TeKolste said. She
took part in her first
“Come and See” weekend
retreat with the Sisters of
Providence two years
before entering the congre-
gation. She said the experi-
ence was well worth it. “I
felt like I connected really
well with the sisters even
though I came away from
the retreat thinking it was-

n’t right at the time,” she
said. “I’m grateful for
those experiences because
they helped me to realize
both gradually and
through moments of clarity
what my next steps needed
to be, and I was able to
build the relationships that
formed the foundation for
when I finally did enter
community.” To learn more
or to register, visit 
comeandsee.sistersof
providence.org.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

A statement from Bishop Timothy L. Doherty
Bishop Doherty gives the

following statement:

In recent weeks, a num-
ber of Catholic dioceses
have announced the inten-
tion to publish a list of cred-
ible and substantiated alle-
gations of sexual abuse
against minors by priests in
their dioceses. My offices
have been preparing the
same. No priest who is cur-
rently in active ministry in
this diocese has had a cred-
ible and substantiated alle-
gation of the abuse of a
minor brought against him.
It remains our policy to
report accusations or alle-
gations of abuse against
minors to law enforcement
before, or at the same time
as, reporting these to the
diocese. 

Names of priest offend-
ers from this diocese have
appeared over time in

newspapers and online. It is
our responsibility that our
list be complete and does
not name any cleric against
whom there is not a sub-
stantiated claim. We are
preparing to name both
diocesan and religious
order priests who were
assigned here, provided
allegations were credible
and substantiated.

In February 1997, the
Indianapolis Star printed
several articles naming
priests that abused minors
who served in our diocese.
This preceded by five years
the Boston Globe reports
depicted in the movie
“Spotlight.” In December
2003, Bishop William L.
Higi joined the other
Catholic bishops in Indiana
by publishing data about
the number of priests
against whom allegations
had been made, the number

of victims, and what costs
the diocese had sustained
in legal proceedings and
victims’ assistance. About
five years ago, the diocese
announced the removal of a
priest for his actions that
were alleged and found to
have basis decades ago.
That is our practice. 

While mentioning these
things now does not shrink
the gravity of past mis-
deeds, it is important for
you to know that informa-
tion on these matters has
been in the public eye for a
long time, although maybe
not in a single authoritative
list such as what we are try-
ing to prepare.

My hope in publishing
this list is that it will pro-
vide some additional heal-
ing for those who have suf-
fered from sexual abuse by
clergy, and that it will allow
other victims the strength to

come forward. As I
encounter victims of sexual
abuse, they are not mere
“reports” to me, and never
will be.  

To make a report of an
allegation of recent abuse of
a minor, or even to report a
previously unreported alle-
gation of abuse from years
ago, please use these con-
tact numbers: 

• Child Protective Ser-
vices, 800-800-5556; 

• The Office of the Vicar
General, 765-269-4601; 

• The Office of Victim
Assistance Ministry, 765-
464-4988;

• The Conduct in Min-
istry Officer, 765-463-2242.

Diocesan policies and
practices for safe environ-
ment work can be found
online at www.dol-in.org.

The 10th annual Lanny
Parsley Memorial Golf
Outing was held recently
at the Zionsville Golf
Course. The event is an
outreach ministry of the
St. Alphonsus Golf
League, of which Parsley
was an original member
until his death in 2008.
The outing has raised
more than $28,000 for
local charities in the past
decade. From left are
Theresa Hanners, execu-
tive director of the Caring
Center of Boone County;
John Noel, co-chairman
of the golf outing; Sue
Parsley; Gary Weisen-
bach, co-chairman of the
outing; Nancy Thompson,
director at Zionsville
Food Pantry; and Father
Dennis O’Keeffe, pastor,
St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish. (Photo provided)
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Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Early writings show unity as Church spread quickly

C hristianity today is
divided into many
differing and com-

peting sects without any
central teaching authority or
organization. Many think
that this disunity existed
from the Church’s very
beginning, but that is defi-
nitely not so. The Church
spread, but with central
authority guaranteeing
unity in the truths of faith
and morals.

The early Church, from
the time of Jesus’ Apostles,
his first bishops, spread very
quickly throughout the
Roman Empire. Despite the
many countries and cultures
of the empire, each local
church was organized
around a bishop assisted by
priests and deacons. In the
different regions of the
empire and some adjacent
territories, the same truths of
faith and morality were
shared despite great differ-

ences in local cultures, cus-
toms and languages.

Local bishops in these var-
ious regions were organized
around a patriarch. This
regional organization gave
rise to the 24 rites of the
Catholic Church today.
These 24 churches are equal
and are united together
under the teaching and
moral authority of the Bish-
op of Rome, the pope of all
24 churches. This gives great
meaning to the term
Catholic, which means uni-
versal.

Each of these regional

churches developed into the
various rites of the Catholic
Church which produced
writers. The Holy Spirit gave
rise to these early authors so
that one system of beliefs
and morality could be
understood and accepted
according to the various cul-
tures; these beliefs became
the rites of the Catholic
Church.

Accordingly, in the first
century of the Christian
Church, immediately follow-
ing the resurrection of Jesus,
writers came from Israel,
Lebanon and Syria. There
was Ignatius of Antioch in
Lebanon, Clement of Rome
(the fourth pope) in Italy,
and, of course, the Apostles,
Peter and Paul. The authors
of some early documents
such as the Shepherd of Her-
mas, Letter to Diognetus,
and the Teaching of the
Twelve Apostles are
unknown.

In the second century of
the Catholic Church, we
have authors such as St. lre-
naeus in Syria and later in
France, St. Justin Martyr in
Israel and later in Italy, Ter-
tullian in Tunisia, Origen
and Clement of Alexandria
in Egypt, and Cyprian in
Algeria.

We find in the third centu-
ry Papias in Turkey (then
Greece), Tatian in Syria, and
Arnobius in Tunisia.

Many early Christian
writers are found in the
fourth century, such as St.
Augustine in Tunisia, St.
Basil, St. Gregory of Nyssa,
St. John Chrysostom
(Turkey, then Greece), Euse-
bius (Israel), St. Hilary
(France) and St. Ambrose
(Italy).

These are only a small
portion of the early writers
of the Church, known popu-
larly as the Church Fathers.
But they represent the teach-

ings of the early Catholic
Church. 

They teach about the Trin-
ity, the role of the pope or
Bishop of Rome in the unity
of the Church, the seven
sacraments, the critical role
of the bishop, priest and dea-
con in the Church, the true
Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist, the Eucharistic
Sacrifice of the Mass, the
divinity and resurrection of
Jesus, the Church as the
Mystical Body of Christ and
the divine inspiration of the
Scriptures.  

To read the Church
Fathers is to read, not about
a diversity of conflicting
churches lacking common
faith and authority, but
about the Catholic Church as
it continues today.

Msgr. John Duncan has been
a priest of the Lafayette diocese
for more than 58 years.
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(Continued from Page 1)

noted the problem of “scant
attention paid to the transmis-
sion of authentic values to
one’s children, the precarious-
ness of jobs” and mobility that
breaks up extended family
networks.

“A modernity that is not
rooted in authentic human
values is destined to be domi-
nated by the tyranny of insta-
bility” and a widespread sense
of being lost, he told bishops
from Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia in 2008.

In a 2015 meeting with bish-
ops from Latvia and Estonia,

Pope Francis also addressed
the need to adequately trans-
mit Church teaching on mar-
riage and family life.

The pope told the bishops
in a written address that God
had chosen them to “work in a
society that, after having long
been oppressed by regimes
founded on ideologies con-
trary to human dignity and
freedom, today is called to face
other insidious dangers, such
as secularism and relativism.”

It will be Pope Francis’ 24th
trip abroad and brings the
total number of countries he
has visited outside of Italy
since his election to 38 nations.

Pope to travel to Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia on Sept. 22-25
St. John Paul II
prays in 1993 at
the Hill of Crosses
in Siauliai, Lithua-
nia. Pope Francis
will make the
same three-nation
visit — Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia
— on Sept. 22-25,
stopping at a
number of the
same places as
his saint-prede-
cessor. (CNS
photo/Arturo Mari,
L’Osservatore
Romano)

Copyright Catholic News Service – Please see print edition for full content
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Guest column

Join in celebrating feast day of St. Matthew on Sept. 21
By Deacon John Etter
Contributing Writer
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cicero
Ordained Sept. 14, 2013

O n Sept. 21, the Church
will celebrate the feast of
St. Matthew.  

According to the Catholic
Encyclopedia, the simple defini-
tion of a feast day is this: Feasts
are days which are cele-
brated in commemoration
of the sacred mysteries
and events recorded in the
history of our redemption.
They usually commemo-
rate the memory of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, one
of the apostles, martyrs
and some saints.  

A feast day not only
commemorates an event
or person, but should serve to
excite the spiritual life by remind-
ing us of the event it commemo-
rates. As in the case of martyrs, it
is usually on the day they died
and celebrates their birth into
heaven.

Matthew’s original name was
“Levi,” which in Hebrew means
“joined,” according to Bible Dic-
tionary. Matthew, his new name
in Christ, means “Gift of God.” 

Matthew is spoken of five
times in the New Testament.
First, in Matthew 9:9 when called
by Jesus to “follow me.” No one

was more stunned than the Jews
when Jesus called a publican to
follow him. 

Matthew was a Jew working
for the Romans by robbing his
own people and making a large
personal profit. Publicans were so
hated that they were not allowed
to trade, eat or even pray with
other Jews.

When Jesus called him to “fol-
low me,” this was all
Matthew needed to rise
and leave his pieces of sil-
ver to follow Jesus.

Matthew’s calling into
Jesus’ inner circle was a
dramatic gesture of the
Messiah’s universal mes-
sage and mission, causing
some religious authorities
of the Jewish community
to question: “Why does

your teacher eat with tax collec-
tors and sinners?”  

Jesus’ response indicated the
central purpose of his ministry: “I
did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

St. Matthew is known as the
Evangelist and wrote the first
Gospel in the New Testament. His
Gospel was written in Aramaic,
the language that our Lord him-
self spoke, and was written to
convince Jews that their anticipat-
ed Messiah had come in the per-
son of Jesus.

St. Clement of Alexandria

claimed in his writings that
Matthew preached the Gospel to
the Jews for 15 years. This ancient
writing has him going to Ethiopia
(to the south of the Caspian Sea
and not to Ethiopia located in
Africa), Persia, Macedonia and
Syria.  

There is disagreement as to the
place of his martyrdom and the
kind of torture inflicted upon
him. The ancient writings say he
was burned, stoned or beheaded.

St. Matthew is listed as the
patron saint of accountants,
bankers, bookkeepers, customs
officers, security guards, stock
brokers and tax collectors. 

He is also the patron saint of
Salerno, Italy, where his remains
are buried in the cathedral. 

There are many Catholic blog-
gers who have ideas on ways to
celebrate this feast. 

Some of their ideas consist of
discussing St. Matthew’s call from
Christ to “follow me”; donating
items for the needy; making silver
dollar pancakes; giving away
gold coins filled with chocolate;
or baking a chocolate cake with
some of the gold chocolate coins
inside.  

Just because a feast day falls on
a weekday does not mean we
can’t celebrate it in some way
physically or spiritually.

Deacon
Etter

Former Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parishioner makes first profession of vows

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
Eleven young women
recently professed the sim-
ple vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience as Dominican
Sisters of St. Cecilia
Congregation in
Nashville, Tenn. 

Among those who
made their first pro-
fession was Sister
Clare Dominic Pott-
ratz, OP, a former
parishioner at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish in Carmel,
Ind. 

Sister Clare
Dominic is the
daughter of Michael and
Wendy Pottratz, also parish-
ioners at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish. 

She is a graduate of St.
Theodore Guerin  High
School in Noblesville and
attended Central Michigan
University. 

She is currently studying
at Aquinas College in
Nashville in preparation for

the teaching apostolate. 
The Mass for the Rite of

First Religious Profession
was celebrated at the Cathe-
dral of the Incarnation in

Nashville. 
In 1860, the Con-

gregation of Domini-
can Sisters of St.
Cecilia was estab-
lished in Nashville,
where its mother-
house is located. 

The Sisters of St.
Cecilia are dedicated
to the apostolate of
Catholic education.
The community of
almost 300 sisters

serves in more than 41
schools throughout the Unit-
ed States, including Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel School
in Carmel and St. Theodore
Guerin High School. 

For more information on
the Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia Congregation, visit
the Web site at www.
nashvilledominican.org.

Sister Clare
Dominic 
Pottratz

The 11 young women who made their first profession of vows pose for a photo with
Mother Anna Grace Neenan, prioress general, (second from left in front) and Sister
Maria Frassati Kieckhefer, director of novices (second from right in front). (Information
and photos provided by the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia)

St. Matthew is portrayed in this image at
the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception in Lafayette.
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‘They are my family — I love them and they love me’
(Continued from Page 1)

Among the caregivers is
parishioner Josh Frost. He,
his wife, Lori, and their six
kids love “Father Tim.”

“I try to be available to
help him with personal ser-
vices on a daily basis, to help
get his day started,” Frost
said. He does chores and
helps with showers and
medications.

Frost said that the priest is
“a living testimonial for the
faith. He is one of those peo-
ple who has been living his
faith for his nearly 13 years
at St. Joe’s in a very quiet
way, with warmth and com-
passion for everyone he is
with. It speaks volumes
when he has visitors from
every parish he has served.
They are still seeking his
spiritual guidance.”

Even in sickness, Frost
said, “he is quick to smile
and laugh and he still has
that glint in his eye ... not
once has he complained
about the afflictions of the
disease. He accepts it with
graciousness, and that by
itself is a testimonial to sub-
mitting totally to God’s will.
It’s incredibly inspiring.
He’s a great man.”

Many parishioners recent-
ly shared incidents in which
he touched their lives.

“It’s wonderful hearing
about little things I’d forgot-
ten, things that were impor-
tant to their faith lives. It has
been such a blessing,” Father
Kroeger said as he sat back
in a reclining chair.

“They are my family. I
love them and they love
me.”   

‘He’s always there’ 
for those in need

Parishioner Karen Met-
zger visits him almost every
day. She cleans, takes him to
therapists and does laundry.
They’ve been friends for 13
years; he consoled her when
her husband, Bob, died.

“He listens. He is compas-
sionate. He will do anything
that anybody needs. He’s
always there for them,” she
said. “We have had (termi-
nally ill) people in the parish
and he would visit them
daily. I often went with him. 

“He is there, and no place
else, when he is with a per-
son,” she said.

Metzger said that after
she underwent back surgery,
Father Kroeger brought
lunch to her farm and cele-

brated Mass on the kitchen
table.

Even now, when offering
Mass in the chapel at his
home, he says prayers for
the victims of clergy sexual
abuse, for the dying, for cou-
ples having difficulties in
their marriages.

“He has no self-pity what-
soever and there are times
when it’s hard for him,”
Metzger said. “It’s an inde-
pendence issue. He can’t go
to the store when he wants
to ... sometimes he has to
stand 15 minutes before he
can move his foot.”

As others have helped her,
she said, “I think God
expects me to give my time
to help someone else.” 

To her, it’s as simple as
that.

Parishioner Michael
Reynolds, a high school
administrator, met Father
Kroeger when he became
pastor. The men have been
friends ever since.

“He’s a great man,
extremely compassionate,
very social, very willing to

listen, always there for any-
body in their time of need,”
Reynolds said. 

When Reynolds’ father
died, the priest consoled the
whole family. Now Reynolds
is trying to help in return.
Often, in the evening, he and
Father Kroeger discuss the
news of the day and watch
“Wheel of Fortune” together.

“He asks about school,
how the kids are doing. He
knows many of them,”
Reynolds said.

He helps Father Kroeger
bathe and prepare for bed;
totally spent, he often sleeps
12 hours.

Helping out “means a lot
to me,” Reynolds said. “It’s
not only trying to repay him
for all he has done for me
and my family; it’s knowing
that he is getting the help he
needs and wants. I appreci-
ate that he trusts me.”

Despite everything, he
said, Father Kroeger “has a
lot to live for.”

Reynolds said that the
experience has given him
perspective. He sees, more

than ever, that “just helping
others is what we should be
doing.”

Father Kroeger, originally
from Logansport, grew up
helping in the family funeral
home. He was ordained a
Franciscan priest on Sept. 29,
1990. After serving in Chica-
go, Peoria, Detroit, Albany,
N.Y., and Staten Island, N.Y.,
he became a priest for the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indi-
ana to be near relatives.

Starting in 1995, he served
St. Joan of Arc Parish, Koko-
mo; St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish, West Lafayette, and
St. Louis de Montfort Parish,
Fishers, before being named
pastor in Lebanon.

‘A time to embrace 
and a time to let go’

In October 2015, the
parish marked the 25th
anniversary of his ordination
with a reception at the Boone
County Fairgrounds. 

A comment made by
Father Kroeger at that time
seems prophetic now. He
said, “It’s been 25 years of
God putting up with me, my
stubbornness, my mistakes,
tripping and falling ... the
past 25 years have taught me
to be open to God’s will ...
God has always been faithful
to me and I know he will see
me through.”

A short time later, while
on a trip to Germany, his
brother noticed that he was
walking slowly, and asked if
he was OK.

“I thought it was just my
back, or that I was tired,”
Father Kroeger recalled.

Several months later, a
specialist diagnosed him
with Parkinson’s disease.
Parishioners were told in
August 2016.

“I told them, ‘You are my
family. I trust you. You need
to know,’” he said. “... I
always tell them the truth.
They trusted me. They still
do.”

He vowed to keep serving
St. Joseph’s. As the disease
progressed, he had difficulty
walking, rising from a chair
and using his car. 

“I have fallen so many
times ... (but) God never let
me fall in church,” he said.

“The parishioners were
wonderful, and the staff was
terrific,” he said. “The
parishioners said, ‘Whatever
you need, we’ll do. We want
you to stay just as long as
you can.’”

Finally, unable to distrib-

ute Communion, in Decem-
ber 2017 he announced his
intention to retire.

“I decided it was too
much for me,” he said. “It
was not fair to the people of
St. Joseph’s, or the staff, or
myself, or the bishop. With
much prayer, I accepted the
fact and decided to step
down.

“Like anything in life,
there’s a time to embrace
and a time to let go,” Father
Kroeger said.

For six more months, he
and the parish prayed to the
Holy Spirit and St. Joseph,
asking them to help guide
the transition to a new pas-
tor.

After 13 years, he consid-
ered Lebanon his home. He
wanted to stay in town, and
asked Bishop Timothy
Doherty and Father Richard
Weisenberger, his successor,
if they objected.

“I didn’t want to interfere,
or look like I didn’t want to
let go,” Father Kroeger said.
“Both of them were fine with
it.”

It took time to find the
right house. Everything is on
one floor. Parishioners fur-
nished one room as a chapel,
with an altar made of wood
from the church. He cele-
brates Mass there daily and
prays for the sick, the suffer-
ing, and the intentions he
receives. His brother provid-
ed surplus furniture from
the funeral home. A wrist
watch allows him to call for
help in an emergency.

When asked how he
hoped he would be remem-
bered by parishioners,
Father Kroeger paused for a
moment, then said, “I really
haven’t thought about it.
What I will remember is
their great love and generos-
ity.”

In October, the parish will
send him and Frost on a pil-
grimage to Lourdes, France.
Father Kroeger’s brother,
Paul, will go, too. They will
visit the spring where St.
Bernadette encountered the
Blessed Virgin, and where
thousands have been mirac-
ulously cured.

“I always said that if I
ever got sick, I wanted to go
to Lourdes,” Father Kroeger
said. “My sister had cancer
and wanted to go, but never
did ... I am not looking for a
cure. I am only looking for
God’s will in my life. I want
to dig deeper into my trust
in God and be open to his
will.”

“Not once has he complained about the afflictions of the
disease,” Josh Frost said of his former pastor, Father
Tim Kroeger (above). “He accepts it with graciousness,
and that by itself is a testimonial to submitting totally to
God’s will. It’s incredibly inspiring.” (Photo by Kevin
Cullen)
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Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Friends of the Poor Walk
ANDERSON — The Society
of St. Vincent de Paul will
host its ninth annual
Friends of the Poor Walk on
Saturday, Sept. 15, to benefit
families in need in the
Anderson area. Held at
Highland Middle School,
the event is a family festival,
with registration at 11 a.m.,
a walk at noon and many
booths and activities from
noon to 2 p.m. Activities
will include a dunk tank,
bounce house, face painting,
ring/pop toss for children
and a petting zoo with rab-
bits, goats, llama and pony
rides. Children also can dec-
orate apples, make a cross
necklace and eat at the con-
cession stand. Adults will be
able to enjoy a pie sale,
flower (giant mums) sale,
silent auction and a new
booth, “Undiscovered Trea-
sures.” A raffle also will be
held for a homemade quilt
featuring all of the T-shirts
from the walk for the past
eight years. For complete
details of this year’s event,
visit the Web site at
https://www.fop
walk.org/event
listing/eventdetail/
?eventid=2064.

Notre Dame 
football road trip
CARMEL — The Sports
Ministry of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish will offer a
Notre Dame football road
trip on Saturday, Sept. 15.
All proceeds will benefit the
parish’s Sports Ministry and
its mission to provide a
Catholic sports environment
for the physical, mental and
spiritual growth of parish-
ioners. Tickets for the day
trip are limited. For more
information or to register
online, visit http://bit.ly/
OLMCSPORTS

Turkey dinner
REMINGTON — Sacred
Heart Parish will hold its
annual turkey dinner from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 16, in the parish’s
Bishop Fulcher Center, 100
New York St. Meals will

include turkey, dressing,
mashed potatoes, green
beans, roll, dessert and bev-
erage. Cost is $9 for adults
and $5 for children ages 12
and younger. Carry-outs
will be available at no addi-
tional charge. The event also
will feature crafts, baked
goods, children’s games and
more. All are invited to
attend.

Home and Garden Tour
MARION — St. Paul Parish
will sponsor its 59th annual
Home and Garden Tour
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 16. Homes includ-
ed on the tour this year are
the Cline-Arrendale home at
4604 Star Drive, the Fortney
home at 2302 N. Miller Ave.,
the Graham home at 710 W.
Spencer Ave., and the Smith
home at 1308 Sheridan
Road, all in Marion. Tickets
are available through Sept.
14 for $8 at the parish office;
Melvin Frecker, optometrist,
1402 Spencer Ave.; Kelly’s
The Florist, 4009 S. Western
Ave.; and Balloons, Flowers
& Gifts, 102 W. Main St. in
Gas City. On Sept. 15, tickets
may be purchased at
Needler’s Fresh Market in
Marion from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. After Sept. 15, tickets
will be $10 each and may be
purchased at any of the
homes on the tour. Proceeds
will be used to enhance and
maintain the parish’s
McCarthy Hall.

Anniversary Mass
LAFAYETTE — All married
couples of the Lafayette dio-
cese celebrating significant
marriage anniversaries in
2018 are invited to attend a
special Mass celebrating
their years of Christian mar-
riage at 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 16, at the Cathedral of
St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception. The Mass will
be celebrated by Bishop
Timothy L. Doherty. During
the liturgy, Bishop Doherty
will offer a special anniver-
sary blessing. The Mass will
fulfill the Sunday obligation.
After Mass, Bishop Doherty
will greet couples during a
reception with light refresh-
ments. To assist in prepara-
tions, those planning to
attend are asked to register
online at www.dol-in.
org/AnniversaryMass or
contact Sandra Santucci at
ssantucci@dol-in.org or 765-
269-4660.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to join a Schoen-
statt holy hour with Father
Cassian Sama, OP, at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 18, in St.
Thomas Aquinas Church.
The evening will include
adoration, recitation of the
rosary, a homily and Bene-
diction.

“The Mass” study program
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish invites all to attend
“The Mass,” Bishop Robert
Barron’s newest study pro-
gram, beginning this month.
Participants will walk
through the Mass with Bish-
op Barron and explore
insights on this most privi-
leged and intimate
encounter with Jesus Christ.
The weekly study program
will be held from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Thursdays, Sept. 20
through Oct. 25, in the
Parish Life Center, rooms
51-53. Books may be
ordered online at www.
wordonfire.org. To register,
contact the parish office by
Sept. 17. For more informa-
tion, contact Sue Schmitz at
sue.schmitz@hspgeist.org or
317-585-1257, ext. 120.

Golf outing
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will hold its

ninth annual “Golf for Voca-
tions” event on Friday, Sept.
21, at the Pebble Brook Golf
Club in Noblesville. Lunch
will begin at 11 a.m., with a
shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.
Registration includes a four-
player scramble, lunch, din-
ner and prizes. All proceeds
will benefit St. Maria Goretti
vocations. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit
www.smgonline.org.

“Off to the Races”
ZIONSVILLE — The Young
at Heart group at St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish
invites all those age 55 and
older to join a day trip on
Friday, Sept. 21, to Churchill
Downs in Louisville, Ky.
The outing will include a
chartered bus to and from
the track, seating in “Mil-
lionaires Row” and a lunch
buffet. The bus will leave St.
Alphonsus at 8:30 a.m. Cost
is $65 per person. For more
information, contact the
parish at 317-873-2885 or e-
mail ministrysecretary@
zionsvillecatholic.com.

“Super Hero Run”
LAFAYETTE — Matrix Life-
Care Center will host its
annual “Super Hero Run”
on Saturday, Sept. 29. The
hero-themed fund-raising
event for the center includes
a timed 5K run, a 3K walk, a
kids’ fun run, a costume
contest, games and activities
for kids, a free pancake
breakfast and more. For
details, visit www.lafayette
herorun.com.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a coming together of the
Cursillo community, at 7
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, in
the lower level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
All Cursillistas and friends
are welcome to attend.
Those attending are asked
to bring a snack or beverage
to share. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeff and Mar-
lene Jarboe at 765-567-2216
or jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

“Kirchenfest”
LEBANON — St. Joseph
Parish will host its third
annual “Kirchenfest” from
5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 22, at the parish,
309 E. South St. Admission
to the family-friendly event
is free. For more informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/

StJoeLebKirchenfest.

Chicken dinner
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
Parish will hold its annual
chicken dinner from 11 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
23, in the school gymnasi-
um, 107 E. Main St. Meals
will include chicken, sides,
salads and home-baked
goodies. Carry-outs will be
available. Cost is $8 for
adults, $4 for children ages
5 to 12 and free for children
under age 5. All are wel-
come to attend.

Living wills vs. durable
power of attorney
KOKOMO — The parish
nurses of St. Patrick Parish
will host a presentation on
living wills vs. durable
power of attorney from 6
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 24, in the parish hall
(church basement). The pre-
senter will be T.J. Rethlake,
Howard County attorney
and a parishioner of St.
Patrick. He specializes in
estate law, family law, real
estate and business litiga-
tion. During the evening’s
program, he will present an
overview of both living
wills and durable power of
attorney, pointing out the
differences and the appro-
priate use for each. All
adults are welcome.

“A Walk 
Through the Mass”
CARMEL — Have you ever
wondered why certain
things are done during
Mass? Are you a non-
Catholic who attended a
Mass and was confused?
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish invites all to attend
“A Walk Through the Mass”
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 25, at the
church, 14598 Oak Ridge
Road. The presentation will
simulate a normal liturgy
while pausing to give expla-
nation and background of
each element. Members of
all faiths are welcome.

“You’re My Type” 
blood drive
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
a “You’re My Type” blood
drive from 9 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 30. A
blood donation only takes
30 minutes. To schedule a
donation, visit
www.bit.ly/MyType2018

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Weekend grief 
support workshop
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will host
“Grieving with Great
Hope,” a weekend grief
support workshop for peo-
ple who are mourning the
loss of a loved one, on Sept.
28-29. “Grieving with Great
Hope” is presented by Good
Mourning Ministry, a
Catholic bereavement apos-
tolate founded by John and
Sandy O’Shaughnessy. Both
have been through their
own “valley of grief,” and
in this workshop, will offer
personal and professional
insights on what may help
others journey through
theirs. The workshop will be
held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 28, and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29.
Registration is required. For
registration details, e-mail
Connie Anderson at
c.anderson@smgonline.org.

Day of reflection for 
liturgical music ministers
TIPTON — All liturgical
music ministers of the
Lafayette diocese are invited
to “Tune My Heart to Sing
Thy Grace,” a day to reflect,
refocus and renew, from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 29, at the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter. The day will be led by
Father Michael Driscoll,
professor emeritus of the
University of Notre Dame.
There is a $10 per person
registration fee to cover
lunch; parishes bringing five
or more participants can
register at a discounted rate.
Pre-registration is required.
Register online at
https://dol-in.org/
2018musiciansdayof
reflection or contact Sandra
Santucci at 765-269-4660 or
ssantucci@dol-in.org.

Schoenstatt celebration
DELPHI — All are invited
to attend a Schoenstatt cele-
bration from 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, at
the Schoenstatt Wayside
Shrine in Delphi. The event
will mark the 50th and
100th anniversaries of the
deaths of Schoenstatt
founder Father Joseph Ken-
tenich and Joseph Engling, a
member of the founder gen-
eration. The day will
include Mass, recitation of
the rosary, fun family activi-
ties, faith formation and
refreshments. For more
information, e-mail Julie

Haskell at jhas821@aol.com
or visit the Web site at
schoenstattindiana.org.

Young women’s retreat
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception and
the Siena Society — the
parish’s group for young
women in junior high and
high school — will host a
young women’s retreat from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 29, at the cathe-
dral. The theme for the day
will be “Fearless: Be Who
God Created You to Be.”
The faith-filled and fun
retreat will feature speakers
including best-selling
Catholic author and speaker
Kari Kampakis. Kampakis is
the author of two books
aimed at the struggles that
young women face when
trying to live a life of virtue
in the modern world: “10
Ultimate Truths Girls
Should Know” and “Liked:
Whose Approval Are You
Living For?” Other speakers
will include Indiana
Supreme Court Justice
Loretta Rush and Dee Bern-
hardt, an assistant director
of campus ministry at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish in
West Lafayette. After check-
in, the retreat will begin
with Mass. Lunch and
snacks will be provided
during the day. The retreat
is free and open to all young
women in junior high and
high school (sixth through
12th grades) throughout the
Lafayette diocese. Small
baby items also will be col-
lected at the retreat for
donation to Matrix LifeCare
Center; attendees are
encouraged to bring items if
they can. Registrations will

be accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis and seat-
ing is limited; registration
deadline is Sept. 15. For
more information or to reg-
ister, e-mail sienasociety@
gmail.com.

“Grace of Yes” 
women’s retreat
CARMEL — St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish will host
author Lisa Hendey for a
women’s retreat from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29.
Author of the book “The
Grace of Yes: Eight Virtues
for Generous Living,”
Hendey will lead partici-
pants on her “Grace of Yes”
retreat to discover how to
prayerfully give God one’s
best “Yes” and to live as
generous spirits in the
world. Cost for the retreat is
$30 per person; breakfast
and light snacks will be pro-
vided. For more information
or to register, visit
http://bit.ly/setonsept29 or
call the parish office at 317-
846-3850.

Nine Irish Brothers fish fry
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to gather at the
Church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, 2224 Sacramento
Drive, for a Nine Irish
Brothers fish fry from noon
to 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
30. Tickets are $10 each and
include Nine Irish Brothers’
signature fish, chips and
slaw; dessert will be provid-
ed courtesy of Dairy Queen.

“Red Mass”
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette diocese will cele-
brate a “Red Mass” at 5:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 1, at the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception. All

government officials (feder-
al, state and local levels,
executive, legislative and
judicial branches), attorneys,
paralegals, law students and
their spouses are invited to
attend and join in prayer
and fellowship for the legal
community. Principal cele-
brant of the Mass will be
Bishop Timothy L. Doherty.
A dinner reception will be
held after the Mass, with a
presentation by U.S. District
Court Judge Jane Magnus-
Stinson. There is no cost to
attend. Registration is avail-
able online at www.
dol-in.org/RedMass. 

Transitus
LAFAYETTE — The St.
Boniface Secular Franciscans
invite all to a celebration on
Wednesday, Oct. 3, of St.
Francis of Assisi’s passing
into eternal life. The Transi-
tus will begin at 7 p.m. at St.
Boniface Church, 318 S.
Ninth St., followed by a
reception in the parish’s St.
Michael Center across from
the church.

Rummage sale
NOBLESVILLE — The Altar
Rosary Society of Our Lady
of Grace Parish will hold its
annual rummage sale from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 3, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 4, and 9 a.m.
to noon Friday, Oct. 5. Fri-
day will be $5 bag day and
half off on large items. All
are welcome to attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Oct. 5, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Oct. 6, in the chapel at Fran-
ciscan Health Lafayette
Central. The Mass will be
followed by Legion of Mary
prayers and recitation of the
rosary. All are invited to
also join in a holy hour for
America at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 3, in the chapel. 

Pro-life leaders and 
physicians conference
KOKOMO — A diocesan

pro-life leaders and physi-
cians conference will be
held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 6, at St. Joan
of Arc Parish. The theme of
the conference will be
“Abortion Pill Reversal:
How Pro-Life Ministries
and Medical Personnel Can
Help Women Who Regret
Taking the Abortion Pill.”
Anyone who works in pro-
life ministry or in the med-
ical profession is encour-
aged to attend. The confer-
ence will include presenta-
tions by Dr. Casey Reising
and David Bangs. They
have successfully assisted
women who have taken the
abortion pill and regretted
their decision, allowing
these women to continue
their pregnancies and go on
to have healthy babies. For
more information or to reg-
ister online, visit www.dol-
in.org/family-life-events.
Cost is $10, payable at the
door. Registration is
requested by Oct. 2. More
information also is available
by contacting Susan Hoefer,
diocesan Respect Life coor-
dinator, at 765-421-1998 or
shoefer@dol-in.org.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 13. Join the Daughters
of Isabella in reciting the
rosary as Our Lady of Fati-
ma requested. Those attend-
ing are encouraged to bring
their rosaries, lawn chairs,
family and friends. If rain-
ing, bring umbrellas; in case
of stormy weather, the
rosary will be prayed inside
the church.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Visit www.wwme.org to
apply. Upcoming weekends
to be held in Indianapolis
include Oct. 19-21. Couples
who already have partici-
pated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.
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Those who know and live
their faith show the world
what a Catholic should do
and be.

“One of the things we
stress in the ministry of cat-

echesis is
that it is
more than
programs
and text-
books,”
Sullivan
said. “... In
many ways,
the most
important
tool is

being a witness through life
and faith.”

By setting a good exam-
ple, they show others “what
it means to be formed in the
spirit of Jesus Christ ... Cate-
chesis requires not just the
head, but the heart and the
body,” he said.

Catechetical Sunday
traces its roots to 1935, when
the Vatican published a doc-
ument titled “On the Better
Care and Promotion of Cate-
chetical Education.” It asked
every country to recognize
the importance of the
Church’s teaching ministry
and to honor those who
served as catechists.

According to the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (USCCB), the definition
of the word “catechesis” is
“the act of resounding or
bringing the Church’s teach-
ings to the world.” A “cate-
chist” is defined as one who
teaches in the name of the
Church.

On Catechetical Sunday,
the USCCB states, “(We) not
only highlight the work of
catechists in parishes and
schools, but we also com-
mend parents and guardians
and encourage them to take
seriously their role of mak-
ing their Catholic house-
holds a place where faith is
passed on to the next gener-
ation.”

In 2018, the U.S. bishops’
Catechetical Sunday and
Leadership Institute plans to
research the causes of erod-
ing faith, as documented by
Pew Research. Figures for
baptisms, Church weddings
and weekly Mass attendance
are down. Roughly 23 per-
cent of U.S. adults say they
are not affiliated with a
church, according to Bishop
Robert Barron, chairman of

the bishops’ Committee on
Evangelization and Catech-
esis.

In 2019, he said in a recent
statement, the focus will be
on steps needed “to enable
the faithful to claim their
true roles as witnesses to
Jesus Christ ... we will
become more familiar with
terms like ‘accompanying,’
‘evangelizing’ and ‘catechiz-
ing.’ We will learn how to
assist folks in exploring the
reasonableness of the faith ...
may the joy of our life in
Christ be so remarkable that
even the (unaffiliated) are
moved to ask what is the
secret behind this joy and
claim it for themselves.”

The theme for Catechetical
Sunday 2018 is “Enlisting
Witnesses for Jesus Christ.”
On Nov. 3, between 250 and
300 catechists from across the
Lafayette diocese will partici-
pate in a missionary disciple-
ship conference at St. Eliza-
beth Seton Church, Carmel.
Speakers will focus on
encountering Jesus Christ.

Sullivan said he hopes
that Catechetical Sunday
inspires every Catholic to
think of himself as a cate-
chist. By virtue of baptism,
he is called upon to spread
the Gospel and be an active
part of the community of
faith.

“We are all called to be
witnesses to Jesus Christ,”
Sullivan said. “We are called
to be disciples to all nations
by the way we live, the way
we raise our children, and
how we show our children
the way of the Lord.”

Chad Grube, adult faith
formation coordinator at St.
Joan of Arc Parish, Kokomo,
said that the average
Catholic, and even the aver-
age catechist, doesn’t fully
appreciate what catechists
do because they don’t realize
what catechesis is all about.

It’s not just a series of
classes. Quoting St. John
Paul II, Grube said, “Catech-
esis is all about putting peo-
ple in communion with Jesus
Christ. There is no more
important thing in life;
encountering Jesus changes
everything.”

Catechists, Grube said,
help others “fall madly in
love with him. It is that love
that compels those we cate-
chize to know the teachings
of our faith, but even in
explaining those teachings,
we must remember that ulti-
mately, it’s about intimacy,
not intricacy.”

Grube first became
involved in catechesis 25
years ago, as a theology stu-
dent at Franciscan Universi-
ty. As he reflected on the

great gift of faith he had
received, he said, “I came to
realize that my studies were
not just for my own benefit
— that I had to share this gift
with others.”

Since then, he has been
involved in catechesis for all
age groups. Each time he
presents a topic, he said, “I
personally am called to a
greater fidelity in living that
particular aspect of the faith.
By sharing the faith with
others, the Holy Spirit is con-
stantly preventing my own
faith from becoming stag-
nant, since I can’t give what I
don’t have.”

Seeing others fall in love
with Christ “renews my own
love, much the same way
that the love for my wife is
enriched by witnessing the
love expressed by newly-
weds on their wedding day,”
Grube said.

He encourages anyone
considering becoming a cate-
chist to volunteer. Regard-
less of one’s initial knowl-
edge level, he learns more
and helps others encounter
Jesus.

The theme of “Enlisting
Witnesses for Jesus Christ” is
appropriate this Catechetical
Sunday 2018, Grube said,
because nothing can replace
personal witness. He cited
Blessed Pope Paul VI, who
once said, “Modern man lis-
tens more willingly to wit-
nesses than teachers.”

“Catechesis is a moment in
evangelization,” Grube said,
“and for catechesis to have a
lasting effect, it must be root-
ed in evangelization and
incorporate witness. Sharing
faith is what moves hearts;
it’s what prevents us from
just being one of the ‘nones’
(not affiliated with any
church) that Bishop Barron
speaks about.

“Those in a formal capaci-
ty as catechists need to give
this witness,” he said, “but it
is not their responsibility
alone. It’s all of us, living out
our baptismal responsibility,
that will help others to inte-
grate the faith and transform
the world.”

Missy Krockover is direc-
tor of formation, mission
and discipleship at the
Church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, West Lafayette.

“What makes good cate-
chists is their spiritual life,
their prayerfulness, their
desire to lead others to
Christ,” she said. Those

working with youth “have
the desire to see the faith
passed on, generation after
generation.”

At Blessed Sacrament, a
new, family-based faith for-
mation model is being
launched. 

The parish has 25 cate-
chists, and several new ones
are expected to join the
ranks. 

“Once I explain (the new
model), people are really
excited about it,” she said.
“Some of the people want to
come onboard and share
their love of the Lord and
their faith with youth and
adults.”

The new approach offers
catechesis to parents while
providing complementary,

age-appro-
priate
instruction
to their
children.
Krockover
said it will
provide “a
life-giving
way of
talking
about our

faith,” in addition to “creat-
ing beautiful bonds” and
volunteers for service pro-
jects.

By “talking the talk and
walking the walk,” she said,
“the more we live the life of
Jesus.”

In catechesis, “We have to
be creative in how we are
teaching, but also how we
are living our lives,” she
said. “If we have that joy in
our hearts, it’s contagious.”

Some would-be catechists
don’t get involved because
they fear that they don’t
know the answer to every
“Catholic” question. Krock-
over encourages them to
reconsider.

“If someone asks a ques-
tion that you don’t know the
answer to, you just say,
‘That’s a fantastic question!
I’m not sure of the answer,
but I will look it up. Will you
ask your parents to look it
up? We’ll all talk about it
next week,’” she said.

“Make it an adventure,”
Krockover said. “You’re
engaging, and you’re getting
the parents engaged. They’re
the primary catechists of the
faith.”

When parents and chil-
dren share their faith, she
said, “that is what we really
desire.”

Catechetical Sunday 2018

‘If we have that joy in our hearts, it’s contagious ...’

Jonathan
Sullivan

Missy
Krockover

Seeing others fall in love with Christ “renews my own
love,” says Chad Grube, adult faith formation coordinator
at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Kokomo. (Photo provided)
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Upcoming events and retreats

“Get Away for a Day”
retreat

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could just use
some space to get away?
Come visit the Saint
Joseph Retreat & Confer-
ence Center for a day of
quiet and solitude. 

Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful campus, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, spend time in
prayer with the Lord in
the chapel or in one of the
comfortable rooms on the
full-service floor. Mass
and confession also will be
available. 

This retreat for men and
women age 19 and older
will be offered from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
25. Cost is $40 per person,
which includes day room
and lunch. Please let us
know of any dietary

restrictions. A minimum of
five retreatants is needed. 

Deadline for registration
is Sept. 21. To register,
contact Samir Azer at
sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570. Visit
www.stjosephretreat.org
for more information or
contact Father David
Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585.

Other 2018 
retreat offerings

October

• St. Francis Day of
Reflection, Oct. 3

• Our Lady of the
Rosary Day of Reflection,
Oct. 24

• “Get Away for a Day”
retreat, Oct. 30

November

• “Get Away for a Day”
retreat, Nov. 6

• Women’s silent
retreat, Nov. 30 - Dec. 2

December

• Advent Day of Reflec-
tion, Dec. 10

• “Three Days in the
Life of a Monk or Nun,”
Dec. 11 - 13

• Men’s silent retreat,
Dec. 14-16

Knights of Columbus Council 6923 of
Fishers recently hosted a Seminarian Dinner
at St. Louis de Montfort Parish, with proceeds
going to the Diocesan Seminarian Fund and
Knights of Columbus Seminarian Fund. Seven
seminarians attended, along with Father Clay-
ton Thompson, diocesan vocations director,
Father Pat Click, pastor of St. Louis de Mont-
fort Parish, and Father Travis Stephens, asso-
ciate pastor of St. Louis de Montfort Parish
and Knights of Columbus chaplain. Other
attendees included 30 Knights of Columbus
and more than 100 parishioners from local
parishes. Several members of the Knights of
the Holy Temple also attended (above right)
and were recognized for their service to the
Church. Past Grand Knight and emcee Tom
Gorgol presented checks totaling $5,000 to
Father Thompson for diocesan seminarians.
(Photos provided)

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need after disaster strikes at home
or abroad is financial contributions to relief efforts.
Your donations can make a world of difference:
• In the United States, Catholic Charities USA provides
disaster assistance nationwide. Visit www.catholic
charitiesusa.org to learn more.
• Internationally, Catholic Relief Services responds to
emergencies around the world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you for your generosity!
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REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our
departed brothers and sisters in the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana.

Martin G. Daly, 74, died Sept. 2.
William Wood, 72, died Sept. 10. Both
were members of St. Charles Borromeo in
Peru. 

Carolyn L. Calhoun, 81, died Sept. 4.
She was a member of St. John the Baptist
in Tipton.

Becky Wilson, 77, died Sept. 3. She was
a member of St. Maria Goretti in Westfield.

Karl Read, 81, died Aug. 27. He was a
member of St. Lawrence in Muncie.

Robert L. Frey, 80, died Sept. 2. He was
a member of the Cathedral of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Conception in Lafayette.

George Mountain, 91, died Aug. 27.
Philip Parmelee, 75, died Aug. 28. Both
were members of St. Alphonsus Liguori in
Zionsville.

Thomas Joseph King, 67, died Aug. 29.
He was a member of Holy Family in Gas
City.

Joan Foley, 96, died Sept. 1. She was a
member of St. Mary in Anderson.

Names of the deceased are provided at the
request of parishes in the diocese desiring to
provide this information.

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

St. John 
Vianney
Parish in
Fishers held its
13th annual
feast day 
celebration on
Aug. 4, the
feast of its
patron saint.
The event was
open to the
Fishers com-
munity and
included a pic-
nic, games,
fireworks and
more. (Photos
provided)



The Catholic MomentSeptember 16, 2018 Page 15

LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, Sept. 15,
1968: A monastery for men
has opened its doors at
Marybrook in Hartford City.
With the blessing of Bishop
Raymond Gallagher, Holy
Trinity Monastery began its
round of daily worship and
prayer in August.

• 25 years ago, Sept. 12,
1993: Lafayette native Mari-
lyn Crimmins Benkelman
recently competed in the
Triathlon World Champi-
onships held in Manchester,
England. She is a 1972 grad-
uate of Central Catholic
High School in Lafayette.

• 10 years ago, Sept. 14,
2008: A Kimball pipe organ
that has served St. Lawrence
Church in Muncie since
1895 now has a new life,
with sounds more vibrant
and colorful than ever. A
great division of pipes and
chests was added recently
and the console received
new manuals, pedal board
and electronic system.

• Five years ago, Sept. 15,
2013: From humble begin-
nings in a garage 28 years
ago, a new 10,000-square-
foot St. Vincent de Paul
building has been dedicated
in Noblesville. The new
home for the local confer-
ence is a former nursing
home.

Saints 
of the week

Francis Mary 
of Camporosso

(1804-1866)
Feast: Sept. 17

Born to a farm family
on Italy’s Ligurian coast,
Giovanni Croese first en-
tered the Conventual
Franciscans, but in 1825
switched to the Ca-
puchins in Genoa for a
more austere lifestyle. He
took the name Francis
Mary. For many years, he
was the Capuchins’
questor, begging food for
the community by going
door to door. He devel-
oped a reputation as a
seer and miracle-worker,
and offered himself to
God to end a cholera epi-
demic ravaging Genoa.
He died while minister-
ing to cholera victims,
and after his death the
epidemic abated. He was
canonized in 1962.

(Catholic News Service)

A heavenly ‘insider’ in the fight against addiction
By Gina Christian
Catholic News Service

“One of my parishioners
told me he’s deleted 40 con-
tacts from his cell phone
since February,” my
priest friend said.
“All of them died
from drug overdoses
in the last six
months.”

Sorrow and weari-
ness dulled my
friend’s gentle voice.
As a priest assigned
to a particularly
troubled neighbor-
hood, he has ministered over
the years to hundreds of
people suffering from addic-
tion — counseling, blessing,
burying them. He has
prayed, wept, waited for
them.

Some have seized the

hand of support he always
extends; others have stolen
from him to feed their gnaw-
ing habit. Many have simply
died, either suddenly or
with agonizing slowness.

And my friend
has loved them all,
never giving up
hope that in this life
or the next, they will
find the healing that
only Christ can give.

Whenever he’s
discouraged in his
mission, my friend
points to a painting
that hangs in his of-

fice — a portrait of a gray-
haired man with a push-
broom mustache, dressed in
an old-fashioned suit, clasp-
ing a rosary.

“At least we’ve got an in-
sider working for us in heav-
en,” my friend will say.

“And he knows all about ad-
diction.”

Although the man’s
serene expression would
suggest otherwise, my friend
couldn’t be more correct:
The image is that of Matt Tal-
bot, an Irish laborer who suc-
cessfully battled severe alco-
holism through a life of
prayer and penance. De-
clared “venerable” in 1975
by Pope Paul VI, Matt Talbot
has become a beloved patron
of those struggling with sub-
stance abuse.

He’s well-qualified for the
job. Born in Dublin in 1856,
he began drinking heavily at
age 12, capping his long
workdays with fellow labor-
ers in the pubs. He washed
down his wages in countless
pints, and once pawned his
boots for a drink.

In 1884, unemployed and

at odds with his pub pals, he
took a pledge to stop drink-
ing. He fought the urge to re-
turn to his old life through
daily Mass, weekly confes-
sion, penance and constant
prayer. He eventually be-
came a Third Order Francis-
can, and died while on his
way to Mass in 1925.

Matt Talbot’s remains are
now enshrined at Our Lady
of Lourdes Church in his na-
tive Dublin, where his re-
markable journey from sot to
saint had taken place.

The streets of 19th-centu-
ry Dublin aren’t far from
those of our own U.S. cities
today. The current opioid cri-
sis marks another agonized
spasm in the heartbreaking
cycle of addiction through-
out human history.

Whether the substance
comes in a needle or in a

glass, whether the problem
is in the headlines or out of
the news cycle, the core issue
remains the same: The one
suffering from addiction is
enslaved to an idol that de-
stroys everyone and every-
thing within its reach.

Yet under the haze of
drugs, drinks and disor-
dered thoughts, the soul
seeks a God who alone can
satisfy its deepest longings. 

By the grace of God, Matt
Talbot came to know the
source of real joy, and he ex-
changed the bottle for the
only cup that fully refreshes:
the merciful love of Christ.
And having drunk of it, he
now intercedes for those
who desperately thirst for
the same.

Gina Christian is senior con-
tent producer at CatholicPhilly.
com. 

Guest column

Gina
Christian

You’re always welcome here.
Come to St. Joseph Church, Covington.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Mass
Sunday: 11 a.m.

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.

Copyright Catholic News Service – Please see print edition for full content
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 6

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings

Fourteen students and
graduates of St. Theodore
Guerin High School in No-
blesville recently were awarded
$9,000 in scholarships for the
2018-2019 school year from
Catholic Financial Life, which
sets aside a percentage of its
earnings each year for Catholic
grade school, Catholic high
school and college scholarships
for students who have a life in-
surance policy with CFL. High
school and college scholarships
are awarded based on service.
The average hours of service for
these Guerin Catholic students
was 96. Ten current students
earned $500 scholarships and
four graduating seniors earned
$1,000 college scholarships.
Back row from left are Principal
James McNeany, John Paul Farrell, Annaleigh Cummings (now at Bellarmine University), Maren Fitschen (now at the
University of Indianapolis), Carly Demas (now at Indiana University), Mary Kate Ward, Fiona Weber and Max Fallen;
front from left are Jonah Lyons (now at Indiana University), Noah McNeany, Blake Kimmel, Nathan Friedman and Aaron
Cradick. Lauren Wagoner and Grace Worcester also received scholarships. (Photo provided)
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