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PART 3: PREPARING FOR PARISH CONFIRMATION 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

The MC assigned will assist you with this process on the day of Confirmation. 

 
1. Candidates are seated in the church 20 minutes before the liturgy. The bishop will speak 

with the whole assembled congregation 20 minutes before the liturgy begins. Those 

to be confirmed will not process in or out with the bishop. 

 

2. Incense will not be used during the liturgy. For more information see Liturgical Guidelines 

for Mass with Bishop Doherty, no. 9. 

3. Presentation of the Candidates. After the Gospel, the pastor (or other representative) 

presents the candidates for confirmation to the bishop. If the # of candidates is 40 or less, 

each is to be presented individually by name. Candidates stand in their pews as they are 

presented to the bishop and should remain standing until the last name has been called. If 

the # of candidates is 41 or more, they are asked to stand simultaneously as they are 

presented. 

 

4. Homily 

5. Renewal of Baptismal Promises. Candidates should be prepared to respond to the Bishop’s 

questions with an enthusiastic “I DO!” 

6. Laying on of Hands. Together with the concelebrants, the Bishop extends his hands over 

the candidates to invoke the Holy Spirit. 
 

7. Anointing with Chrism. The candidates, together with their sponsors, approach the 

sanctuary as if going to communion and ministers should be assigned to help keep the 

lines moving. 
 

 Upon reaching the bishop, the sponsor, standing in line directly behind their sponsee, 

hands the assisting minister a 3”x 5” card with the candidate’s CONFIRMATION NAME 

printed clearly upon it in large letters. The assistant might request clarification of 

pronunciation. 

 The sponsor stands directly behind the candidate, and places his/her right hand on the 

candidate’s right shoulder. 

 Candidates should come close to the Bishop so that he can easily reach their forehead 

without dripping holy oil on the floor. 

 During the anointing, the Bishop says: “N, be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The 

confirmed responds, “AMEN.” 

The Bishop extends his hand, saying, “Peace be with you.” 
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The newly confirmed grasps the bishop’s hand and responds, “AND WITH YOUR 

SPIRIT.” 
 

8. The beginning of the Anointing with Sacred Chrism begins in silence. If there is a 

significant number of candidates, quiet, single instrument music may begin after the first 

five anointings. Such music should not interfere with the congregation’s ability to hear the 

bishop and candidates. For more information see Liturgical Guidelines for Mass with 

Bishop Doherty, nos. 15-20. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
1. May Confirmation candidates wear name tags? 

 
No, the candidates may not wear name tags. 

 
2. What is the parish responsible for supplying for this liturgy? 

 
· 1 Lemon (cut in QUARTERS) 

· Additional bowl and hand towel 

· Liturgical ministers (See Liturgical Guidelines for Mass with Bishop Doherty, no. 14) 

· Prepared intercessions with maximum of five (if the parish does not have additional 

intercessions, the text for the Universal Prayer will be taken from those in the 

Confirmation Ritual text.) 

· 3 x 5 index cards index cards with each Confirmation candidates’ “confirmation name” 

clearly printed in large font (at least 24 pt) to be handed to the assisting minister prior to 

receiving the sacrament. If the confirmation name is lengthy, please list the primary name 

of the saint only. For instance, for Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face 

print only St. Therese. 

 

3. Will there be an opportunity for candidates to have their picture taken with the bishop after the 

liturgy? 

 
Bishop Doherty will be available after the Confirmation Mass in the Church for a group 

photograph. The group photos are to be rehearsed so that people will know where they will 

be standing. Photographers requiring the use of and ladder or lift are to follow all safety 

protocols. The parish should provide someone to coordinate the photo so that it is done in 

a timely manner. Additionally, the parish is to assign an individual (if other than the DRE or 

pastor) to assist the bishop in coordinating individual photos with the newly confirmed. We 

request that each candidate take only one photo, and that the bishop is assisted in moving 

the process along in a timely manner. 
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4. Does the parish need to supply Sacred Chrism or the Confirmation Ritual text? 

 
The bishop will bring his own ritual text and Sacred Chrism for the Rite of Confirmation. 

However, the bishop might add a small amount from the stock of the parish, which will be 

handled by the MC. 

 
5. What is the appropriate attire? 

 
Confirmation candidates, sponsors and liturgical ministers should dress modestly and in a 

manner respectful of the solemnity of the liturgy. Attire should be clean, neat and tasteful. 

Avoid attire that draws attention to oneself and away from the liturgy. Necklines and 

hemlines should be appropriately modest. Selections should be one’s “Sunday best”. This 

would preclude very casual or provocative clothing. “Branded” apparel or items advertising 

the name of a product or company are also inappropriate. 


