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Abortion on demand: A critical life issue 

 

Part of good citizenship, and alert Christian discipleship, is attending to issues of the day. 

Physical, material, and spiritual realities stream together for us who are creatures comprised of 

body and soul.  

 

Our faith tradition affirms the power of human reasoning as it aims at the pursuit of good and the 

avoidance of evil. Faith enlivens human reason as the wisdom of Scripture and moral heroes 

elevates our sensibilities. Respect for the value and dignity of individual human lives is the 

preeminent value guiding human action. Since October is Respect Life Month, it is no surprise 

that we highlight putting this value into action. You may recall that the Catholic Bishops of the 

United States focused on this value in the fall of 2019. 

 

The introductory letter to the document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, A Call to 

Political Responsibility states: “The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it 

directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because 

of the number of lives destroyed. At the same time, we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious 

threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the death 

penalty. [ ] Our efforts to protect the unborn remain as important as ever….” 

 

There are those who wonder why we should keep repeating this. This is not ‘beating the same 

old drum.’ Over 60 million preborn children have been killed in our country since 1973. The 

reason we repeat that abortion is morally and humanly unacceptable is because abortion on 

demand is trumpeted daily as an essential expression of real human freedom. That our unlimited 

capacity to kill unborn human beings signifies care for humans that are larger and older. How 

odd to live in a country where today’s teens might be misled into thinking that their 

grandparents’ generation granted acceptability to abortion on demand. 

 

Decades of medical advances since 1973, some of which mean that viability happens even 

earlier, clearly tell us that the unborn are human, are more than undifferentiated biological cells. 

As former abortion doctor Bernard Nathanson once said, the only difference between us and a 

child in a womb is their size and their address.  

 

It makes me sad that President Biden, who professes adherence to the Catholicism and the 

Church, announced that he does not believe that human life begins at conception. What the 

Church presents as a matter of faith and reason apparently does not merit space in his portfolio. 

How tragic if people were to think that his exalted office has bestowed on him some moral 

insight that, in this matter, leads them to moral safety.  

 

For those who rest their advocacy of abortion in the belief that Church and State must be totally 

separate, we are reminded that faith does not separate us from reason. As the theologians Cheech 

& Chong once noted, “Jesus came to take away our sins, not our brains.”  

 



A short column like this does not settle every question, but it can at least state that the humanity 

of the unborn cannot be reasonably questioned. The column can remind us that expectant 

mothers deserve our support, and that our communities offer assistance during pregnancy and 

afterward. If given the chance. 

 

We should account for two more elements that can help frame our respect life attitude. The first 

is to notice how often we hear talk of rights, but no mention of obligations or responsibilities. 

For centuries, Catholic moral teaching yokes rights and responsibilities in whatever topic. In the 

governmental sphere, when government grants a right, it has to create a vehicle that obliges 

someone else to supply for that right. A major objection to some Federal moves to support 

abortion on demand is that it wants the rest of us to pay for it. (In respect life month, it is 

important to know that those who want to legalize euthanasia would expect someone else to be 

deputized to execute the act. In recent years, some reductions in executions are due to medical 

professionals refusing to cooperate in a state’s right to demand capital punishment.) 

 

What is consistently missing from the conversation about abortion and pregnancy, whether 

sought, unplanned or unintended (there is not space here to deal with mislabeling), is the role of 

boys and men. To effectively reframe our respect for unborn human life, we must go a good 

ways upstream to also educate our boy children about the facts of life – biological, biochemical, 

moral, social, financial. For all we know about the biology and psychology of human sexual 

interaction, our society has settled for a grand silence around male participation in procreation. 

When I was a kid, we’d hear about some boy ‘getting a girl in trouble.’ It is only my opinion, but 

we may not have moved far from that perception. When attitudes and politics permit – or force – 

us to frame pregnancy and children as women’s trouble (responsibility), our desire to limit 

abortion on demand will not be an effective one. 
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