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Third Sunday in 
Easter 

arth Day has been 

celebrated every April 22 

since 1970. It is a day 

set aside for thinking about 

the state of the 

natural environment 

and our responsibility 

for protecting it. 

Many people are 

surprised to learn that 

the Catholic Church 

has a long tradition of 

care for creation, 

rooted in the first 

chapter of the Book of Genesis:  

“God blessed them and God 

said to them: Be fertile and 

multiply; fill the earth and 

subdue it. Have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, the birds of 

the air, and all the living 

things that crawl on the 

earth.” (Genesis 1:28) 

The early Church Fathers 

recognized that the dominion 

given to us does not entail 

ownership of the earth. After 

all, all things belong to God! 

Rather, we act as stewards of 

creation. 

In medieval usage, a steward 

ran the household of a king or 

nobleman. They handled 

financials, hired servants, and 

made sure the household was 

well run. But they did so with 

care, knowing that they could 

be called to give an account of 

how they were using the king’s 

resources at any time. 

We steward the earth 

not for ourselves but 

on behalf of the King 

of the Universe. We 

are to use the 

resources of the earth 

not for our own selfish 

pursuits but on behalf 

of the God and for the 

good of the various plants and 

animals he created. Pope 

Francis teaches that “We must 

forcefully reject the notion that 

our being created in God’s 

image and given dominion over 

the earth justifies absolute 

dominat ion over o ther 

creatures… The Bible has no 

place for a tyrannical 

a n t h r o p o c e n t r i s m 

:: Psalm 24:1-2 

 Watch the video: 
youtu.be/J8zCbCPVwSc 

https://youtu.be/J8zCbCPVwSc
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unconcerned for other 

creatures.” (Laudato Si’, nos. 

67-68) We are also to care for 

creation so that the poor and 

needy, as well as future 

generations, will be able to use 

the earth to satisfy their needs. 

Let us pray that our care for 

the environment and creation 

will allow us to better reach 

out to serve the needs of our 

neighbors and allow future 

generations to enjoy the fruits 

of creation. 

:: Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 339 

Family Discussion Questions 
1. God created all things and saw that they were good. How do 

you appreciate the goodness of creation? How do you expe-

rience God through his creation? 

2. How does your family exercise care for God’s creation? What 

concrete actions have you taken to lessen your impact on 

the environment and preserve it for future generations? 

Family Challenge 
Schedule a weekend to do a thorough spring-cleaning in your 

house. Be honest about what you really need and what is just 

taking up space. As you go through your home, separate items 

you no longer need into items that can be donated, items that 

can be recycled, and items that can only be thrown in the 

trash. 

Additional Videos 
 Why Care for the Environment? Laudato Si’ Explained: 

youtu.be/DNU8fn_ap_U 

Other Resources 
 Laudato Si’ (Encyclical Letter on Care for Our Common Home) 

by Pope Francis (2015) 

 Following Christ in a Consumer Society by Fr. John Ka-

vanaugh, SJ (Orbis, 2006) 

https://youtu.be/DNU8fn_ap_U
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.amazon.com/Following-Christ-Consumer-Society-Spirituality/dp/157075666X

