
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 22, 2022 
 
 
 
 
“We ponder your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple.” Psalm 48:9 

 
Dear Friends in Christ,  

 
I am writing to you to explain fairly recent official teachings in our Church. On July 16, 2021, 
Pope Francis issued an Apostolic Letter motu proprio (written by his own hand) titled 
Traditionis custodes (TC) on the use of the liturgical books prior to the reform of the Second 
Vatican Council. On December 4, 2021, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments (CDWDS) responded to requests for clarification on applying TC via a 
document titled Responsa ad dubia, that is, responses to doctrinal questions. 
 
Now to address you in the matter of our continuing Eucharistic worship, it is important to first 
acknowledge who we are. Our communion with the Church and each other is the background for 
comprehending the importance of our form of worship. Knowing that words cannot capture the 
breadth and depth of the mystery of faith that we acknowledge in the Mass, language is part of 
communion (small “c”). It is a commonplace to say that the more we understand about the 
mystery of God, we gain a greater sense of what is yet unknown to us. We have the same 
realization as our experience of Divine Worship deepens. 
 
Accounting for who we are, and are called to be, is an indispensable component for 
understanding the prescribed rituals for worship. Look to the Gospel of John, Chapter 15 (indeed 
the whole last discourses in John, Ch. 14-17) for a prayerful reminder of the centrality of love, 
agapaeic love, and friendship.  
 
In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI granted limited permission to bishops to allow for use of the pre-conciliar 
Mass. More recently, Pope Francis consulted the world’s bishops to assess how the permissions were 
working out. He learned that in many places the use of the pre-conciliar Mass had led to divisions. He 
learned that, in some places, adherence to the pre-Vatican II Mass signified the rejection of that Council. 
  
The Holy Father’s July 2021 motu proprio and the December 2021 responses by the 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments landed during a year full 
of questions and shifts. I alluded to tensions pulling at our civic and religious institutions in my 
February 6, 2022 column in The Catholic Moment. Please recall that dynamics at work in large 



political, social and economic questions take years to develop and often years to resolve. In a 
Church spanning the globe with a billion or so members, we have to be aware of our history. 
Complexity arises from a confluence of circumstances such as an imbalance between rights and 
responsibilities. In some contemporary situations, a demand for autonomy impedes cooperation 
and disables communion. (St Paul, I Corinthians 12). 
 
Unlike some other dioceses, we have no personal parishes and no historically ongoing stable 
groupings of Catholics identified as having Sunday Mass in Latin (Roman Missal, 1962). A few 
of our diocesan priests would celebrate the pre-conciliar Mass from time to time at different 
parish churches. 
 
We can trace long-term developments leading up to TC, and we should be generally aware of the 
history. Discussions about liturgical reform date from the early twentieth century, if not earlier. 
They began well before the 1960’s. The Vatican Council II reform of the liturgy was not about 
modernizing the worship, but about returning to the roots of proper liturgical worship, including 
the full and active participation of the assembly.   
 
Studying the documents relative to my words here, namely and most particularly TC and the 
responsa, is a prerequisite to informed conversation in this present matter – if for no other reason 
than TC comes from the Holy Father himself. A list of applicable texts and articles follows at the 
end of this letter. 
 
The Holy Father’s intention, and mine, is to foster a renewal of appreciation for the foundations 
of the liturgical renewal and for the Ordinary Form of the Mass. Together my interests and my 
responsibilities lead me in this direction. 
 
Pope Francis’s aim in the above named documents is cited in the introduction to the Responsa: 
“…to continue ‘in the constant search for ecclesial communion’ (Traditionis custodes, Preamble) 
which is expressed by recognizing in the liturgical books promulgated by the Popes Saint Paul 
VI and Saint John Paul II, in conformity with the decrees of the Second Vatican Council, the 
unique expression of the lex orandi of the Roman Rite (cf. Traditionis custodes, n. 1). This is the 
direction in which we wish to move, and this is the meaning of the responses we publish here.” 
 
The official Catholic literature is wide and deep that points to the celebration of the Holy Mass 
as the center of our relationship with Jesus Christ and with every other member of the Church.  
 
My office has been discussing and planning our liturgical formation for our clergy and laity since 
before July 2021. Our Clergy Convocation in June 2022 has a guest presenter, Fr Paul Turner, to 
help us priests walk through various elements of our history, our liturgical rites, and our 
presiders’ roles/styles. 
 
The Mass that is most familiar to people these days follows the Roman Missal issued by St. Paul 
VI and St. John Paul II which came after Vatican II (1962-1965). This Mass can be celebrated in 
vernacular languages as well as in Ecclesiastical Latin (only now with permission of the local 
bishop) which is advisedly celebrated with the priest facing the people. Please note Article 1. of 
TC which states: “The liturgical books promulgated by St. Paul VI and St. John Paul II, in 



conformity with the decrees of Vatican Council II, are the unique expression of the lex orandi of 
the Roman Rite.” 
 
I am aware that among some Church members remains their decades-long affection for the Mass 
using the Roman Missal of St. John XXIII of 1962. They remain free to participate at this Mass 
wherever it is offered correctly and in communion with the local bishop who has jurisdiction 
over the location. At the same time, my role, and which is committed to every bishop, is to lead 
people towards the spiritual treasure and exercise of the Roman Missal as it came from the hands 
of St. Paul VI and St. John Paul II.  
  
It is advisable to recall that some worthy elements (not specified here) of the spiritual 
atmosphere of the earlier liturgy became underemphasized, in some places, in aspects of the 
Mass after the reform. The richness and reverence that should be wholly part of the Ordinary 
Form will be named and taught to deepen appreciation for the Mass and the unity that it both 
signifies and nurtures. 
 
At the same time, according to TC, there will be no new groups formed in this diocese that use 
the 1962 Missal. (Article 3, §6.) Any priest in the diocese is required to request in writing 
permission to celebrate Mass using the Missal of 1962, whether for public or private celebration. 
(Article 5). 
 
A priest on active assignment within our diocese will be required to request in writing a letter of 
suitability prior to accepting an invitation to that includes celebrating the Extraordinary Form 
outside the diocese. Such permission can be given for a serious reason, one that I can say does 
not compromise unity in our diocese, and only according to the policies of the diocese where 
Mass will be celebrated. 
 
Other Sacraments will be administered by using the up to date rituals approved for use in the 
United States. No permission will be given to use the Pontificale Romanum predating the 
liturgical reform of the Second Vatican Council, as it has been abrogated. 
 
The USCCB is sponsoring a Eucharistic Revival in the United States to enhance our celebration 
and understanding of our worship. It will culminate with a Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis 
in July of 2024.  One of my purposes in writing this present text is to give some foundation to a 
decree that all of the clergy will teach out of the duty we have to assist our people to enter into 
the Eucharistic Revival by helping each of us to know fully the value of the liturgical reform in 
the rites given to us by the Second Vatican Council. 
 
This Revival will promote healing, conversion, faith formation, and unity among our people. The 
general outline envisioned for this national effort has four phases. First, diocesan preparation 
early this year that starts by communicating the vision to parishes and ministries. Second, the 
formal launch of the diocesan year of revival begins on Corpus Christi Sunday, June 19, 2022. 
Yes, it’s Fathers Day also. Third, beginning of the Parish Year on Corpus Christi Sunday, June 
11, 2023. This will be an opportunity to generate momentum across all parishes, apostolates and 
ministries of the diocese. Fourth, there will be regional or provincial events leading up to a 
National Eucharistic Congress to take place July 17-21, 2024 in Indianapolis. It will culminate 



with a missionary sending of those attending the national event. Resources and initiatives will 
continue to be forthcoming to support the momentum of the National Eucharistic Congress. 
 
May the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless us all in an ever deepening call to understand and 
pray the Eucharistic mystery. 
 
In Christ’s peace, 
 
 
 
Most Reverend Timothy Doherty, STL, PhD 
Bishop of Lafayette in Indiana 
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